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" TO HIS
G R A C E
T H E

Duke of Somerfet.

My LoRD,
ﬁ '.,_" F the Application of too great

B ] 24l a Pare of my Time to the un-
5 £ || profitable Love and Study of
== | Poetry, has been an Imputation,
perhaps, juftly enough charg'd upon me; I
am bound, by the firft Principles of Duty
and Gratltude, to own, that it is by Your
Grace’s immediate Goodnefs that I have
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DEDICATION.,

at length an Opportunity of turning my

Thoughts a better and more ufeful Way.

The Honour of Your Grace’s Protetion and

Favour, has fomething in'it which diftin-
guithes it {elf from that of other Great Men;

the Benefit of it is extenfive, and to have
a fhare in Your Grace’s good Opinion, is
to be entitled, at leaft, to fome Efteem and
Regard from Your Grace’s illuftrious Friends,
that is, from thofe who fill up the firft and
beft Rank of Mankind. Whatever I am
or can be, (if I am ever to be any thing)
is all Your Grace’s. It is an Acknowledg-
ment that 1 make, with as much Sacisfa-
&ion as Pride; and 1dont know whether
the Obligation I lye under, or the Benefit I
receive from it, be capable of giving me the
greater Pleafure. Some Dependances are in-
deed a Pain, tho’ they bring confiderable
Advantages along with them; but where
there 1s a gracious Temper, an eafie Con-
defcenfion, and a Readinefs to -do Good
equal to the Magnificence of ‘the Giver,
the Value of that Gift muft certainly be
very much enhanc’'d. 'Tis my particular
Happinefs, that Your Grace is the beft Be-
nefactor 1 could have; for as I am capable

of



DEDICATIOMN.

of making no Retutn, Your Grace never
thinks of receiving one. 1 have indeed one
thing ftill to beg, That as Your Grace re-
ceiv'd me into Your favourable Opinion,
without any Pretenficn that could be made
on my fide, | may have the Honour to
continue there, by my firft Title,Your Grace’s
meer Goodnefs.

Tho' it be high time to difclaim thofe
Studies, with which 1 have amus'd my felf
and other People; yet I could -not take
leave of an Art I have long lov'd, without
commending the beft of our Poets to the
Protection of the beft Patron. I have fome-
times had the Honour to hear Your Grace
exprefs the particular Pleafure you have ta.
ken in that Greatnefs of Thought, thofe
natural Images, thofe Paflions finely touch’d,
and that beautiful Expreflion which is eve-
ry where to be met with in Shakefpear. And
that he may ftill have the Honour to entet-
tain Your Grace, 1 have taken {ome Care
to redeem him from the Injuries of former
Impreflions. I muft not pretend to have
reftor’d this Work to the Exaétnefs of the
Author’s Original Manulcripts : Thofe are
loft, or, at {caft, are gone beyond any Inquiry I

A 2 could



DEDICATION.

could make ;5 fo that there was nothing left,
but to compare the feveral Editions, and give
the true Reading as well as I could from
thence. This I have endeavour’d to do
pretty carefully, and render’d very- many
Places Intelligible, that were not {o before.
In fome of the Editions, cfpeaally the laft,
there were many Lines, (and in Hamlet one
whole Scene) left out together ; thefe are
now all fupply’d. I fear Your Grace will
ftill find {fome Faults, but I hope they are
moftly litteral, and the Errors of the Prefs.
Such as it is, it is the beft Prefent of Eng-
lift Poetry 1 am capable of making Your
Grace. And I believe I fhall be thought no
unjuft Difpofer of this, the Author’s Eftate in
Wit, by humbly Offering it where he would
have been proud to have Bequeath'd it.
The Prefent Age is indeed an unfortunate
one for Dramatick : Poetry 5 the hasbeen perfe-
cuted by Fanatici{m, forfaken by her Friends,
and opprefs’d even by Mulick, her Sifter
and confederate Art, that was formerly em-
ploy’'d in her Defence and Support. In
{uch perillous Times, I know no Protection
for Shakefpear, more Safe nor more. Ho-
nourable than Your Grace’s: "Tis the belt
LT | Security
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Security a Poet can ask for, to be fhelter'd
under that Great Name which prefides over
One of the moft Famous Univerfities of Ex-
repe. To do publick Benefits, is indeed an
Honour Natural and Hereditary to Your
Grace’s  illuftrious Faniily; 'tis to that
Noble Stock we owe our Edward the Sixth;
a Prince of the greateft Hopes which that or
any other Age ever producd : A Prince,
whofe uncommon Proficiency in Learn-
ing made him the Wonder of his own
Time; whofe Care for his People will di-
ftinguifh him among the beft of our Kings,
and whole Piety and Zeal for the true Re-
ligion, will preferve his Name Dear and Sa-
cred to our Church for ever. DBut if we
look back fo high as the Reformation, "twill -
be impoflible not to remember the Share
.Your Grace’s Noble Anceftor had in that
oood Work : He was the Defence and Or-
nament of it in his Life, and the Martyr of
it in his Dearh. Since it 1s moft certain,

that thofe wicked and ambitious Men, who

defign’d the Subverfion of Church and State,
and of whom the Chicef dy’d a profeft Pa-
pift, could not propole to have brought
about thofe fatal Defigns, ’till they had fieft
remov’d the Duke of Scmerfer. I



DEDICATION.

