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Greetings everyone, 

 

I hope your summer is going well. I would like to thank Barb Rizzo and 

all of the IAPT Board Members for helping us have a great conference. I 

personally think that the speakers at this years conference were some of 

the best I have heard. There were so many great things to take back and 

apply at your district.  

 

I would also like to thank all of the vendors who helped out and supported 

lunches, dinners, and breaks. Next year we are planning to be in Peoria 

again, but we are looking at shaking things up a bit and moving the trade 

show to a different day. We really need input from the vendors to see what 

day would work best as we know there are other trade shows that same 

week. 

 

It was great seeing Cinda and honoring her at our luncheon as well as all 

of the other IAPT Board retirees. It was also nice to see Mike Slife at most 

of the conference events. The Round table with state agencies was a big 

topic of conversation this year; stay tuned to see what happens on some 

pretty important topics as we will keep you updated as we learn them. 

With that, have a great rest of your summer and relax while you still can. 

 

Sincerely, 

Don West 

IAPT President 



Advertisers 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the 
following pages: 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  4, 12 

Inland Power Group  ............................ Page 9,18 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 21 

Central States  ......................................... Pages 6 

Radilink  ................................................... Page 14 

Transfinder  .............................................. Page 13  

  

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference  

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an ar-

ticle about some of the work-

shops you attend this year.  

Please submit articles for TIPS to 

share  some of the things you 

learned while attending the con-

ference.  Maybe something you 

learned while networking with 

your peers or at the trade show.   

Hello! 

 

 I would like to thank everyone who at-

tended the conference.  The venue was beauti-

ful.  The speakers I hope were impressive. 

 

 I sent a survey to all attendees and have 

received about 1/3 back as of today.  If you 

haven’t filled it out and would like to here is 

the link. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/

s/2NFPWWH 

 

 We can only improve and meet the 

needs of our attendees if we know what you 

want. 

 

 Please feel free to contact me with sug-

gestions for 2015 at any time.   

email@ilapt.net 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barb  
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What Do You Do All Summer? 
 

 I can’t count the number of times in the past years I have been asked this question.  

The perception of the general public is that you have nothing to do if your entire fleet is-

n’t running and regular school is not in session. 

 

 I don’t know about you but, I would always greet the final day of regular school 

with great relief.  Then….I would come to the realization that for that brief moment when 

I could take a breath that my work had just begun. 

 

 Is summer really long enough to accomplish all the tasks on your plate?  In our dis-

trict we have always taken pride in putting a fleet out at the beginning of the school year 

that was in tip-top shape.  That means cleaning every vehicle from top to bottom, taking 

care of repairs that had been put off during the school year.  We are a fairly small fleet so 

we have always painted wheels and bumpers if needed along with general cleaning. 

 

 In a year like this one where we are turning over a large amount of the fleet, the 

necessary tasks to manage the fleet change.  We still make sure the buses have been in-

spected prior to turn in and are clean.  Receiving new buses puts different things on the 

list.  Checking vehicles in and inspecting them, recording mileages, radio installation, 

making sure all have additional equipment such as brooms and scrapers.  Test running for 

problems. 

 

 The fleet is a separate issue from the fact that you are also handling summer school 

routes.  In our district many are at different sites than during the regular school year with 

different hours.  Nothing matches or works the way it might otherwise, 

 

 Consider any upgrades to your infrastructure.  Does the bus lot need resurfacing?  

Is your office being moved?  Although we are having the lot resurfaced, our office is not 

moving but, our schools are! 

 

 We will be changing from the neighborhood school concept to grade centers this 

fall.  We all know that has no effect at all on the transportation department.  Along with 

the need for completely different routes comes the need to hire and train additional staff. 

  

 This all may sound like whining.  I don’t really see it that way.  I actually find it 

amusing when someone asks what people in transportation do all summer long. 

 

 I sometimes think a better question would be:  “Is summer long enough?”  Not 

long enough for a break but, long enough to get ready for the coming school year. 
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Summer is finally here!  
 
The kids are out of school, families begin to 
plan and leave on vacations and a whole 
new list of challenges presents itself to driv-
ers.  
 
 Kids are out of school and can be  
anywhere…they are excited to be out in the  

sunshine playing and may not take care to  

look both ways before entering a street.  

 

 Many more cyclists can be expected. 
These  

include:  
 those little ones just learning and  

wobbling around with or without  

training wheels;  

 experienced cyclists touring the  

countryside loaded down with camping  

gear;  

 racers training for the next event;  

 recreational cyclists on mountain bikes  

 or cruisers;  
 Slow moving recreational vehicles driven by folks that are less than ex-

perienced driving this size vehicle in a strange place. 
 
  Tourists around landmarks. 
 
 Vehicle problems caused by hot weather.  
 
Reminders about the differences in traffic caused by the change of seasons 
are good topics for safety meetings. 
 



  TIPS Volume 40 Issue  6 

© 2011 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  6                                                                                 July         2014 

 
 
 

 

This year we had a new venue for the Roadeo and a new winner. 
 

