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FROM THE PRESIDENT, MARK KUBANCIK
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“You cannot go home again” is the 
title of an autobiographical novel by
Thomas Wolfe, published after the 
author’s death in 1940. Consistent
with the theme of the novel, this 
book title has been repeated many 
times since, meaning that good 
times from years gone by cannot 
be easily recaptured by returning 
to the old neighborhood or home 
town.
Pat and I tested that saying while 
participating in a recent AACA 
Southeastern Divisional tour based 
in western North Carolina and 
upstate South Carolina. Hosted 
by two local AACA chapters of 
the North Carolina Region, the 
three-day tour traveled the hilly 
and circuitous back roads of this 
beautiful area in the foothills of the 
Smokies.
So what was the test, you say? 
During the recession of the 
early ‘90’s, my job in the heavy 
equipment industry relocated us 
to western North Carolina. With 
steady employment promised 
and a young family to support, we 
made the tough decision to leave 
extended family and friends behind 
in northeast Ohio and bought a 
home in Hendersonville, south 
of Asheville. Although difficult at 

the time, striking out on our own 
was definitely the right decision. 
We made new friends, built a 
career that led us to Louisville, 
and enjoyed a more relaxing pace 
of life.
Whi le  on tour,  we had the 
oppoturnity to drive through our 
old neighborhood. Although now 
thirty years older, our old home built 
in the mid-‘70’s still looks good and 
the neighborhood has held up well.
While many things have changed 
as the area has nearly doubled 
in population since we l ived 
there, some things have not. The 
friendliness of the hosting chapter’s 
members reminded us of why our 
memories of the area are still held 
in high regard. We could easily see 
ourselves returning to the area one 
day, so I guess you can go home 
again!
Speaking of author Thomas Wolfe, 
there are several memorials 
and historic markers throughout 
western North Carol ina that 
carry the author’s name. While 
researching the book title, I learned 
that The Thomas Wolfe Memorial 
is a historic 29-room Victorian 
boardinghouse in downtown 
Asheville, North Carolina. Known 
as the ‘Old Kentucky Home’,it 
was the author’s childhood home 
and inspired his 1929 novel, Look 
Homeward, Angel. Considering we 
moved from the Asheville area to 
the Louisville area, with both areas 
claiming a historic home named the 
‘Old Kentucky Home’, that’s some 
irony.
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President’s Message, continued

KYANA COMMUNITY

Nancy Ray

You know that KYANA Car 
Club sends flowers when 
a member passes away? Did you know the club will send a nice fruit basket when 
you are released if you or your spouse is hospitalized (minimum 2 days inpatient)? 
Please let me know when these events occur so I can ensure they are sent. If you 
are aware o f a member dealing with illness, surgery, or the loss of a family member, 
please don’t hesitate to contact Nancy Ray at (502) 931-9433 via text or phone call.

FROM THE SECRETARY, CAROL BASS

Remember, it is supposed to be fun!

Barbara Taylor was hospitalized 
and then in rehab. She is now at 
home continuing to recuperate 
and sends her thanks for the fruit 
basket KYANA sent her when 
she got home.
Sadly, we must report that Betty 
Hardin passed away while in the 
hospital last month.

Please keep our members and their 
families in your thoughts and prayers.
If your address changes, please 
make sure you let Carol Bass, the 
KYANA Club Secretary know so 
she can update the roster. I would 
appreciate it if you give me the 
current address of any member you 
are calling in to me for a fruit basket.

The board did not meet in July.

