
WORSHIP PLAN FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 18, 2020, PENTECOST 20 

WELCOME 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Sovereign God raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 

image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you 

what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

GATHERING SONG Sanctuary 

Lord prepare me  

To be a sanctuary 

Pure and holy 

Tried and true 

And with thanksgiving 

I'll be a living 

Sanctuary, oh for You (Repeat all) 
 

Tune: Text and music: John Thompson & Randy Scuggs. © 1982, Whole Armor Music/Final Armor Music. 

Administered by The Kruger Organization, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

Reprinted with permission under One License A-712743. All rights reserved. 

 

CONFESSION 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

  



SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

 Grace to you and peace. 
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor 

of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers 

and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the 

gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 

with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among 

you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 

persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that 

you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the 

word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 

but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to 

speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 

welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a 

living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 

the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they 

sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 

that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 

deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, 

what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware 

of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show 

me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to 

them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” 

Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 

emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they 

were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send 

your Holy Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks 

for the witness of your servant Luke, the evangelist, whom the church 

commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising 

of the sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise 

up devoted stewards of all that you have made.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided 

nations and communities with reconciling truth.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or 

doubt. Join their voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by 

name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, 

magistrates, court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of 

restoration may be known. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in 

you. We give thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 

pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 

 1 Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 

 2 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 

 3 Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 

Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 

Reprinted with permission under One License A-712743. All rights reserved. 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 
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