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FOREVORD

It is unfortunate that the idea of a War History was not
inaugurated until 1944, well past the turning point of the War.
Better that it was conceived in 1944 however, than not at all. For
by virtue of the iiar Histories of all Naval units, a permanent re-
cord which cannot be distorted by time, will be available to all
students of Naval Warfare; to all who, by no choice of their own,
saw only one small corner of this global war; and to all who, find-
ing their memories growing dim, can turn to the War History te help
them reslive the most vital years of their own and the world!s ex-
istence,

For Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENTY-ONE, however, the War
Histery does little injustice, For it was the re-farming of the
squadron in 1944 that saw SEVENTY-ONE start on her ¢$ruly eventful
days. The preceding years, although full of service, are well cov-
ered by the summary of pre-1944 activities,

And so in April 1944, this VWor History takes up the story
of a eross-sectional group of young American-Naval fliers and air-
crewmen, gathered together to train, and somewhat to their surprise,
to fight, in PBY-5A's « Catalinas « a plane originally designed for
patrol and rescue work, but now called upon to attack heavily armed
eneny units at the closest possible range -~ the Black Cats!
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CHRONOLOGY

Decenber 7, 1941 Based at Argentia, Newfoundland,

December 8, 1941 Orderecd to the West Coast,

December 25, 1941 Arrived at Pearl Harbor and begon
‘ dey search operations,

December 25, 1941 - Operated from Kaneohe, lidway, Johnston,
April 1, 1943 Canton and New Caledonia,

April 1, 1943 Squadron split to form VP=71 and VB=-104,
June 20, 1943 Doparted Hawaii for louthwest Pacific,

June 27, 1943 - Operated from Espiritu Santoe
October 13, 1943

Cetober 14, 1943 - Uperated from Halavo Seaplanc Base
March 6, 1944 on Florida Island in the Solonons,

March 6, 1944 Relieved by Patrol Squadron EIGHTY=-CNE,
March 24, 1944 Roturned to the United States.

April 25, 1944 Re-foraed at San Diego, California.
August 25, 1944 Departnd San Diege for Hawaiie

August 28, 1944 - Training and patrol operations from
lovenber 10, 1944 Kaneohe Bay, T.He and fron Midwe¥.

October 1, 1944 Designation changed to Patrol Bombing
Squadron SEVINTY-CNE,







PREVICUS TCURS CF DUTY

Patrol Squadron SEVENTY=CNE, under the cormand of Lieutenant
Cormander V/eJs MULLINIS, USHl, was actively engaged in fighting the "Battle
of the Atlantic" even before the United States wos officially at war,
Based on the seaplanc tender ALBEIARLE, it had been conducting scarch,
anti-subnarine, and convoy-escort opcrations from Greenlond and Iccland
during 1941, Its home port at that time was the Naval Air Station at
Quenset Point, Rhode Island,

On and immediately prior to Dccember 7, 1941, the squadron was
based at Argentia, Newfoundland, It was awaiting ordors, since the doe
‘cision had been reached during the latter part of November to discone
tinue winter cperations from Argentia becausc of the unfaverable weather
conditions prevailing,

Irmediately following the outbreak of war botween the United
States and Japan the sauadron was ordered to the west coast, and the
staging of planes to San Francisco via Jacksonville, Florida; Loke
Worth, Texas; and Salton Sca, California bezun immediately.

Patrol Squadron SEVENTY-CNE arrived ot Pearl Harobr on
Christmas Day, 1941, It was the first Navy patrol squadron to arrive
there to reinforce the squedrcns which had been all but wiped out in
the Japanese surprise attack of December 7, The squadron, now based at
Haval Air Station, Kaneohc Bay, inediately began flying 850-nile patrols
whiéh averaged 14 hours in length, and required both taking off and
returning to basc in darkness without the assistance of landing lizhts.

