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  From Your President: Mike Reinders   

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 
T I P S  

September 2017                                                                                                                              Volume 46 Issue 7 

 

School is back in session, wow what a short summer.   

 

I know I am not saying anything new, but I am short on drivers.  (just like a lot of districts 

across the nation) The plans I had set in place over the summer, fell apart 2 weeks before 

school was to start.  After rerouting and eliminating a route we have it going.  But most of the 

buses are at or very near capacity and we usually leave a little room for changes.  

 

Fall sports are in full swing, buses are running, students are getting to school and home safely, 

all and a pretty clean start of the year.  (a little more grey hair as well as a little less)  So many 

things go on in the transportation department that no one sees or may even be able to compre-

hend.   I do get a little tired of the “That’s why you get paid the big bucks” comments. Or what 

do you do all summer.  

 

I hope you don’t take this as venting, it is more for commiserating.  

 

On the bright side, Barb is already working on next year’s conference, talking to speakers and 

vendors. 

 

Just and quick reminder, your dues are due.  

 

You might have already heard of some people moving around.  Mike Slife has left ISBE and is 

now at Rockford District 205.  Mike Stier is moving into the ISBE slot on September 1st and 

will leave the IAPT Vice President position.   We are still looking for a central director, some-

one who is willing to jump in and help.  If you are that person, talk to me or any director to get 

details. 

 

Also, if you know of someone who is a new transporta-

tion director in your area, let us know and them know 

about IAPT. 

 

Have a great and safe school year 

 

Mike 



  TIPS Volume 46 Issue 7 

© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 2                                   September  2017 © 2015by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation  2                                                                             November 2015 



  TIPS Volume 46 Issue 7 

© 2017 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 3                                   September  2017 

Advertisers    
 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the    
following pages:                     
 

Central States  .......................................... Page  7 

Diga-Talk……………………………… ….….Page  6 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 17 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  2, 13 

School-Radio.com………………………... Page 10                           

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

Conference 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an article 

about some of the workshops you at-

tend this year.  Please submit articles 

for TIPS to share  some of the things 

you learned while attending the confer-

ence.  Maybe something you learned 

while networking with your peers or at 

the trade show.   

 

Hello: 

 
 The Board is looking for presentations for 

next years conference which will be held at the 

Embassy Suites in East Peoria. 

 

As always, we try very hard to bring you informa-

tion that is timely and relevant to your day to day 

operations. 

 

If you have any suggestions for speakers or sub-

jects that need to be addressed please, don’t hesi-

tate to suggest someone or a topic. 

 

Its never too early!  Some subjects are more diffi-

cult to present than others, and we do want to 

please. 

 

Mark your calendars, June 19-21, 2018. 

 

For most of you the new school year has already 

begun. 

 

Wishing you a safe school year! 
 

 

Barb  email@ilapt.net 
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Entry Level Driver Training Requirements & 

License Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse 

Department of Transportation FMCSA  

Speaker Dan Meyer 

Conference participants eagerly anticipated information from Dan Meyer, Division Administrator, regarding 

two rules which will affect new CDL holders.  Dan’s presentation included details regarding the final rule for 

entry level driver training requirements and CDL drug and alcohol clearinghouse. This entry level driver 

training requirements final rule goes into effect in February 2020.  It establishes new training standards for 

individuals applying for a Class A or B commercial driver’s license for the first time or those CDL holders 

who want to upgrade their class or want to add a passenger endorsement.  Drivers will be required to demon-

strate proficiency in knowledge training and behind-the-wheel training on a driving range and on a public 

road, with training obtained from an instructional program that meets FMCSA standards.  Drivers must take 

a prescribed program of instruction presented by an entity listed on FMCSA’s Training Provider Registry 

(TPR), prior to taking the State of Illinois-administered CDL skills test.  When the rule goes into effect the 

State will have their training program approved to meet FMCSA regulations. 

