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Greetings 

 

Another year is in the books., as I start to write this on the last day of school, and only about 2 

weeks from the Conference in Peoria. 

 

I hope your year has been a safe and not more stressful than normal.  The ebb and flow re-

minds me of what a pilot once said to me. “Flying a plane is hours of boredom interrupted by 

moments of panic” The day to day routine can be going well, then you get the call; 

I won’t be in, my gerbil is sick. 

We haven’t left yet so all 3 buses won’t be back for PM route.  

AD calls and reschedules a game on a day when the schedule was already over booked and a 

driver is sick.   

Fill in the blank ___________________________________________________. 

 

We all have heard them all and more.  And somehow you just can’t say “your mistake does 

not constitute an emergency on my part.”  I bought a T-shirt last year that says Transportation 

Director because freakin miracle worker is not an official job title. (Yes, I did wear it to a 

school board meeting)  And so many day’s, people outside of the 2 of us in the office can 

never know what happens to make it look like things went as smooth as always.   Let’s just 

say I do NOT want any cameras or microphones in our office.  Padding on the wall behind 

my desk might be a wise move though.   What happens in the office, stays in the office.  

 

Also, do you get asked, “What do you do all summer?”  We are already planning next year 

and still have runs every week during the summer.   

 

I hope this does not come across as venting, my goal was to commiserate. 

 

Have a great Summer.  
 

 

Mike Reinders, IAPT President     
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Advertisers 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the  
following pages: 
 

Central States  ........................................... Page 8 

Diga-Talk……………………………………...Page 7 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 17 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 11 

School-Radio.com………………………. Page 13                           

 

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

Hello: 

 

 Well, another Annual Conference 

is in the books.  From the surveys that 

were returned it appears that everyone 

was pleased with the Embassy Suites. 

 

 Its always fun to try something 

new! 

 

 We will be at the Pere Marquette 

in 2017 with the Trade Show at the  

Peoria Civic Center. 

 

 I am already working on a pro-

gram for next year and as always will 

try to fulfill any requests you may make. 

 

 The IAPT Board and Officers 

really want to provide answers to your 

questions and to give you information on 

the topics that you may be struggling 

with. 

 

 If you have expertise in an area, 

we need your input.  So, please consider 

sharing.   It can be an article for TIPS or  

possibly a presentation at our next con-

ference. 

 

Looking ahead to June 20-22, 2017 

  

Barb  

email@ilapt.net 
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Josh Myers is an attorney with the Schultz & Meyers a law firm of Saint Louis.  He shared the sad tale of a bus 

driver’s negligence which resulted in a child’s death.  Josh’s firm was chosen by parents, Matt and Kim, to represent 

them for their child, 6 year-old student Hunter Pitt killed by his own school bus driver. 

The child was being delivered home in North Callaway County, MO in January 2011.  The driver only waited 3.7 

seconds before closing the door of the bus and proceeding - knocking Hunter down, the rear dual tires driving over 

his head. It was said Hunter may have seen the tires coming toward him before he died. 

The driver was criminally charged and convicted in this case; losing his license for 5 years and must perform 100 

hours of community service; he received a suspended sentence and probation. 

To teach administrative transportation personnel Josh introduced us to the Safety Stool: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Josh explained it this way; consider the three legs of the stool one of 

the above components.  If you remove any one of three legs on the 

stool, it will tumble.  We, as school bus professionals must be sure 

that we are always hiring safe drivers, we must supervise and docu-

ment the training of our bus drivers.  Another thing that he mentioned is we should “Hire Slow and Fire Fast”.  Josh 

said to prevent student accidents we should teach to Danger Zones surrounding the bus. 

A gentleman by the name of Carlisle Beasley, Director of School Bus Transportation for Nashville, was hired as a 

professional consultant in Hunter Pitt’s case.  Carlisle stated he managed student transportation for 33 years and had 

no student accidents.  He achieved this by consistently enforcing safety rules.  He further stated that if you consis-

tently enforce safety rules, drivers will consistently follow them.  Josh said Carlisle further explained; “People are 

creatures of habit, if drivers consistently DO NOT enforce bus safety rules, students will consistently NOT follow 

them”.   

Josh said Carlisle attributes his 33 years of no student accidents by instructing drivers to enforce 3 Basic Rules: 

Make Them Walk 

Make Them Wait 

Make The Count 
When your kids are in school, you put them on a bus five days each week and entrust the bus driver and the school district to keep them safe 

and get them home at the end of the day. Getting a call from the school or a hospital saying that your child has been injured in a school bus 

accident can cause tremendous worry, anxiety, and even anger that your child was hurt because of someone else’s negligence. 

 

Josh can be reached at josh@schultzmyers.com/314-444-4444 

Thanks to Nancy Lahey for this article. 

Consider this your Safety Stool 

THE THREE LEGS 
Hire Safe, Qualified Drivers 

Supervise Your Drivers 

Train and Reinforce your Training with Driv-

ers 

mailto:josh@schultzmyers.com
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Families in  
Transition  

(AKA 
Homeless)  

 
 

 
Presenter Deb Foust – Homeless Lead Liaison at the 
newly combined Lee, Ogle & Whiteside ROE #47 
 
This topic is a challenge we all face, too often and seems to increase each year.  Deb did 
only touch on some of  the pending changes to the act, because they are not yet cast in 
stone.  Deb did stress the need to work with these families while attempting not to add 
to the stress level they are already facing.  There are a multitude of  potential obstacles to 
a good, stable educational program for the students impacted. From the repeated change 
of  address to phone contact that proves problematic (out of  minutes, disconnected, 
etc.). 
The intent of  the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act is designed to provide 
something stable in the student’s life in this trying time.  
Deb stressed the need for communication and a way to help is to have the School Dis-
trict’s Liaison be the central point of  contact, with the goal to minimize potential confu-
sion from the various school staff  involved in the students experience in the school.   
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Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-229-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 

Please 

Note 
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2016 Illinois School Bus Safety Roadeo Winners 

 
From Left to Right 

 

First Place   Tim Patterson  First Student 

 

Second Place  Tom Menges  First Student 

 

Rookie of the Year  Toni Cooke  Illinois Central School Bus  Godfrey 

 

Tim will compete in the National Roadeo this weekend!!1 
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Joanne Brewer, IAPT Treasurer survives being sawed in half! 