Add to that the novel’s title of 
Look Homeward, Angel; fans 
of Louisville’s Monarchs will 
certainly recognize that song title.
If you ever have the opportunity 
to participate in an AACA tour, 
take the chance. Tours offer a 
very relaxed way to see some 
local attractions while driving 
your vintage vehicle along the 
road less traveled. You also 
have the opportunity to meet and 
spend time with the host region 
or chapter as well as your fellow 
tour participants. I’ll be discussing 

the possibility of KYANA hosting a 
tour, likely in 2028, with both the 
Region and Charities boards. We 
can duplicate much of the touring 
schedule recently conducted by the 
National DeSoto Club, so a lot of 
the heavy lifting has already been 
done. The biggest challenge will 
be calendar timing and gathering a 
dedicated core group of volunteers. 
If you would be interested in planning 
and supporting a tour of the Bluegrass 
state, please reach out to me.
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KYANA EVENTS BY CHESTER ROBERTSON

The weather has 
n o t  b e e n  k i n d 
to weekend, out 
door activities this 
summer.
Even so, the Cars 
& Coffee this past 

weekend had over 40 cars, and 
despite the rising temp outside, 
people stayed until almost noon, 
thanks to the abundant shade 
the trees on the KYANA property 
supply. We also had 13 KYANA 
cars and members participate in 
the National night out earlier in the 
month.. 
Fall is just weeks away but doesn’t 
feel like it. September will be a very 
busy month with 5 events.
First Event : Starting with the 
Howard Steamboat Museum Car 
Show on Saturday 5 th Hosted by 
Reagan Lanum.

Second Event : Biggest show of 
the year on Monday the 7 th Labor 
Day at the Ole Kentucky Home  has 
grown by leaps and bounds each 
year. Let’s see what Labor Day 
brings this years car show . Thanks 
to Carol and Jerry Bass.
Third Event: Cars & Coffee the third 
Saturday of the month of Sept. with 
a big turnout is expected for only 
$5.00 a car . Thanks to the Steinke 
family.
Fourth and Fifth Events : The 
last weekend of the month has 
2 events On Saturday 26th St. 
Francis Car Show Hosted by Steve 
Lippmann and on Sunday, Sept. 27 
th Annual Kyana Picnic hosted by 
Donna Burchett. A large turnout has 
occurred for the last several years 
. The KYANA picnic has been a 
yearly event in our club since 1957. 
Check in the Sidelight for each 
event’s details.

IN MEMORIUM...BETTY HARDIN

As the pictures show, Betty always 
had a smile. She and her husband, 
Howard, sponsored KYANA trips to 
the Country Music shows, and actually 
bought the venue in 2019. Her family 
is planning to reopen it later this year.

Known to do anything she could 
to help anyone who needed 
it, she and her husband also organized the 
Nursing Home Tours for many years. She will be 
remembered as the joyful spark to any gathering 
she attended. Her love of music, and her kindness 
to all will be cherished and missed. KYANA sends 

thoughts and prayers to Howard and their children, Howie and Rhonda, 
for their loss.
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FOR SALE

1934 Ford 3 Window Coupe. Originally restored by Jewell Phipps. 
Steve Koonter bought it from the Jewell estate.
Steve and Janice Koonter have owned it ever since, and their daughter, 
Sonya Sparks is selling it to settle their estate.The price is $50,000.
You can reach them to inquire about the car by calling Sonya’s husband, 
Andy at 502-762-6281.
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KYANA PICNIC
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

When: September 27 , 2026 at 2:00 pm
Where: KYANA Clubhouse, 3821 Hunsinger Lane

What: Time to enjoy fellowship with our members, some 
great food and drive an old vehicle if weather permits.

Also collecting Donations for the Ronald McDonald House like in previous 
years. (cake, brownie mixes, cleaning supplies, snack foods)

Please send your payments to 
Donna Burchett 

4907 Seville Drive 
Louisville, Ky 40272 

Please send check or money order made out to KYANA. send $8.50 per 
adult member, ( children under 12 $5.00 ) . Post marked no later than 
September 21.
Please text or call to say check is in the mail, how many people, or any 
questions . 
IMPORTANT: So we will have the correct amount of food for everyone, 
we need advance reservations. We certainly don’t want to turn away 
members who didn’t make reservations, but we have to have reservations 
in order to have an accurate count for food ordering.
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HOWARD STEAMBOAT MUSEUM CAR SHOW 
Saturday, September 5

