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From Your President: Mike Reinders
Are you sitting down and buckled in? That seems to be the challenge going on right now.
Senate bill SB0075 and House bill HB0529 are currently under discussion in Springfield.
IAPT has not taken a stand on the issue of seatbelts on school buses. This issue is a very
difficult one to take a side on, if seatbelts save a life they are worth it, but what about if use
takes a life, what then? Louisiana completed a very in-depth study and is not recommending
use of seatbelts. With compartmentalization, the school buses we use every day are already
the safest mode of transportation as determined by NHSTA and NSTB and if you visit the
American School Bus Council website, there you will find support for those findings, as
well.
If you look at the proposed bills, SB0075, in my opinion, is poorly worded and was not researched well before being proposed. HB0529 has some minor issues, but is worded better.
The timing on SB0075 needs a major well thought out revision. Most bus orders are already
in and possibly in production for delivery after July 1st. How would we comply?
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Please contact your Senator and Representatives in Springfield as well as Washington, no
matter where you stand on this issue and become a part of the process.
On a more positive note, as I am looking forward to the conference less than 5 months away,
talk about time flying. Things are coming together as Barb is hard at work. Look further into
this issue of TIPS to see what new and great things are going on.
Be sure to mark your calendar for the IAPT conference at the Pere Marquette, Peoria - June
20-21 2017.
Keep an eye out for the new rules and regulations that are beginning, and if we have not noticed them yet, let us know so we can get the
word out.
I hope your February is safe, brighter,
and warm.
Keep them safe!

From the desk of:
Mike Slife

Mike
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Advertisers

Conference

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the
following pages:
Central States .......................................... Page 7
Diga-Talk……………………………… ….….Page 6

Hello:
Conference materials are out! We will be
returning to the Pere Marquette– Marriott and the
Peoria Civic Center this year.
We return to the Embassy Suites in East
Peoria for the 2018 and 2019 year. We haven’t
planned further out than that.

John’s Paint and Body ........................... Page 16
Midwest Transit ................................. Page 2, 12
School-Radio.com………………………... Page 9
Please patronize our advertisers. They are helping
us to encourage and promote the safety and
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois.

We have a speaker line-up that is really
taking shape.
Once again, if you have a suggestion for a
topic. Please let me know.
Maybe you have expertise in an area and
would be willing to present on a topic that is near
and dear to you.
Big thank you to John Benish of CookIllinois Corporation for donating all of the costs
associated with bringing us Siphiwe Baleka of
Prime, Inc. to speak on driver health.
We thank John for his continued support of
our organization.

TIPS ARTICLES
Please think about writing an article
about some of the workshops you attend this year. Please submit articles
for TIPS to share some of the things
you learned while attending the conference. Maybe something you learned
while networking with your peers or at
the trade show.

Barb email@ilapt.net
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Thanks to John Benish, Jr. of Cook-Illinois Corporation for arranging the appearance of Siphiwe Baleka of
Prime, Inc, for our conference.
“Sip” is the driving health and fitness coach for a trucking company, Prime, Inc. based in Springfield, Missouri.
Prime, Inc. has about 7,000 drivers who spend an average of 11 hours a day behind the wheel.
Baleka understands the struggles to maintain good health personally. Sip was an Olympic hopeful as a
swimmer who earned a philosophy degree from Yale. When his aspirations to become a professional athlete
he took a job as an over the road trucker. He found his life reduced to life inside the cab of his truck and
truck stops where he would rest and refuel. And, take comfort in convenience foods.
Baleka discovered just how quickly trucking can take its toll on a persons weight and health. The once semi
-pro athlete gained 15 pounds in his first two months on the road. He tried different diets and exercise routines until settling on a combination of low carbohydrate dieting and exercise.
Sip approached his employer with his findings and offer to help his fellow employees and the rest is history.
He’s written a book “4-Minute Fit: The Metabolism Accelerator for the Time-Crunched, Deskbound and
Stressed Out.”
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
IAPT Conference
Tuesday and Wednesday June 20 & 21
Pere Marquette-Marriott and Peoria Civic Center, Peoria, Illinois