Pilots averaged 170 hours flying time a month during this period,




In the onsuing nonths detachments operated fron lidway,
Johnston, Canton and Mew Calodonia while tho squadron was still based
et Konoohee Licutcnant Commander Fo BRUNER, USH, was the Cormanding
Cfficer during the ocarly part of 1942, Lieutonant Cormandor G,Ge lEAD,
USliy Cormanded the squadron fron lay through August of 1942 and was
relieved by Licutenant Cormander [i,E. SEARS, USHN,

A gradual shift fron PDY=5's to the amphibious PBY=0A's took
place during tho swuier of 1942, In preparation for division into two
separate units, the squadron experienced rapid growth during the ro=
nainder of 1942 and the early part of 1943, and at it: peak had a cone
plenent of 95 officcrs,

Cn April 1, 1943, Licutenant Cormander C,K, HARPER, USN, took
cormand of the new VP=71 with nine crows from the old squadron as o
nucloeus, Lieutenant Commander SEARS took the renmaining crews to forn
B:nbing Squadron 104, o llavy Liberotor squadrones Licutenant Cormander
HARPER returncd with his squadron from Midway to Kancohe on liay 15,

1943 to re=-forn, chanpe back to PBY=5's, and to traine Cn June 20, 1940
the squadron doparted for DEspiritu Santo by way of Palnyra and Samoae

Cporations from Espiritu Santo were bogun a weck later,
flying 800-nilc duy searches to the northe For increased range an ad-
vance base was naintained at Vanikcre Island, 230 niles north of Ese
piritu, with the USS MACKIIIAC tending the plancse

Lod by Licutenant Cormndor HARPELR, six plones nade o strike
the night of July 17, 1943 on Nauru Island, 675 niiles north of Vanikore,

dropping six tons of borbs and scering nunierous hits on the cirstrip,




dispersal areas, barracks and the phosphate plant, Intense but in-
acﬁuratc anti-aircraft fire was oncounterod,

After returning fronm this strike, the six crews and the other
squadron personnel abocard the USS CHINC' TEAGUE were subjected to rce
peated bonmbing attacks over a two-duy period, which resulted in severe
danage to the tendere Vanikoro was abandoned as on advance basc and tho
CHINCCTEAGUE towed to Espiritu Santo harbor for repairse Thercafter
660-nile day scarches were flown from Lspiritu with occasional dumbo,
escort, and night anti-submarine nissions,

The squadron was ordered to Halavo scaplanc base on Florida
Island in the Solomons on (ctober 13, 1943, (peraticons fronm there
included 650-mile patrols to the north and northeast, ontiesubnarine
patrols, night spotting for sholling by surface forces, snooper nissions,
and dumbo operaticns out of New Geergia and Rendova Islands, and later
Treasury Islande The USS C.(S BAY was advance base for dumbc operations
fron Rendova and Treasurys

‘n Novenbor 1, 1943, Fatrol Squadron SEVEl!TY=(NE covcred the
landings on Bougainville and later nade nunerous landings in the opon
water off the Cape Torckina beachhoad, bringing in nedical supplies,
transporting pcrsonnel, and evacuating casualties, Scveral notablo
open=sca roscues werec nade by the squadron in this vicinity under fire
fron encryy shore batteries and under attack by cenonmy aircraft,

| This tour of duty was concluded ilarch 6, 1944 when the
squadron was relicved by Patrol Squadron LDIGHTY=- NEe Arriving at
Kaneohe in its own planes, the squadron continued on to San Diego by
surface transportation, reaching therc liarch 24, 1944, All hands were
granted leave preparatory to the re-forning of the squadron,
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THE PRESENT SQUADRON

San Diego

The history of the present squadron properly begins with its
recommissioning on April 25, 1944, when Commander Norman C, GILLETTE, Jr,,
USN, assumed command at a brief ceremony in the souadron hangar at the
Naval Air Station, San Diego, Californias, In the weeks immediately pre-
ceding, the majority of the squadron personnel had been assembled, the
scuadron organization had been set up, the planes had been delivered and
test flown, and all preparaticns had been made to start activities the
moment the squadron was officially commissioned,

The training program which was begun immediately thereafter,
followed the syllabus prescribed by Commander Fleet Air, West Coast, and
included a full schedule of training both in the air and on the ground,

