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Greetings everyone,
2015 has started off with some extremely cold weather. I know my district closed for a few
days last week. How cold is too cold? There are so many varying opinions of when districts
close. I know the social media sites were praising us and executing us for closing school due
to the wind chill. What some people don’t factor in is the fact that some students do have to
walk a mile and a half in some districts. They forget that sometimes buses do break down and
students might be sitting on a cold bus for twenty minutes to a half an hour. I will admit I am on
the fence when it comes to closing school because of the wind chill but in the end, student
safety is the number one concern. I attached information from the National Weather Service
on frostbite and what to do if you or a student might have frostbite.
Degrees of Frostbite
Frostbite happens when the body's survival mechanisms kick in during extremely cold weather.
To protect the vital inner organs, the body cuts circulation to your extremities: feet, hands,
nose, etc., which eventually freeze. To avoid frostbite, stay inside during severe cold, especially when the wind chill is -50Â°F or below. If you must go out, try to cover every part of your
body: ears, nose, toes and fingers, etc. Mittens are better than gloves. Keep your skin dry. Stay
out of the wind when possible. Drink plenty of fluids since hydration increases the blood's volume, which helps prevent frostbite. Avoid caffeine, alcohol and cigarette. Caffeine constricts
blood vessels, preventing warming of your extremities. Alcohol reduces shivering, which helps
keep you warm. Cigarettes shut off the blood flow to your hands.
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First degree: ice crystals forming on your skin
Second degree: Skin begins to feel warm, even though it is not yet defrosted.
Third degree: Skin turns red, pale or white.
Fourth degree: Pain lasts for more than a few hours and skin may develop dark blue
or black. See a doctor immediately if these symptoms arise. Gangrene is a real
threat.

Frostbite First Aid

Until you can get indoors:







Don't rub or massage cold body parts.
Put your hands in your armpits.
Hold onto another person or animal.
Drink warm liquids.
Put on extra layers of clothes, blankets, etc.
Remove rings, watches, and anything tight.

Continued on page 3

Mike Slife
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On Friday, November 28, 2014 Crystal Lake held their “Festival of Lights
Parade. Below is a picture of the bus the Crystal Lake drivers decorated to
look like “Olaf” from Frozen.
The bus had over 9000 lights on it and the drivers spent countless hours
decorating it. The bus won the trophy for, Best Use of Lights.
Congratulations Crystal Lake drivers!
News and photo submitted by Kathy Anes, Director of Transportation Districts 47 & 155.

© 2015 by
© 2014
the Illinois
by theAssociation
Illinois Association
for Pupil for
Transportation
Pupil Transportation

2

2

January
December
2015 2014

TIPS

Volume 41 Issue 1

Advertisers
In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the
following pages:

Conference

Central States ......................................... Pages 9
Fleet Transmission Services…………….Page 17

Hi:

John’s Paint and Body ........................... Page 21

I hope everyone enjoyed a happy holiday season.

Inland Power Group ............................ Page 4,20

Please give a big welcome to our newest advertiser, Fleet Transmission Services.

Midwest Transit ................................. Page 6, 12

Conference registration packets will be coming out
shortly. Please remember that the room block is
held until May 28 only.

Radilink ................................................... Page 14

The price for rooms has increased slightly to
$ 119.00. However, our experience last year I
think was great. The rooms have been upgraded
and the rest of the hotel has been updated as well.

Please patronize our advertisers. They are helping
us to encourage and promote the safety and
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois.

Transfinder .............................................. Page 15

I have a commitment from David Cooper from the
Department of Homeland Security to speak. We
are currently looking for additional speakers and
value your input. If you have someone that you
feel has a timely message, please let me know.

TIPS ARTICLES

I will be publishing the membership directory
shortly as well. Most members have renewed but
there are still several who we haven't heard from.
Please continue to support IAPT and stay in touch
with our membership.

Please think about writing an article
about some of the workshops you attend this year. Please submit articles
for TIPS to share some of the things
you learned while attending the conference. Maybe something you learned
while networking with your peers or at

Thanks for your support,
Barb Rizzo
IAPT Executive Director
Don’s Article continued
Once Indoors






Don't walk on a frostbitten foot. You could cause more damage.
Get in a warm, NOT hot, bath and wrap your face and ears in a moist, warm, NOT hot, towel.
Don't get near a hot stove or heater or use a heating pad, hot water bottle, or a hair dryer. You may burn yourself before feeling returns.
Frostbitten skin will become red and swollen and feel like it's on fire. You may develop blisters. Don't break the blisters. It could cause scarring.
If your skin turns blue or gray, is very swollen, blistered or feels hard and numb even under the surface, go to a hospital immediately.
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Updated: Wednesday, December 10, 2014

Final Rule Marks Obama Administration’s Largest Paperwork Reduction

U.S. Department of Transportation Eliminates $1.7
Billion Annual Paperwork
Burden for U.S. Trucking Industry.

