Theme

Subject/Topic: _____________________________________________________________________________

Theme: ___________________________________________________________________________________

**The difference:  A subject is what the story is about; a theme is what you learn about the subject!

Universal Theme: ___________________________________________________________________________

Examples:

	Subject:
	Theme:

	Growing up
	· Growing up means taking more responsibility.

· Growing up means thinking of others before yourself.

	Nature
	· Nature can be beautiful, but deadly.

· You cannot predict Mother Nature.

	Love
	· People can show love through actions, as well as words.

· Love hurts.

· Love is the greatest power of all.

	Honesty
	· Honesty is the best policy.

· Honesty builds trust.

	Money
	· Money isn’t everything.

· Money can’t buy you love.


You can usually figure out the subject or topic of a story by reading the title or the first two or three paragraphs.  However, writers don’t usually tell you the theme of the story directly.  So…

How do you find themes in a story?

1. INFER –Make an educated guess based on what the characters learn or discover in the story.

2. EXAMINE THE CHANGE IN THE CHARACTER during the story.

**REMEMBER: STORIES CAN HAVE MORE THAN ONE THEME!

