
  TIPS Volume 45 Issue 1 

© 2016 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  1                                                                           January  2016 

 

 
In This Issue 
 
 
  
Page...................... 1 

 President’s Message                

  
Page ………………3 
  

 Advertisers 

 Conference News 

 

Page...................... 4 

   Winter Tire Program 

 
Page…………………...7 

 Roadeo News 

  
Page……………….9 

    Speaker Biography 

  
Page……………...10 
  

 IAPT Contact Info 

 
Page……………...10 
 

   Winter Maintenance 

  
Page………………11 
 

    Winter Maintenance 

 
Page…………………..12 

       Great Weather! 

  

 
Page ……………...14 

 

      Did You Know?   
 
Page …………….19 

 From the desk of: 

 
        Mike Slife 

 Southern Region 

        Board Opening 
 
 
 
 

 

  From Your President: Mike Reinders   

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 
T I P S  

January 2016                                                                                                                                    Volume 45 Issue 1 

 

 

 

Happy New Year 

 

Hope all had a good winter break with friends and family. I guess we didn’t need to 

go to a warmer climate for the holidays, although going for a swim outside would be 

brisk.  I hope this lasts for a couple of months, but I am a realist. 

 

If you have participated in the “weekly” transportation email questions that have been 

going around, it is by no means intentional, but I wanted to remind you of the great 

resource other people in our industry are.   The initiator of the email sends out a ques-

tion that they need help with to a group, and then some reply all and some reply to the 

sender.  I did try to get a blog set up, but had minimal participation. I now have an 

IAPT group set up on Linkedin.  To participate in the group you will need to be ac-

cepted or invited.  There are a few industry people in the group, but I do not want it to 

turn into a sales lead generator, but a great place to get questions asked and hopefully 

answered.  It has been a slow start, but growing.   I will likely start posting those 

email questions to the group on Linkedin to help build interest. 

 

Plans are coming together for a great conference in June at the Embassy Suites in 

East Peoria.  Barb has been setting up speakers and working very hard at reaching out 

to those who may not have heard of IAPT or the conference.   Please let others know 

even if you are not sure if they know, we hear from people all the time that have 

never heard that IAPT existed.  I am not sure how we can reach your neighbors with-

out you. There is a wealth of collective knowledge in IAPT and untapped in those 

who are working on their own. 

 

Happy 2016 

 

Mike Reinders 

IAPT President  
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Advertisers 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the 
following pages: 
A Beep, LLC……………………………….Page 7,15 

Central States  ........................................... Page 9 

Fleet Transmission Serv ices…………….Page 17 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 21 

Inland Power Group  ............................ Page 5,20 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 13 

Motor Guardian Cam, Inc…………………Page   6 

Radilink  ................................................... Page 16 

Transfinder  .............................................. Page 20 

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

 

Hello: 

 
Several people remarked how much they enjoyed 

David Cooper from the Traffic Safety Administra-

tion as a speaker last year.  I have invited David 

again this year and we are waiting to get approval 

for him to travel to Illinois again this summer. 

 

We have arranged for George Horne as a presenter 

for this year’s conference.  Check out George’s 

biography in this issue.  George presented at 

NAPT and was very will received. 

 

Shirley Francis from the Missouri Association for 

Pupil Transportation will also be joining us.  

MOAPT has produced multiple training videos 

and we are confident that Shirley will share them 

with her Illinois neighbors. 

 
We continue to seek speakers that will provide 

answers to some of your frequently asked ques-

tions. 

 

If you have a suggestion, please contact me and I 

will follow up on all of your requests. 

 

 

Have the best and safest  

New Year! 

 

Barb  

email@ilapt.net 
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Are your drivers experiencing the winter blues?    

 
 
 
 

Start pumping your drivers up, to attend the 37th Annual IAPT School 
Bus Safety Roadeo!  This competition involves the skills that any school 

bus driver may encounter on a daily basis.  
 
 
 

 Nothing New, Nothing Hard, Fun for ALL! 

             
 
 
 

This is a great way to build your drivers team spirit.   Send a group to a 
stress free environment, to participate in the Roadeo.   It will be held in 

East Peoria, Illinois on June 15th and 16th, 2016. 
Conference, Roadeo and Mechanic information is now available    

 
www.ilapt.net 

http://www.ilapt.net
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George F. Horne is founder and owner of Horne Enterprises, a consulting firm that specializes in student 

transportation.  A graduate of Clarksville (AR) High School, Tulane University (B.A., English/History) and 

Southeastern Louisiana College (M. Ed., English/Ed. Admin.), for thirty-two years he was employed by the 

Jefferson Parish Public School System as teacher, supervisor, executive director, assistant superintendent and 

superintendent of schools. 

