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Hello All. 

 

Wow, Fall is here. No frost yet, but soon we will be scraping windows, wearing warmer jack-

ets. I might even need to forgo the shorts and breakout the jeans. Homecoming games will or 

have taken place. It won’t be long and the pumpkins will give way to turkeys. That four letter 

“S” word will happen. (Clean it up, I mean Snow) 

 

How are the other vehicles around your bus stops doing?  We still have people going through 

Stop Arms way too frequently. 

 

School Bus Safety week is October 19-23. Do you have any awareness plans? Do we get com-

placent after years doing the same thing? Think of a new way to get the message across.  I 

believe we have very caring, professional people transporting our most precious cargo, chil-

dren. 

 

With the news of late about a driver and aide leaving an autistic student on a bus and the stu-

dent did not survive, or the bus out of control, careening into a lake, or the bus going off an 

overpass, sends chills down my spine.  Communicate to your staff when they are doing a great 

job, in front of others if possible. Let your people know how important their job is. In the 

economy we are in, your positive support is very important. Talk to your staff, face to face, it 

is a lot easier to read what is going on.  Texts, emails, radios are all good tools, but a face to 

face conversation is so much better. 

 

Did you have something special happen? Share photos or stories of events about school  

Buses in your town.  We would love to see your  

successes. 

 

Your IAPT board of Directors is a great group  

of people who work together for student safety in  

each Illinois School District. 

We care about kids.  We are currently short  

2 board members from the Southern region,  

please consider lending your skills. 
 

We have dates for the June IAPT conference  

for the next few years. You can now plan to  

attend 4 years out, great job Barb! 

 

Mike Reinders, IAPT President 
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Advertisers 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the 
following pages: 
A Beep, LLC……………………………….Page 8,14 

Central States  ........................................... Page 9 

Fleet Transmission Serv ices…………….Page 17 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 21 

Inland Power Group  ............................ Page 4,20 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 12 

Motor Guardian Cam, Inc…………………Page   6 

Radilink  ................................................... Page 14 

Transfinder  .............................................. Page 15 

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

 

Hello Everyone; 

 

Membership renewals are coming in. 

 

Don’t forget to talk IAPT up to anyone 

new in your area that’s new to transpor-

tation in Illinois.   

 

Encourage your friends and colleagues 

to join and remind them of the value of 

the state wide network that IAPT pro-

vides. 

 

Look for the article which gives the 

dates for our conference for the next 

four years.  No reason not to plan ahead! 

 

Also, want to save some money?  Look 

for the news about saving money on con-

ference registration if you make your de-

cision early. 

 

 

Thanks for your support, 

 

Barb Rizzo 

IAPT Executive Director 

email@ilapt.net 
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Thanks to School Bus Fleet for permission to reprint this article. 

Conference Updates 
 

 The IAPT Board has worked hard to secure conference dates for the 
next four years.  No guessing! We have the dates and locations ready for 
you. 

 Mark your calendars, the dates are locked in and we are really excited 
that we are able to share this information with you at this time. 
 

2016 Embassy Suites-East Peoria  Conference Dates: June 14-16, 2016 
                                          Trade Show on Wednesday, June 15, 2016 
  
2017 Pere Marquette                    Conference Dates: June 20-22, 2017 
        Peoria Civic Center      Trade Show on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 
  
2018 Embassy Suites-East Peoria   Conference Dates: June 19-21-2018 
                                          Trade Show on Wednesday, June 20, 2018 
  
2019 Embassy Suites-East Peoria   Conference Dates: June 18-20, 2019 
                                           Trade Show on Wednesday, June 19, 2019 
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Please 

Note 

Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-229-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 
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10 Steps to Stop and Prevent Bullying 
Whether you are a parent, an educator, or a concerned friend of the family, there are ten steps 

you can take to stop and prevent bullying:  

 

1. Pay attention. There are many warning signs that may point to a bullying problem, such as 

unexplained injuries, lost or destroyed personal items, changes in eating habits, and avoidance 

of school or other social situations. However, every student may not exhibit warning signs, or 

may go to great lengths to hide it. This is where paying attention is most valuable. Engage stu-

dents on a daily basis and ask open-ended questions that encourage conversation. 
 