In the ground training course, special emphasis was placed on Recognition
of our own and enemy planes and warships, with all hands attending classes
in this subject an hour a day, five days a week, for eight weeks,

In addition to the routine flight training, the squadron flew
regular patrols under the operational control of Commander, Fleet Air Wing
FOURTEEN and participated in exercises simulating attacks on the West
Coast by enemy task forces, in which Fatrol Bombing Squadron SEViNTY-ONE
successfully located und tracked the "enemy" aircraft carriers,

The final phase of training on the West Coast was the "Simulated

rans-Fac" in which every effort was made to duplicate as nearly as possible
the conditions to be encountered on the flight to Hawaii, Having success-

fully executed this flight, everything was in readiness for the move to

Hawaii which began August 25 and was completed without incident August 28,




..ith the arrival of Patrol DBonbing Squadron SEVENTY=CIE at
its ncw baso at the laval Lir Station, Kaneohce Day, T.llsy the sccond
phasc of the prosent cruise beianes Training activities worce continuod
with cnphasis on /nti=-Subnarine jarfare and Gunnery, but a considerably
hoavier schcdule of operational patrols was maintainceds. DBetween Sep-
termber 6 and  etobor 16, the squadron naintained a detachueont of six

8 and nine crews at llidwoay which flew repular operational patrols
ased in Gunnery trainiing,

n otoboer 8, Corriander GILLETTE, on the outward leg of what
to have been the last patrol fron llidway before returning to Kancohe,
compellod te make a forced landing ot sca 160 niles fron basec, due

najor fuel line failurce, In the landing the planc broke in two

sanke Insirn lilton GUIVIS, ifavigator, and o passcngor were trapped
in the plonoc and lost their livese The other cight ncenbers of the crew
were found in a rubber lifc raft by scarching plancs of VIiB=71 later the
saric day ond were picked up the following norning with only ninor injurics
by the USS LITCHFIELD (DD=336), which had becen despatched fron lfidwaye

In anticipaticn cf departurc for the conbat zonec, ground
training at Kaneche aenphasized Survival, Escape and Evasion Techniques,
and & roviow of the recognition features of cnciy ships and plancs with
particular attention tc the new typcese

The squadron's stay in thc "raradisc of tho .acific" lastcd
approxinatcly ton wocks, Early in lovember orders wero reccived fron
Cortaander Lir Force, .acific Flect via Flect Lir Uing TW. to roport to
the SEVENTII Flecet, and on Novenber 10 novenient teo !Manus in the Adanirale
ties was bepun, staging throush Johnston and Kwajelein Islandse
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Morotai

Upon arrival in the Southwest Pacific, Patrol Bombing Squad=-
ron SEVENTY-ONE lost little time in getting into actione At Manus, Com=
mander Aircraft, SEVENTH Fleet directed the squadron to conduct Black Cat
operations as landplanes fror Morotai, Netherlands East Indies, with a
moximum of ten planes present at any one time, the remainder basing at
Owi and effecting rotation between the two bases as required by rest and
maintenance requirements, Operational control was under Commander, Fleet
Air Wing SEVENTEEN.

Black Cat patrols were begun the night of November 25 searching .
for enemy shipping in the sea lanes and harbors of Mindanao, the Sulu
Archipelago, Borneo, and Ceclebes, and were continucd until December 19,

It soon became apparent that the Japs had diverted their shipping to the
west of Borneo and beyond the effective range of the Catalinase In spite

of the scarcity of watcr-borne targets, the squadron suecceded in sinking

or scriously damaging over 13,000 tons of shipping in the brief period of
operutions from Morotai and in addition made seven effective attacks on
docks, shipyards, warchouses, and other land objectives in ecnemy=hcld
harborse A total of eighty-soven Black Cat missions were flown from Morotaie