 

Upon his retirement in 1992, he established Horne Enterprises, specializing in student transportation consult-

ing activities:  training, routing, writing, program evaluation, expert witnessing and legal consulting and 

Head Start transportation issues.  For a four-year period (1999-2004), he was employed by the Pupil Trans-

portation Safety Institute (PTSI) as Southeast Regional Manager, serving the territory of the fourteen states 

that comprise the Southeastern States Pupil Transportation Conference. 

  

George has authored many articles on pupil transportation, has written three transportation certification 

courses for the National Association for Pupil Transportation and has co-authored training materials and ad-

ministrative procedures for Head Start transporters.  He serves on the General Operations Writing Committee 

and the Appendix Writing Committee and chairs the Editing Committee of the National Congress on School 

Transportation.  He revised the school bus driver instructor training curriculum for the Louisiana Department 

of Education and is a DOE-certified school bus driver instructor and a DOE-certified Master Instructor.  He 

is widely recognized for his many poems on the subject of pupil transportation, including the book Limer-

icks, by George!  In February 2012, he published a second book of poems entitled Black and Yellow Is Our 

World. 

 

An educator for more than fifty-five years, a student transportation advocate for more than forty years and 

recipient of the NAPT Distinguished Service Award, George believes that there is always room for improve-

ment in transportation services, and he is dedicated to making each bus ride safer for “our nation’s future.” 
 

 

 

 

The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation is proud  

 

to Welcome George Horne as a presenter at our June 

 

Conference! 
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Please 

Note 

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-229-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 
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WINTER SCHOOL BUS MAINTENANCE & DRIVING TIPS 

 

 
MAINTENANCE FOR THE WINTER MONTHS 

 

Keep all lights, mirrors, gauges, exhaust, suspension, emergency accessories, etc., operational. A driver 

should not start a route if a bus problem is detected. 

 

Replace any slick tires in order to maintain good traction, especially for winter driving. 

 

Install new wiper blades if needed and check washer fluid levels. 

 

Check the heater and the defroster unit for efficient operation. 

 

Inspect the engine compartment for cracked water hoses, frayed belts, leaking water pump or radiator, etc. Re-

place or repair as needed to prevent potential problems. 

 

Check the weather-stripping around the emergency door to prevent exhaust fumes from entering the bus. 

 

Replace broken or cracked window glass and check to see that all windows close securely to protect the chil-

dren from the rain and cold. 

 

Inspect fuel systems for leaks, cracked lines, loose mounting brackets, etc. 

 

Check the cooling system regularly. Do not neglect this system. 

 

Keep a timely record of service, repairs, or inspections done on each bus. 

 

 

WINTER DRIVING TIPS FOR BUS DRIVERS 

 

Turn on the headlights and body clearance lights when visibility is poor. Be sure that you can see and be seen 

by others. Clean light lenses as needed for maximum brightness. 

 

Use defrosters as needed to clear the windshield and windows for good visibility. 

 

Reduce your speed and be especially alert in congested areas. 

 

Brake smoothly on wet or icy roads. Avoid skidding if at all possible. 

 

Exercise extreme caution at intersections and railroad crossing. Never assume that the other motorists will or 

can stop. 

 

Be consistent in picking up your students. They will more likely be on time if you are. 
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Pay a lot of attention to the pre-trip inspections. Knowing your vehicle will result in safer driving and more 

efficient performance. 

 

Report defects promptly and in writing, especially components that are essential to the safe performance of the 

vehicle. 

 

Take care of the battery in your bus to prevent cold weather problems. 

 

Remind your students to practice good riding habits. 

 

Maintenance and Driving Tips Continued 

Great Weather Up to Now! 

 
 As we return to school following winter break we can all say we have been pretty lucky 

with the weather up to now.  Will it last? 

 

 You have all prepared long ago for the onslaught of miserable Midwest winters.  If you 

haven’t made this step a part of your winter preparations its not too late. 

 

 If you are in a rural area, contact all of your highway commissioners.  Get to know them 

and make sure to have all necessary contact information.  Its not really pleasant to have your 

first contact with someone be at 3 AM in the middle of a blizzard. 

 

  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ottawa-gatineau-school-bus-cancellations-1.1050029
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“DID YOU KNOW”- COLD WEATHER STARTING 
 

When the weather turns cold, particularly with sub-zero temperatures, there are some 

highly recommended procedures that will assist in starting diesel engines. 