I need not tell the World how well Your
Grace has follov’d the Examples of Ho-
nour and Virtue in your own Family. The
Eftablitvd Chutch, the Crown and Yout
Councry, have receiv’d many Eminent Te-
ftimonies of Your unalterable Zeal for their
Service, and unfhaken Refolution in their
Defence.  There was a Time, fomewvhat
above rwenty Years ago, when the pernici-
ous Councils of fome Men put the Crown
upon taking fuch Meafures as might have
been fatal in the laft Degree to both Our
Religious and Civil Liberties; when they
had the Hardinefs not only* to avow 2 Re-
ligion equally deftru&tive to the Church
and State, but did even prefume to bring
in 2 publick Minifter from the Bifhop of
Rome, as it were in Defiance of Qur Con-
fticuuon, and in Triumph over Our Laws:
It was then, I fay, that they thought it
highly neceflary to their Purpofe, that a
Man of the firft Quality and Figure in Eng-
land, fhould countenance fo bold and unex-
ampled an Undertaking, They pitch’d up-
on one, 'tis true, whofe known Love of his
Country might in a good meafure have
taken off the Odioulnefs of that A&ionci
| an
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and even allayd the Apprehenfions of /
Danger, which on fuch an Occafion Peo-
ple naturally had. It muft be own'd, that
they had thought prudently for themfelves;
but they were highly miftaken in the Man

they had chofen, and found him to be
~ above all Temptation; {uch a one, wvhom
neither the Refpet he bore to the Perfon
of the Prince, (which was very great ) nor
the Menaces of an infolent Fadion, could
Frevail upon, for aniy Regards, to do Vio-
ence to his Country, or engige in any
thing which might be an Offence to his
Honour and Confcience.

It is with Pleafure, my Lord, that we
compare the troublefome Condition of thofe
palt Times, with the Security of thefe pre- /
fent. And I cannot but Congratulatc Your /7
Grace upon the Profperity and Succels of /
Her Majefty’s Counfcls, in the great Jun- ¢
¢ture of Affairs which now draws the Eyes /
and ExPe&ations of all Eurape. Never, ccr- 4
~taiely, was there a fairer Profpet of Hap~ /
pinefs than that which now riles o our #
View. There appears to be a general Dif- 7
pofition for Unanimity and good Agree- ¢
ment at Home, as for Peace Abroad. Thefe 7

S ,. p ate /
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are the great Rewards given to the Piety of
the Beft of Queens: And it feems a Bleffing
peculiarly referv’d for Her, to fave, not only
Europe in General, but even Framce, her
Enemy, from the laft Ruin. That Your
Grace may long enjoy the Happinefs of that
Peace, which in Your feveral high Stations,
either as a Patriot to Your Country, or 3
faithful Councellor to the Queen, You have

{o largely contributed to, is the moft hum-
ble and hearty With of, my Lord,

Your GRACE's
Moft Oblig d,
Moft Dewoted, and

Obedient Humble Serwant,

N. RQWE.



Mr. William Sbﬂé@ﬁﬁdh

=] | {eems to be a kind of Refpeét
J58E3 B22| due to the Memory of Excellent
3oy 24| Men, efpecially of thofe whom
#iewii ] their Wit and Learning have made
Famous, to deliver {ome Account

of themielves, as well as their Works, to Po-
{terity. For this Reafon, how fond do we {ee
{fome People of difcovering any little Perfonal
Story of the great Men of Antiquity, their Fa-
milies, the common Accidents of their Lives,
and even their Shape, Make and Features have

-
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i1 Some Account of the Life; &c. |
been the Subje& of critical Enquiries. How
tuﬂmg foever this Curiofity may feem to be,
1t is certainly very Natural; and we are hardly
{atisfy’d with an Account of any remarkable
Perfon, ’till we have heard him defcrib’d even
to the very Cloaths he wears. As for what
relates to Men of Letters, the knowledge of
an Author 'may fometimes conduce to the bet-
ter underftanding his Book; And tho’ the
Works of Mr. Shakefpear may feem to many
not to want a Comment, yet I fancy {fome lit-
tle Account of the Man himfelf may not be
thought improper to go along with them.

He was the Son of Mr. Jobn Sbcz,%eﬁ?mr, and
was Born at Stratford upon dvon, in War-
wickfbire, in Aprif 1564. His Family, as ap-
‘pears by the Regifter and Publick Writings re-
lating to that 'Town, were of good Figure and
Fafhion there, and are mention’d as Gentle-

men.. His Father, ‘'who was a confiderable
Dealer in Wool, had fo large a Family, ten

Children in all, that tho’ he was his eldeft Son,
he could give him no better Education than
his own Employment.. He had bred him, ’tis
true, for fome time . at a Free-School, where
'tis probable he acquir'd that little Latin he
was Mafler of : But the narrownefs of his Cir-
cumitances, and the want of his affiftance at

' Home,



of Mr. WiLL1aM SHAKESPEAR., IO

Home, forc’d his Father to withdraw him
“from thence, and unhappily prevented his
further Proficiency in that Language. It is
without Controverfie, that he had no know-
ledge of the Writings of the Antient Poets,
not only from this Reafon, but from his Works
themfelves, where we find no traces of any
thing that looks like an Imitation of ’em; the
Delicacy of his Tafte, and the natural Bent of
his own Great Genius, equal, if not fuperior to
fome of the beft of theirs, would certainly have
led him to Read and Study ’em with fo much
Pleafure, that fome of their fine Images would
naturally have infinuated themfelves into, and
been mix’d with his own Writings s {o that
his not copying at leaft fomething from them,
may be an Argument of his never having read
'em. Whether his Ignorarce of the Antients
were a difadvantage tohim or no, may admit of
a Difpute: For tho’theknowledge of ’emmight
have made him more Corre&, yet it is pot im-
probable but that the Regularity and Deference
for them, which would have attended that
Corre@nefs, might have reftrain’d fome of
that Fire, Impetuofity, and even beautiful Ex-
travagance which we admire in Shabefpear -
And I believe we are better pleas’d with thofe
Thoughts, altogether New and Uncommon,

a 2 which



w  Some Account of the Life; &c.

