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March  2013 VOLUME 36, ISSUE 3 

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

  From Your President: Don West   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T I P S  

 

Greetings everyone, 

 

I hope all is going well for everyone. It’s March 22 and it’s only 17 

degrees here in Northern Illinois. I think spring forgot to start. I want 

to let all of our members know that IAPT is putting together a letter to 

the Governor about the proposed cuts to transportation. I will be send-

ing it to the IAPT board soon and then you will get a chance for your 

input on it. Then we would like to encourage everyone to send in a let-

ter expressing your concerns about cutting funding for transportation. 

We will have a form letter available on our website that you can 

download and adapt for your own use. I will get this to you as soon as 

I feel I have a letter ready that truly represents the implications of cut-

ting transportation. As I was driving to work today, I was thinking of 

the 25,000 bus drivers whose jobs would be in jeopardy, not counting 

the routing personnel, the dispatchers, and mechanics. The environ-

mental impact of cutting buses and putting more cars on the road is 

unfathomable. We as a board will get this out to you so we have a uni-

fied voice. Remember the conference is coming up soon where we can 

share our concerns and possible solutions face to face. I hope to see 

you there. 

 

Sincerely, 

Don West 

IAPT President 
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Advertisers 
 

In this issue, our advertisers’ ads are located on the 
following pages: 

Midwest Transit  ................................. Page  4, 11 

Inland Power Group  ............................ Page 9,18 

John’s Paint and Body  ........................... Page 21 

Central States  ......................................... Pages 6 

Radilink  ................................................... Page 14 

Southern Bus & Mobility  ........................ Page 13 

Transfinder  .............................................. Page 13  

  

Please patronize our advertisers.  They are helping 
us to encourage and promote the safety and  
efficiency of pupil transportation in Illinois. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

I hope you are all surviving March and the 

late winter that we have been experiencing.  

It seems like it will never end up here in 

the northern part of the state.  We are in 

the mist of planning for our conference in 

June and have some great speakers and 

events lined up.  Please plan on attending 

what looks to be the BEST conference yet.  

Our trade show is back in the Peoria Civic 

Center which is much larger than the venue 

we used the last few years.  Vendors were 

waiting for the registration material and 

started signing up as soon as they received 

it last week.  Registration material for the 

conference, Mechanic Workshop/

Technician Competition and Roadeo will be 

emailed in the next day or so and will also 

be on our website.  We are hearing about 

lots of interest in the roadeo this year and 

are anticipating a larger than normal sign 

up.  Remember the rodeo is a Saturday only 

event on June 1st in Sandwich, IL.  Please 

don’t miss these great learning opportuni-

ties for ourselves and our staff. 

 
Vicki 
 

 
 

Conference 
Information 

TIPS ARTICLES 

 

Please think about writing an ar-

ticle about some of the work-

shops you attend this year.  

Please submit articles for TIPS to 

share  some of the things you 

learned while attending the con-

ference.  Maybe something you 

learned while networking with 

your peers or at the trade show.   
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IAPT 2013 Conference  
Don’t miss these two speakers 

—————————————————————————— 

Nancy Blackwell 
 

School Bus Safety Training 

There are two kinds of Administrators 

Those who have had a crisis…..And those who will 

 
On February 11, 1988 while working at Pinellas Park High School as an assistant principal, she fell 
victim to a gun-wielding student which rocked the educational community. After her recovery she 

recognized the need to evaluate crisis intervention plans and use the knowledge gained through 
her experience to help other educators. 
Dr. Blackwelder is an exceptional international staff development specialist and has provided 

training for state and national organizations throughout the United States . 
She was honored with an article in School Bus Fleet as one of the "25 Most Fascinating Industry 

Personalities.” (June/July 2002 issue of School Bus Fleet, pg. 26.) 
Check out her latest article on “Simulate Hostage Situations to Test Emergency Plans”, School 

Transportation Leader. Copyright 2008 by LRP Publications, P.O. Box 24668, West Palm Beach 

 

Author of  the book “A School Day Horror” 

 

—————————————————————————–—-—— 

Gray Ram Tactical, LLC is a conscientious, innovative consulting 
and training firm.  They have trained over 7,000 school faculty, 
administrators, and bus drivers since 2007. 
A unique training from full-time law enforcement and military 
professionals.  Instructional topics are complimented with prac-
tical experiences of every instructor. 

Their vision is to make communities safer places to live by edu-

cating all members of society to actively PREVENT, DETECT, and RESPOND to violence 

and emergencies. They do this by using practical hands-on training, thought-provoking 

discussions, and reality based scenarios. 

