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Greetings to everyone,
Looking at the near future there are a few things that are very important to
our industry and our state. On January 20th the State Director is asking us to do a
Stop Arm Survey. The importance of this survey is to show our State Legislators
what a wide spread problem Stop Arm violators are. The IAPT board has investigated what other states have done and we are interested in proposing amendments
to legislation for the installation of stop arm cameras. This legislation would be
used in prosecuting the violators from the camera pictures/video. Also it would
possibly raise the fine for violators to fund the installation of cameras. You would
be helping this process with the information that you provide on the one day survey. I did a survey in my own district in November and every time I look at the
data is surprises me how many violators we have in one day. Let’s look at the
math. I had 163 drivers give me feedback on the survey and there were a total of
145 vehicles passing stopped school buses. That is 145 incidents where a fatality
or serious injury could have occurred. If we raised the fine to $1000 and were
able to prosecute all 145 drivers because they were all caught on stop arm cameras; that is $145,000 in one day. Imagine the possibilities of even 25 drivers per
day for 172 days=$430,000. I know the numbers would be different for each district from large to small, but the way funding is being cut, anything we can do to
improve safety and help out where we can is an improvement. I also suggest after
you get your surveys back take a look and talk to your drivers about where the
violations are happening. Get your local police department and local television
stations involved. I’m sure getting caught on TV would make people think twice
about running a stop arm.
Part of the problem with stop arm violations is that most people really
don’t know the law. We are putting together a Public Service campaign from
IAPT to get the word out.
I hope you put January 20th on your calendar, because that’s how we roll!
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Advertisers
In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the
following pages:
Midwest Transit ................................. Page 4, 12
Inland Power Group .......................... Page 10,18
John’s Paint and Body ........................... Page 22
Central States ......................................... Pages 7
Radilink ................................................... Page 15
Southern Bus & Mobility ........................ Page 21
Transfinder .............................................. Page 13

and Welcome to 2012, I hope everyone had a fun and safe New Years
Eve and that your are enjoying the
first month of the new year.

Unity School Bus Parts .................... Pages 9, 16
School Bus Safety Company…………....Page 17
Please patronize our advertisers. They are helping
us to encourage and promote the safety and
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois.

I hope is a good year for everyone.
Here’s to hoping that the economy
will start to make a stronger rebound, and people will find work
again. May your year be full of the
things that bring you the most joy
and happiness, whether it be family,
success, a new job, or improved
health. May we all have a “Safe”
New Year.

The fight to end distracted driving starts with you. Make
the commitment to drive phone-free today.
Distracted driving kills and injures thousands of people
each year. I pledge to:

Vicki



Protect lives by never texting or talking on the phone
while driving.



