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Hello everyone, 

 

I hope you are surviving this thing we call winter. I am looking forward to the 

warm weather promised in the extended forecast.   

 

I want to talk to you about the value of collaborative training for your office staff. 

The past few weeks I have been training all of my office staff on the various com-

puter programs that we use. This might sound strange since they use it every day, 

but the interesting part was there were things that each of them didn’t know. We 

set aside an hour in the day and I had a PowerPoint put together of screen shots of 

software and I explained how I use the software, then we went around the room to 

see if someone else does the same thing I just did, but differently. Interestingly 

enough we all had our own ways of doing things, which I expected and antici-

pated, but to hear and see the reactions of how things could be done easier for 

something they do every day was great.  

 

Each week we had a different topic and each week we all learned something new. 

I then updated the PowerPoint and emailed to everyone in the office so they can 

use it as a reference anytime they need it. I learned a ton about the software just 

going through things step by step and actually reading all of the options in the 

drop down menus and trying them out. I truly believe even your most veteran of-

fice staff has forgotten or didn’t even know some of the options available in the 

software you use.  

 

Even training on basic software like Word and Excel will enhance the productiv-

ity of your office staff. There are always different and better ways of doing things 

as long as you are willing to learn. Since our trainings each office staff member 

has commented on using something that we have trained on. Take the opportunity 

to bring your staff together and grow as a  

team. 

 

Have a great spring and see you at the  

conference. 

 

Don West 

IAPT President 
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In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the 
following pages: 
 

Central States  ......................................... Pages 9 

Fleet Transmission Services…………….Page 17 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 21 

Inland Power Group  ............................ Page 4,20 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 12 

Motor Guardian Cam, Inc…………………Page   6 

Radilink  ................................................... Page 14 

Transfinder  .............................................. Page 15 

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

 

Hi: 

 

Are you new to transportation or has the filing 

of the Transportation Claim suddenly become 

your responsibility? 

 

Mike Slife, Principal Consultant-

Transportation ISBE will be holding a session 

at the conference explaining the claim and  

answering questions. 

 

So, start your list of questions today. 

 

Roadeo and Technician’s Registrations are on 

the website. 

 

We have several conference registrations al-

ready in and we are happily welcoming several 

new vendors to the Trade Show. 

 

Once again, don't wait to book your hotel res-

ervations at the Pere and get your conference 

requests to your boards. 

 

Remember when talking to your neighbors, its 

never too late to join IAPT. 

 

Thanks for your support, 

 

Barb Rizzo 

IAPT Executive Director 

email@ilapt.net 
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12 Tips for Effective Special-Needs Training 
Use local resources within your special-education department to train drivers and 

attendants in managing student behavior during the bus ride. 

 

By Cheryl Wolf 
 
Cheryl Wolf is a special-needs transportation specialist with nearly 30 years of experience in the school bus industry. She 

can be reached at cwolf22@comcast.net or (765) 426-9747. 

 

Transporting students with disabilities safely is a very complex procedure that requires, by federal guidelines, training for 

anyone providing the related service. 

School bus drivers and attendants need to be trained and qualified in operating equipment, federal and state laws pertain-

ing to transporting students with disabilities, loading and unloading procedures, securing procedures for students using a 

wheelchair, proper use of child safety restraint systems, behavior management and emergency evacuation — just to name 

a few. 

How do we do this in a time of dwindling budgets and with the many time constraints we are under? There is a need to 

think of innovative ways to provide ongoing training for our drivers and attendants so they can transport our most vulner-

able population in the safest possible manner. 

There is a plethora of good training material out there that can be used in many ways, or you can build your own training 

program. Here are some tips for bolstering special-needs training: 

To build your own program, Google "transporting students with disabilities," and you will find many helpful websites that 

will start you on your quest for training material. For example, the Easter Seals Project Action site provides a list that will 

guide you to various publications (click here to view the list). 

 

1. Many states have their training manuals posted to their websites. These can be used as a starting point to design a 

training program specific to your operation. 
Another key resource is the National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures manual, which can be 

downloaded at www.ncstonline.org. 

1. Start with the basics of the federal and state legislation that governs the transportation of students with disabilities and 

your district policies and procedures. Giving this basic information helps the drivers and attendants understand why it is 

necessary to do what we do. 

2. Identifying the characteristics of different disabilities and how they might impact transportation is also helpful for the 

drivers and attendants. 

