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Finally a break in the heat and the fall colors are just beginning to show 

 

Hoping your school year has started well. I know there has been a number of accidents 

already this year. One driver in our area spent over 2 weeks in the hospital and is in rehab 

now.  The students were uninjured, so there is a bright side.  

 

If you are in a rural area like us, the farm equipment is on the roads as well as an increase 

in slow moving truck traffic as they pull out of fields. So be alert.  

 

Remember, October 17-21 is School Bus Safety Week.  

 

One of the many benefits of being an IAPT member is the networking available. Recently 

a survey was sent out to people in the northern area that was comparing staffing to buses 

and such.  It was interesting as we are currently without a mechanic and I have been do-

ing double duty.  For our fleet size and age, I was thinking it was doable, and so far it is.  

The survey showed that we are where other have been as well.  It was reassuring to see 

we are not out of the norm.  

 

Be sure to mark your calendar for IAPT conference at the Pere Marquette, Peoria, June 20

-21 2017.    

 

We still have an opening for a Central Director, if you are interested, please let me know.  

 

Far too soon we will be complaining about the cold, now that the heat seems to be done.  

 

Have a SAFE October. 

 

Mike 
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Advertisers 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the  
following pages: 
 

Central States  ........................................... Page 8 

Diga-Talk……………………………………...Page 7 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 17 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 12 

School-Radio.com………………………. Page 13                           

 

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

Hello: 

 

 As November approaches, some 

members from Illinois will be attending 

the NAPT Conference in Kansas City, 

Mo.  November 3-8, 2016 at the Down-

town Marriott. 

 

 President Mike Reinders and I 

will be attending along with several 

other IAPT Board Members.   

  

 If you will be attending and find a 

session that you really liked, let us know 

and we will try to bring it to Illinois. 

 

 The IAPT Board and Officers 

really want to provide answers to your 

questions and to give you information on 

the topics that you may be struggling 

with. 

 

 If you have expertise in an area, 

we need your input.  So, please consider 

sharing.   It can be an article for TIPS or  

possibly a presentation at our next con-

ference. 

 

Looking ahead to June 20-22, 2017 

   

Barb   

email@ilapt.net  

 

  



  TIPS Volume 47 Issue 7 

© 2016 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  4                                                                                      October 2016 

IAPT Board Openings 

 
 Let’s talk about getting involved!  The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation currently has an opening 

as a Central Region representative and also an opening for the position of Treasurer.   

 

 I wanted to share with you how I have benefited from my involvement in IAPT over the past 20 plus years. 

I was originally elected as a Central Region Board Member in 1997.  At that time I had been with a school district 

for three years.  I previously worked for a contractor. 

 

 When Iona Wigant retired I was elected Treasure and served in that position on the Board for the next 12 

years. 

 

 I have held the position of Executive Director for the past three years since my retirement from my district 

employment. 

 

 I can’t count the numerous benefits that this involvement has offered me.  I have certainly received more in 

return that I have given.   

 

 Please consider giving that little extra effort it may take to put yourself out there and contribute to a worth-

while organization. 

 

 We need each and everyone one of you and the expertise you bring to all of us.  Sharing your time and com-

mitment to this organization can only result in positive experiences and we appreciate all that each of you can give. 

 

Thanks and think about serving! 

 

Barb 

Central Region Board Member Opening 

 

Treasurer Opening 

 

Please Consider Serving! 

 

Contact President Mike Reinders 

ReindersM@winnebagoschools.org 
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Driver Appreciation! 

 

How are you recognizing your drivers? 

 

Are you planning anything to celebrate? 

 

Send us your pictures and we’ll publish 

them. 

Our Students- 

 

Our Number 1 Priority!!!!! 

 

How are you using National 

School Bus Safety Week to foster 

good riding habits and reinforce 

the message of Bully-Free Buses? 

 

Get the Word Out! 
 

Involve your communities in your mes-

sage!  Let them know what they can do 

to help us provide all of those safe rides 

to and from school. 
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In Augusts' “Train of Thought” blog post, Operation Lifesaver, Inc. thanks our nation's school bus driv-
ers for their efforts and provides resources to ensure they have the training they need to keep our chil-
dren safe.  
 
Helping School Bus Drivers Get Back to School…Safely 
by Wende Corcoran, Vice President 
 
It’s August, and school districts across the country have been conducting their annual training ses-
sions for new and returning school bus drivers. School bus drivers have a big responsibility – safely 
transporting the nation’s millions of school-aged students to and from school each day. 
  
Every intersection that school bus drivers navigate presents a potential risk; drivers whose routes 
cross railroad tracks must follow special rules to ensure a safe passage. To help school bus drivers do 
their job, Operation Lifesaver offers a number of training tools to teach safe procedures for navigating 
highway-rail grade crossings along their routes. 
  