Speakers booked for the upcoming conference include:
Mike Martin—NAPT Executive Director
Dan Meyer—-FMCSA Entry Level Driver Training Requirement
Sherry Schweitzer—Kankakee County Center Against Sexual Assault
Blanca Souders——-Assistant Training
TSA—Demonstration

Sponsored by Cook-Illinois Corporation
Siphiwe Baleka—Prime, Inc on Driver Health
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Please
Note

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1027
Peotone, Illinois 60468
Phone: 224-637-6984
Or 708-651-3124
Fax 708-249-0071
Email: email@ilapt.net
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Are your drivers experiencing the winter blues?

Start pumping your drivers up, to attend the 38th Annual IAPT School
Bus Safety Roadeo! This competition involves the skills that any school
bus driver may encounter on a daily basis.

Nothing New, Nothing Hard, Fun for ALL!

This is a great way to build your drivers team spirit. Send a group to a
stress free environment, to participate in the Roadeo. It will be held in
Peoria, Illinois on June 21st and 22nd, 2017.
Conference, Roadeo and Mechanic information is now available
www.ilapt.net
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IAPT Members,
In an effort to alert you of pending legislation for seat belts on school buses you will see
links to two bills which were submitted in January. Also, we are supplying a letter that
can be utilized by sending to Senators and/or Representatives.
So you know, IAPT Board members have begun to alert their district personnel of this
topic. This letter can be used to alert those who represent YOU! Use it as a start, edit it
as your own! Our elected officials look upon one piece of communication as 100 voices
(votes), they take this seriously. Communication can be in the form of email, fax, phone
call, snail mail or even a handshake! Passage of legislation moves at all speeds, at
times it passes at a rapid pace and at other times it takes awhile to investigate all aspects of a bill. The letter at the end of this email promotes further research before supporting legislation. We suggest you do not wait, be proactive and contact your elected
officials now.
To assist in your communication, these three links will help you find who represents you
(you must know your district!)
STATE SENATOR
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/default.asp
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
http://www.ilga.gov/house/default.asp
FEDERAL HOUSE & SENATE
https://www.congress.gov/members
LINKS to LEGISLATION (two proposed Illinois laws at this time) http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?
DocNum=529&GAID=14&GA=100&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=100722&SessionID=91
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?
DocNum=75&GAID=14&GA=100&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=99591&SessionID=91

Sample Letter Follows
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SAMPLE LETTER Honorable Senator/ Representative ,
I am writing to bring (SB0075 or HB0529) to your attention. (insert link)
This bill relates to mandatory seat belts on buses. There are several concerns I have with this bill.
I see major challenges with:
Timeline - Our district is scheduled to take delivery of new buses in the new fiscal year which starts on
July 1 for buses ordered up to six-months months earlier. These buses are already in production.
Cost - The cost to add seat belts to the buses we purchase will add thousands of dollars to the final
cost of each bus.
Enforcement - Will it be enough that a driver tells students to "buckle-up"?
Type - Recommend lap/shoulder system as the safest. Is it defined in the bill?
Investigation - S eat belts on buses s afety data keeps changing. Evacuating belted students may take
longer than the two-three minutes in which a buses can become completely engulfed in flames, smoke
and toxic fumes. Tools currently available to cut seat belts do not have the cutting ability to evacuate a
71 passenger bus.
If seat belts save a life, then yes, they are worth the cost. But what if they result in the loss of life?
A school bus is known to be the safest form of transportation in the United States. Check-out these
sites which support that statistic;
http://www.americanschoolbuscouncil.org/issues/safety
http://www.americanschoolbuscouncil.org/school-bus-information-and-statistics/faq#why-don%E2%
80%99t-school-buses-have-seat-belts
Please vote NO on this bill until ALL research is made available. Please share my concerns with your
fellow legislators.
I am looking to keep Illinois school children safe.
Thank you,