WASHINGTON – U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx announced today that, effective Dec. 18, 2014, professional truck
drivers will no longer have to comply with a burdensome daily paperwork requirement, saving the trucking industry an estimated
$1.7 billion annually without compromising safety.

“We delivered big on President Obama’s call to cut red tape and waste,” said Secretary Foxx. “America’s truckers should be able
to focus more on getting their goods safely to store shelves, constructions sites or wherever they need to be instead of spending
countless hours on unnecessary paperwork that costs the industry nearly $2 billion each year. This is a far better way to do business.”

Commercial truck drivers are required to conduct pre- and post-trip inspections of their vehicles to identify any safety defects or
maintenance concerns. The final rule announced today removes the requirement that drivers file a report for approximately 95 percent of inspections when equipment problems or safety concerns are not identified.

“Ensuring regulatory flexibility for businesses and reducing unnecessary regulatory burdens through the retrospective review process
are top priorities for President Obama and the Office of Management and Budget,” said OMB Director Shaun Donovan. “I commend
Secretary Foxx and the Department of Transportation for their work on this effort, which is one of the largest paperwork reduction rules
in the last decade. We look forward to working with the Department of Transportation and other agencies on ways to further institutionalize retrospective review as an essential component of government regulatory policy.”

What does this ruling mean to you?
It won’t impact IDOT pretrip requirements because that’s a state law. It will impact
school buses that are subject to the federal motor carrier safety regulations (i.e., bus is
contractor-owned and going across state lines on school related trips or bus is contractor-owned and being used for non-school related charter trips). If a school district owns
the bus, this will never affect that operation. School districts are exempt from most of
the federal motor carrier safety regs – they are considered a governmental entity.
(School districts are subject to the no texting and no cell phone regulations in the federal
regulations).
For those that are affected, if there are no defects found, they don’t have to turn in the
paperwork. Saves on paper.
Thank you,
Cathy Allen, Regulations Development Specialist
IDOT, Division of Transportation Safety
cathy.allen@illinois.gov
217/785-3031
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(625 ILCS 5/11-1414.1)
Sec. 11-1414.1. School transportation of students.
(a) Every student enrolled in grade 12 or below in any entity listed in subsection (a) of Section 1-182 of this Code must be transported in a school bus or a vehicle described in subdivision (1) or (2) of subsection (b) of Section 1-182 of this
Code for any curriculum-related school activity, except a student in any of grades 9
through 12 may be transported in a multi-function school activity bus (MFSAB) as defined in Section 1-148.3a-5 of this Code for any curriculum-related activity except
for transportation on regular bus routes from home to school or from school to home,
subject to the following conditions:
(i) A MFSAB may not be used to transport students

under this Section unless the driver holds a valid school bus driver
permit.
(ii) The use of a MFSAB under this Section is subject

"Curriculum-related school activity" as used in this subsection (a) includes
transportation from home to school or from school to home, tripper or shuttle service
between school attendance centers, transportation to a vocational or career center or
other trade-skill development site or a regional safe school or other schoolsponsored alternative learning program, or a trip that is directly related to the
regular curriculum of a student for which he or she earns credit.
(b) Every student enrolled in grade 12 or below in any entity listed in subsection (a) of Section 1-182 of this Code who is transported in a vehicle that is being
operated by or for a public or private primary or secondary school, including any
primary or secondary school operated by a religious institution, for an interscholastic, interscholastic-athletic, or school-sponsored, noncurriculum-related activity
that (i) does not require student participation as part of the educational services
of the entity and (ii) is not associated with the students' regular class-for-credit
schedule shall transport students only in a school bus or vehicle described in subsection (b) of Section 1-182 of this Code. This subsection (b) does not apply to any
second division vehicle used by an entity listed in subsection (a) of Section 1-182
of this Code for a parade, homecoming, or a similar noncurriculum-related school activity.
(Source: P.A. 96-410, eff. 7-1-10; 97-896, eff. 8-3-12.)
(625 ILCS 5/1-182) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 1-182)
(625 ILCS 5/1-182)
Sec. 1-182. School bus.
(a) "School bus" means every motor vehicle, except as provided in paragraph (b)
of this Section, owned or operated by or for any of the following entities for the
transportation of persons regularly enrolled as students in grade 12 or below in connection with any activity of such entity:
Any public or private primary or secondary school;
Any primary or secondary school operated by a religious institution; or
Any public, private or religious nursery school.
(b) This definition shall not include the following:
1. A bus operated by a public utility, municipal
corporation or common carrier authorized to conduct local or interurban transportation
of passengers when such bus is not traveling a specific school bus route but is:
© 2015 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
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On a regularly scheduled route for the transportation

of other fare paying passengers;