3. Equipment training, many times, will be provided by the manufacturer, such as the wheelchair lift and wheelchair 

securement companies. 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has training material for the use of child safety restraint systems on 

the school bus. Go to www.nhtsa.gov/school-buses. 

1. Use local resources within your special-education department to train drivers and attendants in managing student be-

havior during the bus ride. 

2. Involve your local fire department and emergency responders to plan emergency evacuation drills, and help educate 

them on how a student's disability might impact how the child would be evacuated. 

3. Some other key training topics that need to be incorporated into your training program are confidentiality, student-

specific medical conditions, sensitivity training and district-specific policies. 

4. All areas of training should be documented when given and put in the drivers' and attendants' files. 
Another important aspect of building a training program is to draw from the knowledge of pupil transportation veterans as 

well as the new kids on the block. Ask them what they see for the future of special-needs transportation and how to pre-

pare and train our drivers for it. There is a wealth of information in our special-needs transportation community, and many 

are more than willing to share. 

Well-trained drivers and attendants will provide the safest transportation for our 

students with disabilities on the school bus.     
 

http://projectaction.easterseals.com/site/DocServer/School_Transportation_of_Children_with_Disabilities.pdf?docID=8043
http://www.ncstonline.org/
http://www.nhtsa.gov/School-Buses
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Michael Slife 

Principal Consultant –Transportation 

Illinois State Board of Education 

 

Pending Legislation 3/9/15 

 

SB 1  Creates the School Funding Reform Act of 2015 
 

SB 52  Amends the Transportation Article of the School Code. Provides that a significant risk of vio-
lent crime constitutes a serious safety hazard. Provides that the Department of State Police shall review the 
findings of the school board concerning a significant risk of violent crime and shall approve or disapprove the 
school board's determination that a serious safety hazard exists within 30 days after the school board sub-
mits its findings to the Department. Provides that the Department may be requested to verify that the condi-
tions have not changed. Provides that no action shall lie against the Department for decisions made in accor-
dance with this amendatory Act. Provides that the Administration Review Law shall apply to and govern all 
proceedings instituted for the judicial review of final administrative decisions of the Department. Effective im-
mediately. 
 

SB 1885 Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Includes highways on public school property in the classifi-
cation of non-designated highways. Requires vehicles to stop before meeting or overtaking, from either direc-
tion, any school bus stopped on a public school highway. 
 

HB 255  Amends the Transportation Article of the School Code. Provides that a school board shall 
provide free transportation for pupils residing at a distance of 2 miles (instead of one and one-half miles) or 
more from school. Makes related changes in provisions concerning the transportation of pupils less than that 
distance from school, pupils attending a charter school or nonpublic school, reimbursement by the State for 
transportation, and reimbursement of a custodian of a qualifying pupil for transportation expenses paid by the 
custodian. Effective July 1, 2015. 
HB 255  Amended by taking out 29-5 and 29-5.2 so still 2 mile walk boundary by schools can still get 
reimbursed at the 1.5 mile limit. 
 

HB 332  Amends the Transportation Article of the School Code. Provides that each school board may 
provide free transportation for any pupil residing within 1 1/2 miles from the school attended where conditions 
are such that walking, either to or from the school to which a pupil is assigned for attendance or to or from a 
pick-up point or bus stop, constitutes a serious hazard to the safety of the pupil due to a significant risk of 
violent crime. Requires the Department of State Police to adopt guidelines as to what constitutes a serious 
safety hazard due to a significant risk of violent crime. Provides that the Department of State Police shall re-
view the findings of the school board concerning a significant risk of violent crime and shall approve or disap-
prove the school board's determination that a serious safety hazard exists within 30 days after the school 
board submits its findings to the Department of State Police. Makes related changes. Effective immediately. 
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Upcoming Legislation Continued 
 
 
HB 335  This addresses crimes for which someone cannot be a school bus driver.     Amends the Criminal Code of 

