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  From Your President: Mike Reinders   
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Right now it is colder than most of February here and not too far away a tornado 

touched down this week, wow.  Spring is just around the corner.  

 

Is anyone using stop arm cameras?  If so, how are they working? Let me know, or we 

could send out an email to all for feedback.  

 

Does anyone else dislike early release days?  We had one of the quarterly days on 

Wednesday.  No matter how much communication goes out from the schools, parents 

are not there for their little ones, 10-30 phone calls later we connected them.  And we 

are a small district! On top of that we are learning new HR software, and even though I 

know it will get better, I am learning more by trial and error than the training provided.  

 

The Seat belt issue is still a very fluid topic in Springfield, so please stay informed.  

Please contact your Senator and Representatives in Springfield as well as those in 

Washington. No matter where you stand on this issue, become a part of the process.  

 

I am really looking forward to the conference less than 4 months away, talk about time 

flying. Things are coming together as Barb is hard at work. We have some exciting 

things happening this year. Get the conference on your calendar and make your reserva-

tions now.   Look further into this issue of TIPS to see what new and great things are 

going on. 

 

IAPT conference at the Pere Marquette, Peoria - June 20-21, 2017. 

 

Keep an eye out for the new rules and regulations that are changing all the time.    

 

I hope your March is safe, brighter, and  

warm. If you have a Spring Break  

approaching and can take the time, do so.  

 

Keep them safe! 

 

Mike 
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Advertisers    
 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the    
following pages:                     
 

Central States  .......................................... Page  7 

Diga-Talk……………………………… ….….Page  6 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 16 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 12 

School-Radio.com………………………... Page  9                            

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

 

Hello: 

 
 Conference materials are out!  We will be 

returning to the Pere Marquette– Marriott and the 

Peoria Civic Center this year. 

 

 Don’t forget to look at the Roadeo and 

Technician registration materials and get your 

people registered. 

 

 We are looking to grow our numbers and 

any suggestions you may have are welcome. 

 

 Don’t let the opportunity to save $ 50.00 

by getting your registration in before April 1 pass 

you by. 

 

 We are pleased to announce that two of our 

vendors, Southern Bus and Mobility and Central 

States Bus Sales will be partnering to host our 

lunch on Tuesday. 

 

 Thanks to these generous vendors. 

 

 

 

Barb  email@ilapt.net 

 



  TIPS Volume 46 Issue 3 

© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  4                                                           March        2017 

 A question regarding DOT Physical Requirements was asked  and we thought the answer  would 

be helpful to all. 
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Thanks to Cathy Allen for her expertise on this and many subjects. 



  TIPS Volume 46 Issue 3 

© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  6                                                           March        2017 



  TIPS Volume 46 Issue 3 

© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  7                                                           March        2017 

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-249-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 

Please 

Note 
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Join Us by 

putting your 

driving skills 

to the test! 
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School Bus Legislation befor the Illinois House and Senate  

You May Wish to Follow 

 

Seat Belt Legislation before the Illinois House and Senate 

 

HB0529   Representative Margo McDermed 

 

HB1802  Representative Michael P. McAuliffe 

 

HB2374  Representative Anthony DeLuca 

 

HB3377  Representatives Lou Lang, John C. Amico, Margo        

  McDemed, Michael P. McAuliffe and Anthony DeLuca 

 

HB3896  Representative Robyn Gabel 

 

HB3465  Representative Jerry Lee Long 

 

SB0075  Senator Ira L Silverstein and Patricia Van Pelt 

 

SB1431  Senator Martin A. Sandoval 

 

School Bus Activity Van Legislation 

 

SB2028  Senator Thomas Cullerton 

 

HB3482  Representative Dan Brady 

 

No Trespassing Legislation 

 

HB0433  Representative Tim Butler 

 

Formation of a School Transportation Task Force 

 

SJR0017  Senator Napoleon Harris  
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Human Trafficking 
 

 Human Trafficking is a form of modern day slavery where victims are made to perform labor tasks or sex 

acts by means of force, fraud or coercion. 

 

 Thousands of women, children and men are trafficked annually in the U.S. according to the US Depart-

ment of Justice, 83 percent of victims are U.S. Citixens, with most of them being between the ages of 11 and 14 

years old. 

Anyone under the age of 18 involved in the commercial sex industry is considered to be a victim of human traf-

ficking. 

 

 Sheri Schweizer of the Kankakee County Center for Sexual Assault (KC-CASA) is involved in the Hu-

man Trafficking Task Force that was created in 2014 with the goal of preventing and iradication human traffick-

ing in Illinois. 

 

 One of the best ways to combat human trafficking is to be aware that it is happening.  The use of drugs or 

threats are invisible bonds that make it hard to identify human trafficking. 

 

 The public can help stop human trafficking.  Human trafficking of children for sex happens in every 

small town and big city in the state of Illinois.  In 2016 DCFS investigated 143 calls to the hotline for allegations 

of Human Trafficking. Many of the reports involved children being victimized within blocks of where they live. 