Mr. D  impresses 

with slight of 

hand! 
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America's Best Skills Challenge 

 

America's Best Training & Skills Challenge 

 

 

 

IAPT and Hydrotex Combine to 

sponsor the Winner of the Illinois 

Association for Pupil  

Transportation Technician  

Competition to take part in the 

America’s Best Skills Challenge in 

Kansas City, Missouri! 

 

Rockford Sweeps Technician’s Competition 
 

Richard Zipse, Rockford School District on right was the winner of the 2016 IAPT Technician Competition.  

Rich will represent he State of Illinois at the America’s Best Competition in Kansas City, Missouri in Novem-

ber. 

 

Runner - Up, James Olson also with the Rockford School District is pictured on the left. 
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  TIPS Volume 46 Issue  4 

An Excerpt from- Getting the BEST from Yourself and Others ... 

How to Orchestrate Your Attitude  

 

10 Words That Can Make You More Powerful 

 

Are you using positive words for success? Find out.... 

The words you use are more powerful than you imagine. Most people greet each 

other with words that have no power. Think of the last time you heard someone 

else (or even yourself) respond to a greeting of "How are you?" with "Oh, I am 

doing so-so," "Hanging in there," "I'm surviving" or "Not too bad." It probably 

wasn't much past yesterday. 

Try this: use words to change your situation, not to describe it.    

The next time anyone asks, "How are you?" whether it's someone at work or a 

cashier at the store, respond with strength. Give them an energetic, enthusiastic, 

"Great!" or "Terrific!"    

It will be hard to do without a smile on your face, and you are likely to get one 

back. Second, you will likely feel a physical response of increased energy. Third, 

your words will send a message to your mind that will be consistent with feeling 

Great! or Terrific! 

To see the results, you have to do this often and with sincere enthusiasm (not 

robotically). When you do, your subconscious mind will begin to act on what you 

are saying and begin to design your reality to be consistent with your thoughts 

and words. 

Yoda from Star Wars, understood this when he commanded Luke Skywalker, 

"Do or do not. There is no try." 

Speaking with power also creates a sense of accountability and commitment to 

get the best from yourself and others. Your challenge is to consciously avoid us-

ing words that are power killers. These words sap energy and commitment from 

http://walkthetalk.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f89bce0be7e1813d8ad34042&id=a76b4c112c&e=d64409fda6
http://walkthetalk.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8f89bce0be7e1813d8ad34042&id=a76b4c112c&e=d64409fda6
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Omitting these words is not enough. A sports team needs more than just a 

good defense to win; it also needs a powerful offense. So, mobilize your own 

offensive assault with the words you choose. 

Build positive mental connections and commitment by using these power 

builders: 

1. I can 

2. I will 

3. Expect the best 

4. Commit 

5. I know 

6. I will make the time 

7. Positively 

8. I am confident 

9. I do believe 

10.All things are possible. 
 
The power of your actions is preceded by the power of your words. Speak with 

power to bring out the best in yourself and others.   

  

10 Words That Can Make You More Power-

ful, Cont. 
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Michael Slife 

  

Principal Consultant-Transportation 

  

Illinois State Board of Education 

At both the school bus instructors training on June 13th and the IAPT Conference 

June 15th the topic of Multi-Function School Activity Buses (MFSAB) came up.  In 

both cases at one point or another, discussion was about whether the MFSAB needed 

to stop at the railroad crossings like a yellow school bus.  The quick answer is NO, 

they do not need to stop, not even with passengers on board as they really are not 

school buses. 

 

 

Illinois Vehicle Code (625 ILCS 5/11-1202) lists what vehicles must stop at all railroad 

grade crossings. 

 

MFSAB’s are not 26,000 pounds 

MFSAB’s are carrying fewer than 16 people 

MFSAB’s are not yellow as required under (5/12-801) 

MFSAB’s do not have a stop arm (5/12-803) 

MFSAB’s do not have the special lighting required under (5/12-805) 

Drivers of MFSAB generally do not have to have CDL’s 

 

 

Please note that many districts that use MFSAB for sporting events and other non-

curriculum relate events do not have trained drivers in them.  Get the word out to districts 

that these vehicles do not stop at the railroad crossings.  Vehicles trailing behind school 

buses don’t always stop when the vehicle is large, yellow and has its warning lights on.  It is 

even less likely they will stop for the MFSAB. 
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Please submit items for TIPS by 
the 5th of each month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984  Cell: 708-651-3124 
Fax:  708-249-0071 

  

Imperfect action is 

better than perfect in-

action. 
~Harry Truman 

TIPS is designed, developed and 
published for the benefit of its 
membership.  Original articles 
may not be republished without 
the express written consent of 
IAPT. 
© 2016 by the Illinois Association 
for Pupil Transportation 


