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ACT I1I. SCENE 11,
Manent Macbeth and a fervant,

Irrah,
A word with you, Attend thofe men our
pleafure ?

MACBET H.

They hail’d him father to a line of kings.

Upon my head they plac’d a fruitlefs crown,
And put 2 barren {ceptre In my gripe,

‘Thence to be wrench’d with anunlincal hand,
No fon of mine {ucceeding, If ’tis fo,

For Banquo’s iffue have I ’fil’d my mind,

Ser. Theyare,my lord,without the palace gate.
Mach. Bring them before us—To be thus is
nothing, [ Exit fer,
But to be fafely thus.«-Our fears in Banquo
Stick deep, and in his royalty of nature
Reigns that which fhould be fear’d.’ Tis muchhe
And to thatdauntlefs temper of hismind [dares,

He hath a wifdom, that doth guide his valour
T'o at in fafety 3 there is none but he,
Whofe being I do fear, and under him

My genius is rebuk’d;

(1) as 1t 1s faid

Anthony's was by Cafar. He chid the fifters,
‘When firft they put the name of king upon me,
And bad them fpeak tohim;then, prophet-like,

(1) ~—-- A3 it is faid
Anthony's was by Caefar-~—-

Though I would not ofien
affume the critic’s privilege
of being confident where
certainty cannot be obtain'd,
nor indulge mylelftoo facin
departing from the efta-
btifth'd reading; yet ¥ can-
not but propofe the rejeétion
of this pafiage, which 1 be-

lieve was an infertion of

fome player, who, havingfo
much Jearning as to difcover
1o what Shakefpear alinded,
was not willing that his au-

thercfore weakened the au-
thor’s {enfe by the intrufion
of a remote and ufelefs i-
mage into a {peech burlting
from a man wholly pofiefs’d
with his own prefent condi-
tion, and therefore not at
leifure to explain hisown al-
lufions to himielf. If thele
words arc taken away, by
which not only the thought
but the numbers are in-
jured, the lines of Shakefpear
clofe together without any
traces of a breach.

My genius is velubd, Ho

- —— [ p— -
- — - — — -

For them the gracious Duncan have Imurther’d,
Put rancours in the veflel of my peace

1"()niy for them, and mine cternal jewel

Giv’n to (1) the common enemy of man,

To make them kings, the {eed of Banquo kingss
Rather than fo, (2) come, fate, into the lifts,
And championme to th’utterance |« Who’sthere?

(1) v The cornmon enemy of
miciil,

1t i3 always an entertain-
ment to an inquilitive read-
er o trace a lentiment to
irs original fource, and there-
fore, though the term enemny
of mdn appiied tn the devil
is in itfelt patural and obvi-
vious, yet fome may be
pleafed with beinginformed,
that Shakefpear probably
botrowed it from the firlk
lines of the Defrullion of
Troy, 4 book which he is
known to have read.

That this remark ma
not appear oo trivial,l fhall
take occafion from it 1o
point out a beautiful paflage
of Milton, evidently copied
from 2 book of no greater
authority. In defcribing the
gates of hell, 2ok 2. v. 8.
29, he fays,

seee On & fudden open fiy,

TH infernal deorsyand on their
binges grate
Harsh thunder.

_In the hiftory of dont Bel-
{ianis, whenone of 1he
knights npﬁmachcs, as [ re-
member, the cafile of Bran-~
dezar, the gares are faid (o
open grating harfb thunder
upon their brafen hinges.

(2) --—-Come, fate, intothe
lif1s,
And champion me toth® utters
ﬂﬂfﬂ- - —

This pafiage will be beft
explained by tranflating it
into the language from
whence the only word of
difficulty in it s borrowed.

ue (@ defiinee fe rende en
lice, et fu" elle me donne un
defi a Doutrance. A chal-
jenge or a combat a [lou-
trance, fo exiremily, Was &
fixed term in the law of

dience fhould be lels know- chid the fifders, Hith impetuous recoilsand jar-  agma, ufed when the com-
ing than himfclf, and has E ring found, batants engaged with an
™
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