Make plans to join your fellow 
KYANA members for one of 
Sou thern  Ind iana 's  mos t 
picturesque automotive events! 
The Howard Steamboat Museum 
Car Show returns on Saturday, 
September 5, 2026, and is once 
again an official KYANA event. 
All KYANA member entry fees 
will be paid by the club!
The Howard Steamboat Museum, 

also known as the historic Howard 
Shipyards Mansion, celebrates the 
rich steamboat building heritage of 
the Ohio River region. The beautifully 
preserved Victorian mansion and 
its scenic grounds provide a unique 
backdrop for an outstanding car 
show.	
Participants have the opportunity 
to park on the museum's spacious 
grassy grounds beneath magnificent 
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shade trees that are original to the 
property, making this one of the 
most comfortable and enjoyable 
show settings you'll find! 
If you're interested in attending, 

please contact Reagan Lanum to 
reserve your spot or for additional 
information:
Phone: 812-946-9051 
Email: reaganlanum@gmail.com

Howard Steamboat Museum Car Show continued

NURSING HOME VISIT & CAR DISPLAY
Friday, September 11, 2026

The staff at Louisville East Post 
Acute has again invited KYANA 
to display our antique vehicles at 
their facility on Friday afternoon 
September 11 (The rain date is the 
following Friday, September 18).
  If you can attend and brighten the 
day for the patients, residents, and 
staff, please plan to arrive around 
1:00 p.m. and expect to stay until 
around 3:00 p.m. The name and 
address of the facility are listed 
below.  
Please RSVP to Mark Kubancik if 
you plan to attend.  Hope to see 
you there!
Louisville East Post Acute
4200 Browns Lane 

Louisville, KY 40220
 Mark Kubancik
 Email: mark.kubancik@gmail.com 
Phone: 502-797-8555
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KYANA CHARITIES
4TH ANNUAL CAR SHOW
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KYANA CHARITIES CAR SHOW
Monday, September 7th - Labor Day

The Fourth Annual KYANA Labor 
Day Car Show is now just under 
two weeks away.
Carol and I have been busy 
collecting donations from many 
local businesses, including 
Home Depot, Advance Auto 
Parts, AutoZone, Bonefish Grill, 
Cheddars Scratch Kitchen, 
C inemark ,  De rby  D inne r 
Playhouse, Mark’s Feed Store, 
Olive Garden, Martin’s Bar-B-Que 
Joint, Kolterman’s Bakery, JBS 
Foods, Little Colonel Playhouse, 
Rafferty’;s, Outback Steakhouse, 
LouLou’s Restaurant, Highline 
Plating, O’Reilly’s, Buca di 
Beppo, Connor’s Restaurant, 
Dawn Foods, Mirror Glaze 
Distributors,  Sculptures by 
JAY,and Texas Roadhouse. But 
we are not done. We still have a 
few more businesses to contact 
before the event.
Thanks to the generous support 
of our members, we have 
constructed wonderful trophies 

again this year. Carol puts hours 
of tireless effort into designing and 
building these every year.
The menu will feature hamburgers, 
cheeseburgers, hot dogs, chili 
dogs, chips, and baked beans. New 
additions this year include a maple 
bacon aioli burger and pulled pork 
barbecue.
We would also like to recognize 
our donors. For the first time, we 
are receiving direct food and cash
d o n a t i o n s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y , 
Klosterman’s Bakery is providing 
120 hamburger buns and 120 
hot dog buns, while JBS Foods is 
donating 35 pounds of fresh pork 
butt for the barbecue. Additionally, 
my brother,  Ken Bass,  has 
generously volunteered his time to 
smoke the meat. Highline Plating 
donated $100.
I also want to say a thank you to all 
of the members that have stepped 
up to help out with the show. It is 
you all that make it a success.

John Flechler received a repeat Senior Grand National for his ‘97 
Chevy Camaro Z/28 and Ned Steinke received 
his First Grand National for his ‘55 Hudson Met 
at the Allentown Grand Nationals.
John also served as a judge for a field of 500 
cars at the Grand Nationals in Allentown, PA.  at 
the NB Center for American Automotive History. 
Participants were treated to a behind the scenes 
look at this amazing facility that is not open to 
the public. It was a great time!

