
Your 4-Year High School Plan



It’s VERY IMPORTANT!

•IT’S VERY IMPORTANT that you plan all four years.  
If you don’t plan the right classes, you may not 
fit in all the classes you need to graduate or go 
to college!
•You will register for your high school this spring!
•Some high schools will have you complete your 
schedule for 9th grade, other schools will have you 
complete your schedule for all four years.
•YOU NEED 220 TOTAL CREDITS TO GRADUATE HS!



Eso Muy Importante! (español)

ES MUY IMPORTANTE que planifique los cuatro años. Si no 
planifica las clases adecuadas, es posible que no encaje en 
todas las clases que necesita para graduarse o ir a la 
universidad.
¡Te registrarás en tu escuela secundaria esta primavera!
Algunas escuelas secundarias le pedirán que complete su 
horario para el noveno grado, otras escuelas le pedirán que 
complete su horario para los cuatro años.
¡USTED NECESITA 220 CRÉDITOS TOTALES PARA GRADUARSE 
HS!



There are many levels of classes…

•Not only do you have to pick classes in the right 
subject area, but you need to make sure that you 
pick the right level of class.
•A-G Requirements mean the classes needed to get 
into college.
•Three levels:
•Regular
•Honors/Advanced
•AP (Advanced Placement)



Hay muchos niveles de clases ...

•No solo tiene que elegir las clases en el área temática 
correcta, sino que también debe asegurarse de elegir el 
nivel correcto de clase.
•Los requisitos A-G significan las clases necesarias para 
ingresar a la universidad.
•Tres niveles:
•Regular
•Honores / Avanzado
•AP (Colocación avanzada)



∗ Advanced Placement (AP)
∗ This is a college class.  If you pass the test at the end of the 

year, you get BOTH high school and college credit for the 
same class.  (Two for ONE deal)
∗ Cover the information, skills and assignments found in the 

corresponding college courses
∗ Student earn an extra GPA point
∗ Students can potentially earn college credit if they pass the 

AP test

Advanced Placement (AP)



∗ Colocación avanzada (AP)
∗ Esta es una clase universitaria. Si aprueba el examen al final del 

año, obtendrá AMBOS créditos para la escuela secundaria y la 
universidad por la misma clase. (Oferta de dos por UNO)
∗ Cubrir la información, habilidades y asignaciones que se 

encuentran en los cursos universitarios correspondientes.
∗ El estudiante gana un punto de GPA adicional
∗ Los estudiantes pueden potencialmente obtener créditos 

universitarios si aprueban el examen AP
∗

Advanced Placement (AP)



English:

TO GRADUATE SAUSD: CAL STATE: UC/PRIVATE:

4 YEARS OF ENGLISH 4 YEARS OF ENGLISH 4 YEARS OF ENGLISH



Math:

TO GRADUATE SAUSD: CAL STATE: UC/PRIVATE:

2 YEARS OF MATH:
Including Algebra I

*You must pass Algebra I 
with a C or better

3 YEARS OF MATH:
Including Algebra, 
Geometry, & Algebra II

3 YEARS OF MATH:
Including Algebra, 
Geometry, & Algebra II

*4 Years Recommended



Social studies/history:

TO GRADUATE SAUSD: CAL STATE: UC/PRIVATE:

3 YEARS OF HISTORY:
Including World History, US 
History and 
Economics/Government

2 YEARS OF HISTORY:
Including US History and 
Government

2 YEARS OF HISTORY:
Including US History and 
Government



Science:

TO GRADUATE SAUSD: CAL STATE: UC/PRIVATE:

2 YEARS OF SCIENCE 2 YEARS OF SCIENCE:
Must be either Biology, 
Chemistry or Physics

2 YEARS OF SCIENCE:
Must be either Biology, 
Chemistry or Physics

*3 Years Recommended for 
majors in sciences, math, 
pre-medical, technology, 
etc.



