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Understanding what it means to 
occupy this space



Land Acknowledgment 

“We acknowledge that Chapman University occupies the 

ancestral, traditional, and contemporary Lands of the Acjachemen 

Peoples in the Juaneño Territory, adjacent to our Tongva/Kizh 

neighbors to the North and Payomkawichum/Luiseño and 

Kumeyaay neighbors to the South.”

Luiseño (Loo-sin-yo)   Acjachemen (A-ha-che-men)   Payómkawichum (Pie-yom-ko-wi-shum)  Kumeyaay (Koom-yai)

Wilkinson Land Acknowledgment

https://www.chapman.edu/wilkinson/index.aspx


“land acknowledgments are just a first step 
in meaningful and lasting allyship with our 

local Native communities, and remain 
hollow without concrete actions to back 

them up.”

Solidarity and support of Native American 
Students moves beyond acknowledgment.

ucihgsa.com/resources/land-acknowledgement

https://www.ucihgsa.com/resources/land-acknowledgement






Historical 
context
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 historical roots and legislation



Indigenous 

The people who lived in a place prior to colonial contact are 
indigenous. American Indians who live in the territories of other 

Native people are there because of the violent disruptions to their 
own communities; they are still indigenous but are also accountable to 

the peoples of the homelands they reside in.

California Indians 
California tribal nations are the original nations of California. 

This includes both federally and state recognized tribes.  
Please see information about tribal definitions

identified as American Indian or Alaskan Native by the 
California Department of EducationNative american students 

Understanding terms



Historical context
● The beginning of systemic suppression (1800s-1900s)

○ One historical occurrence that has had a long-lasting and far-reaching impact on the 
education of American Indian people was the formation of the American Indian boarding 
school.

● The impact on generational wealth

○ the level of education and training afforded American Indian students prepared them for 
menial vocations. As a result, most American Indian students today do not have several 
generations of professionals, such as doctors, lawyers, or bankers to emulate.

● Lack of a dignified, humane system of education.

○ many of the psycho-social ills that persist in American Indian communities today can be 
traced to the boarding school era and the systematic enforcement of child maltreatment

https://etc.umn.edu/resources/brief-history

https://etc.umn.edu/resources/brief-history


Ancestral trauma

Understanding historical trauma helps explain 
the current problems facing many California 

Indians today. American Indians are 
experiencing historical loss symptoms (e.g., 

depression, substance dependence, diabetes, 
dysfunctional parenting, and unemployment) as 
a result of the cross-generational transmission 

of trauma from historical losses.

 
(California Indian culture and Sovereignty Center (CICSC) 2017)

https://www.csusm.edu/cicsc/land.pdf


“The state of education in our 
nation’s K-12 schools for Native 

students is distressing.”
2007 Education Committee of the National Caucus of Native 

American State Legislators (NCNASL) 

The educational trend for Native american STUDENTS
● According to The Condition of Education 

2020, not much has changed. Native 
American students tend to perform two 
to three grade levels below their White 
counterparts in reading and math. They 
are also two times more likely to drop out 
of school than their White peers.

● Between 2010 and 2018, the college 
enrollment rate for AI/AN students 
decreased by 33 percent (from 179,000 
to 120,000 students)

● One-tenth of AI/AN students could not 
complete K-12 education

Hussar. (2020, May 19). The Condition of Education 2020. National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Home 
Page, a part of the U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved November 17, 2021, from 
https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2020144. 

https://www.nsba.org/ASBJ/2020/December/condition-native-american-students
https://www.nsba.org/ASBJ/2020/December/condition-native-american-students


Individuals with Disabilities Education  Act (IDEA) [20 U.S.C. 1400] - federal protections for students with 
disabilities from early childhood through post-secondary education. Students with disabilities and their parents have a  
right to “a free and appropriate public education.” 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Title VII Funding— Indian, Native Hawaiian, and Alaska Native Education

● Identify American Indian students most at-risk in meeting state standards.
● Assess the needs of students and their families.
● Support research-based, comprehensive educational programs to help reduce the educational barriers 

that result from cultural and linguistic needs.
● Ensure that students receive appropriate coordinated educational services, including support services, 

that address their special needs.
● Help American Indian students achieve the same standards as developed for other students.
● Design programs to facilitate students' successful transitions to post secondary education and 

employment.

Additional federal and state funded programs include:  Title I, migrant education, neglected and delinquent, 
programs for English learners, and gifted and talented education.

Legislation

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ai/ps/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/me/mt/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/t1/nord.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/gt/


Statistics
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How the state of education 
translates into data



➢ American Indian or Alaska Native: ”A person having origins in any of 
the original peoples of North and South America (including Central 
America) and maintaining tribal affiliation or community 
attachment.”

