
Welcome to First Lutheran Church! May God richly bless our time together 

through silence, in prayer, song, and in studying God’s Word. 
 

Prelude/Chimes                 “Morning in the Garden”               Lani Smith  

Time For Quiet Reflection 

Welcome and Announcements 

Gathering Song     “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”  ELW# 325 

Greeting 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Prayer of the Day 

Men’s Choir 

Psalm:   Psalm 32 

First Lesson:     Romans 5: 12-19 

Second Reading:  Matthew 13: 31-32 

Gospel:   John 2: 1-11 

Children’s Sermon                                         Missi Abfalter 

Sermon                                            Jeri Wilmore 

Hymn of the Day                 “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” 

Nicene Creed 

Prayers of Intercession 

Sharing of the Peace with our Neighbors 

Offering                              “Jesus, By Thy Dear Wounds”                     J. S. Bach 

Offering Hymn                   “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  Vs. 1  ELW# 686 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 

Communion 

Blessing 

Sending Song          “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  ELW# 504 

Chimes and Postlude          “ Song of Exultation”             James Southbridge 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED...OUR SERVICE BEGINS                                        

Mary Jane, Sandy, Patricia, Michelle, Suzann, Kathleen, Daryl, 
Sheri, Sean, Cheri, Gerry, Cathy, Karen, Jeff, Harold, Jan, Jeremiah, 
Anne, Jim,  Keith, Joyce, Linda, Justin, Doug, Ray, Bev, Chris,  De-
lores, Shari, Boston, Sara, Rezin, Charlette, Lynn, Rob,  and Cherie.  

Text from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights         
reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual    
License #SAS027893. 

February 22, 2026               1st Sunday of Lent 

“It is written: ‘The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you 

serve.’”    Matthew 4:10 

Tempted between the riches and power of this world and service to God, 

Jesus chose service to His Father.  If we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, too, 

must decide to turn away from worldly power and riches and put God at 

the center of our lives.  Lent is our time to prune ourselves of earthly things 

and develop and nurture heavenly things.  Lent is time to repent and let go 

of the other “gods” we have put before God. 

Offering Options:    

    *In person – drop in offering plate                         *QR code         

               *Mail a check – Send it to:          

                    505 W Holdt St,                 
             Battle Lake, MN 56515                                                 
  

  *Use your banks “bill pay” option   

   *Direct Giving -      https://blfirstlutheran.org/simply-giving  
and we have this QR code that can be used also. 

Your offerings support our  Building, Pastor, Staff and our valuable  

ministries to the community. 

 2026 February through February 19th giving  $ 19,288.71               

(Needed $27,657 for the month of January)  

Events Upcoming  

February 25th, March 4th, 11th, 18th, & 25th— Lenten Services with 

Soup Suppers —There is a sign up sheet on the table in the narthex for 

all to be able to provide where they can.  

February 26th — Plastic People showing at the school 

March 3rd — Blood Drive  

March 20th — Escape Room Challenge  

March 22nd — Creation Worship 

March 29th — Palm Sunday  

Pastor Lynn out February 2 — March 21st for surgical recovery  

THANK YOU! 

Thank you so much Cindy for all your work on 

putting together the men and women’s choirs.  It 

was such a joy to be able to all sing together and 

show our love in Christ through music. 

We look forward to doing more!! 

Practicing the Spiritual Principle of Kindness this week 

Kindness refers to the quality of being, generous, considerate, and friendly. 

The benefit of Kindness is that it elevates one’s sense of self-assurance, and brings 
happiness and positivity.  As well as inspire others to repeat what they have wit-
nessed creating a more cohesive community. 

The Importance of Kindness is that it creates a more joyful and harmonious world 
for everyone.  It teaches positive behavior and is a way f reducing stress levels. 

Examples of acts of Kindness: 

1. Surprise someone by buying them a cup of coffee. 

2. Send a heartfelt test message to a friend, expressing how much they mean to 
you. 

3. Brighten someone’s day by paying for the order of the person behind you. 

4. Spread positivity by  leaving a cheerful note. 

5. Show thoughtfulness by writing a handwritten letter to a family member. 

6. Surprise a friend with a delightful set of flowers. 

7. Extend a helping hand by offering to pick up groceries for an elderly person. 

The Spiritual aspect brings a sense of freedom and liberation.  When you embrace 
kindness within your heart, it brings inner peace and a recognition that everything 
is connected to God.  Without  passing judgment, you learn to accept all things and 
approach others with a gentle understanding perspective, filled with empathy for 
everyone you encounter. 