During this same period the squadron loancd two PBY«5A's and two
crews to the Second Emergcncy Rescue Squadron of the THIRTEENTH Army Air
Forces Thosc planes and crews were uscd to provide Dumbo coverage for
Army strikes, principally in the Philippines and Borneo, and for special
rescue and e vocuation missions, Between November 25 and December 4, thir-

teen such missions were flowne All of thesc flights werec made with one
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Army and one Navy pilot at the controls, and the remainder of the crow
cverly divided between Army and Navy personnel, Tho outstanding mission
of this type was on December 1, when Ensign Paul H, ORRIS, USNR, landed in
the opon sea north of Mindanno, under unfavorable conditions of sea and
woather, and spent one and one=half hours picking up seven survivors of

an Army Liberator, Thc takeeoff was made under instrument conditions and
the survivors returned safely to Morotai,

On Deccember 6, Licutcnant (jg) Richard W, SHELLEY, USNR, failed
to return from patrol, Special scarches which were conducted for sevoral
days found no treoe of the missing plane or crew, Not until December 16
was it learnced that the plane had crashed in Sarangani Bay, Mindanao,
Licutenant (jg) SHELLEY and two membors of his crow were killed in tho
crash but the others made their way ashore and eventually werc takon to
the headquartcrs of friendly guerrillas from whore they were picked up
by FBY and returned to Morotai,

During the entire stay at Morotai the base was under frequent
night air attack and members of the squadron soon learned to take cover
in their foxholes in the minimum amount of time when "Washing Machine
Charlic" camc over for his almost nightly visitss, Thcse attacks rcached
their pcak during the Christmas scason with six aflerts Christman Eve and
o total of fiftcen over a throe-day periode Added to the hazard of bombs,
which did in fact kill personnel in adjoining encanpnents, was the danger
from falling shrapncl and spent armunition as well as ricochets or pro-
mature bursting of shells from dopressed anti-aircraft guns firing at

low=flying planese With all of Morotai in enermy hands except tho snall




peninsula on which the airficld is located, and with cneny reinforcements
having fairly easy access to the island from nearby Halmahera, the danger

of a breakthrough of the perimeter linc, which was only a nile from the

Navy Scarch Group comp was cver-prcsent, Encryy patrols attacked the porie
rneter positicns almest nightly and there were numerous cases of infiltration
by individuals or small groups,

Between December 24 and Deccember 27 the squadron provided one
plane each night for joint operations with PT boats engaged in anti=barge
patrocl in the waters between Morotal and the northernmost tip of Halmahera,
Lieutcnont Cormander William L, KAUBER, USN, on the night of December 24,
sighted two canmouflaged cnony barges necar the coast of Halmahera and sank
then both by direct hits with 100e=pound bonbs,

Black Cat patrols fron Morotui were discontinued Decenmber 19
by ordcr of Commander Aircraft, SEVENTH Fleet, and with the exception of
the joint oporations with PT boats previously nentioned, the squadron was
in u rest and naintenance status until January 4, 1945 when it moved fore

ward to Leyte,




Loytc « lMindoro

The squadron's operaticns from Leyte and Mindoro covered the
period fron Jonuary 4 to January 9¢ The principal assignnent during
this period was to providec night air cover fcr the invasion convoys

which werc moving north toward Lingayen Gulf, In addition, a detache

threoe planes bascd at liindoro flew night scarches to the China

coaste, Both groups were bascd on seaplane tonders, the USS TAUGIER at
Leyte, and the USS H/LF IIOON and S SAN PABLO at liindoro,

Convoy covcerage was provided nightly January 4«7, On the final
ol

night of the assignnent the igportonce of

J

this protection for our ships
was strikingly demonstrated,s Commander GILLETTE, on a "Tomcat" mission,
made contact with an unidentified surface vessel at a position thirty
miles south and forty milecs west of Manila Bay and twenty miles distant
from the convoye. It was procceding at high speed on an attack coursc,
The Task Force Cormander, upon being notified, ordecred the planc to orbit
over the unidentified ship and sent three destroyers to intcercepte When
illuminated by starshclls, it proved to be a Japanesc destroyer of the
HATSUHARU classe It was hit by rcpeated salvoes, and after two magazine
explosions, completely disrupted and sank,

The squadron reasscn d at Leyte January cighth and ninth

and on the tonth, which was the day af'ter the Ling

L = e

ayen landin s, Come

-

mandcr GILLETTE led twelve plancs to Lingayen Gulf,




Lingayen Gulf

With the arrival at Lingayen Gulf the most active phase of
Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENTY=ONE's combat duty began. It was to last
through the month of Februaryes Black Cat operations werc resumed the
night of January 12 when threc plancs flew offonsive reconnaissance
missions to Formosa and the Southeast China coast, ond one plane flew a
socctor of the barricr patrol around the Lingaycn Gulf arco.