2012. Creates 2 separate offenses of unlawful use or possession of weapons by felons and unlawful use or possession of weapons by persons in 
the custody of the Department of Corrections facilities. Establishes penalties. Changes the penalties for aggravated unlawful use of a weapon. 
Provides that a sentence of county impact incarceration is not authorized for aggravated unlawful use of a weapon or for unlawful possession of a 
firearm by a street gang member. Provides that unlawful possession of a firearm by a street gang member is a Class 2 felony for which the person 
shall (rather than may) be sentenced to 4 (rather than 3) years and no more than 10 years. Amends the Unified Code of Corrections. Provides 
that a prisoner serving a sentence for certain unlawful use or possession of weapons by felons violations shall receive no more than 7.5 days of 
sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence of imprisonment; and that a prisoner serving a sentence for unlawful possession of a fire-
arm by a street gang member; certain violations of unlawful use or possession of weapons by felons; or a Class 2 or greater felony for aggravated 
unlawful use of a weapon shall receive no more than 4.5 days of sentence credit for each month of his or her sentence of imprisonment. Permits 
the issuance of sentence credits, at the Department of Corrections discretion, for persons convicted of unlawful use or possession of weapons by 
felons under certain circumstances. Amends various other Acts to make conforming changes. 

 

HB 2415 Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that a student in grades K through 12 with an Individual-
ized Education Plan (IEP) with a staff to student ratio of 1 to 5 may be transported in a multi-function school activity 
bus for any curriculum-related activity except for transportation on regular bus routes from home to school or from 
school to home. 
 

HB 3634 Amends the Transportation Article of the School Code. Requires a school board to develop and im-
plement a policy for notifying the parent of each student of any school bus stop located within 500 feet of the resi-
dence of a person required to register under the Sex Offender Registration Act. Effective July 1, 2015. 
 

HB 4087 Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that an applicant for school bus driver permits who is 

unable to submit fingerprints due to a condition that has removed his or her fingerprints shall submit to a non-

fingerprint based criminal background check. Provides that non-fingerprint based criminal background checks shall 

be conducted through a search of the Illinois State Police's computerized criminal history record files using identifiers 

such as the name, sex, race, and date of birth of the applicant. Makes conforming changes. 

 

 

IAPT Conference Registration 

 

IAPT Vendor Registration 

 

IAPT Mechanic/Technician Registration 

 

IAPT Roadeo Registration 

C:/Users/IAPT/Desktop/2015 Illinois Conference.docx
C:/Users/IAPT/Desktop/Vendor_Packet_2015.pdf
C:/Users/IAPT/Desktop/Mechanics2015.pdf
C:/Users/IAPT/Desktop/Roadeo Registration 2015.pdf
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Please 

Note 

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-229-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 
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Please pass along this message to Illinois school districts throughout the state.  We still have some federal fund-

ing previously awarded to the Illinois EPA to assist Illinois school districts in purchasing new propane school 

buses.  In addition, the U.S. EPA contacted me this morning asking if we had any school districts interested in 

propane school buses for potential upcoming funding opportunities (in addition to the current funding!).  To 

date, and to our knowledge, eight school districts in our state have recently purchased new propane school 

buses in lieu of new diesel buses.  The primary reason is due to government incentives that are currently avail-

able, the low cost of propane as a vehicle fuel, and the clean, environmental benefits of cleaner air and im-

proved health for students.  We currently have funding for both “downstate” districts and for those in the Chi-

cago metropolitan area.  Districts that are currently using propane in their bus fleet but would like to purchase 

additional buses are also welcome.  Note:  Leased buses cannot be funded. 

  

School districts that are interested and would like to learn more may contact me at 217/524-5008 or email  

Darwin.Burkhart@illinois.gov.  Thanks.      

  

Darwin Burkhart, Manager 

Clean Air Programs 

Division of Mobile Source Programs 

Illinois EPA 

mailto:Darwin.Burkhart@illinois.gov
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Pretty much all rear end collisions can be prevented by maintaining a safe follow-
ing distance from the vehicle in front of you.  
 

 
Q: What is a safe following distance and how can you check that you are leaving 
enough room?  
 
Answer:  
 
The only way to accurately check your following distance is by using the ‘time in-
terval formula’ which works by picking a fixed landmark like a sign or some other 
stationary object and counting seconds as the vehicle in front of you passes it. The 
number of seconds that you count is your time interval.  
Under the best conditions, the minimum number of seconds needs to be 2 and 
more as conditions change or deteriorate.  
 

Q: Why is this so important? Stopping distance is a combination of reaction dis-
tance and braking distance. Reaction distance is the distance that your vehicle 
travels from the time you see a reason to apply brakes to when you actually move 
your foot to the brake pedal and begin to slow down. If you are too close to the ve-
hicle in front, you will hit them NO MATTER HOW GOOD A DRIVER YOU ARE be-
cause only you can get to the brake as fast as a human can move and by the time 
you get there if the guy in front is already braking hard, you don’t have a chance.  
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I Know they are out there!! 
 