Be a good passenger and speak out if the driver in my
car is distracted.
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Hazardous Route Planning
Believe it or not, as there is no snow on the ground as I write this article, spring is just around the
corner and summer will follow shortly. Now is the time to plan for school to start in the fall of
2012, how time flies.
We have been working with our IDOT District Safe Routes coordinator to still cover the same
area with less paperwork. Our district has had a number of changes over the years and we
worked closely to try to ensure we have the safest way to school while staying compliant with the
law so it does not negatively impact our state claim for reimbursement, (there is enough pain in
that department as it is).
We are also aware that some of the state auditors have found districts that do not have approved Hazardous Routes on file with their local IDOT District office in which they are reporting.
The forms for Determining Serious Safety Hazards need to be created by the School District.
The IDOT District office will assist the schools upon request to review a potential Serious Safety
Hazard. If a Hazard is determined by the total of points required, the School District Board will
then sign and submit for review. Even if a Serious Safety Hazard is determined, the School
Board is not required to provide transportation. If approved by the IDOT District Safety Coordinator, they will assign a serial number, retain a copy and return the original to the School District.
If you transport students who live less that 1.5 mile from school to or from school and are not eligible, it will dramatically impact your state claim. The approval can not be retroactive, so if you
have students you are transporting and they would be eligible after approval, but not currently,
you have a problem.
The forms and process is fairly straightforward, setting boundaries is easy (except for parents/
guardians who may not qualify) to accomplish. Determining the hazards can be a little more
work as you may need to contact your highway department or IDOT to get assistance with traffic
counts when the students would be walking.
If you feel there is a serious hazard but you cannot come up with the points needed, your school
board could award “Board Judgment Points” if they so desire. Just a word of caution, once
Judgment Points are given, they cannot be taken away
unless there is a physical change to the route, the same as
the hazardous designation. A physical change could be
speed reduction, stoplight or sign, crossing guard or even
new sidewalks/crosswalks.
Submitted by Mike Reinders
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Four Gifts to Give Yourself in the New Year
Dr. Cal LeMon
Sometimes the only person missing on your holiday gift list is…you. So, here are four gift ideas for you, the person you know best.
The first gift is an all-expense-paid tour of your home/apartment to… compile a list of “stuff.”
Is it not true that much of our lives have been spent following the right sales and “specials” to make sure we have
the right “stuff”? The twelve-speed blender, lava lamp, leaf blower, George Foreman Panini Sandwich Grill and
rented storage unit (to stuff all our stuff) are all, ultimately, going to end up strewn on a garage sale table to recoup pennies for all the years of collecting and storing…“stuff.”
Are we comfortable etching our presence on the timeline of history with another truckload of perishable stuff
dumped in a nameless landfill? Isn‟t it time in the new year to control our need to consume and then give away
our…stuff?
The second gift you can present yourself is a healthy plate of food and a sweaty towel.
Who we are and what we ultimately accomplish in life is directly tied to our physical health. A regular exercise
program of at least 30 minutes per day, four days a week, and a consistent low-fat-diet will provide both emotional
and physical wellness.
The research numbers should stop us in our greasy, sedentary tracks.
The “normal” amount of body fat is 25-30% in women and 18-23% in men. The body fat index (BMI) is the weight
of your body (in kilograms) divided by your height (in meters). Obesity is defined as a BMI of 30 and above.
So what‟s the problem with a BMI of 30 and higher? The main reason is insulin resistance. Insulin is necessary to
move blood glucose (sugar) into the cells of muscle and fat. Fat cells are more insulin resistant therefore causing
the pancreas to crank up production of insulin and, over a period of time, Type 2 diabetes develops. This condition starts the domino-effect beginning with high blood pressure, high cholesterol, stroke, heart attack, congestive
heart failure, osteoarthritis and sleep apnea.
This second gift will add years of sunrises and smiles.
The third gift to you is quite simple…wrap your index finger with a holiday bow and stretch it way out there to the
television remote control and push “off.” Wow!
The average American is watching six and half hours of what the “tube” offers each day. Think about it: the morning news, reruns of Oprah after work, CSI Miami, maybe a half hour of the Food Channel, highlights of a favorite
football team‟s mistakes and then an another hour of news hoping the boredom of the banal stories will make us
comatose.
The problem with television is its passivity. It is one-way communication that does it all for us. Between the plots,
political “magic boards” and instant replays, there is not much for us to do but observe. Over time, observing
sucks the life out of our brains and spirits.
Instead of going “cold TV turkey,” how about an initial gift of one TV-free-day each week? If you get into the discipline of this gift, be prepared, you may discover you and other people in your family have interesting ideas, feelings they have never expressed and entertainment value that cannot be matched by MTV.
The final gift is rent, lease or just choose a small child who will consent to be your life coach.
Children, preferably between the ages of 2 and 8, are experts on how to suck every last morsel out of a day.
They will teach you how to organize through their “clubhouse construction” techniques using sofa cushions, old
blankets and over-turned chairs.
Their skills in honest communication have been developed over months of telling adults “your breath stinks,” “I
think you are sad” and asking “What happens when you die?”
These short people, accented with their diapers and dirty nails, are indispensible models of the innocence and
hope. They have not become jaded and suspicious like many of us who have been riding the rails of recriminating
routine. Their eyes spring open each day to what they know will be waiting wonder.
So, take your pick. Four presents are waiting for you to unwrap in the next twelve months! So, be good to yourself
and Happy New Year!
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The Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation Presents

Free Driver Training
Gregg Wilson has been
the Director of Transportation at the Rockford
Public Schools for the
past 21 years.

Marc Denny M.S. is a
retired high school teacher
and counselor. He is currently an Adjunct Professor
for Saint Xavier University
of Chicago. A favorite at
the state Conference

March 10th, 2012
Peotone High School
600 W North St
Peotone IL

Sign In:
Program:

8:30 a.m.
9:00-1:00 p.m.

REGISTRATION FORM
School District/Company: _______________________________________________
Number of Drivers attending ____________________________________________
Fax or mail registration form to:

Fax:

Barb Rizzo
212 W Wilson ST
Peotone, IL

708-258-9627
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Model Year(s):

BLUE BIRD /
SCHOOL BUS

Manufacturer: TRUCK SERVICES, INC.