 

Oil Viscosity 

The viscosity of your engine oil could make a huge difference on whether your engine 

starts. Manufacturers recommend you use 10W30 viscosity grade for the Midwestern area of 

the country.  

 

15W40 oil is rated for temperatures down to 20 degrees above zero; 10W30 oil is rated to 

zero degrees; synthetic 5W40 is rated to -20 degrees. ALL oil types need to be replaced at 

approximately 350-500 engine hours or 6 months whichever occurs first. Please view your 

owner’s manual for oil change intervals for your particular engine. 

 

Fuel Blends 

Work with your fuel supplier to assist you in purchasing the proper blend for the weather 

conditions. Additional fuel additives could improve the starting and engine performance; 

contact your bus supplier for more information. You may have a great relationship with 

your fuel supplier but you are ultimately responsible for the buses running routes each 

day.  

 

Bio-Diesel blends tend to gel when temperatures reach 20 degrees or below. If gelling oc-

curs, replace the fuel filter. 

 

Fuel Filters 

Changing the fuel filter before winter is recommended. 

Filters need to be replaced if gelling occurs. 

  

Block Heaters 

Using the engine block heaters is recommended when ambient temperature reaches 10 degrees 

Fahrenheit or below. 

 

It is recommended to unplug the block heater before starting the engine. The vibration 

from some engines may damage the hot heating element.  

Jumping Procedure When Below Zero 

Start the first bus with the use of a power boost jumper system or equal. Once the first 

unit is started, idle at higher RPM using the dash throttle for approximately 10 minutes. 

Using a 20 foot 2GA jumper cable, connect the jumper cables to the second bus and charge 

for a few minutes. 

Next, turn the ignition key “on” for 30 seconds (watch the “wait to start” symbol on the 

dash). When the symbol goes out, turn the ignition key “off” and cycle again. Repeat 3 or 

4 times before cranking the engine. Once the second bus starts, repeat the procedure 

through the entire fleet. 

 

Direct Fired Heaters 

Optional heaters. Espar or Webasto fuel-fired heaters greatly assist in warming the engine 

coolant to provide for improved engine starting, keeping engine at operating temperatures, 

defrosting the windshield and other windows, and provide driver and passenger comfort. 

These heaters use a timer programmed to pre-heat the coolant before the driver starts the 

engine. Do not leave the Espar programmed to run for extended periods without operation of 

the bus or the batteries could be drained.   

 

Note: Fuel-fired heaters use diesel fuel like the engine. They also have fuel filters. If 

the diesel fuel is gelling, it will also prevent the heater from running properly.  
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Michael Slife 

  

Principal Consultant-Transportation 

  

Illinois State Board of Education 

Something to think about: 

 

There was new legislation enacted in December that bans the aiding and abetting 

of sexual abuse.  How does this relate to your school bus operation you ask??? 

This new legislation is in the new Every Student Succeeds Act that is meant to re-

place or supplement the No Child Left Behind Act.  It includes a provision impact-

ing school bus operators, both district owned and privately run, that prohibits the 

aiding and abetting of sexual abuse, referred to as “passing the trash.”  The new 

law makes it illegal for school districts to write letters of recommendation or to 

otherwise assist “school employees, contractors or agents” in obtaining a new job, 

if the individual or agency knows, or has probable cause to believe, that the em-

ployee, contractor or agent engaged in sexual misconduct regarding a minor or 

student in violation of the law.  Please take time to talk to your Human Resources 

to make sure that your district is compliant with the new legislation. 

Southern Region Board Position Opening 

 
 The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation Board is missing a member 

to represent the southern region. 

 

 If you are interested and able to serve, please contact President, Mike  Reind-

ers at:  reindersm@winnebagoschools.org. 
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 Third notices have been sent out regarding renewal of you Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 

dues. 

 

 I will send another notice to those who have not renewed after January 1, 2016.  The Membership Direc-

tory will be published by mid-January and sadly will not contain those who have not renewed.  Your subscrip-

tion to TIPS will also end at that time. 

 

 We feel that we bring timely and important information to you in TIPS such as a monthly column by 

Mike Slife on issues that effect all of us. 

 

 I have sent an email to everyone that has renewed with the information to access the “Member’s Only” 

area of the website. 
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https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/Drug-and-Alcohol-Brochure-for-Drivers.pdf  

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/Drug-and-Alcohol-Brochure-for-Drivers.pdf
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of      each 
month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
Fax:  708-249-0071 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 

TIPS is designed, developed 
and published for the benefit 
of its membership.  Original 
articles may not be repub-
lished without the express 
written consent of IAPT. 
 
© 2015 by the Illinois Associa-
tion for Pupil Transportation 
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