
WORSHIP PLAN FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 27, 2020, CHRISTMAS 1 

WELCOME 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature 
and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of 
the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

GATHERING SONG O Come, All Ye Faithful 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 
born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
in the highest: Refrain 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: Refrain 
 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4 
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade 
 

CONFESSION 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 



 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING: Galatians 4:4-7 
A reading from Galatians. 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a 
slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION All Earth Is Hopeful 
 

1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
 

4 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 
in our world; he his present, in neighbors we see 
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 
 
Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 
English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. 
Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé 
Reprinted with permission under One License A-712743. All rights reserved. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph 
and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 
the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
 

  



25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, 
29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 
the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across 
nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our 
proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and 
gardens to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait 
earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 



The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to 
spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your 
spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with complex decisions for the 
sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that 
race with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness. 
Reveal your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of 
Simeon and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older 
age, and those in need of income, food, company, or health care. Connect young 
and old across generations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

For John, apostle and evangelist, and all your saints, we give you thanks. Prepare 
our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and place. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all 
our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  Angels We Have Heard on High 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
gloria in excelsis Deo. 



 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain 
 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain 

 
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 
Music: GLORIA, French carol 

 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. 


