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  From Your President: Mike Reinders   

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 
T I P S  

May 2017                                                                                                                                   Volume 46 Issue 5 

 

I am hoping everyone has hair left or at least it has gone grey.  Wow, an interesting year 

so far and the end is coming closer than I am ready for, but it is getting to the point, I 

can hardly wait.  Does that resonate with you?  So many things to be completed in so 

little time. We finish on June 1st, barring any unforeseen events.  I had my annual review 

the other day, and it went well.  My Superintendent asked how I was coping and how 

long I was planning on working as he realizes how stressful this job is (also the AD’s, 

who adds to my stress level).   

 

We all need to de-stress.  I was talking to some other directors and was happy that as of 

this moment, I am NOT on any blood pressure medication.  We deal with so many 

things that only staff in our office (Jan) can get a glimpse of.  Pending legislation, road 

closures, staffing challenges, student management, routing changes, and the list goes on 

and likely in a different order, every day.  

 

 

I am really looking forward (and distressing) to the conference less than 2 months away, 

talk about time flying. Things are really coming together well as Barb is hard at work. 

We have some great and exciting things happening this year. We do have a few new 

sponsors, but are always looking for more!  Get the conference on your calendar and 

make your reservations now.   Look for other news in this issue of TIPS to see what new 

and exciting things we are planning. 

 

IAPT conference at the Pere Marquette, Peoria - June 20-21, 2017. 

 

Keep an eye out for the new rules and regulations that are changing all the time.    

 

I hope your May is safe, dry, and warm. Frost on windshields yesterday and likely on 

Saturday again, argh! 

 

Finish Strong!  See you in Peoria!! 

 

Mike 
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Advertisers    
 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the    
following pages:                     
 

Central States  .......................................... Page  7 

Diga-Talk……………………………… ….….Page  6 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 16 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 13 

School-Radio.com………………………... Page  9                            

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

 

Hello: 

 
 Great News!  We have been waiting to  

 

hear from David Cooper with Transportation  

 

Security Agency about working with the Illinois 

 

Association for Pupil Transportation to provide a  

 

hands on event for our conference attendees. 

 

 Word came today that the funding had 

 

been approved and we could start planning a  

 

really interesting demonstration for participants. 

 

 Don’t miss it! If you haven’t registered for  

 

the conference yet….do it today!!! 

 

 Rooms at the Pere Marquette at the  

 

reduced block rate are going  quickly.  So…… 

 

Don’t hesitate! 

 

 If you have had a problem and need an  

 

answer let us know and we will try to provide a  

 

speaker to address troublesome issues/ 

 

 

 

Barb  email@ilapt.net 
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Mike Martin 
 

NAPT Executive Director 
 

Joins Us for The Illinois  

 

Association for Pupil  

 

Transportation Conference 
 

 
Michael J. Martin is Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the National Association for 
Pupil Transportation (NAPT), a 501(c)(6) nonprofit organization that provides leadership, educa-
tion, advocacy and related resources to a $17+ billion industry of over 550,000 people who trans-
port more than 25 million children at least twice a day every school day.  He is also Executive Di-
rector of NAPT’s 501(c)(3) affiliate, the NAPT Foundation, Inc.. 
 
Over the course of his professional career, Mike has been responsible for all aspects of manage-
ment and operations, including strategic planning, budgeting and finance, human resource man-
agement, grants management, contract negotiation and management, member service and, espe-
cially, effective communication.  He has written a monthly column for School Bus Fleet magazine 
for the last 15 years (more than 150 in total); he is repeatedly interviewed and quoted by radio sta-
tions and major newspapers around the country; and he has made more than 100 keynote 
speeches and workshop presentations. 
 
Mike has extensive experience working with individuals and organizations in both the public and 
private sectors that have disparate and sometimes competing or conflicting viewpoints.  He is well-
known for consistently initiating efforts to unite people and organizations and relishes opportunities 
to forge partnerships focused on a common goal or interest. 
 