which his own Imagination fupply’d him fo
abundantly with, than if he had given us the
moft beautiful Paflages out of the Greek and
Latin Poets, and that in the moft agreeable
manner that it was poflible for a Mafter of the
Englifb Language to deliver ’em. Some Latin
without queftion he did know, and one may
fee up and down in his Plays how far hisRead-
ing that way went: In Love's Labour lof, the
Pedant comes out with a Verfe of Mantuan;
and in Tztus Andronicus, one of the Gothick
Princes, upon reading

Integer vite fielerifque purus
Non eget Maur: jaculis nec arcuy—

fays, Tis a V. erfe in Horace, but he remembers
it out of his Grammar : Which, I fuppofe,
was the Author’s Cafe. Whatever Latin he
had, ’tis certain he underftood Freunch, as may
be obferv’d from many Words and Sentences
fcatter’d up and down his Plays in that Lan-
guage ; and efpecially from one Scenc in
Henry the Fifth written wholly in it. Upon
his leaving School, he feems to have given
intirely irto that way of Living which bis
Father propos’d to him; and in order to
fettle in the World after a Family man-

ner, he thought fit to marry while he was
| yet
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yet very Young. His Wife was the Daughter
of one Hathaway, {aid to have been a {fubftan-
tial Yeoman in the Neighbourhood of §7rz-
ford. In this kind of Settlement he continu’d
for {fome time, ’till an Extravagance that he
was guilty of, forc’d him both out of his Coun-
try and that way of Living which he had taken
up 3 and tho’it feem’d at firft to be a Blemifh
upon his good Manners, and a Misfortune to
him, yet it afterwards happily prov’d the oc-
cafion of exerting one of the greateft Gen:-
#s's that ever was known in Dramatick Poetry.
He had, by a Misfortune common enough to
young Fellows, fallen into ill Company ; and
amongft them, {ome that made a frequent
practice of Deer-tealing, engag’'d him with
them more than once in robbing a Park that
belong’d to Sir Thomas Lucy of Cherlecot, near
Stratford. For this he was profecuted by that
Gentleman, as he thought, fomewhat too fe-
verely; and in order to revenge that 1ll Ufage,
he made a Ballad upon him. And tho’ this,
probably the firft Effay of his Poetry, be loft,
yet it is faid to have been fo very bitter, that
it redoubled the Profecution againft him to
that degree, that he was oblig’d to leave his
Bufinefs and Family in #Warwickfbire, for fome
time, and fhelter himf{elf in London.

a 3 it



vi  Some Account of the Life, &c.

It 15 ac this Time, and upon this Accident,
that he 1s faid to have made his firft Acquam-
tance in the Play-houfe He was receiv’d m-
to the Company then in being, at firft in a
very mean Rank ;3 But his admirable Wi,
and the mnatural Turn of it to the Stage,
foon diftingmih’d him, if not as an extraor
dinary Adtor, yet as an excellent Writer,
. His Name is Printed, as the Cuftom was i
thofe Times, amongft thofe of the other Play-
ers, before fome old Plays, but without any
particular Account of what {ort of Parts he
us’d to play; and tho’ I have inquir’d, I could
never meet with any further Account of him
this way, than that the top of his Performance
was the Ghott in his own Humler. 1 fhould
have been much more pleas’d, to have learn’d
from fome certain Authority, which was the
firft Play he wrote; it would be without doubt
a pleafure to any Man, curious in Things of
this Kind, to fee and know what was the firft
Effay of a Fancy like Shakefpear’s. Perhaps
we are not to look for his Beginnings, like
thofe of other Authors, among their leaft per-
fe& Writings ; Art had fo little, and Nature
{o large a Share in what he did, that, for ought

I know, the Performances of his Youth, s
‘ they



of Mr. WiLLIAM SHAKESPEAR. VI

they were the moft vigorous, and had the
motit fire and flrength of Imagination in 'em,
were the beft. Iwould not be thought by this
to mean, that his Fancy was {o loofe and ex-~
travagant, as to be Independent on the Rule
and Government of Judgment ; but that what
he thought, was commonly (o Great, fo juitly
and rightly Conceiv'd in it felf, that it wanted
little or no Correftion, and was immediately
approv'd by an impartial Judgment at the firft
fight. Mr. Dryden {eems to think that Per:-
cles is one of his firft Plays ; but there is na
judgment to be form’d on that, fince there is
good Reafon to believe that the greateft part
of that Play was not written by him; tho’ it is
own’d, fome part of it certainly was, particu-
Jarly the laft A¢t.But tho’ the order of Time in
which the {everal Pieces were written be gene-
rally uncertain, yet there are Paflages in fome
few of them which {feem to fix their Dates. So
the Chorus in the beginning of the fifth At of
Henry V. by a Compliment very handfomly
turn’d to the Earl of Effex, thews the Play to
have been written when that Lord was General
for the Queen in Ireland : And hisElogy upon
Q. Elizabeth, and her Succeflor K. Fames, in
the latter end of his Hexnry VIII, is a Proof of
that Play’s being written after the Acceflion

| 2 4 of
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of the latter of thofe two Princes to the Crown
of England. Whatever the particular Times
of his Writing were, the People of his Age,
who began to grow wonderfully fond of Di-
verfions of this kind, could not but be highly
pleas’d to {fee a Gerzus arife amongit ’em of {o
pleafurable, fo rich a Vein, and fo plenti-
fully Lcap;able of furnithing their favourite En-
tertainments. Befides the advantages of his
Wit, he was in himfelf a good-natur’d Man,
of great fweetnefs in his Manners, and a moit
agreeable Companion; f{o that it 1s no wonder
if with {o many good Qualities he made him-
felf acquainted with the beft Converfations of
thofe Times. Queen £/lizabeth had {everal of
his Plays A¢ted before her, and without doubt
gave him many gracious Marks of her Favour:
It 15 that Maiden Princefs plainly, whom he
- 1ntends by

— ﬁm' Ve ﬂ.«:zl Throned by the Weft.