Here are a few bible verses that help remind us of Kindness: 

1. Ephesians 4: 32—”Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as Christ God forgave you.” 

2. Colossians 3: 12— “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothes yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and pa-
tience.” 

https://blfirstlutheran.org/simply-giving


  Weekly Calendar   

Sunday,  February 22nd 

10:00 a.m. Worship/Communion 

11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship/Potluck 

Monday, February 23rd 

  9:00 a.m. Quilters 
12:00 p.m. OE 
Tuesday, February 24th 
  4:00 p.m. Bell Choir 
Wednesday, February 25th 
10:00 a.m. Good Sam Communion 
  3:15 p.m. WAFL 
  5:30 p.m. Confirmation 
  5:30 p.m. Soup Supper 
  6:15 p.m. Wednesday Service 
  7-9   p.m. Youth  
  7:30 p.m. NA 12 Step at Senior Center 
Thursday,   February 26th 
  8:00 a.m. TOPS 
  6:30 p.m. Plastic People Video @ School 
Friday,  February 27th 
 8:00 p.m. AA & Al-Anon at Sr. Center 
Sunday,  March 1st 
10:00 a.m. Worship/Communion 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship 

Movie Night  

Our next potluck is March 29th. Anyone interested in joining our                     

congregation, please contact the office.  All are welcome.                                                                                                                                          

Attendance  February 15th— 55  Facebook and Youtube — 383 

Thank you to all who have stepped up to help through this time of 

my healing..  Pastor Lynn 

First Lutheran Church 
 “Sharing Hope in Christ” 

505 W Holdt Street 

Battle Lake, Minnesota  (218) 864-5686 

Website: www.blfirstlutheran.org 

 Office Hours:    

Monday— Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

office@blfirstlutheran.org 

pastorlynn@blfirstlutheran.org 

parishnurse@blfirstlutheran.org 

wafl@blfirstlutheran.org 

I Want Jesus to Walk With Me 

"I Want Jesus to Walk with Me" is a traditional African American spiritu-
al originating in the 19th century, born from the suffering and faith of enslaved 
people. It served as a "sorrow song" or communal lament, expressing a desire 
for divine companionship, strength, and comfort during trials, trials, and earth-
ly journeys.  

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 

Written in 1971 by Karen Lafferty, was born out of financial struggle and a 
renewed commitment to trust God during the Jesus Movement in California. 
Inspired by a Bible study on Matthew 6:33 at Calvary Chapel, Costa Mesa, 
she wrote the song's tune and lyrics as a personal reminder to prioritize spiritu-
al life over material worries.  

A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" ("Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott") is a foundation-
al 16th-century hymn written by Martin Luther between 1527 and 1529. As a 
paraphrase of Psalm 46, it became the "Battle Hymn of the Reformation," 
offering comfort and confidence to Protestants during intense persecution. The 
hymn emphasizes God as a protector, reflecting themes of spiritual warfare.   

Welcome!   

We are glad you are here. Join us as we worship God and love our neigh-
bors. Those who are mobility challenged are welcome to remain seated 
while others stand.                                                                                       

Everyone is welcome to join us for coffee fellowship after service. To 
learn more about our ministries, visit our website at 
www.blfirstlutheran.org or grab a copy of our newsletter at the Kiosk 
near the entryway.   

If you are visiting, introduce yourself to Pastor Lynn – she would love to 
meet you! 

February 22nd, 2026 

Worship: 10 AM 

    Presiding: Jeri Wilmore 

   Accompanist:  Gail Malmgren Nelson 

Pastoral Visits: If you would like a visit, especially if you are to be or are hos-
pitalized or are having health issues, please contact the church office at  218-
864-5686 or you may contact Pastor Lynn on her cell, 218-298-0396 

Lenten Services:   

February 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25 

Christ Welcomes Everyone!! 

Noisy Offering                                                                                                                         

February —  Living Hope Camp                              March — B. L. Food Shelf                           

April — Faith Haven          May — FLCamp 

For Lent this year, we will be watching “The Passion of Christ” — 30 minutes per service 

with 15 minutes of discussion.  Warning: This is a violent, realistic depiction and may 

not be for everyone.  Alternative movie will be offered.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Karen+Lafferty&sca_esv=9190052a562f5b10&sxsrf=ANbL-n6LVWk_PM180g6phSnV_jxI3kqE-A%3A1771444091436&ei=exeWaeigGp2eptQPj5abwQM&biw=1366&bih=633&ved=2ahUKEwj6jKDz5-OSAxX0L9AFHblKGJ8QgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=History+behind+the+song+se
https://www.google.com/search?q=Jesus+Movement&sca_esv=9190052a562f5b10&sxsrf=ANbL-n6LVWk_PM180g6phSnV_jxI3kqE-A%3A1771444091436&ei=exeWaeigGp2eptQPj5abwQM&biw=1366&bih=633&ved=2ahUKEwj6jKDz5-OSAxX0L9AFHblKGJ8QgK4QegQIARAD&uact=5&oq=History+behind+the+song+se
https://www.google.com/search?q=Calvary+Chapel%2C+Costa+Mesa&sca_esv=9190052a562f5b10&sxsrf=ANbL-n6LVWk_PM180g6phSnV_jxI3kqE-A%3A1771444091436&ei=exeWaeigGp2eptQPj5abwQM&biw=1366&bih=633&ved=2ahUKEwj6jKDz5-OSAxX0L9AFHblKGJ8QgK4QegQIARAE&uact=5&oq=History+behi
http://www.blfirstlutheran.org