  

There is no required minimum number of hours for the knowledge or behind-the-wheel portions of any of the 

individual training curricula, but training providers must determine that each CDL applicant demonstrates 

proficiency in all required elements of the training in order to successfully complete the program.  Then 

training providers must transmit electronically the training certification information for each student to 

FMCSA via the TPR when the student completes the course.  FMCSA will transmit electronically the train-

ing certification information to the State Driver Licensing Agency (SDLA) as proof the CDL applicant has 

completed the training prior to taking the State administered CDL skills test prior to taking the knowledge 

test. 

To learn more about the final rule please visit: http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/eldt 

The next portion of Dan Meyer’s presentation consisted of details regarding the final rule of commercial 

driver’s license drug and alcohol clearinghouse.  This final rule goes into effect January 6, 2023.  The Drug 

& Alcohol Clearinghouse will be a database containing CDL drivers’ drug and alcohol program violations.  

It will also contain information about whether a driver has successfully completed the mandatory return-to-

duty drug and/or alcohol rehabilitation process.  Employers, consortia/third party administrators (C/TPAs) 

and/or medical review officers (MROs) will be required to report drug and alcohol testing program violations 

to the Clearinghouse.  SAPs will be required to report information about drivers undergoing the mandatory 

return-to-duty drug and/or alcohol rehabilitation process.  Each time information is added to, modified or re-

moved from the Clearinghouse, FMCSA will notify the affected driver. To receive electronic notification, 

drivers will have to register with the Clearinghouse.  Employers will be required to query the Clearinghouse 

for covered drivers for two purposes: Pre-employment screening &Annual verification.  Pre-employment 

purpose is to ensure that the prospective employee is eligible to drive.  Annual Queries purpose is to ensure 

that a driver did not violate the drug and alcohol program with another employer.   

If you have questions please contact Division Administrator Dan Meyer 

Springfield 

(217) 492-4606 

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/eldt
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 IAPT Annual Conference  
  Attendant Training 
 

          
Blanca Souders presented the Kane County ROE’s School 
Bus Attendant Training and discussed the importance of 
consistency in training Attendant’s throughout the state.  
The purpose behind the training is to provide guidance to 

school districts on areas in which to train Bus Attendants, or also known as Monitors, Aides, and 
Assistants.   
 
 Blanca’s presentation included the importance of Attendant/Driver teamwork and  knowing 
your students and their individual needs.  The training also touched on professionalism, confiden-
tiality, mandated reporting and much more.  Blanca’s passion for training Attendant’s is apparent 
in her presentation and in her work on the Kane County School Bus Attendant Training Guide.  If 
you would like more information about training Attendants, you can find this training manual on the 
Kane County ROE’s website at www.kaneroe.org  
 

Greg Wilson is  

honored by IAPT. 

  IAPT was pleased to award Gregg Wilson a Special Service Award as he retires after many years as Director of Transportation for 

the Rockford School District. 

 

Gregg was one of the earliest members of the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation.  Gregg served IAPT in multiple board 

positions and was IAPT President.   

 

Although Gregg was not able to join us in Peoria, President Mike Reinders was able to present the Special Service Award to Gregg 

in Rockford. 

 

Our best wishes to Gregg for many happy years in retirement! 

http://www.kaneroe.org
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Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 
Barb Rizzo, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 1027 
Peotone, Illinois 60468 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Or 708-651-3124 
Fax 708-249-0071 

Email:  email@ilapt.net 

Please 

Note 
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Our Commitment to Health 

 

 
We have made a strong commitment to health and wellness for our employees and 

are constantly looking for new ways to be innovative and go above and beyond typi-

cal workplace wellness programs. What’s our newest project? An old school bus 

turned into a mobile farmer’s market-Vegetation Transportation! 