 Midfummer Night's Drmm,
VOI 2- P. 480

And that whole Paflage is a Comphment very
properly brought in, and very hand{omly ap-
ply’d to her. She was fo well ‘pleas’d with
that admirable Charatter of Falffaf, in the
two Parts of Hem;y the Fouﬁ;h that fhe com-

| | manded
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manded him to continue it for one Play more,
and to fhew him in Love. This is faid to be
the Occafion of his Writing The Merry Wives
of Windfor, How well fhe was obey’d, the
Play it felf is an admirable Proof. Upon this
Occafion it may not be improper to obferve,
that this Part of Falffaff 1s-faid to have been
written originally under the Name of Oldcafile ;
fome of that Family being then remaining,
the Queen was pleas’d to command him to al-
ter it ; upon which he made ufe of Fulftaff.
‘The prefent Offence was indeed avoided ; but
I don't know whether the Author may not
have been fomewhat to blame in his fecond
Chaice, fince it is certain that Sir Fobn Fal-
flaff, who was a Knight of the Garter, and a
Lieutenant-General, was a Name of diftin-
guifh’d Merit in the Wars in France 1n Henry
the Fifth’s and Henry the Sixth’s Times. What
Grace focver the Queen confer’d upon him, it
was not to her onlyhe ow’d the Fortune which
the Reputation of his Wit made He had the
Honour to meet with many great and uncom-
mon Marks of Favqur and Friendihip fromthe
Farl of Southampton, famous in the Hiftories
of that Time for his Fricndfhip to the unfor-
tunate Earl of Efex. It was to that Noble

LQrd that he Dedlcated h‘LS V enns and Adouzs,
- the
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the only Piece of his Poetry which he ever
publifh’d himfelf, tho’ many of his Plays were
{furrepticioufly and lamely Printed in his Life.
time. There is one Inftance fo fingular in the
Magnificence of this Patron of Shake/pear'sthat
if I had notbeen affur’d that the Story was hand-
ed down by Sir William D’ Avenant, who was
probably very well acquamted with his Affairs,
I thould not have ventur'd to have inferted,
that my Lord Smtbgmpmﬂ, at one time, gave
him a thoufand Pounds, to enable him to go
through with a Purchafe ‘which he heard he
had amind to. * A Bounty very great, and ve-
1y rare at any time, and almoft equal to that
profufe Generofity the prefent Age has thewn
to French Dancers and Jtalian Eunuchs. -
What particular Habitude or Friendfhips he
contracted with private Men, I have not been
- able to learn, more than that every one who
had a true Tafte of Merit, and could diftin-
guith Men, had generally a juft Value and
Efteem for him. His exceeding Candor and
good Nature muft certainly have inclin’d all
the gender Part of the World to love him, as
the power of his Wit oblig’d the Men of the
moft delicate Knowledge and polite Learning
to admire him. Amongft thefe was the in-

' comparabi& Mr. Edmond Spmwr, who fpeaks
| of
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of him in his Tears of the Mufes, not only with
the Praifes due to a good Poet, but even la«
menting his Abfence with the tendernefs of a
Friend. The Paffage is in 7haliz’s Complaint
for the Decay of Dramatick Poetry, and the
Contempt the Stage then lay under, amongﬁ
hlS Mifcellaneous Works, p.147.

And be the Man,whom Nature's felf badmade
To mock ber felf, and Truth to imitate
With kindly Counter under mimick Shade,
Our pleafant Willy, ab ! 15 dead of late:
With whom all Joy and jolly Merriment
Is alfo deaded, and in Dolour drent.

Inflead thereof, feoffing Scurrility
And feorning Folly with Contempt 15 crept,
Rolling in Rhimes of foamele(s Ribandry,
Without Regard or due Decorum kept ;
Each idle Wit ar will prefumes to matke,
And dotly the Learned's Task upon him take.

But that fame gentle Spirit, from whofe Per
Large Streams of Honey and fiveet Nettar flow,
Scorning the Boldnefs of fuch bafé-born Men,
Which dare their Follies forth [o rafbly throws
‘Doth rather choofe to fit in :die Cell,

Than fo bimfelf to Mockery to fel).
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~ Tknow fome People have been of Opinion,
that Shakefpear 1s not meant by #illy in the
firlt Stanza of thefe Verfes, becaufe Spencer's
Deéath happen’d twenty Years before Shake-
fpear’s. - But, befides that the Charatter 1s ot
applicable to any Man of that time but himfeli,
it is plain by the laft Starzs that Mr. Spencer
does not mean that he was then really Dead,
but only that bie had with-drawn himfelf from
the Publick, or at leaft with-held his Hand
from Writing, out of a difguft he had taken at
the then 1l tafte of the Town, and the mean
Condition of the Stage. Mr. Dryden was al-
ways of Opinion thefe Verfes were meant of
Shakefpear ; and ’tis highly probable they were
fo, fince he was three and thirty Years old at
Spencer’sDeath ; and his Reputation in Poetry
muft have been great enough before that Time
to have deferv’d what is here faid of him. His
Acquaintance with Bex Fobnfon began with
remarkable piece of Humanity and good Na-
ture; Mr. Fobufon, who was at that Time al-
together unknown to the World, had offer’d
one of his Plays to the Players, in order to
have it Aéted; and the Perfons into Whofe
Hands it was put, after having turi’d it care-
lefsly and fupercilioufly over, were juft upon
1 eturmng it to him W1th an 111-natur d Anfwer,
A that
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that it would be of po fervice to their Company,
when Shakefpear luckily caft his Eye upon it,
and found fomething fo well in it as to engage
him firft to read it through, dnd afterwardsto
recommend Mr. Fobnfor and his Writings to
the Publick. After this they were profefs’d
Friends; tho’ I don’t know whether the other
ever made him an equal return of Gentlenefs
and Sincerity.  Ber was naturally Proud and
Infolent, and in the Days of his Reputatmn
did fo far take upon him the Supremacy in
Wit, that he could not but look with an evil
Eye upon any one that feem’d to ftand in
Competition with him. And if at times he
has affec¢ted to commend him, it has always
been with fome Referve, infinuating his Un-
correctnefs, a carelefs manner of Writing; and
want of Judgment; the Praile of feldom alter-
ing or blotting out what he writ, which was
given him by the Players who were the firft
Publifthers of his Works after his Death, was
what Fobnfon could not bear ; he thought it
impoflible, perhaps, for another Man to ftrike
out the greiteft Thoughts in the fineft Ex-
preflion, and to reach thofe Excellencies of
Poetry with the Kafe of a firft Imagination,
which him{elf with infinite Labour and Study:

could but hardly attain to. Fobnfon was cer-
tainly
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tainly a very good Scholar, and in that had
the advantage of Shakefpear; tho’ at the fame
time 1 believe it muft be allow’d, that what
Nature gave the latter, was more than a Bak
lance for what Books had given the former;
and the Judgment of a great Man upon this
occafion was, I think, very juft and proper. In
a Converfation between. Sir Fobn Suckling,
Sir William D Avewant; Endymion Porter,
Mr. Hales of Eaton, and Ben Fobnfons Sir Fohn
Suckling, who was a profefs’d Admirer of
Shakefpear,had undertaken his Defence againft
Ben Fobnfon with {fome warmth; Mr. Hales,
who had fat ftill for fome time, hearing Ber
frequently reproaching him with the want of
Iearning, and Ignorance of the Antients, told
him at laft, That if Mr. Shakefpear had not
read the Autients, be had Lkewife not ftollen
any thing from 'ems; (a Fault the other made
no Confcience of ) and that if be would pro-
duce amy one Topick fiuely treated by any of
thems be would undertake to foew. fomething
unpon the fame Subject at leaft as well written
by Shakefpear.' Fobnfon did indeed take a large
liberty, even to the tranfcribing and tranfla-
ting of whole Scenes together ; and {ome-
times, with all Deference to fo great a Name
as h1s, not altogether for the advantage of the

Authors
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Authors of whom he borrow’d, . ‘And if A»-
guftus and Virgil were really what he has made
em in a Scene of. his Poetafler; they are as
odd an Emperor and a Peet as ever metl.
Shake(pear, on the other Hands was behold-
ing to no body farther than the §qundation of
the Tale,” the Incidents wereloften . bis own,
and the Writing -intirely fo - 'There is-one
Play “of his, indeed,. The Comedy of Errors,
in a great meafure taken from the Menwchms
of Plantws. How that happen’d, I cannot ea-
fily Diyine, fince, as I hinted before, 1. do
0ot take him to have been Mafler of Lazi
enough to read it in the Original, and I know

of no Tranﬁatlon of Tlaumx {o Old as fhus
Time.

As I have not propos’d to my {elf to enter
into a Large and Compleat Criticiim.ypon
Mr. Shakefpear's Works, {o I fuppofe it will
neither be expefted that 1 thould take notice
of the fevere Remarks that have been former-
ly made upon him by Mr. Rbhymer. 1 muft
confefs, I can't very well {ee what could.be
the Reafon of his animadverting with fo much
-Sharpnefs, upon the Faults of a Man Excellent
“on moft Occafions, and whom all the World
ever was and will beinclin’d to havean Efteem
and Veneration for. If it was to thew his own
‘ Know-
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Knowledge in the Art of Poetry, befides thiat
there is a Variity in mdking that only his De.
fign, I queftion if thére be not many Impet.
feftions as well in thofe Schemes and Precepts
he has gwen for the Direétion .of others,. 1
well as 1n that Sarmple of Tragedy which he
has written to {liew the Excellency of his ows
Genivs. If he had 2 P1que againft the Mat
and wrote on purpofe to. ruin a Reputation {o
well eftablifh’d, he has had the Mortification
to fail altogether in his Attempt, and to fee
the World. at leaft as fond of Shake/pear ds of
his Critique. But I won’t believe a Geritle:
man, and a good-natur’d Man, capable of the
laft Interition. Whatever may have been his
Meaning, finding fault is certainly the eafief
‘Task of Knowledge, and commonly thofe Men
of good Judgment, who are likewife of good
~and gentle Difpofitions, abandon this ungrate-
ful Province to the Tyranny of Pedants. I
-one would enter into the Beauties of §hake-
- fpear’, there 1s a much larger, as well as a more
-delightful Field; but as I won’t prefcribe to
“the Taftes of other People, {fo 1 will only take
- the liberty, with all due Submiflion to the
Judgment of others; to obferve fome of thofe
Things I have been pleas’d Wlth in lookmg
+him over.

His
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- His Plays are properly to be diftinguifh’d
only into Comedies and Tragedies. Thofe
which are called Hiftories, and even fome of
his Comedies, are really Tragedies, with a
run or mixture of Comedy amongft ’em. That
way of I'rage-Comedy was the common Mi-
{take of that Age, and is indeed become {fo
agreeable to the Ewnglifh Taft, that tho’ the
{feverer Critiques among us cannot bear 1t, yet
the generality of our Audiences {eem to be
better pleas’d with it than with 2n exa& Tra-
gedy. The Merry Wives of Windfor, The Co-
medy of Firrorsy and The Taming of the Shrew,
are all pure Comedy; the reft, however they.
are call’d, have fomething of both Kinds. *Tis
not very eafie to determine which way of
Writing he was moft Excellent in. There is
certainly a great deal of Entertainment in his
Comical Humours ; and tho’ they did not
then firike at all Ranks of People, as the Sa-
tyr of the prefent Age has taken the Liberty
to do, yet there is a pleafing and a well-d1-
{tinguifh’d Variety in thofe Charalters which
he thought fit to meddle with.” Falfaff is al-
low’d byevery body to be a Mafter-piece ; the
Charaéter 15 always well{uftain’d, tho’ drawn
out into the length of three Plays ;- and even
the Account of his Death, given by his Old
Vor. L b - Landlady
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Landlady Mrs. Quickly, in the firft A& of
Henry V. tho’ it be extremely Natural, is yet
as diverting as any Part of his Life. If there
be any Fault in the Draught he has made of
this lewd old Fellow, it is, that tho’ he has
made him a Thief, Lying, Cowardly, Vain.
glorious, and in fhort every way Vicious,
yet he has given him fo much Wit as to make
him almoft too agreeable; and I don’t know
whether fome People have not, in remem-
brance of the Diverfion he had formerly af-
forded ’em, been forry to fee his Friend Hal
ufe him fo {curvily, when he comes to the