I know that each of us involved in the school transportation industry hears about someone regularly who 

does something above and beyond to insure the safety of their riders or just to make a difference in some-

one’s life. 

 

The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation would like to acknowledge those involved in school 

transportation that have done something extraordinary. 

 

So often people we know do wonderful things and even though they may feel it was just their job, they 

have actually done an outstanding service.  Heroes can be a driver who sees a need and steps up to fill it.   

Drivers have done things like contributing to the efforts of the school play by sewing costumes, making 

sure a student has lunch money, encouraging a student with homework are all things that make a differ-

ence in a student’s life. 

 

If you know of someone who should be recognized, please submit a description an event or act for which 

you feel this person should be recognized to Barbara Rizzo at peotonebus@prodigy.net or by mail at P.O. 

Box 1027, Peotone, IL 60468 by May 15, 2015. 

 

If chosen, this person will be recognized at the Annual Conference in June at Peoria, Illinois. The recipi-

ent of this award will be invited to attend the conference at IAPT expense including an overnight stay. 

 

mailto:peotonebus@prodigy.net
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Dear Colleague,  
Here’s a classic management reminder for us all:  

Model the behavior you expect from others 
 

Here are 10 reasons leaders should model positive attitudes: 
 
1. It improves trust and respect at all levels. 
2. It protects leadership’s reputation. 
3. It increases team members' willingness to make and keep their com-
mitments. 
4. It eliminates inconsistencies that become obstacles to good team 
member attitudes. 
5. It increases cooperation and collaboration. 
6. It fosters a positive work culture. 
7. It enhances customer service. 
8. It increases pride, professionalism, and productivity  
9. It enhances a team’s ability to attract and retain the best of  the best 
employees. 
10. It helps ensure the short-term AND long-term success of the enter-
prise. 
 
AND a bonus reason ... 
It’s simply the right thing to do! 
You can find these tips, and so much more, in our Management Skills 
Trio. 
Lead Well and Lead Right,   
Eric Harvey & Your Entire Walk The Talk Team 

http://walkthetalk.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=8f89bce0be7e1813d8ad34042&id=8ebcb03623&e=d64409fda6
http://walkthetalk.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=8f89bce0be7e1813d8ad34042&id=8ebcb03623&e=d64409fda6
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Ok-so,  I try to get things right the first time.  But, my recent attempts at distributing infor-

mation seem to be lacking.  I failed to double check my edits to the information regarding 

this years Mechanic/Technician registration. 

 

Just to clear things up, I hope once and for all!   The Mechanic/Technician Workshop and 

Competition are being held on Tuesday, June 16 and Wednesday, June 17, 2015 in Peoria, 

Illinois.  The Technician Competition will be held on Wednesday, June 17, 2015 in the 

morning prior to the Trade Show.  The Technician’s Awards Banquet will be held on the 

evening of Wednesday, June 17th after the Trade Show.  The location of the banquet is still 

to be determined. 

 

I apologize for any misunderstandings and hope that the corrections have been done early 

enough so that no one’s plans have been ruined. 

 

I will try to be more accurate in the future.  However, don’t be afraid to correct me if I am 

wrong. 

 Penny Fleming Recently Appointed to IAPT Board 

Penny Fleming has been appointed to fill the term of Northern Region Represen-

tative left vacant by the resignation of Dallas Pieper. 

 

Penny started her career as a school bus driver for School Districts 47 & 155 in 

Crystal Lake in 1987.  In 2005 she entered the office as the Safety Manager and 

in 2008 was appointed to Assistant Director.  Penny has a strong background in 

special education and safety.  

 

She has been involved in projects with the Illinois Association for Pupil Trans-

portation for several years.  She is a member of the McHenry County Transpor-

tation Directors Association and is working toward her NAPT Director’s Certifi-

cation. 

 

Penny is looking forward to serving IAPT and representing the Northern Region. 
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of each month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 

TIPS is designed, developed 
and published for the benefit 
of its membership.  Original 
articles may not be repub-
lished without the express 
written consent of IAPT. 
 
© 2011 by the Illinois Associa-
tion for Pupil Transportation 
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