Bryan Johnson - CUSD 303 - St Charles took first with a score of -130 out of 
a possible score of -1510 (the lower the negative number the better) 

Ronald Bair - Peoria Public Schools took second as well as Rookie of the 
year with a score of -160 

 
We had 29 total contestants signed up this year which is up a little from last 

year. We are looking at ways to improve as always and looking for a new 
wrinkle or two for next year. 

 
Encourage other drivers to attend, it is a good time and a good way to meet 

other drivers from across the state.  
 

This was not my first Roadeo, but the first I was in charge of, so thank-you 
for all who helped and a big THANK-YOU to all who participated or sent con-

testants.  
 

Mike Reinders - Roadeo Committee Chair. 



© 
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Hydrotex Awards Technician  Winner 

 

 Winner Ken Farley from St Charles District 303 takes home  

Technician's top spot again. 

 

 Ken is a repeat winner and will represent Illinois In Kansas 

City in the fall. 

 

 Good luck to Ken and congratulations to the  St. Charles 

School District technician for taking home the top prize again. 
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     BLUE BIRD / 

SCHOOL BUS  
     2009 

Manufacturer: TRUCK SER-

VICES, INC. 
Mfr's Report Date: FEB 15, 2011 

NHTSA CAMPAIGN ID Num-

ber: 11V137000  
N/ANHTSA Action Number: N/A  
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IAPT Officer Elections  
 

 The election of officers took place at the Annual Meeting on Tuesday af-
ternoon at the Conference. 
 
 Elections Results   Secretary——-Nancy Popp 
             Treasurer——Joanne Brewer 
             Northern—— Mark Engen 
                                           Central——---Larry Martinez 
             Southern——-Bob Long 
 
Congratulations to all! 
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 10                                                                           February           2014 
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Thanks for all you have done Cinda!   
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Patrick Johnson– ISTA President 

 

 

Max Christiansen-NASDPTS 

President 

 

Cinda Meneghetti-retired State 

Director 

javascript:void(0);
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Allison Donnelly is congratulated by Vice-

President Mike Reinders after her presentation 

on transitioning students from the yellow bus. 

 

Allison is with Easter Seals of Chicago and has 

worked in special education for several years. 

 

The focus of her presentation was to aid in the 

transition of  students with special needs to inte-

grate into adapting to regular transportation ser-

vices. 

 

Transportation Education 

 

The Yellow Bus 

Board member Evelyn 

Gay congratulates Dar-

win Burkhart of the Illi-

nois Environmental 

Protection  Agency. 

C:/Users/IAPT/Desktop/IAPT Conference 2014 Easter Seals.pptx
C:/Users/IAPT/Desktop/Yellow school bus as the first step tool.doc
C:/Users/IAPT/Desktop/Yellow school bus as the first step tool.doc
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Roadeo and 

Technician 

 

Competitions 
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Please  

Note ! 

       

     BLUE BIRD / 

SCHOOL BUS  
     2009 

Manufacturer: TRUCK SER-

VICES, INC. 
Mfr's Report Date: FEB 15, 2011 

NHTSA CAMPAIGN ID Num-

ber: 11V137000  
N/ANHTSA Action Number: N/A  
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Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 

Phone:  224-637-6984 
email@ilapt.net 
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IAPT Recognizes Board Service 
 

 

 

IAPT Officers are recognized for their service on the Illinois Association for Pupil 

Transportation Board.  From left to right, Barb Rizzo, Treasurer: Karen DePorto, 

Central Region Board Member: Vicki Mattson, Northern Region Board Member and  

Mike Slife; Vice-President. 

 

Both Karen and Vicki have served in multiple positions over the years.  They have 

both served as president of the Association and their contributions will be greatly 

missed. 

 

Mike Slife will be continuing in the field of Student Transportation as the State Di-

rector in his new position with the Illinois State Board of Education. 

 

Barb Rizzo will remain with the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation in the 

position of Executive Director. 
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President Don West  presents award to Gary Moore for his 

presentation on “Active Shooter on a School Bus.” 

 

Gary’s presentation was gripping with its actual recordings or 

911 tapes and videos from the school bus driver shooting and 

abduction of children in Alabama. 

 

Gary gave those in attendance excellent advice to share with 

their staffs on ways to treat potential threats from possible 

intruders, 

 

Awareness is key to any potential threat to the school bus. 

 

Gary’s presentation 

Deb Dempsey gives a presentation on the McKinney-Vento Act. 

 

This act as we all can attest creates some real transportation issues 

for districts. 

 

Having some real concrete answers to some of our questions is 

invaluable, 

 

Matt Hanafee assisted Deb with the presentation.   

 

Deb’s presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice-President Mike Reinders presents Kofi 

Kisseh with a plaque recognizing his pres-

entation at the June IAPT Conference. 

 

Kofi spoke about driver personalities and 

student management. 

C:/Users/IAPT/Documents/Active Shooter School Bus Talking Points.pptx
C:/Users/IAPT/Desktop/Transporation_Directors-_Peoria_2014_Revised[1].pptx


TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of each month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 

TIPS is designed, developed 
and published for the benefit 
of its membership.  Original 
articles may not be repub-
lished without the express 
written consent of IAPT. 
 
© 2011 by the Illinois Associa-
tion for Pupil Transportation 
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