Crown in the End of the Second Part of Hes-
ry the Fourth. Amongft other Extravagances,
in The Merry Wives of Windfor, he has made
him a Dear-{tealer, that he might at the fame
time remember his WWarwick/vire Profecutor,
under the Name of Jultice §52//oww ; he has
given him very near the fame Coat of Arms
which Dugdele, 1n his Antiquities of that
- County, defcribes for a Family there, and
makes the Aelfb Parfon defcant very plea-
fantly upon ’em. That whole Play is admi-
rable; the Humours are various and well op-
" pos'd 5 the main Defign, which is to cure
Ford of his unreafonable Jealoufie, 15 extreme-

ly
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Iy well condu@ed. FalffafF’s Billet-doux, and
Mafter Slender’s

Ab! Sweet Ann Page !

are very good Expreflions of L.ove in their
Way. In Twelfth-Night there is {fomething
fingularly Ridiculous and Pleafant in the fan-
taftical Steward Malvolio. The Parafite and
the Vain-glorious in ‘Parolles, in All's Well
that ends Well, is as good as any thing of that
Kind in Plautus or Terence. Petruchio, in The
Taming of the Shrew, is an uncommon Piece

of Humour. The Converfation of Beredick -

and Beatrice, in Much ado abour Nothing, and
of Rofalind i1n As you like ist, have much Wit
and Sprightlinefs all along. His Clowns, with-
out which Charalter there was hardly any
Play writ in that Time, are all very entertain-
ing: And, Ibelieve, Therfites in Troilus and
Creffidayand Apemantnsin Timon,will be allow’d
to be Mafter-Pieces of ill Nature, and fatyrical
Snarling. To thefe I might add, that incom-
parable Charaéter of Shylock the Few, in The
Merchant of Venice ; but tho’ we have feen
that Play Receiv’d and Aéted as a Comedy,
and the Part of the Yew perform’d by an Ex-
cellent Comedian, yet 1 cannot but think it

bz was
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‘was defign’d Tragically by the Author. There
appears 1n 1t fuch a deadly Spirit' of Revenge,
fuch a favage Fiercenefs and Fellnefs, and fuch
a bloody defignation of Cruelty and Mifchief,
as cannot agree either with the Stile or Cha-
ralters of Comedy. 'The Play it {elf, take 1t
all together,{eems to me to be one of the moft
finifh’d of any of Shakefpear’s. 'The Tale in-
deed, in that Part relating to the Caskets, and
the extravagant and unufual kind of Bond gi-
ven by Antonio, is a little too much removd
from the Rules of Probability: But taking the
Fact for granted, we muft allow it to be very
beautifully written. There is fomething in
the Friendthip of Autonzo to Baffanio very
Gréat, Generous and Tender. 'The whole
fourth A&, fuppofing, as I faid, the Fa& to
be probable, is extremely Fine. But there.are
two Paflages that deferve a particular Notice.
The firft 1s, what Portia {ays in praife of Mer-
cy, pag.5775 and the other on the Power of
Mufick, pag. §87.  The Melancholy of Fs-
gues, In As you like if, 15 as fingular and odd
as 1t 1S diverting. ~And if what Horace fays

- Difficile eft proprie commzzzzz}z ‘Dicere,

t

’TMH bc a hard Task for any one to go be-
yond
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yoﬁd him in the Defcription of the feveral
Degrees “and Ages: of Man’s Life, tho’ the
"Thought be old, and common enough.

Yoa

All the World’s a Stage,

And all the Men and W omen meerly T!«:}yem;
They bave their Exits and their Entrances, |
And one Man in his time plays many Parts,
His Aits being feven /fge.r At firft the Infant
Mewling and puking in the Nur(€'s Arms :

And thensthe whining School-boy with bis § dtcbel
And fhining Morning-face, treeping like Snail
Onwillingly to School.  And then the Lover
Sighing like Furnace, with a woful Ballad
Made to his Miftre(s’ Eye-brow. Then a Soldier
Full of firange Oaths, and bearded like the Pard,
Fealons in Honour, fusdden and quick in Qfmrel
AY eeémg the bubble Reputation

Ev'n in the Cannow's Mouth. Andthenthe Fuftice
In fair round Belly, with good Capon lin'd,
With Eyes (évere, and Beard of formal Cut,
Full of wife Saws and modern Inflances ;

And [o be plays bis Part. The fixth Age [bifts
Into the lean and [lipper’'d ‘Pantaloon,

With Spectacles on Nofe, and Pouch on Side;
His youthful Hofe, well fav'd, a world too wide
For bis forunk Shank; and his big manly Voice
“Turning again tow'rd childifb treble Pipes,

b 3 And




xxu  Some Account of the Life, &c.