While he is adept at working with his Board of Directors and other policy-makers, both within and 
outside the organization, Mike takes special pride in his ability to relate to the membership at large 
and effectively convey important messages and related information to them.  He constantly seeks 
new ways to provide service and benefits that enhance the value of membership in the organiza-
tion; in fact, it is his favorite part of his job. 

http://www.naptonline.org/
http://www.naptonline.org/
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School Bus Safety Poster Contest Driver Services 

The Secretary of State's Office, in conjunction with the Illinois Association for Pupil 

Transportation, holds an annual contest to increase awareness of school bus safety is-

sues and to publicize National School Bus Safety Week. 

National School Bus Safety Week will be held October 16-20, 2017. The theme is "My 

Driver – My Safety Hero!" The state winners' artwork will be featured on the Secretary of 

State's website and will also be sent forward for national competition. Winners also re-

ceive monetary awards and are recognized at an awards ceremony in Springfield.  

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/postercontest.html  

Quick Links 

Contest Guidelines 

Contest Entry Form 

Letter to Principals 

Winners 

2016  •  2015  •  2014  •  2013  •  2012  •  2011  •  2010  •  2009  •  2008 

Maybe You Missed It! 
Throughout this school year you’ve seen information regarding the Bus Safety Poster Contest here in TIPS. IAPT 
sponsors this contest in cooperation with SOS.  During January or February a letter was sent to school building 
principals announcing the contest.  It has come to our attention that some folks have yet to receive the letter!  So, 
to assist your school district’s principals and art teachers PLEASE give them this page from TIPS!  The links on cy-
berdriveillinois.com will answer every question they may have!  

THANK YOU. 
 

 

 
 
Top of Form 

Bottom of Form 

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/postercontest.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/guidelines.pdf
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/entryblank.pdf
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/principalletter.pdf
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner16.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner15.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner14.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner13.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner12.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner11.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner10.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner09.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/traffic_safety/school_bus_safety/winner08.html
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Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-249-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 

Please 

Note 
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This is an excellent training tool for 
your drivers, new and veteran! 

  
DON”T FORGET  to order your Pine-

wood Derby School Bus! 

Time is running out! 
Sign up TODAY!!! 

http://ilapt.net/Bus_Roadeo.html 

Pump up your drivers and get them 
in the mood for the ROADEO.  It will 

be here before you know it.   

  
  
  

JUNE 21 & 22, 2017 
ILLINOIS SCHOOL BUS 

SAFETY ROADEO 
PEORIA, IL 

Here Are A Few Words 

From Previous Contestants 

What will YOUR drivers have to say? 

“What a GREAT way to boost driver spirit!” 

“We had an extremely fun time at the ROADEO this year!” 

“I enjoyed the new challenges on the course this year, looking forward to next year!” 

“Thanks for letting us attend the training sessions, I learned a lot from them. –THANK YOU!!!” 
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2017 Conference Sponsors 

 
Central States Bus, Inc. 

 

Cook-Illinois Corporation 

 

Hydrotex 

 

Midwest Transit Equipment, Inc 

 

Midwest Truckers Association 

 

Southern Bus and Mobility, Inc. 
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Michael Slife 

  

Principal Consultant-Transportation 

  

Illinois State Board of Education 

As school is winding down and you get ready for any summer school you may provide it is a great 

time to look back at your school year.  Get with your staff and identify what went well and what did 

not.  Do some honest reflecting on how you and your staff can improve your transportation services as 

well as focus on safety training.  Plan back to school meeting with your employees that have training 

as the focus.  Illinois has a great school bus record of accomplishment, how can you keep that focus to 

continue this record? 

 

Please do not forget about the 2017 National School Bus Illegal Passing Survey on May 11, 2017.   

 

Please collect your district’s results and report them no later than June 1, 2017 as follows: 

 

Notify your drivers about the survey and provide them with orientation and training about what’s 

expected.  PLEASE BE SURE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THEIR PRIMARY DUTY IS TO 

THE SAFETY OF THEIR STUDENTS, ESPECIALLY DURING THE CRITICAL LOAD-

ING AND UNLOADING SEQUENCE. 

