WORSHIP PLAN FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2021, EPIPHANY 5
WELCOME
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint.
Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made
known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
GATHERING SONG Gather Us In
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.
4 Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away-but here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted with permission under One License A-712743. All rights reserved.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We come before you, O God our Creator, to remember our shortcoming in love
and life, needing your forgiveness and your life-giving spirit.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God.

God of our tomorrows, we confess our sinful condition before you. We desire
something better than what we have and what we are. We know ourselves too
well and see our human frailty. We know our temporary gods are vulnerable
and will crumble under the test. We realize our desires are fickle and backfire
on us at the worst times. God of our tomorrows give us your forgiveness. Let
us see, today, the promise of something better in our lives.
Our god is a tomorrow God who knows our past and sees where we are headed.
We trust a God who knows our needs and desires. As we confess our sins, God is
faithful and will forgive our sin and set us free from what destroys. God always
promises us something better, because of the miracle of forgiveness and love.
Praise God for the fit of forgiveness in the risen Christ.
The Pastor gives the Absolution. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING:
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
16
If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is
laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my
own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a
commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may
make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the
gospel.
19
For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that
I might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.
To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not
under the law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I
became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under
Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became
weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I
might by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may
share in its blessings. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION God's Word Is Our Great Heritage
God's word is our great heritage
and shall be ours forever;
to spread its light from age to age
shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way;
in death it is our stay.
Lord, grant while time shall last
your church may hold it fast
throughout all generations.
Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861-1925, alt.
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1483-1546

GOSPEL: Mark 1: 29-39
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
29
As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in
bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by
the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.
32
That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not
permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.
35
In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for
him. 37When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for
you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went
throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out
demons.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us now affirm our faith, the faith in which we baptize:
I believe in God, the Creator of all life, the source of all love, and the giver of
every good and perfect gift. I believe Jesus Christ is God’s only Son. Jesus was
born of a virgin and lived as no other man has lived. Jesus suffered and died
for the sin of the world. I believe Jesus’ death and resurrection has given me
new life and I will live with him for all eternity. I believe in the Holy Spirit –
God with us. I have been called by the Spirit, enlightened by the Spirit, and
gifted for service by the Spirit. God is at work today and the Holy Spirit is the
means, by which God continues to demonstrate love and concern for me. I
believe I can know and experience God in prayer, forgiveness, the
Sacraments, and the community of faith. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.
For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world:
prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its
ministries, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests, and
farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists,
let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid
attorneys, elected officials, and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the
well-being of civil society, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized,
those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are
hungry or homeless, and all in any need; for caregivers, hospice workers, and
home health aides, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship,
those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and
for other needs in our community, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for
the baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG

I Love to Tell the Story

1 I love to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,
of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story,
because I know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.
Refrain
I love to tell the story;
'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.
2 I love to tell the story:
how pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story,
for some have never heard
the message of salvation
from God's own holy word. Refrain
3 I love to tell the story,
for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting
to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory,
I sing the new, new song,
I'll sing the old, old story
that I have loved so long. Refrain
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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