And W biftles in bis Sound. Lafl Scene of 4l
That ends this firange eventful Hiftory,
Is fecond Childifbnefs and meer Oblivion,
Sans Teeth, fans Eyes, fansTafty fansev'ry thing,
pP. 625.
HisImages areindeed ev’ry where fo lively,
that the Thing he would reprefent ftands fu]
before you, and you poflefs ev’ry Part of i
I will venture to point out one more, which
is, I think, as {trong and as uncommon as any
thing 1 ever faw ; ’tis an Image of Patience
Speaking of a Mﬁid in Love, he fays,

—She never told ber Low,
But let Concealment, like a Worm 't Bzm’
Feed on ber Damask Cheek : She pin'd in T hought,

And [fate like Patience on a Monument,
Smiling ar Grief.

‘What an Image is here given! and what
Task would it have been for the greateft Ma-
{ters of Greece and Rome to have exprefs’d the
Paffions defign’d by'this Sketch of Statuary;
'The Stile of his Comedy s, in general, Natura
to the Charafiers, and eafie in it felf; and the
Wit moft commonly fprightly and pleafing
except in thofe places where he runs int

Dogrel Rhymes, as in The Comedy of Errors
an
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and a Paflage or two in fome other Plays. As
for his Jingling {fometimes, and playing upon
Words, it was the common Vice of the Age
helivd in: And if we find it in the Pulpit,
made ufe of as an Ornament to the Sermons of
{fome of the Graveft Divines of thofe Times;
perhaps it may not be thought too light for
the Stage. |

But certainly the greatnefs of this Author’s
Geniusdo’s nowhere fo much appear, aswhere
he gives his Imagination an entire Loofe, and
raifes his Fancy to a flight above Mankind
and the Limits of the vifible World. Such
are his Attempts in The Tempeft, Midfummer-
Night's “Dream, Macbeth and Hamlet. Of
thefe, 7The Tempefl, however it comes to be
plac’d the firft by the former Publifhers of his
Works, can never have been the firft written
by him : It feems to me as perfect 1n its Kind,
as almoft any thing we have of his. One may
cbierve, that the Unities are kept here with
an Exadinefs uncommon to the Liberties of
his Writing : Tho’ that was what, I {fuppole,
he valu’d himfelf leaft upon, fmce his Excel-
lencies were all of another Kind. 1 am very
fenfible that he do’s, in this Play, depart too
much from that likenefs to T'ruth which ought

to be obferv’d in thefe fort of Writings ; yet
b 4 ke
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he do’s it {o very finely, that one is eafily
drawn in to have more Faith for his fake, than
Reafon does well allow of. His Magick has
fomething in it very Solemn and very Poet.
cal : And that extravagant Charatter of Cal
ban 1s mighty well {uftain’d, thews a wonder.
ful Inventton in the Author, who could {trike
out fuch a particular wild Image, and is cer.
tainly one of the fineft and moft uncommon -
Grotefques that was ever {feen. 'T'he Obferva-
tion, which I have been inform’d * three vety
great Men concurr’d in making upon this Part,
was extremely juft. Thar Shakefpear had mt
only found out a new Character in bis Caliban,
but bad alfo devis'd and adepted a new manner
of Language for that Character. Among the
particular Beauties of this Piece, I think one
may be allow’d to point out the I'ale of Prof
pero 1n the Firflt Act; his Speech to Ferd:
nand in the Fourth, upon the breaking up the
Mafque of Fano and Ceres 5 and that in the
Fifth, where he diffolves his Charms, and re
{olves to break his Magick Rod. This Play
has been alter'd by Sir W illiam D Avenant and
Mr. Dryden ; and tho’ 1 won’t Arraign the
Judgment of thofe two great Men, yet I think
I may be allow’d to fay, that there are fome

things

* Ld.Falkland, Ld,C.F. Vanghan, azd My, Selden,



of Mr. WiLL1AM SHAKESPEAR. XXV’

things left out by them, that might, and even.
ought to have been kept in. Mr. Dryden was -
an Admirer of our Author, and, indeed, he.
owed him a great deal, as thofe who haveread
them both may very eafily obferve. And, 1
think, in Juflice to ’em both, I fhould not
on this Occafion omit what Mr. Dryden has
faid of him. :

Shakelpear, who, taught by none,did firft impart
To Yletcher Wit, to lab'ring Johnlon Art.
He, Monarch-like, gave thofé bis Subjects Law,
And is that Nature which they Paint and Draw.
Fletcher reach'd thar which on his heights did
Zrow,
Whilft Johnlon crept and gather'd all below :
This did lbzs Love, and this his Mirth digeff,
One imitates bim moft, the other beft.
If they have fince out-writ all other Men, [ Pey,.
Tiswiththe Dropswhich fell fiom Shakelpear’s
The * Storm which vanifb’'d on the neighb'ring
Shoar, 1
Was tanght by Shakelpear's Tempeft firfl to roar.
That Innocence and Beauty which did finile
In Fletcher, grew on this Fnchanted Ile.
But Shakelpear’s Magick could not copied be,
fVithin that Circle none durft walk burt be. |
- I

* Alluding to the S ea-Voyage of Fletcher. -
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I muft confefs twas boldy, nor would you now
T baf Liberty to vulgar Wits ablow,
JW bich works, by Magick fupernatural things:
But Sha.kefpear s Pow'r ts Sacred as a Kings.

- - Prologue to The Tempeft, as it
1S alte;r 'd by Mr. Dl”ydeﬁ'

)

It is the fame Mao‘lck that raifes the Fairies
in Midfummer Night's Dream, the Witches
in Macbeth, and the Ghoflt in Hamlet, with
"Thoughts and Language {o proper to the Parts
they fuftain, and fo peculiar to the Talent of
this Writer. DBut of the two lait of thefe Plays
I fhall have occafion to take notice, among the
Tragedies of Mr. Shakefpear. If one under-
took to examine the greateft part of thefe by
thofe Rules which are eftablith’d by Arziffotle,
and taken from the Model of the Grecian
Stage, 1t would be no very hard Task to find
a great many Faults: But as Shakefpear 1ivd
under a kind of mere Light of Nature, and
had never been made acquainted with the Re-
gularity of thofe written Precepts, fo it would
be hard to judge him by a Law he knew no-
thing of. We are to confider him as a Man
that Iivid in a State of almoft univerfal Licenfe

and Ignorance : There was no eftablifly’d Judge,
but every one took the liberty to Write ac.