2009

Mfr's Report Date: FEB 15, 2011
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Winter Driving Tips
Winter is officially here, now we have added stress to our already stressful schedules and
bus safety. School busses and drivers must be prepared for winter driving in order to transport our precious cargo safely; here are a few tips to remember:
Keep all lights, front windows and mirrors clear of frost and snow, make sure all gauges
are operational, pay particular attention to the pre trip inspections, report defects promptly!
Knowing your bus will result in safer driving.
Reduce your speed, Brake Smoothly on wet or icy roads.
Exercise extreme caution at all intersections and railroad crossings. Never assume the other
motorist can or will stop.
Be consistent in picking up your students, they will more likely be on time if you are.
Remind your students to practice safe riding habits as well as loading and unloading safety
on snow and ice.
When finished with your route, turn off all lights, fans, and heaters before turning the engine off. This helps prevent premature charging system failure due to the excessive battery
drain upon a cold morning startup.
Most of all Have a SAFE winter!
Submitted by…..Bob Long
Southern Director

HOW TO CONTROL A SKID
As soon as you start to skid, remove your foot from the brake. Turn the steering
wheel in the direction of the skid and gently step on the accelerator. This concentrates the weight of the vehicle on the front of the car making it easy to steer into
the skid. Don't step on the brake.

The tendency is to focus attention on the target or object for which the car is
headed, so concentrate on controlling the skid. Target fixation takes the driver's
attention away from dealing with the skid itself.

Release your foot from the accelerator if the wheels are not making traction with
the road. Gently step on the accelerator once you feel the wheels regain traction.
Continue turning into the skid until you regain control of the car.
Submitted by Vicki Mattson
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Illegal Passing Survey
On Friday, January 20, 2012, we asked your district‟s school bus operators to observe and
report to you any instances of motorists illegally passing their school buses. The driver reporting form is attached to this email in Microsoft Word. You can clarify the wording, if
needed, before you print the form. However, to ensure consistency of reporting we are requesting that you not change the column titles or the driver “fill-in” fields.
Please note that an “Incident” is one or more cars illegally passing a stopped school bus
during a complete stopping procedure. Only one incident, possibly involving multiple cars,
should be reported at an individual stop location and sequence. A motorist pass can only
be considered illegal when the school bus driver is in full compliance with Illinois law (Illinois
Vehicle Code, 625 ILCS 5/11‑1414) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 11‑1414)) and Illinois‟ training
and procedures.
Please collect your district‟s data and report the results to our office no later than January 31, 2012, as follows:
PLEASE BE SURE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THEIR PRIMARY DUTY IS TO THE SAFETY
OF THEIR STUDENTS, ESPECIALLY DURING THE CRITICAL LOADING AND UNLOADING SEQUENCE.
1. Encourage all drivers to complete and turn in the form EVEN IF THERE ARE NO VIOLATIONS TO REPORT.
2. When you have received all driver surveys, please complete the summary spreadsheet
(EXCEL) for your district or contracting company.
Return the summary spreadsheet by January 31, 2012, to cmeneghe@isbe.net.
Please contact me by email or call me at (217) 782-5256 if you have any questions or comments about this important initiative. Thank you for helping Illinois remain one of the leaders in student transportation safety.
Cinda Meneghetti
State Director of Pupil Transportation
Forms are on the IAPT website under
the “Members Only” section.
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NASDPTS
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE DIRECTORS OF PUPIL TRANSPORTATION
Have you ever checked out the NASDPTS website. I found a wealth of information on this website.
These are jus some of the resources:
OPERATIONS
Driver Training
NHTSA School Bus Driver In-Service Video
Bullying Training Program
Pedal Misapplication report and safety recommendations
Routes & Stops
Speed Limits for School Buses (Position Paper)
School Bus Seating Capacity (Position Paper)
Route Hazard Report
Student Management
Emergency Management
Railroad Safety
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A DAY AT WORK
It is time to go home school is out.
The Children come running with a shout!
Walking down the aisle the perfect seat they hunt,
Always passing the one’s in the front.
Now if you are driving way too slow,
Traffic’s backed up, and there is no place to go.
Don’t be offended if someone flip’s you the bird.
It can’t be as bad as some of the words you heard.
Speed limits and crazy drivers, kids out of control,
Tattletales out of their seats, always on bus patrol!
tell.
Up and down the hills and hollers,
Around the curves and to the lake,
They start to ask when we will get there.
How long does it take?
The noise is getting louder as your driving along.
The first stop gets off and you say, “So Long!”
You hear all the whining and crying,
And one who thinks he is dying.
And then there is the one, who just can’t hear,
And you find a foreign object stuck in his ear!
You wonder if they are playing just for fun,
Or hurry and pullover and then call 911.
Watch Out!!! For cootie bugs that jump,
Every time you hit a big bump!!!!!
Showers of sneezes all over the place,
With runny noses and food on their face.
All the windows get a good licking,
And those little noses they are always picking!
Hitting, Kicking,
Slapping and scrapping