2026 AACA GRAND NATIONALS
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St. FRANCIS IN THE FIELDS MISSION DRIVEN CAR SHOW
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

Steve Lippmann is our KYANA 
sponsor for this September 26 
event.
Please call him at:
 502-681-6788 
or email at: 
slippmann@earthlink.net  
or write him at: 2206 Merrick Rd., 
Louisville 40207

Please tell him if you are coming 
and what cars you plan to bring.
ALSO: mail him cash or a check 
money if you wish to get lunch
meal ticket vouchers - you get one 
(1) meal ticket for each $5; so,  $10 
gets you two (2) vouchers, etc.
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KYSWAP
KYANA SWAP 

MEET

LARGEST INDOOR SWAP MEET
60th YEAR - SINCE 1965

APRIL 17-18, 2027
SATURDAY 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

SUNDAY 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
at the 

Kentucky State Fair & Exposition Center
New Northwest Wing & Broadbent Arena

937 Phillips Lane
Louisville, KY 40209

PLEASE NOTE: The center charges a fee to park, and all 
concessions are credit/debit card only. No cash sales

ADMISSION  (CASH ONY)
 SATURDAY - $15    SUNDAY - $10   WEEKEND PASS - $20

CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE WITH AN ADULT PAID ADMISSION

ROOM FOR OVER 1140 VENDORS UNDER ONE ROOF
REGULAR SPACE 10X20 - $115

CORNER SPACE 10X20-$130

MAUREEN VANNATTA
502-619-2917

KYANASWAPMEET@gmail.com

CHESTER ROBERTSON
502-61492916

CHESTERROBERTSON@gmail.com

Visit us on the web: www.kyanaswapmeet.com
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2026 KENTUCKY RAILWAY MUSEUM CAR SHOW
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17,2026

The Railway Car Show has new 
operators this year and has 
changed some of the procedures 
for the show. This year each car 
owner must fill out a registration 
form and sign it before the show. 
The museum must have it by Oct. 
first. I have 20 registration forms 
for anyone who would like to go 
to the show.
I also can send anyone a form by 
email. It will have to be filled out 
and signed by the owner. You can 
then scan it and return it to me by 
email or send it by US post office 
but I must have it by September 
25th to get it to the museum 

before their deadline.
KYANA will cover the registration as 
always and food will be available as 
before. The museum will not allow 
us to save parking spots so we may 
not be able to park next to each other 
at the show.
Please let me know as soon as 
possible by text or phone call or 
email if you would like to attend this 
event so I can get the forms  to you!  
More information will be published 
before the show in the Sidelight.   
NEIL WHITE
502-241-9243    whiteneil@att.net

KYANA had 13 cars at the LMPD 
Night Out event on August 4th



DATE                EVENT SPONSOR
March 26-28 AACA Winter Nationals, Cartersville, GA Lake Allatoona Region