○ ”Identifying as Native American is a complicated issue because for 
many tribal communities, the right to identify as a part of the 
community is something that is earned through participation and 
engagement -- DNA/ancestry tests alone aren't enough” 

Native american Population considerations



Native american and alaska native population



Native american students Statistics

➢ According to the Condition of 
Education Report (2020), Native 
American and Alaska Native students 
(AI/AN) represent about 1% of US 
public school students

○ 1% = Approximately half a million 
students! 

https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2020/2020144.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2020/2020144.pdf


Poverty rates



Parents’ educational attainment



Highest dropout rate
As compared to all other 
racial/ethnic groups in 

2018

The ugly truth

Lowest grad. rate
As compared to all other 
racial/ethnic groups in 

2018-2019

Lack of tech. access
In 2018, lowest 

percentage of students 
with home internet 

access (80%)* 

74% 9.5%

These statistics reveal we need to do more to support Native American students

https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2020/2020144.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/edfacts/index.html
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2020/2020144.pdf


College & Career Attainment

➢ Only 19% of Native Americans ages 18 to 24 are enrolled in college 
compared with 41% of the overall U.S. population, according to the 
Postsecondary National Policy Institute (PNPI, 2019)

➢ 41% of first-time Native American college students graduate within six 
years compared with 62% for all students (PNPI, 2019)

➢ 14.5% of the American Indian and Alaska Native population earned a 
bachelor’s degree or higher compared with 31.3% of the overall population 
(US Census, 2020) 



Implications and Support Programs
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Best practices and 
College/Career Support 

Programs 





Best Practices

Wrap around services

School climate

Safe and healthy classrooms and 
campuses are critical for students 
to achieve equity in opportunity

Trauma informed 
counseling

Address historical trauma and 
trauma due to the current 

pandemic, in schools to promote 
healing and create safe 

environments where students can 
thrive

Native students learn best in 
healthy learning environments that 
provide resources to support the 

holistic needs of each child.

Postsecondary 
education

Increase access to a high quality 
academic and cultural education 

that prepares students to succeed 
in life

Teacher Preparation

Counseling curricula that promotes 
and educates teachers so they can 

implement culturally responsive 
strategies

Engage & advocate

Engage with stakeholders, admin, 
and Native American community 

members to advocate for students 
collaboratively

The National Indian Education Association

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cffbf319973d7000185377f/t/5ea1e4ffba60951860119f38/1587668223173/Advocacy+1-Pager+2.pdf


The National Indian Education Association

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cffbf319973d7000185377f/t/5ea1e4ffba60951860119f38/1587668223173/Advocacy+1-Pager+2.pdf


College Support programs for native students

Financial Aid

FAFSA, Government 
Scholarships, and school 

specific funding.

UC resources

Each campus has a unique portfolio 
of programs, resources and 

academic offerings that engage the 
full participation of American Indians 

throughout the course of their 
undergraduate and graduate 

education.

aMERICAN iNDIAN 
coLLEGE FUND

Native Pathways Program

Tribal Colleges and 
universities

Guided by our Tribal Nations’ 
ancestral knowledge, California 

Tribal College creates educational, 
research, and economic 

opportunities while honoring Native 
ways.

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/financial-aid-for-natives.pdf?_ga=2.160195901.1828662251.1632949737-2008935490.1632949737
https://diversity.universityofcalifornia.edu/programs/native-american-resources.html
https://collegefund.org/students/native-pathways/college-success/
https://collegefund.org/students/native-pathways/college-success/
https://californiatribalcollege.com/
https://californiatribalcollege.com/


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUUd4ddlbHc


Resources
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● A free resource created by 
Indigenous people for 
Indigenous youth

● “developed to empower Native 
students to prepare, plan and 
successfully take the first steps 
of their higher education journey 
– with their identity firmly in 
hand”

● Created by the American Indian 
College fund - lots of great 
resources on their website!  

Resources Highlight:  “Native Pathways” Guidebook 

https://collegefund.org/students/native-pathways/college-success/
https://collegefund.org/students/native-pathways/college-success/


Resources Highlight:  “Native Pathways” Guidebook 



https://www.csusm.edu/cicsc/land.pdf


CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by 

Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik.

THANKS
Do you have any questions? 
mimartinez@chapman.edu
amnavarro@chapman.edu

Please keep this slide for attribution.

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
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...and our sets of editable icons
You can resize these icons without losing quality.

You can change the stroke and fill color; just select the icon and click on the paint bucket/pen.
In Google Slides, you can also use Flaticon’s extension, allowing you to customize and add even more icons.

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/flaticon-for-gsuit-gslide/haekgjfnhhdkgfgmldhfokhmfkgmciba


Educational Icons Medical Icons



Business Icons Teamwork Icons



Help & Support Icons Avatar Icons



Creative Process Icons Performing Arts Icons



Nature Icons



SEO & Marketing Icons



http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq


CONTENTS OF THIS TEMPLATE 

Here’s what you’ll find in this Slidesgo template: 
1. A slide structure based on a multi-purpose presentation, which you can easily adapt to your needs. For more 

info on how to edit the template, please visit Slidesgo School or read our FAQs.
2. An assortment of icons that are suitable for use in the presentation can be found in the alternative icons 

slide.
3. A thanks slide, which you must keep so that proper credits for our design are given.
4. A resources slide, where you’ll find links to all the elements used in the template.
5. Instructions for use.
6. Final slides with: 

1. The fonts and colors used in the template.
2. A selection of illustrations. You can also customize and animate them as you wish with the online 

editor. Visit Storyset by Freepik to find more. 
3. More infographic resources, whose size and color can be edited. 
4. Sets of customizable icons of the following themes: general, business, avatar, creative process, 

education, help & support, medical, nature, performing arts, SEO & marketing, and teamwork.
You can delete this slide when you’re done editing the presentation

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/30B07Gq
http://bit.ly/33VAFh3
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