© 2011 by the Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation

A little bit of biting,
And a couple of boys fighting,
Paper airplanes fly through the air.
“Don’t throw that again! Don’t you dare?”
On the ceiling, spit wads are stuck.
A football is tossed, I didn’t duck!
Then the last one has to say.
I’m not riding, I got a better way!
You are so grouchy it makes no sense!
And why you are in a bad mood it is hard to
A moldy lunch box found under the seat.
Well it looks like someone didn’t get to eat.
Bloody drips, vomit splatter,
Gum and trash on the floor,
Cleaning the bus is quite a chore!
When you think it will never end,
Finally finished you call your best friend.
She tells you things will be alright,
Now try and get some sleep tonight!
You may only be a School Bus Driver,
But you are definitely a SURVIVOR!!!!!!
Submitted by…..Mary K. Altgilbers
Effingham CUSD #40, School Bus Driver
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Model Y

BLUE BIRD /
SCHOOL BUS

2009

Manufacturer: TRUCK SERVICES, INC.
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10 Tips on Keeping New Year's Resolutions
Chances are you've made some new resolutions to start the New Year with. If you are like most Americans, you
will probably break those resolutions before the end of the month!
Here are a few tips on how to keep those resolutions and make the New Year a success!
1. Be realistic. The best way to accomplish your goal is by setting one that is attainable. Don't say you are never
going to eat chocolate doughnuts again.
2. Plan Ahead. Do not make your resolution on New Year's Eve. If your resolution is something you take seriously,
then you should have a well thought out plan in place. By taking your resolution seriously, you will be able to keep
it.
3. Make a guideline for your plan. If you have decided to stop smoking, have some guidelines in place. Know how
you are going to fight the urge for a cigarette a week into your resolution. Have a list of people you can call for
support. The most important thing to do is check with your doctor before beginning any exercise program or smoking cessation classes.
4. Track Your Progress. Keep a ledger of some sort. Whether it is on your computer, PDA or just a note book you
have lying around. Short term goals are easier to attain. Begin slowly, instead of saying you are not going to smoke
a cigarette for a month, get through a week without one. Each small success is one step closer to finishing your
resolution.
5. Stick To Your Resolution. If you get frustrated, do not give up. It takes a while for new habits and behaviors to
stick. Studies show that it takes about 21 days for a new activity to become a habit.
6. Make a list. It may make sense to see what your goals are. Write them down. Make a list of all the pro's and
con's.
7. Do Not Get Discouraged. Beating yourself up when you stumble is not going to get you anywhere. Stay focused
and just go one day at a time. If you mess up, it is not the end of the world. Get up and try again!
8. Reward Yourself. If your resolution is to lose 10 pounds a month and you have met your goal for the month,
take the time to reward yourself! No, don't eat a half gallon of Blue Bell; instead go buy yourself that new shirt you
have been eyeing all month! It will give you extra motivation to continue with your success!
9. Share your goals. Let your family and friends know what your plans are. They are your support. They can help
keep you on track and keep you motivated.
10. Keep Trying. If at the end of February your resolution has fizzled out, don't give up. Take a deep breath, go
over your goals, and find that reason you chose this particular resolution and there is no reason why you can't make
a "New Year's Resolution" any time of the year!
Submitted by….Vicki Mattson
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Crisis Management for School-based Incidents:
Partnering Rural Law Enforcement and Local School Systems
I had the opportunity to participate with local Police, Fire and School districts in the area in
a training session on October, hosted by our school district, but organized by the Village
of Winnebago Police Department. This is a free, yes I said FREE program designed to
encourage open communication and understanding of the challenges all of us face in the
new culture are currently living in.
I would strongly encourage districts to get their local agencies together for this timely session. Topics covered ranged from:
 Introduction to Incident Planning and Preparednes
 Proactive Threat Mitigation
 Lockdown‟s
 Recovery
Post-Crisis Communiction
The material was compiled with the assistance of U.S. Dept of Homeland Security, FEMA,
RDPC and University of Findlay
www.ruraltraining.org of 859-622-8994
We all hope we never need to put into practice what was presented, but we need to be
prepared
Submitted by Mike Reinders

Please
Note !
Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation
Vicki Mattson, Executive Director
PO Box 8699
Waukegan, IL 60079
Phone: 224-637-6984
Fax: 847-295-8259
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The 29th Annual Illinois

Joint Conference For Pupil Transportation
June 19—21, 2012
Accepting today—Looking to tomorrow!
Trade Show
Mechanic Workshops
Technician Competition
IL State Bus Roadeo

June 20, 2012
June 21-21, 2012
June 21, 2012
June 22, 2012

Timber Creek Inn & Suites …………..Sandwich, IL
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TIPS

Imperfect action
is better than
perfect inaction.

Please submit items for TIPS
by the 5th of each month to:
Vicki Mattson
Executive Director, IAPT
PO Box 8699
Waukegan, IL 60079

~Harry Truman

TIPS is designed, developed
and published for the benefit
of its membership. Original
articles may not be republished without the express
written consent of IAPT.

Email: email@ilapt.net (preferred)
Tel: 224-637-6984
Fax: 847-295-8259
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