Foreign language:

TO GRADUATE SAUSD: CAL STATE: UC/PRIVATE:

1 YEARS OF LANGUAGE 
OTHER THAN ENGLISH

2 YEARS OF LANGUAGE 
OTHER THAN ENGLISH

*BOTH YEARS must the be 
the SAME language

2 YEARS OF LANGUAGE 
OTHER THAN ENGLISH

*BOTH YEARS must the be 
the SAME language

*3 Years Recommended

*Most SAUSD schools only offer Spanish or French.  If you want to take Sign 
Language or Vietnamese, you can take the class at Santa Ana College or any 
other community college and get both high school credit and high school credit.
*Community college classes are FREE to high school students.



Visual and Performing arts (VAPA):

TO GRADUATE SAUSD: CAL STATE: UC/PRIVATE:

1 YEAR OF VAPA:
• Choir
• Band/Orchestra/Mariachi
• Dance
• Theatre
• Speech & Debate
• Art/Drawing/Painting

1 YEAR OF VAPA:
• Choir
• Band/Orchestra/Mariachi
• Dance
• Theatre
• Speech & Debate
• Art/Drawing/Painting

1 YEAR OF VAPA:
• Choir
• Band/Orchestra/Mariachi
• Dance
• Theatre
• Speech & Debate
• Art/Drawing/Painting



PE/Educacion Fisica:

TO GRADUATE SAUSD: CAL STATE: UC/PRIVATE:

2 YEARS of PE:
-Marching Band
-Color Guard
-Dance
-Any Sport

None None



Electives/Electivos

∗ Electives can be any class that 
has not been taken yet.  
Recommended courses are:
∗ 4th year of Math
∗ 4th year of Science
∗ 3rd or 4th year of Foreign 

Language
∗ Any extra courses taken above 

and beyond the course 
requirements will count 
toward electives.

*Las optativas pueden ser cualquier 
clase que aún no se haya tomado. Los 
cursos recomendados son:

4to año de matemáticas
4to año de ciencia
3er o 4to año de Lengua Extranjera

*Cualquier curso adicional tomado por 
encima y más allá de los requisitos del 
curso contará para las electivas.



Electives/Electivos:

TO GRADUATE SAUSD: CAL STATE: UC/PRIVATE:

1 YEAR OF ELECTIVE:
Electives can be any classes 
that are not part of the 
required classes to 
graduate.

They may be extra sports, 
academy classes, VAPA 
classes, etc.  Common 
electives include: ASB, 
AVID, Woodshop, 
Technology, Creative 
Writing, Speech, etc.

1 YEAR OF ELECTIVE:
Electives can be any classes 
that are not part of the 
required classes to 
graduate.

They may be extra sports, 
academy classes, VAPA 
classes, etc.  Common 
electives include: ASB, 
AVID, Woodshop, 
Technology, Creative 
Writing, Speech, etc.

1 YEAR OF ELECTIVE:
Electives can be any classes 
that are not part of the 
required classes to 
graduate.

They may be extra sports, 
academy classes, VAPA 
classes, etc.  Common 
electives include: ASB, 
AVID, Woodshop, 
Technology, Creative 
Writing, Speech, etc.



Extracurricular Activities/Actividades 
Extracurriculares

Sports

Community 
Service

 Academic 
Clubs

Universities tend to 
accept well-rounded 

students, with diverse 
experiences and skills.

Las universidades 
tienden a aceptar 
estudiantes completos, 
con diversas 
experiencias y 
habilidades.



If you fail a class…     Si suspendes una clase ...

You don’t get any credits for 
any classes that you fail.
If you fail a class (get an F) 
you have to take the class 
again the next year or take it 
in summer school in order to 
get 220 credits.

No obtienes ningún crédito por 
las clases en las que no 
apruebas.

Si reprueba una clase (obtiene 
una F), debe tomar la clase 
nuevamente el próximo año o 
tomarla en la escuela de verano 
para obtener 220 créditos.


