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Hello All. 

 

IAPT 2015 Conference is now in the history books.  If you missed it, you missed a lot if great infor-

mation, great speakers, and a lot of networking.  Our registered numbers were up from last year for 

the conference, trade show and Roadeo. 

 

I know others will be highlighting speaker info in other articles, so I will just briefly mention a few.  

We have all heard of Department of Homeland Security and TSA and have preconceptions of this 

department, but David Cooper shared from the Ground Transportation side and was an excellent 

speaker.  Every district likely has students that place somewhere on the Autism Spectrum, Susan 

Hamre – Giant Steps, kept your attention for both sessions as well as the School Bus Drivers who deal 

with this population daily. Great questions from the groups and from family’s who have family mem-

bers with Autism, really brought the challenges close to home and heart. 

 

New and current drivers will face new challenges with CDL’s.  The Secretary of State has to comply 

with new regulations from the Federal side.  These changes prompted the SOS office to ask for a 

separate timeslot to discuss the issue with those in attendance. Again lots of Q&A in what seemed to 

little time. 

 

With regret, we were not able to hold the Mechanic/Tech competition this year as the numbers were 

lower than last year.  To bring in speakers and vendors for a smaller number, was just not fair or feasi-

ble. 

 

The Trade show attendance was great with more invited to attend. New products were on display as 

well as some new or returning vendors. 

 

The 2015 Roadeo, started with the “Pre-Trip” por-

tion during the Trade show and the speaker after 

the trade show.  The obstacle course was a chal-

lenge for those setting it up as well as the competi-

tors. We did incorporate one of the new SOS skills 

test, parallel parking. 

 

So all said, if you missed the Conference this year, 

put next year on your radar. 

 

Have a great summer. 

 

 

Mike Reinders 

Newly Elected IAPT President 
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Advertisers 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the 
following pages: 
A Beep, LLC……………………………….Page 8,14 

Central States  ........................................... Page 9 

Fleet Transmission Serv ices…………….Page 17 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 21 

Inland Power Group  ............................ Page 4,20 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 12 

Motor Guardian Cam, Inc…………………Page   6 

Radilink  ................................................... Page 14 

Transfinder  .............................................. Page 15 

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

 

Hi: 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the 

conference and for the support from the 

vendors who exhibited  at the Trade 

Show. 

 

We don’t take much of a break and are 

already planning next years conference. 

 

If you have ideas for us, don’t hesitate to 

share. 

 

We are looking at multiple venues for 

2016 and beyond and will keep you 

posted, 

 

Thanks also to our State Agencies for 

their continued cooperation to help us 

provide the safest transportation possi-

ble to school students in Illinois. 

 

 

Note:  No TIPS published in August! 

 

Thanks for your support, 

 

Barb Rizzo 

IAPT Executive Director 

email@ilapt.net 
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The Illinois Association for Pupil  School Bus Safety Roadeo was held in Peoria on June 17 and 18, 2015. 

 

There were 27 competitors who took part in the two day event.  Roadeo contestants joined conference atten-

dees for lunch before having the opportunity to visit the numerous trade show exhibits.  Day one consisted 

of the Pre-trip portion of the competition and a presentation by Susan Hamre on Autism.  Susan Hamre was 

a conference presenter who spoke to contestants offering insights into autism and dealing with students 

whose behavior must be managed on the school bus.  

 

Day two began with a written exam.  Contestants then proceeded to the road course where the addition of 

the newly required parallel park was a challenge to all. 

 

Day two was capped off by the dinner and awards ceremony at the Pere Marquette.   Crystal Bush of Illinois 

Central School Bus was the first place winner and will represent Illinois in Minneapolis for the national 

competition.  Rookie of the year was taken by Rockford School Districts Tammy Artz.  Runner –up was 

Debbie L’Abbe, representing First Student.  Robbie Davison, Rockford School District, third place.  Ronald 

Bair, Peoria School District was fourth and Don McBride,  First Student was in fifth place. 