Furnishing charter service for the transportation of
groups on field trips or other special trips or in connection with other special
events; or
Being used for shuttle service between attendance
centers or other educational facilities.
2. A motor vehicle of the First Division.
3. A multifunction school-activity bus.
(Source: P.A. 96-410, eff. 7-1-10.)
(625 ILCS 5/1-148.3a-5)
Sec. 1-148.3a-5. Multifunction school activity bus.
A multifunction school-activity bus (MFSAB) means a school bus manufactured for the purpose of transporting 11 or more persons, including the driver, whose purposes do not include transporting students to and from home or school bus stops. A MFSAB is prohibited
from meeting the special requirements for school buses in Sections 12-801, 12-803, and
12-805 and subsection (a) of Section 12-802 of this Code.
(Source: P.A. 96-410, eff. 7-1-10; 97-378, eff. 8-15-11.)
(625 ILCS 5/1-217) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 1-217)
(625 ILCS 5/1-217)
Sec. 1-217. Vehicle.
Every device, in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or
drawn upon a highway or requiring a certificate of title under Section 3-101(d) of this
Code, except devices moved by human power, devices used exclusively upon stationary
rails or tracks and snowmobiles as defined in the Snowmobile Registration and Safety
Act.
For the purposes of this Code, unless otherwise prescribed, a device shall be considered to be a vehicle until such time it either comes within the definition of a junk
vehicle, as defined under this Code, or a junking certificate is issued for it.
For this Code, vehicles are divided into 2 divisions:
First Division: Those motor vehicles which are designed for the carrying of not more
than 10 persons.
Second Division: Those vehicles which are designed for carrying more than 10 persons, those designed or used for living quarters and those vehicles which are designed
for pulling or carrying property, freight or cargo, those motor vehicles of the First
Division remodelled for use and used as motor vehicles of the Second Division, and those
motor vehicles of the First Division used and registered as school buses.
(Source: P.A. 92-812, eff. 8-21-02.)

Cathy Allen
Regulations Development Specialist

http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/vehicle_use_summary.pdf
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Please
Note

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1027
Peotone, Illinois 60468
Phone: 224-637-6984
Or 708-651-3124
Email: email@ilapt.net
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Feature Article
DISTRACTED DRIVING DETOX
When I was young, we had a rotary telephone on the kitchen counter
(for those of you under 40, you may have seen one of these babies in a
museum!). When someone wanted to get in touch, they called and the
phone rang. If no one was home, the caller eventually gave up because
there was nothing called an answering machine then. Those came later
with those tiny little cassette tapes. If no one was home to answer the
phone, you were disappointed, but simply called back. In the intervening years (you can guess how many) we have seen the aforementioned
answering machine which morphed into voice mail, fax machines that
sent documents over the phone line, email and cell phones and text
messaging. Smart phones with games and web browsers, text messaging and email access are the norm now
for most of us and we are addicted.
We are addicted to being connected and as with most other addictions, it’s killing us.
Few people would argue that they can text and drive safely, and most now accept that handheld cell phones
are equally dangerous while many will continue to argue that hands-free calling is safe because it does not
involve manipulating the phone while driving. All the research is contrary to this as the distraction is not
principally as a result of using your hands; it’s the cognitive distraction that results from processing the conversation while simultaneously attempting to attend to the driving task.
GPS, mobile music players, radios, and any other activity that pulls your
attention from driving is a distraction as are the ongoing challenges of children and pets as well as other passengers.
interface with the web, text messaging and email as well into new vehicles which causes me great concern. While they assure us that they will
recommend that this technology is used in a responsible way while not
driving, the seductive lure of instant information is, I fear, too great for
many to resist.