In addition to free training materials for school bus drivers, like our Safely Manage 
Your Route to School poster and safety tips for bus drivers, Operation Lifesaver 
has the Decide Smart, Arrive Safe drivers’ guide  and video (preview), which also 
comes with an instructor’s guide. 
  
Operation Lifesaver's School Bus Driver e-Learning Program is an interactive 
online experience for public and private school bus drivers. This FREE program is 
designed to bring attention to choices a driver must make around tracks and 
trains. So hop into the driver's seat of the school bus and progress through a se-
ries of scenarios that build knowledge of railroad crossing safety. Bus drivers can 
visit http://oli.org/schoolbusdriver to start their safety journey. 
  
Our trained volunteers also use a computer-based game in their training sessions 
with school bus drivers. The "Money Taxi" game is similar to a TV quiz show, but 
instead of taxicab passengers, school bus drivers compete to answer questions 
related to safety at highway-rail intersections, making it easy – and fun – to learn 
safe driving practices.  The tool can be used by a single player or as a challenge 
between teams. 
  
The newest resource in our suite of materials for school bus drivers is a poster that was developed as 
part of Operation Lifesaver’s national “See Tracks? Think Train!” public awareness campaign. We 
urge school districts to download this free poster and make it available to their school bus driver train-
ers. 
  
To all of the dedicated school bus drivers out there, thank you for your amazing efforts to transport our 
nation’s most precious cargo and for remembering this simple phrase on your daily routes: See 
Tracks? Think Train!   

http://oli.org/blog/detail/helping-school-bus-drivers-get-back-to-school-safely
http://www.newspressnow.com/news/local_news/article_8cf6a48e-240c-5b37-a289-c6fc7fd381c8.html
http://www.newspressnow.com/news/local_news/article_8cf6a48e-240c-5b37-a289-c6fc7fd381c8.html
http://www.oli.org/
http://oli.org/images/page/OLISCHOOLBUS1_8.pdf
http://oli.org/images/page/OLISCHOOLBUS1_8.pdf
http://oli.org/training/safety-tips-for-school-bus-drivers
http://oli.org/images/page/OLDriversGuide2.pdf
http://oli.org/video/view/oli-school-bus-safety-clip1
http://oli.org/images/page/SB%20ModBro1_IG%2712.pdf
http://oli.org/schoolbusdriver
https://s3.amazonaws.com/download.oli.org/Public+State+Materials/AAR_OLI_Posters_24x36_BUS_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.seetracksthinktrain.org/
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Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-229-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 

Please 

Note 
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10 Steps to Stop and Prevent Bullying 
Whether you are a parent, an educator, or a concerned friend of the family, there are ten steps 
you can take to stop and prevent bullying:  
 

1. Pay attention. There are many warning signs that may point to a bullying problem, such as 
unexplained injuries, lost or destroyed personal items, changes in eating habits, and avoidance 

of school or other social situations. However, every student may not exhibit warning signs, or 
may go to great lengths to hide it. This is where paying attention is most valuable. Engage stu-
dents on a daily basis and ask open-ended questions that encourage conversation. 
 

2. Don’t ignore it. Never assume that a situation is harmless teasing. Different students have 
different levels of coping; what may be considered teasing to one may be humiliating and dev-

astating to another. Whenever a student feels threatened in any way, take it seriously, and as-
sure the student that you are there for them and will help. 
 
3. When you see something — do something. Intervene as soon as you even think there may 

be a problem between students. Don’t brush it off as “kids are just being kids. They’ll get over 
it.” Some never do, and it affects them for a lifetime. All questionable behavior should be ad-
dressed immediately to keep a situation from escalating. Summon other adults if you deem the 

situation may get out of hand. Be sure to always refer to your school’s anti-bullying policy. 
 
4. Remain calm. When you intervene, refuse to argue with either student. Model the respect-

ful behavior you expect from the students. First make sure everyone is safe and that no one 
needs immediate medical attention. Reassure the students involved, as well as the bystanders. 
Explain to them what needs to happen next — bystanders go on to their expected destination 

while the students involved should be taken separately to a safe place. 
 
5. Deal with students individually. Don’t attempt to sort out the facts while everyone is pre-
sent, don’t allow the students involved to talk with one another, and don’t ask bystanders to tell 

what they saw in front of others. Instead, talk with the individuals involved — including by-
standers — on a one-on-one basis. This way, everyone will be able to tell their side of the story 

without worrying about what others may think or say. 
 