 

 Trafficking does not just happen in other countries.  The US is a source and transit country and is also  

considered one fo the top[ destination points for victims of child trafficking and exploitation.  Cases of human 

trafficking have been reported in all 50 states.  Anyone can be trafficked regardless of race, class, education, 

gender , age or citizenship. 

 

Some warning signs would be: 

 

 A child may show signs of physical harm 

 May be depressed, fearful or withdrawn 

 Have a history of running away or currently be on the run 

 Have expensive clothing, jewelry, manicure , etc  

 Begin spending time with older boyfriend or girlfriend 

 Be found in a hotel/motel 

 Have new tattoos or branding 

 Become isolated from family and friends 

 

 

Join us for a presentation on this topic by Sheri Schweizer, KC-CASA office of Human Trafficking at our con-

ference in June. 

 



  TIPS Volume 46 Issue 3 

© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  12                                                           March        2017 



  TIPS Volume 46 Issue 3 

© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  13                                                           March        2017 

 

Haven’t read all of your emails?  Well in case you missed it, all conference materials are 

available on our website   www.ilapt.net. 

 

The Events Packet includes Roadeo Registration and Mechanic’s Workshop/Technician  

Competition Registration. 

 

The Roadeo and Mechanic’s Registration material is also available separately.  

 

Vendor Registration Packets are also on the website. 

 

Don’t delay!!!  Get this information turned in for approval and take advantage of the Early 

Bird reduced registration fee (applies to conference registration only) if your registration 

for the conference is received prior to April 1st. 

 

We have a jam packed program in the works so…….don’t miss out.   

 

Our room block at the Pere Marquette is currently open! 

Bus Safety Poster Contest 
 

Looking for ideas on how to celebrate LOVE THE 
BUS MONTH locally? The American School Bus 
Council reminds IAPT members to share information 
about the National School Bus Safety Week poster con-
test. This year's theme is My Driver - My Safety 
Hero! What a great way to celebrate your professionals 
behind the wheel of the bus! And be sure to visit our 
ASBC’s Facebook page to see some of 
the #LovetheBus stories they're sharing all month 
long. 

http://www.napt.org/resources/national-school-bus-safety-week.php
http://www.napt.org/resources/national-school-bus-safety-week.php
http://www.facebook.com/NAPTHQ
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Each year the National Association for Pupil Transportation (NAPT) 

holds the America's Best Training & Skills Competition, and this 

year's challenge will function jointly with NAPT's 42nd Annual 

Summit: Connecting What Matters in Cincinnati, OH in Novermber 

  

America’s Best  

Training and  

Skills Challenge 

IAPT And Hydrotex Sponsor the Illinois Winner to Compete in the  

America’s Best Challenge 

 

Compete for your place at the America’s Best Challenge in  

Cincinnati! 

  

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 

Mechanic’s Workshop and  

Technician’s Competition! 

June 20 & 21, 2017 

Pere Marquette-Marriott 

Peoria Civic Center 

Peoria, Illinois 

www.ilapt.net 

  

IAPT Vendor Show and Pinewood Derby! 
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Michael Slife 

  

Principal Consultant-Transportation 

  

Illinois State Board of Education 

In March, I again had the honor of speaking, to a group of district and ROE level homeless liaisons 

at the ICEARY conference in Bloomington.  ICEARY stands for Illinois Coalition for Educating At 

Risk Youth.  This was the third year they have included a sessions on homeless and working 

through the laws.  The main focus quickly became transportation because as we all know the 

McKinney-Vento Act would not work at all if we didn’t find ways to transport the children. 

The two main topics were the lack of drivers certified to drive routes and the new ESSA rules that 

take foster children out of the McKinney-Vento Act. 

 

There was a lot to discussion on the lack of drivers and what type of permits are needed for a driver 

on a regular route.  This depends on who is scheduling and requesting the transportation.  Costs as-

sociated with Homeless transportation can be added to the transportation claim in either category 

they fall into, regular education or special education.  I know it is hard to find and keep drivers in 

this economic time so districts need to find ways to make the driver positions look and feel like the 

very important positions that they really are. 

 

A few ideas I have seen so far, are continuous driver recruitment.  Keeping 15% extra drivers on 

hand to cover call ins.  Offering an attendance bonus for every paycheck.  Offering other duties to 

fill in the day such as lunch, playground or reading aides in the schools.  Washing cleaning and 

helping maintain the fleet. 

 

For transportation the fact that the foster children are now out of the McKinney –Vento Act is not 

too big of a deal.  You still need to transport them following the same rules.  The change is where 

some of the money can come from.  In Homeless transportation, separate districts can share the cost 

of transportation if the student lives in a different district that the one they attend.  Now for foster 

children the district the student goes to can get funding help from DCFS.  This currently needs to be 

done on at the local level through the districts contacts with the DCFS workers. 

 

As always, if you have any questions feel free to contact me at mslife@isbe.net or 217-782-5256. 

mailto:mslife@isbe.net
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of      each 
month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
Fax:  708-249-0071 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 