March 28 KYANA Easter Egg Hunt Bev Foster/ Ruth Hill

April 4 KYANA Junk Yard Tour Mark Kubancik

April 9-11 AACA Southeastern Spring Nationals, Charlotte, NC Hornets Nest Region

April 12 Swap Meet Appreciation Dinner Jenni Mulrooney

April 18 KYANA Cars & Coffee Steinke Family

April 18-19 Bluegrass World of Wheels Jerry Bass

May 16 KYANA Cars & Coffee Steinke Family

May 28-30 AACA Eastern Spring Nationals, Indiana, PA Shannock Valley Region

May 31 Middletown Police Foundation Car & Bike Show Will Wilhoite

June 11-13 AACA Southeastern Fall Nationals, Oak Ridge, TN Volunteer Region

June 16 Evansville Indiana Day Trip Jerry & Carol Bass

June 17 National DeSoto Club Meet & Greet Dinner Mark & Pat Kubancik

June 20 Whiskey Row Car Show Chris Mueller

June 20 National DeSoto Club Car Show Mark & Pat Kubancik

July 4 Norton Commons 4th of July Parade Mark Kubancik

July 4 Taylorsville KY 4th of July Parade Ray Hayes

July 10 Collector Car Appreciation Day Donna Burchett

July 18 KYANA Cars & Coffee Steinke Family

July 23-25 AACA Central Spring Nationals, Green Bay, WI

August 1 Toys for Tots Car Show Jerry Bass

August 4 National Night Out, Highview Park Jerry Bass

August 5-8 Southeastern Divisional Tour, Flat Rock, NC Great Smokey Mountain 
Region & Little Detroit Chapter

August 15 KYANA Cars & Coffee Steinke Family

August 19-22 AACA Annual Grand Nationals/Zenith Awards, Allentown, PA

September 5 Howard Steamboat Museum Car Show Reagan Lanum
September 7 KYANA  Car Show Carol & Jerry Bass
September 9-14 AACA Founders Tour (1932-2001) Williamsburg, VA Historic VA Peninsula Region

September 11 Louisville East Post Acute Visit & Car Show Mark Kubancik

September 19 KYANA Cars & Coffee Steinke Family

September 26 St. Francis in the Fields Car Show Steve Lippmann

October 3-4 Bowman Aviation Festival Chris Mueller

October 6-9 AACA Eastern Fall Meet, Hershey, PA

October 17 KYANA Cars & Coffee Steinke Family

October 17 KY Railway Museum Car Show Neil White

October 18 Halloween in Highview, Highview Park Jerry Bass

November 14 KYANA Toys for Tots Breakfast Alan & Maureen Vannatta

KYANA EVENTS for  2026
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AREA CAR SHOWS & EVENTS

1st SATURDAY of the MONTH:                                      
Fante’s Cars & Coffee                                             
2501 Grinstead Drive 40206                                    
April – November 8am – noon Free                         

2nd SATURDAY of the MONTH:
Captain’s Quarters Cars & Coffee
5700 Captain’s Quarters Rd.
8 am -10 am (usually goes longer)
$5 donation per car goes to a charity                       
                                             
American Legion Post 113                
Central Kentucky Rods & Machines
1251 Ring Road, Elizabethtown, KY 
4pm-9pm

Kentucky Pilots Assn/Bardstown 
Nelson Co. Airport Samuels Field
Fly-In/Drive-In Breakfast 
 8:30am - 10:30 am                                
$15 adults, $5 children under 10             
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KYANA EVENTS continued

For up to the minute info on all the car show/
outings going on, go to:

wilderthanmost.com
They have a calendar with LOTS of info! They 
have the flyers and information you need!

3rd SATURDAY of the MONTH:
KYANA Cars & Coffee
3821 Hunsinger Lane 40220     
9am- Noon  $5 donation/Car                  
Cruisin’ Bud’s Tavern
Hosted by the Falls City Corvette Club 
4 pm-8 pm
Bud’s Tavern, 9119 Galene Drive, 
J’Town KY $5 donation per car                    

4th SATURDAY of the MONTH:
Louisville Cars & Coffee
Cox Park 

Car Cruise & Coffee
Southeast Christian Church - Prospect Campus 
12650 W U.S. Hwy 42  9am-11am

DATE EVENT SPONSOR
December 12 KYANA Children’s Christmas Party Kubancik/Bass

Dec Light Up Louisville Parade Alan Vannatta

Dec KYANA Adult Christmas Party

When you send a check to a sponsor for an upcoming event, please call or text the sponsor to let 
them know ‘the check is in the mail’. Include your name, the number in your party, and a way to 
contact you.