In contrast with the situation at Morotai wherc cncmy ships
werce few and far betwecn, this was virgin territoryes The Japs werc ob=
viously not cxpeccting night attacks and on ono occasion even turned on
landing 1li s at a Formosa scaplanc basc when one of our planes camo
in on a bombing run, Unescorted merchoant ships worc frequently sighted
noar Formosa and the China coastes The enemy was soon alcrtod however,
ond shore scarchlights and anti-oircraft batterics became progrossively
stronger, whilc merchant shipping, which at first had been poorly pro-
tected, changed to well cscortoed convoysse

Nevertholess the squadron succoeded in sinking or damaging
a total of 71,585 tons of oncmy shipping in low-levcl night attacks
whilc operating from Lingaycn, and in addition made thirtcen damaging
night raids on shorec targets including barracks, harbor installations,
radio stations, and industrial plants on Formosa and adjacent islands
and in China, A total of 161 night missions was flown from Lingaycn,

Inti-aircraf't fire was cncountored rogularly on thosc flights
and on scveral occasions the squadron's planes were hoavily hite Four

men were scriously wounded by shrapnels Encomy aircraft werc froquently




picked up on radar and secen risually, but they showed little inclination
to attack and on only onc occasion did a night interceptor open firee

As has usually been the casc with Black Cat operations, the
weather was a major obstacle to be overcomecs Winds up to fifty knots,
oxtreme turbulonce, low ceilings and poor visibility added to the other
difficultios and dangers involved in long range missions over enemy
territory at night,

During this entire pcriod the squadron was based on scaplane
tenderss The USS CURRITUCK, USS TANGIER, and USS ORCA accomodated all
or part of the squadron at various times, but it was the USS BARATARIA
(AVP=33) that principally supportcd the squadron during the Lingayon
operationses A real bond of friendship developed between the squadron
and the ship's company, and all hands of Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENTY-
ONE recall with pleasure their stay on the BARATARIA and their happy
agsociation with her capable and genial Captain, Commander Goarrett Se
COLEMAN, USN, and his officers and crow,

Maintenance of planes proscnted scrious problcms at Lingayen,

Water takc-offs with full gus tonks and heavy bomb loads put a severe

strain on engines that were already nearly duc for replacemnent, and

increased difficulty was coxporioenoed in keeping four planes ready to

fly each nightes A long step toward solving this problem was token with
the establishment of a service and nmaintenance unit at llangaldan airstrip,
This informal organization, with personnel drawn from the squadron, from
PATSU 17-2, and from Aircraft Emergency Service Unit ONE, not to mene

tion the numerous Filipino recruits, was under the personal supervision

of Lieutenant Cormmnder KAUBER who descorves the greatest credit for a




difficult and trying job well denc under the nost adversc conditions,
Wit: the nainteonance unit in operation, necessary work on the plancs
was perforned nore quickly o .d efficicently, and tho strain on cngincs
was greatly roduced by takir ; off from the water with a light gas load
ond refucling at the airstripe Further relief come with tho ostablishe
nent of a ramp on Cabalitiun Island, ncar the scaplane anchorage, whero
light rcpair facilitics worc available,

A hcavy loss was sustained on February 3 whon Licutenant (jg)
Albert Jo LEHMICKE, Jre, USNR, failed to return fron a night patrol to
Formosas The last and only contact with the plane was a routine radio
check shortly after take-off, Special searches were sent out for three
consecutive days with negative resultse Unfavorable weather with high
winds and low visibility hindorcd the special scarch planoss In ade
dition, all other aircraft units oporating in the Fornosa areca were
notificd of the loss and requested to naintain o c¢losc watch for sure
vivors, but no word has becn reccived of the nissing planc or crow,

Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENTY«ONE proudly rcc.ords in its
War History the f:1llowing dospatch rcccived February 23, 1945 fron
Adniral FeDe WAGHER, Cormandor iircraft, SEVENTH Flcet:

"YOUR AGGRESSIVE BLACK CALT PATROLS ARE WRITING NEW

PLGES IN THL OUTST..NDING RECORD OF SOUWESTPAC BLACK

C.T OPER.TIONS,"

The tour of duty at Lingayon cone to an cnd IMarch 1 and
immediately thereafter tho squadron noved! to the scaplanc base at

Jinanoc Island in Leyte Gulf and cormenced day search operati.ns,




Jinanoc Islond, only a few miles from Tacloban airstrip on
Leyte, scrved as a tenporary base for Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENTY-
ONE and operations werc begun fron there on llarch 3, 1945, flying four
600=niilc day searchecs to the north, Operational control was transferred
to Fleet [Lir Ting TINe On larch 16, movenient of the squadron to Guiuan
cirstrip on Samar was bepgun and substantially completed within a fow
dayse Operations werc conducted from the new base beginming March 17
in thc sano sectors previously covered from Jinamoce Eighty-five patrols
avoroaging 10el hours were flown during the nonthe There were no eneny
contactse

Between llarch 23,and March 27 special coverage was provided to
protect the western flank of the convoys noving north for the invasion
of Okinawn,

Operations from Samar included various other special nissions
fron tinc to times Secveral transport flights werc made during the nonth
for Cormander Aircraft, SEVENTH Flcct, Cormander Philippine Sea Frontier,
and various boards of inspcction and survey, L4 cormicndation lotter was
received fron LAdniral JeLe KAUFFMAN, Cormiander Philippine Sca Frontior,
for the efficient porfornance of duty by Licutenant Allen J. HUTTCNBLRG,
USNR, and his c¢rcw on onc such flight between March & and llarch 6,

An unusual assipgnnent was given the squadron between larch 28
and llarch 30, Two typhoons had becen reported approaching the Philippine

arca from the cast, and on cach of these days a special weathor plance




was- sent out to track the storms and report their progress, A comnand=
atory message on the results of these flights was received from Commander
Aircraft, SEVENTH Flcet,

There were two special searches during Marche On the 2lst and
again on the 22nd, Cormander Norman Ce GILLETTE, Jre., USN, and Lieutenont
Allen J, HUTTENBERG, USHNR, searched for a nissing transport plane (R4D)
between Sanor and Morotai with negative resultses On March 25, Licutenant
(jg) Harold Fe ALLEN, Jre, USNR, cscorted by two Corsairs, searched for a
Marine fighter pilot rcported to have made a forced landing at seas The
southwest coast of Cebu and adjacent waters were carefully secarched with
negative results,

On March 31, the log showed that since the re-forming of the
squadron a little over eleven months previously, a total of 2196 sorties
and 11,564,3 flight hours had becn recorded,

At the cnd of the month, and of the period coveroed by this
report, Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENTY-ONE was continuing day secarches
from Samar but was making preparations for an anticipatod change of

duty to Air=Sca Rescue operations from the samne bases




(Insert in Squadron War listory rcplacing page 19)
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The War History|2£
PATROL BOIMBING SQUADRON SEVENTY-ONE

Supplement Number 1

(4pril 1 to July 1, 1945)

At tho beginning of this period, Patirel Bombing Squadron SEVIAITY-
OI'E was basced at Guiuan airstrip on Samar, Philippinc Islands, and was cone
tinuing the day scarch operations which had boen begun carly in Marche A
now Task Unit organization, the Samar Search Group, was established April 1
with Commander I, C. GILLETTE, Jr., USN, as Task Unit Commandere It cone
sisted of Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENTY-ONE and a six-pleane (PV-1l) dotache
ment of Patrol Bembing Squadron ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-SEVEN. The latter begaon
operctions April 14, providing one plane daily in a sector of approximately
450 miles paralleling the cast coast of Luzon, while SEVENTY-ONE continued
covering four 600-mile sectors to the northeast cach dey, flying a total of
104 such missions during the month, No enemy contacts reosulted from these
patrols,