 

Encourage all drivers to complete and turn in the form EVEN IF THERE ARE NO VIOLA-

TIONS TO REPORT.  All forms can be found at: http://www.nasdpts.org/StopArm/

MethodologyAndInstructions.html  

 

Please enter your information directly into the NASDPTS survey link at: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/2017LocalStopArmsSurvey?sm=PfEgE4C%
2f3KlCQ8NaEOq90pOFQojj%2fq4Zh7t%2b67VzkBY%3d  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me by email at mslife@isbe.net or call me at 217-782-5256 

if you have any questions or comments about this important initiative.  Thank you for helping Illinois 

remain one of the leaders in student transportation safety. 

http://www.nasdpts.org/StopArm/MethodologyAndInstructions.html
http://www.nasdpts.org/StopArm/MethodologyAndInstructions.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2017LocalStopArmsSurvey?sm=PfEgE4C%2f3KlCQ8NaEOq90pOFQojj%2fq4Zh7t%2b67VzkBY%3d
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2017LocalStopArmsSurvey?sm=PfEgE4C%2f3KlCQ8NaEOq90pOFQojj%2fq4Zh7t%2b67VzkBY%3d
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2017LocalStopArmsSurvey?sm=PfEgE4C%2f3KlCQ8NaEOq90pOFQojj%2fq4Zh7t%2b67VzkBY%3d
mailto:mslife@isbe.net


  TIPS Volume 46 Issue 5 

© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  15                                                           May     2017 

 Two poems by Mr. Ken Morrison 
 
This piece was written by a bus driver, for bus drivers every-
where.   
Unsung Heroes Of The Predawn Light 

We are the unsung heroes of the predawn light. 
No we may never have fought in a great war, 
or saved a soul from the snapping jaws of death. 
People wave to us, but few know who we are 
and most on a good days run could care less. 
 
Like the organ grinder’s monkey from days of old, 
we have been repeatedly trained to do a task. 
We do a job few would even consider doing 
and most would not even attempt to try. 

A job burdened with ever growing responsibility 
due to the minutia of a ever expanding bureaucracy. 
A grossly undervalued, underappreciated profession 
designated part-time by thoughtless administrations 
that mouth how important we all are once a year 
only to persecute us for every trifling thing later. 
 
If you are lucky enough to survive a number of years 
without resigning or becoming a sacrificial lamb 
on the altar of a fearful self-serving public face, 
you will get a tiny pension for your devoted service. 

We are the unsung heroes of the predawn light. 
The tolerant souls that routinely put up with 
a few rude demanding manipulative parents 
and their insolent misbehaving little darlings 
just to be able to serve the greater majority 
of decent well-meaning thoughtful parents 
and the precious treasures of tomorrow 
they have temporarily entrusted to us. 
 
Like a hamster running on a little wheel, 
we go around in circles every single day, 
but unlike the hamster we must summon 
every instinct and learned skill to insure 
every turn we make is executed flawlessly. 
We are kept aloft on our spinning wheel 
by the deliberate hands of a caring heart 
and the many small souls seated behind us 
that come to trust us not to make a mistake. 
 
We are the one person in their little lives 
that are not allowed to ever let them down 
for neither of us may be able to live with it. 
We are their school bus drivers… 
 
Written By Poet and Bus Driver Mr. Kim Morrison  
dedicated to fellow school bus drivers everywhere. 
 
Poem written by Mr. Kim Morrison who started a  
Facebook page called School bus drivers are the  

The One You Never Thought Cared 
We are a hand that opens a door 
We are a voice that says good morning 
We are a teacher without a lesson plan 
We are a counselor on the move 
We have two ears that hear and listen 
We have two eyes that never see enough 
We are known by first name to those who mat-
ter 
We are unknown to the many who complain 
We are not valued by those we work for 
We are worth more to those who depend on us 
We make perfect trips every day and no one 
notices 
We make one mistake and the tears of many 
will fall 
Our worst fear, our nightmare could come to 
pass 
Our pain most profound is one few will ever 
know 
We are the folks you never thought cared 
We drive the big yellow bus 
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of      each 
month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
Fax:  708-249-0071 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 