2. Don’t ignore it. Never assume that a situation is harmless teasing. Different students have 

different levels of coping; what may be considered teasing to one may be humiliating and dev-

astating to another. Whenever a student feels threatened in any way, take it seriously, and as-

sure the student that you are there for them and will help. 
 

3. When you see something — do something. Intervene as soon as you even think there may 

be a problem between students. Don’t brush it off as “kids are just being kids. They’ll get over 

it.” Some never do, and it affects them for a lifetime. All questionable behavior should be ad-

dressed immediately to keep a situation from escalating. Summon other adults if you deem the 

situation may get out of hand. Be sure to always refer to your school’s anti-bullying policy. 
 

4. Remain calm. When you intervene, refuse to argue with either student. Model the respect-

ful behavior you expect from the students. First make sure everyone is safe and that no one 

needs immediate medical attention. Reassure the students involved, as well as the bystanders. 

Explain to them what needs to happen next — bystanders go on to their expected destination 

while the students involved should be taken separately to a safe place. 
 

5. Deal with students individually. Don’t attempt to sort out the facts while everyone is pre-

sent, don’t allow the students involved to talk with one another, and don’t ask bystanders to tell 

what they saw in front of others. Instead, talk with the individuals involved — including by-

standers — on a one-on-one basis. This way, everyone will be able to tell their side of the story 

without worrying about what others may think or say. 
 

6.     Don’t make the students involved apologize and/or shake hands on the spot. Label the 

behavior as bullying. Explain that you take this type of behavior very seriously and that you 

plan to get to the bottom of it before you determine what should be done next and any resulting 

consequences based on your school’s anti-bullying policy. This empowers the bullied child — 

and the bystanders — to feel that someone will finally listen to their concerns and be fair about 

outcome. 
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7.     Hold bystanders accountable. Bystanders provide bullies an audience, and often actually encourage 

bullying. Explain that this type of behavior is wrong, will not be tolerated, and that they also have a right and a 

responsibility to stop bullying. Identify yourself as a caring adult that they can always approach if they are be-

ing bullied and/or see or suspect bullying. 
 

8. Listen and don’t pre-judge. It is very possible that the person you suspect to be the bully may actually be 

a bullied student retaliating or a “bully’s” cry for help. It may also be the result of an undiagnosed medical, 

emotional or psychological issue. Rather than make any assumptions, listen to each child with an open mind. 
 

9. Get appropriate professional help. Be careful not to give any advice beyond your level of expertise. 

Rather than make any assumptions, if you deem there are any underlying and/or unsolved 

issues, refer the student to a nurse, counselor, school psychologist, social worker, or other 

appropriate professional. 
 

10. Become trained to handle bullying situations. If you work with students in any ca-

pacity, it is important to learn the proper ways to address bullying. Visit www.nea.org/

bullyfree for information and resources. You can also take the pledge to stop bullying, as 

well as learn how to create a Bully Free program in your school and/or community. 

 

 

Reprinted from the NEA Website 

 

Go to the NAPT  Website to download multiple training modules on Bullying! 

The IAPT Board of Directors recently voted to 

reduce the Conference Registration fee by  

$ 50.00 for those who register prior to March 

31, 2016. 

 

We hope to encourage you to make the com-

mitment to attend the conference early and we 

want to reward those who do. 

 

This incentive by the IAPT Board is also a 

great way to get an early answer from admin-

istrators for your attendance. 

 

http://www.nea.org/home/neabullyfree.html
http://www.nea.org/home/neabullyfree.html
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National School Bus Safety Week Information 

 

 

 

2015 National School Bus Safety Week: October 19-23, 2015 

The 2014 Winning Poster/2015 National School Bus Safety Week theme:  

"Be Smart - Be Seen, I wait in a safe place!" 

 
2014 winning poster drawn by: Naomi Tu, 8th Grade, Jackson Middle School, Anoka, MN 
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I’ve Got a Question for YOU! 

 
Nancy Lahey 

Secretary IAPT 

Dispatcher Homer CCSD 33C 

 

I know many districts utilize full-time substitute drivers.  In the school district I dispatch, 

we are going to approach our school board to hire a full-time substitute driver.  I ask YOU 

to assist us by answering a one-question survey.  Please follow this website to answer the 

question; https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZM3SST.   I hope to let you know positive 

results after our board makes their decision. THANKS!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Don’t miss this opportunity to recognize your drivers and the great job they do.  Take the 

time to do something special for all of those special people who transport our students on a daily 

basis. 