6.     Don’t make the students involved apologize and/or shake hands on the spot. Label the 

behavior as bullying. Explain that you take this type of behavior very seriously and that you 
plan to get to the bottom of it before you determine what should be done next and any resulting 

consequences based on your school’s anti-bullying policy. This empowers the bullied child — 
and the bystanders — to feel that someone will finally listen to their concerns and be fair about 
outcome. 
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7.     Hold bystanders accountable. Bystanders provide bullies an audience, and often actually encourage 

bullying. Explain that this type of behavior is wrong, will not be tolerated, and that they also have a right and a 
responsibility to stop bullying. Identify yourself as a caring adult that they can always approach if they are be-
ing bullied and/or see or suspect bullying. 
 

8. Listen and don’t pre-judge. It is very possible that the person you suspect to be the bully may actually be 
a bullied student retaliating or a “bully’s” cry for help. It may also be the result of an undiagnosed medical, 

emotional or psychological issue. Rather than make any assumptions, listen to each child with an open mind. 
 

9. Get appropriate professional help. Be careful not to give any advice beyond your level of expertise. 
Rather than make any assumptions, if you deem there are any underlying and/or unsolved issues, refer the stu-

dent to a nurse, counselor, school psychologist, social worker, or other appropriate professional. 
 
10. Become trained to handle bullying situations. If you work with students in any capacity, it is important 
to learn the proper ways to address bullying. Visit www.nea.org/bullyfree for information and resources. You 

can also take the pledge to stop bullying, as well as learn how to create a Bully Free program in your school 
and/or community. 

 
 
Reprinted from the NEA Website 

 

 

I’ve worked for Woodstock Community Unit District 200 for over 26 years. Started out as a driver while my chil-
dren were in school, you know the “until they’re old enough that I can go back to a real job” theory.  When my 
youngest was in 3rd grade I moved into the office as a dispatcher and just kept on going.   I became the Coordi-
nator in 2007 and on to the position as Director in 2014.  I have enjoyed every year I’ve spent in transportation 
and still look forward to each new year and the challenges it brings. 

I’ve been married for forever, and have one child and two stepchildren.  I’m also the proud Nana of two 
“sweetpeas” - John 4 yrs, and Abby 2 yrs, they are the light of my life.  My hobbies are playing with my grand-
children and reading, usually on my Kindle but I still enjoy the old fashion way where you can feel and smell the 
paper. 

 

Welcome Diane Carter  

Recently Appointed as Northern Region Board Member 
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Dues Renewal! 

 

Please don’t forget to renew your Illinois Association fro Pupil Transportation Membership. 

 

The renewal date was October 1, 2016.  We will be sending out a second invoice shortly. 

 

If we have received your current dues we have been acknowledging that with an email.  If you 

would like you can pay on line through PayPal.  There is a slight up charge to use PayPal. 

 

Our membership fee is extremely reasonable and there is good value in the networking opportuni-

ties that membership affords us. 

 

 

Harvest Time! 

Slow moving vehicles! 

Corn Corners-Use Extra 

Caution!!!!! 
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Michael Slife 

  

Principal Consultant-Transportation 

  

Illinois State Board of Education 

You have made it, it’s fall and you survived the startup of school.  Now What?  What types of activities are 

you focused on once things are going properly? 

 

How about plan on celebrating the yellow school bus during National School Bus Safety Week.  The week is 

designed to promote school bus safety, and is held during the third week in October each year.  It is a good 

time to schedule school bus evacuation training, train drivers on safety and bring attention to the community 

on how riding the school bus is safer than other forms of travel.  You can get information about National 

School Bus Safety Week from the NAPT website.  They have sample press releases, letters to the editor, 

news releases and letters you can send home to parents.   

 

Is your budget too tight to hold a driver training?  If so post safety related items in the drivers room or give 

them memos on safety related topics.  They need to be reminded that safety starts with their behavior and 

attitude. 

 

Thank you all for continuing to provide safe and reliable student transportation in the State of Illinois. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at mslife@isbe.net or 217-782-5256. 

 
Alvida Petro 

 

We are sorry to have to report the passing of Alvida Petro.  Alvida held the position of Princi-
pal Consultant - Transportation with the Illinois State Board of Education for many years prior 
to Jan Reisch and Cinda MENEGHETTI.    Many involved in school transportation in the State 
of Illinois will remember Alvida. 

  
Alvida Petro passed away this past Saturday October 1 from heart fail-
ure.  Visitation services would be held this coming Friday at St. Patrick’s 
church on 5th Street in Lincoln from 10:00-11:00. 

mailto:mslife@isbe.net
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Please submit items for TIPS by 
the 5th of each month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984  Cell: 708-651-3124 
Fax:  708-249-0071 

  

Imperfect action is 

better than perfect in-

action. 
~Harry Truman 

TIPS is designed, developed and 
published for the benefit of its 
membership.  Original articles 
may not be republished without 
the express written consent of 
IAPT. 
© 2016 by the Illinois Association 
for Pupil Transportation 