 

Congratulations to all!    
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Meet One of our Newest Board Members 

 
Kim Rentner 

 

Kimberly Rentner is currently the Transportation Supervisor Leyden Schools 212.  Kim 
joins the IAPT Board as the newly elected Northern Region representative. 
 
Kim joins the IAPT Board with an impressive  resume in student transportation.  She 
brings 16 years of experience in student transportation including experience with Special 
Needs transportation with her as she joins the board. 
 
Preparing training manuals for several districts and companies has kept Kim busy 
throughout the years.  Most currently being instrumental in founding the Cook County 
Directors Association sponsored by West 40 ISC has been a top priority. 
 
Kim has experience as a Third Party Tester and is a Certified Air Brake Adjuster. 
 
In her position as a member of the Illinois Pupil Transportation Advisory Committee and 
in conjunction with her position as a Certified State Instructor she has been instrumental 
in the 2015 revision of Illinois State School bus Curriculum 
  
Kim wants you to know:  What is my greatest accomplishment? Raising my daughters 
and showing them girls can do anything! 
 
My passion for the industry is driven by the students that I help provide a service for.  
Because of them I hope to help increase standards in an effort to provide the highest 
quality service.  
 
It is an honor to serve on the board of such a great organization. 
 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/franklin-park/news/ct-fhj-internet-buses-tl-0312-20150309-story.html 
 
 

Follow this link to see what Kim has been up to lately. 
 
Welcome to the board! 
 
It is important to the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation to have members who 
are willing to give their time and energy to our organization.  This is the only way we can 
continue to be strong and to grow. 
 
Thank you, Kim. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/franklin-park/news/ct-fhj-internet-buses-tl-0312-20150309-story.html
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Please 

Note 

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-229-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 
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 We wish to welcome the newest members of the IAPT Board and the newly elected 

officers. 

 

 As you may have noticed, Mike Reinders from the Winnebago School District is our 

new President.  Mike Stier, Pleasant Plains School District is the newly elected Vic-

President. 

 

 Elected to represent the Northern Region is Kimberly Rentner, Leyden School Dis-

trict, and Darla Dicken of the Oakwood School District has been elected to represent the 

Central Region. 

 

 Don West who has served as President for the past four years now becomes the Im-

mediate Past President. 

  

 It is the hope of this board as with past boards that they are able to serve the or-

ganization and to help it grow. 

 

 We thank each of these people for their service. 
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Darla Dicken 

 

Newly Elected 

 

Central Region 

 Darla Dicken was elected to be one of the Central Region representa-

tives at the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation Annual meeting 

this June in Peoria, Illinois. 

 

 She has been involved in student transportation for the past 14 years 

and is currently the Coordinator for the Oakwood School District # 76. 

 

 Darla considers herself a “Safety Guru”, always pushing school bus 

safety to its highest level. 

 

 She gives credit to her staff for their commitment to helping her 

achieve the safest transportation for students that is possible. 

 

 Darla says, “My heart’s desire is to transport every student the safest 

and most enjoyable way to and from school.” 

 

 We know that the enthusiasm Darla brings to the IAPT Board will be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Welcome, Darla! 
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Michael Slife 

Principal Consultant –Transportation 

Illinois State Board of Education 

  

School Bus Driver Training Curriculum 

 
Please note that there is a new training curriculum that can be found online.  It is linked on 

the IAPT website and it is here for you today listed under curriculum and training materials: 

http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/student_transport.htm.  When you click on the curriculum 

you can either download the entire book or you can select certain sections to view.  I encour-

age everyone to take some time and reread the training as well as give the link or print out a 

copy for veteran drivers to look at.  There were many updates as well as the addition of a 

new section. 

Please take some time to review the other items listed in the curriculum and training materi-

als on this link.  There are many useful documents that have been created and are there for 

your use. 

Another link that is full of great transportation related resources is http://www.isbe.net/

funding/html/transportation.htm that will help either your operation, the Pupil Transportation 

Claim or on training drivers. 

If you have any questions on the materials or other general transportation questions feel free 

to contact me at mslife@isbe.net or 217-782-5256. 