 

 Whether you have the type of operation where you are able to cook breakfast or put on a 

pot of chili as appreciation or, if your operation is more suited to a brief  “Thank You” card, 

don’t let this opportunity pass you by. 

 

 It doesn’t hurt to remind other administrators in your districts about this recognition week 

and hopefully they will also take the time to do something special. 

 

        THANK YOU TO EVERYONE INVOLVED IN SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION! 

 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZM3SST
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Studies have demonstrated that our body language (facial expressions, hand gestures, posture and  
movement) have a VERY significant effect on our communication success with oth-
ers. Here are some of the top mistakes we make when it comes to body language: 

 Failure to make eye contact. Eye contact can encourage cooperation and in-
creases   trustworthiness, confidence and credibility.   
 
 
 

 

 Not smiling. According to USA TODAY the first thing people notice 
when they meet someone is a  smile – above smell, hair, clothes or 
eyes. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bad posture. Posture can send a very wrong message. Avoid standing with 
hands on hips, crossing arms, hunching shoulders and using too many hand ges-
tures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A weak handshake. Your handshake should be firm and brief with similar 
pressure to opening a  fridge. The fleshy part between the thumb and index 
finger called “the web” must connect with  someone else’s web to give 
a proper handshake. You then curl your fingers around, gently  squeeze, 
pump two or three times then release. 

 

If you want highly applicable strategies like these that will positively change the way you communi-
cate in all areas of your life, then check out How to Communicate with Confidence, Clarity and Credi-
bility. By Laura Katan 
 

How Important is Your Body Language? 

http://walkthetalk.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8f89bce0be7e1813d8ad34042&id=d1f662731f&e=d64409fda6
http://walkthetalk.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8f89bce0be7e1813d8ad34042&id=d1f662731f&e=d64409fda6
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You have made it, survived the startup of school and fall sports will be winding 

down soon.  Now What?  What types of activities are you focused on once things 

are going properly?  Are you driving routes, do you just coast, take a vacation or 

surf the internet and get caught up with your social Media? 

 

How about plan your next driver training.  An idea would be to make sure that all 

of your drivers know how to do a bus evacuation as well as have plans detailing 

the evacuation based on their student’s needs.  Schools are to make sure all stu-

dents practice a bus evacuation once a year but do your drivers get to?  You can 

refer them to our training curriculum, section 7 http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/

bus-driver-curriculum/section7.pdf 

 

You may want to remind coaches and administrators about MFSAB or small van 

use and licensure requirements.  The following link will give you the criteria in an 

easily shareable format.  http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/

vehicle_use_summary.pdf  As a reminder if your district still owns vans that are 

11 to 15 passenger vehicles you can only use them for non-student travel, for ex-

ample only transporting staff or equipment. 

 

On a financial note we loaded the first transportation payment for the transporta-

tion claim into the Financial Reimbursement Information System (FRIS).  The al-

locations are similar to last year as the Governor and General Assembly level 

funded both regular education and special education transportation.  What this 

means to you is Regular and Vocational transportation is currently funded at 

70.2% and Special Education transportation is currently funded at 96.9%.  The 

claim will be opened soon for adjustments and/or corrections here in October. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at mslife@isbe.net or 217-782-

5256. 

Michael Slife 

  

Principal Consultant-Transportation 

  

Illinois State Board of Education 

http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/bus-driver-curriculum/section7.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/bus-driver-curriculum/section7.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/vehicle_use_summary.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/vehicle_use_summary.pdf
mailto:mslife@isbe.net
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IAPT Dues will be coming up for renewal with 2016 dues to be received by November 1, 2015. 
 

Renewal notices have been sent out for the renewal that is due by November 1, 2015.  If you know that there is 

someone new to transportation in your area, please let them know about IAPT and ask them to join. 

 

The IAPT Board continues to look for ways to support our members and others in the safe transportation of 

students in Illinois and across the country. 

 

If there are ways that we can assist any of our members, please don’t hesitate contacting us at email@ilapt.net.   
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of each month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
Fax:  708-249-0071 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 

TIPS is designed, developed 
and published for the benefit 
of its membership.  Original 
articles may not be repub-
lished without the express 
written consent of IAPT. 
 
© 2011 by the Illinois Associa-
tion for Pupil Transportation 
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