‘cording to the Diftates of his own Fancy.
‘When
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When one confiders, that there is not one
Play before him of a Reputation good enough
to entitle 1t to an Appearance on the prefent
Otage, 1t cannot but be a Matter of great Won-
der that he fhould advance Dramatick Poetry
fofar as he did. 'The Fable is what is generally -
plac’d the firft, among thofe that are reckon’d
the conftituent Parts of a Tragick or Heroick
Poem ; not, perhaps, as it is the moft Diffi
cult or Beautiful, but as it is the firft properly
to be thought of in the Contrivance and Courie
of the whole ; and with the Fable ought to
be confider’d, the fit Difpofition, Order and
Conduct of its {everal Parts. As it 1s not in
this Province of the Drama that the Strength
and Maftery of Shakefpear lay, {o I fhall not
undertake the tedious and ill-natur’d T'rouble
to point out the feveral Faults he was guilty
of in it. His 'T'ales were feldom invented, but
rather taken either from true Hiftory, or No.
vels and Romances: And he commonly made
ufe of ’em in that Order, with thofe Incidents,
and that extent of Time in which he found
’em in the Authors from whence he borrow’d
them. So The Winter's Tale, which is taken
from an old Book, call’d, The Delectable H:-
Sflory of Doraftus and Faunia, contains thefpace
of {ixteen or {eventeen Years, and the Scene

is
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is fometimes laid in Bobemia, and fometimes

in: 8icily, according to the original Order. of
the Story. Almoft all his Hiftorical Plays com.

prchend a greit - length of Time, and very
different ‘and diftinét Places -And in his 4«

£01y/ ahd C’leapm‘m, the Scene travels over the
greateﬁ Part ‘of -the Roman Empne But in
Recompence for his Carelefsnefs in this Point,

when he comes to another Part of the Drama,
The  Manners of bis Characters, m Aéting or
Speaking what is proper for them, and fit to 63
Joowsn by the Poet, he may be generally ju

ftify’d, and in very many -places greatly cot:
mended. For thofe Plays which he has taken
from the Eﬁg!zﬂJ or Roman Hiltory, let any
Man compare ’em, and he will find the Cha-
ralter as-exa& in the Poet as the Hiftorian,
He feems indeed fo far from propofing to
himfelf any one Aftion for a Subjeét, that the
Title very often tells you, ’tis The Life of
King John, King Richard, &¢. - What can be
more agreeable to the Idea our Hiftorians give
of Henry the Sixth, than the Pifture Shake-
_/}mr has drawn of him! His Manners are
every where exaétly the fame with the Story;
one finds him {till defcrib’d with Simplicity,
paflive Sanctity, want of Courage, weaknefs

of Mind, and eafie Submiflion to the Gover-
nance
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nance of an imperious Wife, or’ prevailing
Faction: Tho’ at the fame time the Poet do's
Juftice to his good Qualities, and moves the.
Pity of his Audience for him, by fhowing him
Pious, Difinterefted, a Contemner of the
Things of this World, and wholly refign’d to
the fevereft . Difpenfations of God’s Provi-
dence. 'There is a fhort Scene 1n the Second
Part of Henry V9. Vol. I11. pag. 1504. Which I
cannot but think admirable 1n its Kind. Car-
dinal Beanfort, who had murder’d the Duke
of Glouceffer, 1s thewn in the laft Agonieson
his Death-Bed, with the good King praying
over him. 'There 1s fo much Terror in one,
fo much Tendernefs and moving Piety in the
other, as muift touch any one who is capable
either of Fear or Pity. 1In his Henry VIL. that
Prinhce is drawn with that Greatnefs of Mind,
and all thofe good Qualities which are attri-
buted to him 1n any Account of his Reign,
If his Faults are not thewnin an equal degree,
and the Shades 1n this Piture do not bear a
jult Proportion to the Lights, it is not that
he Artift wanted either Colours or Skill in
the Difpofition of ’em ; but the truth, I be-
lieve, might be, that he forbore doing it out
of regard to Queen Elizabeth, fince it could
have been no very great Refpet to the Me-

mory
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mory of his Miftrefs, to have expos'd fome
certain Parts of her Father’s Life upon the
Stage. He has dealt much more freely with
the Minifter of that Great King, and certain
ly nothing was ever more juftly written, than
the Charatter of Cardinal #0/fey. He has
fhewn him T'yrannical, Cruel, and Infolent it
his Profperity; and yet, by a wonderful Ad
drefs, he makes his Fall and Ruin the Subjef
of general Compalflion. The whole Man, with
his Vices and Virtues, is finely and exactly
defcrib’d in the fecond Scene of the fourth
Act. The Diftrefles likewife of Queen Kathe
rine, in this Play, are very movingly touch'd;
and tho’ the Art of the Poet has skreend
King Henry from any grofs Imputation of In
juitice, yet one is inclin’d to wifh, the Queen
had met with a Fortune more worthy of her
Birth and Virtue. Nor are the Manners, pro-
per to the Perfons reprefented, lefs juitly ob-
ferv’d, in thofe Characters taken from the R
man Hiftory; and of this, the Fiercenefs and
Impatience of Corzolanus, his Courage and Dif
dain of the common People, the Virtue and
Philofophical Temper of Brutus, and the ir-
regular Greatnefs of Mind in M. Autony, are
beautiful Proofs. For the two laft efpecially,
you find ’em exactly as they are defcrib’d by

Plutarch,
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