Mike also wanted you to be aware of the following: 

NHTSA recently announced a very useful tool for looking up vehicles by Vehicle ID 
number (VIN) to see if they are affected by any outstanding safety recalls.  To try it 
out for your personal or fleet vehicles, go to: https://vinrcl.safercar.gov/vin/ 

  

http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/student_transport.htm
http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/transportation.htm
http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/transportation.htm
mailto:mslife@isbe.net
https://vinrcl.safercar.gov/vin/
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What is Adherence? 

Selected from the book: Sticking to It: The Power of Adherence  
  

Every year on January 1st, people make new resolutions. It is a time to start fresh, to implement new plans for 

various areas of our lives. But we all know what happens…about 70% of all New Year’s resolutions last less 

than one month. Many last less than a week or even a day. We do not have bad intentions; it is just that most 

of us do not stick to it long enough to create a new habit – a new way of behaving. 

 

The same process happens in organizations every day. Leaders develop brilliant strategies and are initially 

motivated to implement them. And yet, most leaders do not stick to their strategies long enough to complete 

them and achieve the desired results. 

  

The game is won not by creating new strategies, but by sticking to your current strategy – it is called Adher-

ence. 

  

So, how do you achieve Adherence? Based on the experiences of high-achieving individuals and teams, there 

are three key components of Adherence: Focus, Competence and Passion. The relationship between these 

three components is best illustrated by a multiplication equation: 

  

Focus x Competence x Passion = Adherence 

When you think about Adherence this way, the critical role of each component becomes clear. For example, 

on a scale from 0 to 10, if one component is missing (Focus = 0, Competence = 4, Passion = 8), there can be 

no Adherence. 

0 x 4 x 8 = 0. 

There is also an exponential relationship between the three components. In other words, a higher level of Fo-

cus, Competence or Passion will result in a dramatic increase in Adherence. As you increase each compo-

nent, you build momentum toward executing your strategy. A team builds momentum as it adheres to its plan 

the same way you build momentum when you achieve small goals that lead to bigger goals. The required ef-

fort decreases over time as actions become habits, and the momentum increases, resulting in a self-

reinforcing cycle of achievement. 

 

The results of building Adherence can be compared to the results of planting a bamboo seed. When the seed 

is planted and nurtured, it can take up to two years for a sprout to break through the earth. But once it does, it 

can grow over 100 feet in two weeks! This accurately describes the journey and benefits of building Adher-

ence.  
 

Adherence ... it is the key variable between simply creating our personal and organizational vision, and actu-

ally achieving it. We all know the pattern ... we set wonderful goals and develop strategies that we have every 
intention of implementing, but then we don't stick with our strategies well enough to achieve the de-

sired result! The problem is, even if we know the exact formula needed to reach our goals, real change will 

never happen unless we actually apply the formula and STICK WITH IT! 

Sticking to It: The Power of Adherence by Lee. J. Colan 

http://walkthetalk.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f89bce0be7e1813d8ad34042&id=bdb99a8add&e=d64409fda6
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Additional Commercial Driver’s License Skills Obstacles 

 
Effective July 1, 2015 
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Conference Feedback 
 

Rather than go through a lengthy survey, or one that didn’t give you the opportunity to express 

yourself, please take the time to jot us a brief note if you feel strongly about something from 

the conference. 

 

Did you enjoy any of the program.  If so, what?  Did you hate it?  Were you able to take away 

at least one useful piece of information? 

 

Are there topics you would like to see presented?  Would you like classes offered that could be 

used as part of a certification process through NAPT? 

 

How was the food, the hotel? 

 

It isn’t always easy to take criticism but, it’s the only way we can improve things.  So….let us 

have it!      email@ilapt.net 
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of each month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
Fax:  708-249-0071 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 

TIPS is designed, developed 
and published for the benefit 
of its membership.  Original 
articles may not be repub-
lished without the express 
written consent of IAPT. 
 
© 2011 by the Illinois Associa-
tion for Pupil Transportation 
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