For More information on this issue please study the recently presented report to the
Louisiana Legislature.
This Louisiana task force report http://files.constantcontact.com/0e2b0e97001/abcf2423-11e8-4a1d-9b77-fd602d28e2c4.pdf The study
was done from May 2016 and had to be reported to the Louisiana legislation on January 31, 2017.
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Submitted by Nancy Lahey
Homer School District
IAPT Secretary

Welcome New Members!
During the January 19th Board meeting four school district “transportation folk” were approved for full membership. These four members were rewarded with a free second-year membership because of an initiative offered at
the Triple I booth in November.
WELCOME to Shannon Twaddle from Carthage ESD #317, Gene Schoth from Mt. Pulaski CUD #23, Jeff
Sherman of shared transportation between Palatine CCSD 15 and McHenry Community High SD 156, and Michelle McGregor from Wilmette Public Schools.
We hope you reap additional rewards during your membership with IAPT. Note to ALL members – contact your
neighboring school districts and invite them to join this organization so they improve their understanding to this
field!

Haven’t read all of your emails? Well in case you missed it, all conference materials are
available on our website www.ilapt.net.
The Events Packet includes Roadeo Registration and Mechanic’s Workshop/Technician
Competition Registration.
The Roadeo and Mechanic’s Registration material is also available separately.
Vendor Registration Packets are also on the website.
Don’t delay!!! Get this information turned in for approval and take advantage of the Early
Bird reduced registration fee (applies to conference registration only) if your registration
for the conference is received prior to April 1st.
We have a jam packed program in the works so…….don’t miss out.
Our room block at the Pere Marquette is currently open!
© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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January 26, 2017

Love the Bus LOCAL Month is Almost Here!
The American School Bus Council has announced that it will be encouraging local events and
celebrations this year throughout February. The usual national event featuring federal officials will
not be held. Instead, ASBC encourages states and local school districts to share how they
#LovetheBus at their events.
Download materials from ASBC, and share and post your ideas, your visuals, and your stories
throughout the month on Facebook and Twitter. We're excited to find out how you are celebrating
your drivers and recognizing the importance of yellow school bus transportation. We will all be
following #LovetheBus. We hope you will, too!

Check out the American School Bus Council website for some great ideas to help celebrate
“Love the Bus “.
We are the safest way for millions of school children to travel to and from school on a daily
basis.

Let people know how good YOU are!
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Michael Slife
Principal Consultant-Transportation
Illinois State Board of Education
Federal Motor
Carrier Safety
Administration

RULES
Commercial
Driver's
License
Requirements:
Minimum Training Requirements for Entry-Level Commercial
Motor Vehicle Operators ,
8903 [2017–02150]

[TEXT] [PDF]

The notice delays the effective date of the ELDT final rule until March 21, 2017, as required for any
rule that had not yet taken effect as of the date of the memorandum of January 20, 2017, from the
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff, entitled ‘‘Regulatory Freeze Pending Review.’’ Today’s
notice also states that the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) may consider
delaying the effective date of the ELDT final rule beyond March 21, 2017, consistent with the
memorandum.
The compliance date in the final rule, that is, the substantive date by which the program was to be
fully implemented, was three years from the effective date of the rule. That compliance date was
published in the rule as February 7, 2020, three years from the original effective date. With the
mandated regulatory freeze, the compliance date will likely be delayed until at least March 22, 2020.
However, it would appear that the fate of this rule and many others may be uncertain at this point,
given the regulatory freeze memorandum and the changes taking place within the executive branch
agencies.

We have arranged for a presenter from FMCSA on the Entry Level Driver Training for the conference.

You can now access the school bus physical on the SOS website. It is under “publications”
”all”.
Here is the link. http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/allpubs.html
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Imperfect action
is better than
perfect inaction.

Please submit items for TIPS
by the 5th of
each
month to:

~Harry Truman

Barb Rizzo
Executive Director, IAPT
PO Box 1027
Peotone, IL 60468
Email: email@ilapt.net (preferred)
Tel: 224-637-6984
Fax: 708-249-0071
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