On April 27, Patrol Beombing Squadron SEVENTY-ONE discontinued day
soarches and relicved Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENITEEN as Air-Scea Rescuc
Squadron for the central Philippinoes arc¢a, In thesc operations the squadron
came under the direet contrel of the THIRTEENTH Army Air Forece, which through

its Air-Sca Resoue Unit, assigned the daily missionse Comuander GILLETTE

continued to dircect the cperations of tho dctachment of PV-1lt's in conducting

doy soarchese
Air-Sea Rescuc operations worc begun April 27 and continued for
the remainder of tho period covered by this report, during which timec a total

of 249 such flights werc made, Those included scarches for missing aircraft,

. 18/60Y -




CoQu]/wF ] «DeF=leTe] =/ =],

evacuation of sick and wounded, couricr missions, dumbo coverage of Lrmy
strikes, transportation flights and spceial survey and reconnaissance mise

Si ONSe

Betwoen April 27 and June 21 a daily courior plane made a rounde
trip to Mindanao carrying an EIGHTH /umy couricr and official mail as weoll

as passongers and geoar from Tanuan airstrip on Loytees An average of clcven

passengers cach way was carried on thoso flightse Parang was the original

terminal of these trips but following the landings at Macajalar Bay on liay
10, this point was addod to the itinorary until lay 31, when it was replacod
by a stop at thc Dcl Montc airstripe Aftor Juno 21 this daily trip was taken
over by the THIRTEENTH Army Air Force,

A, spccial courier mission was flown on May 1 by Commander N, C,.
GILLETTE, Jr., USNe Carrying two Army couricrs and official mail, ho landed
at Tarokan, Borneo, and roturned with Brigadior Goneral T, D, WHITE, Come
manding Goneral, THIRTEENTH Army Air Forece, as a passcnger, and with official
films of the landings which had been made that day by Australian troops supe
ported by Us Se Naval forces. Licutcnant Morris E, HALLER, USN, rcpoated
this couricr trip on llay 2.

Agein on Junc 10, Commander GILLETTE had a part in a Borneo in-
vasicne On this occasicn he flow an Army couricr to Brunci Bay wherc the
Australions were going ashore under the covering firc of Ue. Se naval vessels,
Official mail was carricd both wayses The following day, June 1ll, Liocutcnant

Curtis L. LLAYTO'T, USNR, rcpeated the round trip courier mission to Brunei Bays




CoQeNwFe] eDeEellaT =] «/=L

With the departurc of Patrol Bombing Squadron ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-

SEVEN, this squadron on June 8 assumed coverage of the socarch sector which

parallels the east coast of Luzon., One plane ecach day searched this soctorse
There wore no onemy contects, but on Junc 14 Licutenant Curtis L. LAYTON, USNR,
while covering this sector, sighted a survivor in a rubber life-raft sixty
miles from land and in immincnt danger of drifting into the enomy~hcld Ratan
Islandse Exccuting a skillful open-sea landing and take-off, Licutonant
LAYTON rescued the survivery an Army fighter pilot who had been in the water
for five days, and returned him safely to base, The following message was:
recoived from Commander Aircraft, SEVENTH Flect, "CONGRATULATIONS TO SECTOR

"D" OF TODALY FOR AN EXCELLENT RESCUE",

Botween May 26 and June 14, four crows with two planes operated
from Puerto Princesa on Palawan as & separate detachment. Their principal
assignment was to transport Lustralian Intelligencc off'icers on reconnaissance
flights to North Bornco in preparation for the invasion at Brunei Bay. On
several occasions landings were made and reconnaissance partics put ashore to
secure information from the natives, Licutenant Albin T. JMADAY, USNR, of
this detachment, piloted the first U. S: planc to land on thc nowly captured
airstrip on Labuan Island in Brunei Bay, which at that time had only 2800
fect of sorviceoble runwoy, The following message was transmitted to Licute
onant M/DAY from Advance Headquarters, NINTH Australion Divisiony; "CONGRAT-
ULATIONS ON L/NDING AND TAKEOFF iU.DE UNDER DIFFICULT CONDITIONS X WELL DONE X"