Continued on page 11

© 2015 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation

Auto makers are now including
technology that will allow drivers
to
10

January 2015

TIPS

Volume 41 Issue 1

Distracted Driving Detox cont.
How many of you have heard the tone for a text, email, voicemail or the ringer of your phone while driving
and responded with “just a quick peek”? I’m guilty, and I feel guilty because I’m supposed to be a safety
professional. I know the risks, laws and penalties and I have had that ‘quick peek’.
So I guess I’m addicted too. I recognize my addiction slowly as I came out of denial and at first tried (as
many others addicted to alcohol or drugs will) to control my compulsion to use my device constantly, even
while driving and I was somewhat successful but the temptation was great; particularly if I was expecting a
call or waiting for a text or email. I tried to be a good boy and pull over to answer my phone and only
check text messages at traffic lights. This created a whole new set of distraction issues as I looked for a
quick, easy, safe spot to pull over where often there was none and recognized early that taking my eyes off
an intersection while waiting for the green was just as dangerous (and illegal) as texting while moving.
Cold turkey was the only real solution. Now I turn off the phone or switch it to silent when I get in the vehicle. Problem solved. I can check when I have reached my destination or plan a stop to deal with business
along the way.
Recently, I had the good fortune to travel in Europe where my mobile phone didn’t work, and even spent a
week on a boat where there was no internet connection either. The world didn’t end, my business continued
to operate under the guidance of my staff, and I detoxed from the addiction. I recognized that I can indeed
turn back the clock to when someone called and I didn’t answer; they would just have to wait, as would I
until I was able to connect safely. It was kinda nice, totally out of contact. Weird, but nice

Dispatch Position - open 1/23/15.
Harlem School District
15.25 per hour 8 hour day/ split shift 5:45-9:00 and 12:15-5:30
9 month position
IMRF, Insurance, union position
Contact Don West Donald.West@Harlem122.org
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The True Cost of Cutting School Bus Service
Did you know that
the school bus industry is one of the largest employers of the
green jobs recently
created?

While the monetary savings of cutting school bus funding are
easily measured, what those cuts truly cost is rarely considered
during budget planning. Without school buses, your community
can count on more traffic and pollution. Families will spend
more money filling up their gas tanks more often, and many
children will have a difficult time getting to school on time, every
day.
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Extra-curricular only.
Cannot be used for transportation to
and from school.

Mini-Van, SUV or Passenger Car
School Route with Licensed and Permitted Driver
Extra-curricular use no permit needed
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Michael Slife
Principal Consultant –Transportation
Illinois State Board of Education

Fire Extinguishers
A question that seems to keep getting calls here at the Board of Education is what is the requirement for the fire extinguisher for
the school bus? The Illinois Vehicle Code states:
(625 ILCS 5/12-808) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 12-808)
Sec. 12-808. Fire extinguisher.
Each school bus shall be equipped with at least one dry chemical gauge type fire
extinguisher mounted in the extinguisher manufacturer's automobile type bracket
in a position readily accessible to the driver.
(Source: P.A. 78-1244.)
When your bus goes through the inspection lane or is randomly checked by the Department of Transportation they are looking for
two things. The first item is the extinguisher is mounted correctly and the second is the extinguisher is charged (in the green). If
not the bus can be pulled or sidelined until a new extinguisher can be put on the bus.
Well what about those inspection tags that some fire extinguishers have and some do not? The State Fire Marshall does not check
to see if the fire extinguishers have tags on them and do not have the authority to pull a bus out of service. Only IDOT can do this
during one of its inspections of the bus. The National Fire Protection Agency, Inc., a business that helps govern fire protection,
does recommend that every extinguisher in use is checked by a trained inspector yearly. Again they cannot take the bus out of
service.
In summary, it is your districts choice on whether you have the inspection tags on the extinguishers or not.

School Bus Driver Permit cost to rise in FY16
It is that time again and the last increase in the fees, in the current statute, for school bus permits is upon us. Expect your costs to
go up from $8 to $10 starting July 1, 2015, per the School Code on school bus driver permits. Below is a reference to the section of
the school code.
(105 ILCS 5/3-14.23) (from Ch. 122, par. 3-14.23)
Sec. 3-14.23. School bus driver permits.
(a) To conduct courses of instruction for school bus drivers pursuant to the standards established by the Secretary of State under Section 6-106.1 of the Illinois Vehicle Code and to charge a fee based upon the cost of providing such courses of up to $6
per person for fiscal years 2010, 2011, and 2012; up to $8 per person for fiscal years
2013, 2014, and 2015; and up to $10 per person for fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal year
thereafter for the initial classroom course in school bus driver safety and of up to $6
per person for fiscal years 2010, 2011, and 2012; up to $8 per person for fiscal years
2013, 2014, and 2015; and up to $10 per person for fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal year
thereafter for the annual refresher course.
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One of My Drivers Posted on Facebook!
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Imperfect action
is better than
perfect inaction.

Please submit items for TIPS
by the 5th of each month to:
Barb Rizzo
Executive Director, IAPT
PO Box 1027
Peotone, IL 60468

~Harry Truman

TIPS is designed, developed
and published for the benefit
of its membership. Original
articles may not be republished without the express
written consent of IAPT.

Email: email@ilapt.net (preferred)
Tel: 224-637-6984
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