 

Violence in our schools has increased to an unpredictable and unprecedented level. A recent 

2010 report on school violence found that violent crimes against children are more like to occur 

at school then anywhere else. It is vital to teach bus drivers, administrators, and educators on 

how to protect their students from any threat.  

http://www.safebus.org/files/simulate-hostage-situations.pdf
http://www.safebus.org/files/simulate-hostage-situations.pdf
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     BLUE BIRD / 

SCHOOL BUS  
     2009 

Manufacturer: TRUCK SER-

VICES, INC. 
Mfr's Report Date: FEB 15, 2011 

NHTSA CAMPAIGN ID Num-

ber: 11V137000  
N/ANHTSA Action Number: N/A  

WHAT IS YOUR DISTRICT POLICY ?? 

 

The headline read….Teacher unknowingly allows sex offender on school bus! 

 

During a field trip to a college, a teacher offered a wheel-

chair-bound woman (a parent of one of the students) and 

her male companion a ride on the bus.  She and her com-

panion did not ride over to the destination on the bus, but 

they found themselves without a ride back, and they re-

quested a ride on the bus.  It turned out that the woman’s 

male companion is a registered sex offender.   The teacher 

never thought  about this when she offered this couple a 

ride back to school.   What is the drivers responsibility in 

this? 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=suprise+clip+art&id=AB0A05E37D965DD357A9ACC837E7A7D8A2596ED1&FORM=IQFRBA
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A Great Topic for a Safety Meeting 
 
 Tailgate Topic # 5 - Check Your Following Distance  
Pretty much all rear end collisions can be prevented by maintaining a safe following distance from the 
vehicle in front of you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Question for this Meeting:  
 
What is a safe following distance and how can you check that you are leaving enough room?  
Tailgate Answer:  
The only way to accurately check your following distance is by using the 'time interval formula' which 
works by picking a fixed landmark, like a sign or some other stationary object, and counting seconds as 
the vehicle in front of you passes it. The number of seconds that you count is your time interval.  
Under the best conditions, the minimum number of seconds needs to be 2, or more as conditions change 
or deteriorate.  
 
Question:  
Why is this so important?  
Tailgate Answer:  
Stopping distance is a combination of reaction distance and braking distance. Reaction distance is the 
distance that your vehicle travels from the time you see a reason to apply brakes to when you actually 
move your foot to the brake pedal and begin to slow down. If you are too close to the vehicle in front, you 
will hit them NO MATTER HOW GOOD A DRIVER YOU ARE because you can only get to the brake as fast 
as a human can move and by the time you get there, if the guy in front is already breaking hard, you don't 
have a chance.  
What are some conditions that would require an increase in following distance?  
 
Tailgate Tips:  
• Weather conditions; like rain, snow or other weather problems  
• Road condition; such as gravel or broken up pavement or other problems with the road. In slippery 
conditions, such as snow, ice or on wet pavement, much more space is advisable.  
• Lighting condition; at night or if you are looking into reflected sun or glare, you need more space be-
cause you will not see things as easily.  
• Traffic conditions; as traffic gets heavier, you need to stay aware of much more than in light traffic, this 
occupies your attention so more space in front buys you more time to react.  
• YOUR condition; if you are tired or otherwise not 100%, leave more space because your reactions may 
not be as quick.  
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THE SEARCH IS ON FOR "AMERICAS' BEST"  
SCHOOL BUS TECHNICIAN  

Thursday, June 20, 2013 
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School Bus Driver Instructor Training 

Monday, June 17, 2013 in Peoria, IL 

Thursday, June 27, 2013 in Chatham 

Remember……………….. 

We are looking for 

 

Every Day Hero’s 

 
If you know of someone who 

should be recognized, please 

submit a description an event 

or act for which you feel this 

person should be recognized 

to Barbara Rizzo at peotone-

bus@prodigy.net of at 212 W 

Wilson St. Peotone, IL 60468 

by April1, 2012. 

 

SAFETY RECALL 

 

NHTSA Campaign ID Number : 13V083 

Manufacturer : Supreme Corporation 

Make / Model Years : STARTRANS / 2009-2010 

Subject :  Wheelchair Lift Armored Cable Short Circuit 

IC Bus, LLC will be offering 4 sessions of IC Bus University this summer.   
The dates are as follows: 

June 10-14                              June 24—28                                 July 8—12                          July 29—August 2 

 

To date, over 1000 school bus technicians have participated in IC Bus University and it continues to be the premier program for 

training self-maintainers on the IC Bus product.  All sessions are open for registration now.  Persons interested in attending IC 

Bus University should contact their IC Bus dealer for registration information and procedures.  Cost for the session is $400 and 

includes all daily transportation, lunches, evening and lunch presentations, instruction by Navistar trainers and instructional mate-

rials. 

