WORSHIP PLAN FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 3, 2021, CHRISTMAS 2
WELCOME

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

GATHERING SONG As with Gladness Men of Old

1 As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;

as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led by thee.

2 As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to thy lowly bed,

there to bend the knee before

thee, whom heav'n and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet

ever seek thy mercy seat.

3 As they offered gifts most rare
at thy cradle, rude and bare,

so may we with holy joy,

pure and free from sin's alloy,

all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God.



Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

The Pastor gives the Absolution. God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when
we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have

been saved. In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

A reading from Ephesians.

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. "He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, °to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 'In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace “that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and insight "he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, '’as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. ''In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, '“so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. '“In him you also, when you had heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; '“this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

['In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. “He was in the beginning with God. “All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being *in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. “The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.



°There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. “He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. “The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.]

'"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. '"He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. '“But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, '“who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

'“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. °(John testified to him and
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.” ) '°From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. ''The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. '*No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to
the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the
earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow,
division, or despair. Make us radiant with goodness, that we might live always to
the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold
the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands,
forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony
with the world around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve
in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and
communities. Protect all those in harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake
of others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off,
excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness.
Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or
sickness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and
reconciliation to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide



us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in one
another. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith.
With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather
us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of mercy come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.



Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG Arise, Your Light Has Come!

1 Arise, your light has come! 3 Arise, your light has come!
The Spirit's call obey; All you in sorrow born,

show forth the glory of your bind up the brokenhearted ones
God and comfort those who mourn.

which shines on you today. 4 Arise, your light has come!

2 Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song!
Fling wide the prison door; Rise up like eagles on the wing,
proclaim the captive's liberty, God's pow'r will make us

good tidings to the poor. strong.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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