On Juno 16, o second detachment commenced similar operaticns from
Tawi Tawi (Sanga Songa Island) to the Balikpapan arce of Borneo in preparation

for thc imponding landings at that pointe Thce Tawi Tawi group flew nine
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reconnaissance missions between Junc 16 and Junc 25,

With the approach of the typhoon scason, weather flights assumed
mejor importance in tho operaticns of the unite During the first half of
Junc five special weather flights, one an all-night nission, werc made to
investigate tropical disturbances thought to be developing to the east and
northeast of the Philippine arca, On Junc 16, Commandor Aireraft, SEVEITH
Flect ostoblished three weather sectors from Samar, directing that as soon
as additional plancs wore available, two sectors should be covered dnily
and thc third when specifically ordercd, Patrol Bombing Squadron FIFTY-
TEREE, o PBY squadron cornmmded by Licutencnt Commander Gerald He DUFFY,
USHl, wvas ordercd to Samar for duty under Commonder Neo Co GILLETTE, Jre,

‘ nd with theo specifie assignment of flying the
chese scctors wos comnienced Junc 22 and was
daily thercaftcre.

Training activitios occupied an important place in the squadron's
program during this period, On the basis of intensive flight checks and a
comprchonsive written exomination eovoring scamanship, flight, ongineer-
ing, navigation, communications, naval administration, ordnance, radio and
radar, seven First Pilots from a group of twenty-seven candidates were of-
ficially dosignated as Patrol Plane Commanders in liaye Flight checkouts for

the remaining candidates were continued during Jungs 4ll pilots were givon

refresher instruction in the use of the Long Range lavigation equipment which

was checkod and ealibrated, and on all regular patrol flights strafing runs

and practice firing was cenducted,
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The arrival on April 4 of two relief crews inauguratod the per-
sonncl rotation program. By the end of Junc a total of oight crows had beon
relicved and had roturncd to the United States via Naval Air Transport. The
following Patrol Planc Cormanders, with their crews, werc detached on the
dates indicated:

Licutenant Ralph Ce TREJO, USNR April 10

Licutenant lMichacl J. LOEHR, USNR April 10

Licutenant Glen I« PALMER, USHNR May 12

Lieutecnant Everly W. COX, USNR Moy 18

Licutenant Allen Jo HUTTENBERG, USNR May 27

Lieutcnont Areia 0. TURNER, USN June 14

Lioutenant Melvin He VIARNER, USN Junc 23
Licutenant Curtis L. LAYTON, USNR Junc 27

Vhile based at Samar, Patrol Bombing Squadron SEVENTY-ONE for the
first time during the present cruiso; had the benofit of a well-cquipped and
efficiently run service and maintenance unite, CASU 42 (F) under Licutenont
Commander L. K. BARNES, USHR, deserves high praisc for its exccllont work in
keeping the squadront's ware-weary aircraft, which at the end of June had ace
cunulated a total of over 15,000 flight hours, in flyablc conditions CASU
42 (F) made it possible for the squadron to meet its committments which
avoraged 3.9 assigned missions daily fcr the cntire period and 7.2 daily flights
of all typeses Pecrsonncl of the CASU unit demonstrated an intercst in the cone
diticn of the plancs, and in the outcome of their missions, which could hardly
have beon groater had they bogn dircetly attached to the squadron,

A brief surmary of each of the prineipal missions, excluding routine
patrols and regular courier runs, oxocuted by Patrol Bombing Squadyron SEVENTY-
ONE during these threc months is included as a part of this fiyst supplemont

to the squadron War History beginning at page 59 (1)
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Newport, Rhode Island, while his

mander GILLETTE was

father was on the USS TEXAS at the Mexican incident of

Following World War I, the ni Gillette was stationed at wvarious

Gillettes

but with numerous family connections in Chicago, th
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have always considered that city town",

ile still enrolled in high school in Washington, D.C.,

Commander GILLETTE received an appointment to the Naval Acadomy.
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