Attendees would be responsible for transportation to and from Tulsa, OK, hotel at $85 per night which will include breakfast and 

an evening meal along with the class fee. 

If you have questions or need more information, feel free to contact me at 800-892-7761 or on my cell at (501) 269-2700 or by 

return e-mail.  

Thanks!  We have really great sessions planned for your technicians this summer and I expect class to fill quickly as we will have 

a maximum of 60 for each session, so contact your IC Bus dealer as soon as possible and secure your spot for the session that you 

would like to attend. 

John Thompson 

IC Bus, LLC 

National Special Needs Team Safety Roadeo Winners 

 
1st place: Myra Walstead/Jesse Hill  

Academy School District 20 - Colorado Springs, CO 
 

2nd place: Rhonda Fiddler/Susan Nulph  
Cherokee County Schools - Marietta, GA 

 
3rd place: Robelyn Watson/Cynthia Wright  

San Diego Unified School District - San Diego, CA 

mailto:peotonebus@prodigy.net
mailto:peotonebus@prodigy.net
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KPI 
KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A performance indicator or key performance indicator (KPI) is a 

type of performance measurement. 

 

 

Some Examples of what you would measure…. 
 

Human Resources 

 New Employee retention after ? Time 

 Average cost to recruit per job position 

 Average training cost 

 

Employee Development 

 Average number of training hours per employee 

 Average training cost per employee 

 

Health & Safety 

 Number of preventable accidents compared to previous year 

 Lost time in hours due to accidents per year 

Learn More 
about KPIs in 

Peoria 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Performance_measurement
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Please  

Note ! 

       

     BLUE BIRD / 

SCHOOL BUS  
     2009 

Manufacturer: TRUCK SER-

VICES, INC. 
Mfr's Report Date: FEB 15, 2011 

NHTSA CAMPAIGN ID Num-

ber: 11V137000  
N/ANHTSA Action Number: N/A  

 
Illinois Association for Pupil Transportation 

Vicki Mattson, Executive Director 
PO Box 8699 

Waukegan, IL 60079 
Phone:  224-637-6984 

Fax:  847-244-9851 
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Illinois Green Fleets 

Grant Opportunities 
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What Does Your Word Cloud Reveal? 

I recently reviewed a few newspaper articles that I’d saved for 

later consideration. One item that caught my eye was written be-

fore the November election. It created a “word cloud” of one of 

the presidential debates. A quote from a political consultant inter-

ested me – since, being a dinosaur – I hadn’t heard of a word cloud. 

The consultant said, “Word clouds display the narrative and trajec-

tory of a campaign’s emphasis and direction. They are extremely 

helpful in cutting through the clutter to visualize the strategy of a 

campaign.”  

 

        Here’s 

what I’m wondering: What would a word cloud created from your 

presentation at a safety meeting tell about what’s important to you? What would such a cloud created 

from your enthusiastic “back –to-school” orientation reveal about your “emphasis and direction” for 

the year? How often does the word “safety” actually come up? Do words of caring and compassion for 

children play a big role? Are their words that are significant because of their absence, and words that 

demonstrate your strategies when depicted visually that you really hadn’t intended to be prominent? 

My web search of “word cloud” tells me there are a lot of tools available for generating a word cloud 

of written text. Most of them come across as neat ways to create an art form: “You can tweak your 

clouds with different fonts, layouts, and color schemes”; create something which is “visually stun-

ning.” Others, however, focus on a word cloud as a means of analyzing a speech. 

Political campaigns use word clouds to gauge the message they’re sending. Similarly, it could be inter-

esting for each of us who communicates by written or spoken word to occasionally use one of the word 

cloud generators to see if we are saying what we mean, and are getting across points that are consis-

tent with where we really want our emphases to be. 

I think I’ll try it as I prepare for upcoming conferences. Perhaps you’ll consider doing the same for 

your own presentations. Let me know how/ if it works for you.  

 

From Clearance Lights dated February 7, 2013  

 

Word Cloud of California’s Special 

Needs Guide 

http://clearancelights.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/access-mobility-wordle.jpg
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TIPS 

Please submit items for TIPS 
by the 5th of each month to: 
 
Vicki Mattson 
Executive Director, IAPT 
PO Box 8699 
Waukegan, IL 60079 
 
Email:  email@ilapt.net (preferred) 
Tel:   224-637-6984 
Fax:  847-295-8259 

 

Imperfect action 

is better than 

perfect inaction. 
~Harry Truman 

TIPS is designed, developed 
and published for the benefit 
of its membership.  Original 
articles may not be repub-
lished without the express 
written consent of IAPT. 
 
© 2011 by the Illinois Associa-
tion for Pupil Transportation 