The design for the outside of the bus was created by one of our own employees; a 

driver out of our North Shore location. We are working with farms in the surround-

ing areas to supply fresh, locally grown produce. Once the bus is loaded up, it will 

then travel to our various bus companies throughout the Chicagoland area and sell 

the produce to our employees at minimal cost. The goal is not to make a profit, but 

to make it easy and convenient for employees to purchase fresh produce. Recipes 

and on-site cooking demonstrations will also be provided by our own registered die-

titian, to show the employees what to do with the fresh produce and how to cook 

healthy meals. 

This is just one of many health initiatives we have taken on. We want our employees 

to know we care and appreciate all of the hard work they put in day after day! 

 

See the transformation of the bus on the following page. 

Thanks to Cook-Illinois Corporation and its leadership in John Benish, Jr. for great 

work and for supporting their employees and IAPT. 

 

Dues Reminder! 

 
IAPT dues are renewed every October 1.   
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Chris reported having a great time competing in the Roadeo.  This year’s Roadeo was held in 

Indianapolis, Indiana.  She finished 15th in the conventional school bus division. 

 

Chris is a multi-year competitor in the Illinois Roadeo and is employed by the Freeport 

School District in Freeport, Illinois. 

 

Illinois is proud to have had Chris as our entrant to this year’s National Roadeo entrant. 
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Watching news reports of the unconscionable terrorist attacks last week in Barcelona and Cambrils, Spain, and other 
recent similar events, reminded me that no matter where you live in the world, you must be vigilant, on guard at all 
times and alert to suspicious activity.  
 
NAPT has worked with the US Department of Homeland Security since its inception to develop education and train-
ing in terrorism prevention for school transportation personnel. One of the cornerstones of this effort is awareness.  
 
Individuals involved in illegal activity, and the worst acts of terror in particular, sometimes engage in pre-event plan-
ning and related behavior that is observable to others and gives an indication as to what they are doing. As you go 
through your day, especially now, as America heads back to school, do you notice any of the following? 
 
1. Surveillance: Are you aware of anyone videotaping activities, taking notes or using cameras, maps and bin
 oculars near your bus routes or your bus yards? 

2. Suspicious Questioning: Are you aware of anyone attempting to gain information in person, by phone, mail 
 or e-mail about your bus routes or bus yards? 

3. Tests of Security: Are you aware of any attempts to penetrate or test physical security or procedures at the 
 bus yard or along the routes? 

4. Acquiring Supplies: Are you aware of anyone attempting to improperly acquire explosives, weapons, am
 munition, dangerous chemicals, uniforms, badges, or access cards? 

5. Suspicious Persons: Are you aware of anyone who does not appear to belong in the area? 

6. Dry Runs: Have you observed any behavior that appears to be in preparation for an attack, such as mapping 
 out routes, playing out scenarios with other people or monitoring key events such as evacuation drills? 

Sometimes this behavior has an innocent explanation. Sometimes it doesn’t. DO NOT make that determination 
on your own, but if you see something that appears strange, out of the ordinary, or gives you pause - please re-
port any and all suspicious activity to the security officer at your place of employment, the nearest FBI 
office, or local law enforcement. 
 
Usually, no single event indicates a terrorist attack is imminent but if you see something, say something. And 
if an emergency arises or a situation requires immediate attention, contact your local law enforcement directly 
and immediately. 
 
If you have not yet planned your 2017-18 emergency preparedness and/or counter-terrorism training, NOW is 
the time to get it on the schedule. If you are unsure what type of training to do, call your local law enforcement, 
fire department and/or office of emergency management/preparedness and ask them for help. You are also wel-
come to call NAPT HQ; we will be glad to try and help. 
 
Over the next few weeks, I wish all of you out there good luck and Godspeed. Be well. Take care. Do good. And 
travel safely. 
 
In partnership, 

Mike Martin 

NAPT Executive Director 
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of      each 
month to: 
 
Barb Rizzo 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 1027 
Peotone, IL 60468 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
Fax:  708-249-0071 
 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 