Cruisin with the Quads
I-71 , Exit 22, Highhway 53 to Main St.
LaGrange KY



17

STRAIGHT SIX BEATS V8s: ENGINE DOMINANCE BY THE 
HUDSON HORNET

                                                                                    by Steve Lippmann

In the early 1950s, despite that many 
vehicles still ran on straight-sixes or 
straight-eights, old car folks know 
about the huge excitement about 
the then newly introduced 
fas t  V8  au tomob i l e 
eng ines.  There was 
special  fondness for 
the V8s ofOldsmobile 
Rockets, Olds 88s, the 
Chrysler Hemi, Fords, 
Studebakers, Chevy small 
blocks, and so many other 
legendary engines. The 
industry was switching 
to overhead valve V8s. 
New, modern automotive 
power were important 
aspirations. Having a speedy 
image often boosted sales.
However, there also was big 
enthusiasm about some powerful 
straight-sixes. Two good examples 
include the 1953-1954 Corvette 
Blue Flame - an overhead valve 
-triple carburetor version and the 
1950-1954 Hudson Hornet Big Six - 
a flathead - dual carburetor engine. 
Big Six-equipped Hudsons often 
outran V8 cars, and this L-head 
engine was a big winner in the 
early-1950s stock car racing circuit.
The Hudson Hornet’s 308-cubic-
inch (5.0L) inline was the biggest six 
cylinder automobile engine around.  
The block was a chromium-iron 
alloy and their rigid crankshaft had 
7-mainbearings. It utilized side-
valve placements when companies 
were transitioning to overhead-

valves. Size and smart engineering 
also yielded lots of low-end torque, 
a big advantage off the line at 
racing.

In  1950 ,  s tandard  Hudson 
long-stroke, aluminum cylinder 
head engines came with a 7.2 
compression ratio (highest number 
available with six cylinders). They 
were equipped with a single 
2-barrel carburetor producing 145 
horsepower at 4,000 RPM and 257 
foot-pounds of torque at 1,600 RPM. 
It was an upgraded, larger, and 
higher- compression ratio engine 
than Hunson’s 1948 and 1949 past 
262 cubic-inchpowerplant. Also 
offered as an extra was a dealer-
installed kit by 1951; it was called 
the so-called Twin H-Power. This 
production version  used two 
1-barrel carburetors on a dual 
intake manifold system. More 
advantageous air-fuel distribution, 
increased power to 160-170 
horsepower. This optional offering 
became a factory installation 
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election, if requested in 1952.
There also was another special 
factory-built racing upgrade 
available that included special 
cams, bigger valves, and yielded 
well over 200 horsepower. Good 
quality design and manufacture 
provided these Twin H-Power 
engines with excellent function on 
the track even over long duration 
at high-speed stress. By 1955, 
the so-called “Fabulous Hudson 
Hornet” dominated racing with 81 
NASCAR wins.
Despite exciting racing wins in 
those early 1950s years and that 
the Hudson Motor Car Company 
had productively existed since 
1909, sales of Hudson autos 

declined, as did manufacturing. 
Hudsons were then known 
for good quality at reasonable 

prices. They were famous too for 
the 1948 innovation of “step down” 
bodies attached within the frame, 
rather than on top. This design 
yielded a low, safer, and more stable, 
comfortable profile. The lower center-
of-gravity advantage allowed faster 
speeds at race-track  turns and 
curves for Hudsons that could more 
quickly negotiate necessary slow-
downs better-and-faster than their 
competition. Beyond the engines, 
this was another aspect of the race-
winning strategy.
There is amazingly huge variation 
and very wide discrepancy at 
report ing, but some statist ics 
suggest that Hudson might have 
built over 121,000 cars in 1950 and 

maybe even over 132,000 
(less well documented) the 
following year. Nevertheless, 
production dropped further, 
maybe to only about 50,000 
units by 1954 (all these 
numbers remain unclear ?).
Hudson subsequential ly 
merged with the Nash-
K e l v i n a t o r  c o m p a n y 
the following year, then 
becoming the American 
M o t o r  C o r p o r a t i o n . 
Thereaf te r,  p roduc t ion 
numbers continued to fall 
rather drastically. By 1957, 
possibly only about 4,000 
(or even lots fewer) Hudsons 

were made that year, ending Hudson 
automobile manufacture.

Straight six...continued

THE HUDSON BIG SIX
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NON KYANA EVENTS
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