JUNE 2021

Dear <NAME>

WHY WE COME TO BIKE WORKS
José: Hello, my name is José and I am 16 years old. I go to William Allen High School and I will be a senior in the fall.

I chose to come to Community Bike Works because I feel it’s a great challenge for me. I can develop my mind and my
ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐĂŶĚůĞĂƌŶĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĞĂŶĚĨĂĐĞŶĞǁĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐǁŚŝůĞ/ůĞĂƌŶ͘/ƌĞĂůůǇůŝŬĞĐŽŵŝŶŐƚŽŝŬĞtŽƌŬƐďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ĐĂŶ
ďĞŵǇƐĞůĨ͘/ĐĂŶŵĂŬĞŶĞǁĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚƚĂůŬƚŽƚŚĞƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐĂďŽƵƚĂŶǇĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐ/ŚĂǀĞ͘
Learning discipline is about how to properly act when you start working with the bikes. It’s really nice because you
can face these new challenges that can help you develop your mind and become smarter, more intelligent.
Community Bike Works is like a home and you can be safe in a warm place. The teachers have the capacity to make
any kid at Bike Works feel comfortable. You can be yourself while you are working on your bike.

Rodner: Hi, my name is Rodner. I am 16 years old. I also will be a senior at William Allen High School. What I like
about Community Bike Works is that everyone is so helpful. You can have so much fun with the Bike Works teachers. I
feel like being myself here. I can make new friends and I can learn more about my personality. I can learn new words
in English and more things.
José & Rodner: We have been friends for three years. A friend of ours, Luis, talked to us about how he came to

Bike Works in middle school. He told us how to join the class so we can earn our bikes. That was our thing—we
wanted to earn bikes. Then when we came to Bike Works we felt comfortable with the teachers and so we decided to
involve ourselves more in Community Bike Works.

WHAT WE'VE LEARNED AT BIKE WORKS
José: Bike Works shows you how to take care of yourself by showing you how

to wear your helmet. It’s actually really nice when you have someone that takes
care of you. Lots of kids don’t want to wear helmets, but they tell you how to
properly wear your helmet. They show you how to take care of yourself when
you see a car on the street, and they give kids lights so they can see at night.
dŚŽƐĞƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇŚĂǀĞĨŽƌǇŽƵ͕ƚŽďĞŵŽƌĞĐĂƌĞĨƵůĂŶĚƚĂŬĞĐĂƌĞŽĨ
yourself, that’s what makes kids comfortable here—and their parents too.

Rodner: ŝŬĞtŽƌŬƐŚĂƐƐŚŽǁŶŵĞĂůŽƚŽĨƚƌŝĐŬƐĨŽƌŚŽǁƚŽĮǆďŝŬĞƐ͘ŶĚƚŚĞ

teachers show me how to be more responsible with the things I have to do, like
school work. I feel very thankful for them for teaching me a lot of new things
ĂďŽƵƚŚŽǁƚŽďĞŵǇƐĞůĨĂŶĚŚŽǁƚŽďĞĂďĞƩĞƌƉĞƌƐŽŶŝŶůŝĨĞ͘

José: When I earned my bike I earned it online. We are going to do in-person

ĂƌŶĂŝŬĞƚŚŝƐƐƵŵŵĞƌ͘/ŬŶŽǁŝƚǁŝůůďĞĂůŽƚŽĨĨƵŶĂŶĚďĞƩĞƌďĞĐĂƵƐĞĂůůƚŚĞ
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐǁŝůůďĞŝŶƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵĂŶĚĮǆŝŶŐŽƵƌďŝŬĞƐďǇŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ͕ĂŶĚ/͛ŵ
ƉƌĞƩǇĞǆĐŝƚĞĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĂƚ͘/ƐƟůůŶĞĞĚƚŽůĞĂƌŶƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞƚŽŽůƐ͘/ŬŶŽǁƐŽŵĞŽĨ
ŝƚďƵƚ/ŶĞĞĚƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͘

RIDING AT BIKE WORKS
Rodner:ĞĨŽƌĞ/ĞĂƌŶĞĚŵǇďŝŬĞ͕/ǁĂƐŶ͛ƚƚŽŽĂƩĂĐŚĞĚƚŽŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ

Bike Works. Then I came to a ride, and when I saw there were nice people
here I kept coming. Before, I didn’t have a bike. I knew how to use a bike a
ůŝƩůĞďŝƚ͘tŚĞŶ/ǁĂƐůŝƩůĞ͕ϳŽƌϴ͕ŵǇĐŽƵƐŝŶŚĂĚĂϮϲͲŝŶĐŚďŝŬĞƚŚĂƚ/
ƌŽĚĞ͕ƐŽ/ŬĞƉƚĨĂůůŝŶŐ͘dŚĞŶ/ĐĂŵĞƚŽŝŬĞtŽƌŬƐ͘/ǁĂƐƐƟůůĨĂůůŝŶŐŽŶŵǇ
ďŝŬĞĂůŝƩůĞďŝƚ͕ǁŚĞŶ/ĚŝĚƚƌŝĐŬƐ͘EŽǁ/ŬŶŽǁŚŽǁƚŽĚŽƐŽŵĞƚƌŝĐŬƐ͘/͛ŵ
ƐƟůůůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐŚŽǁƚŽũƵŵƉďƵƚ/ƚŚŝŶŬ/ĂŵŐĞƫŶŐŝƚ͘

José and I joined the Bike Works mountain bike team. I had to get more
ĂƩĂĐŚĞĚƚŽŝƚ͕ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ/ĂŵƐƟůůůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐĂŶĚ/ŐĞƚƟƌĞĚĨĂƐƚ͘Ƶƚŝƚ͛ƐĂůŽƚ
of fun. I go jumping and go real fast. So I really like going on mountain
bike rides because I think I am losing the fears of a lot of things I had and
that helps me a lot in my life. I really like the view, too. Riding in the trees,
ǁŚĞŶ/ƐĞĞƚŚĞƌŝǀĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ͕/ĨĞĞůƌĞůĂǆĞĚ͘dŚĂƚ͛ƐŵǇĐŽŵĨŽƌƚ
spot, to be in nature.

José:DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶďŝŬĞƚĞĂŵŝƐĂĐƚƵĂůůǇƉƌĞƩǇŐŽŽĚďĞĐĂƵƐĞƚŚĞǇƐŚŽǁǇŽƵ
how to be responsible when you are on a mountain road. On the ride, the
ƚĞĂŵƐƟĐŬƐƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌĂŶĚƚŚĞĐŽĂĐŚĞƐĂƌĞǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌǇŽƵ͘dŚĞǇĂƌĞǀĞƌǇ
helpful and they care for you. If you are doing something not good for the
ƚĞĂŵ͕ƚŚĞǇƐĂǇǇŽƵŶĞĞĚƚŽďĞĚŽŝŶŐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐďĞƩĞƌ͘dŚĞǇƚĞĂĐŚǇŽƵ͘

SETTING GOALS AND PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
José:DĂĐĂŶĚĚŽŶŝƐŚĞůƉĞĚŵĞĮůůŽƵƚĂŶĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƚŽǁŽƌŬĂƚ

ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝŬĞtŽƌŬƐ͘ŌĞƌƚŚĞƟŵĞ/͛ǀĞďĞĞŶŚĞƌĞ͕/ĮŐƵƌĞĚŽƵƚ/ǁĂŶƚ
to work at Bike Works to have more opportunity to help kids with their
bikes. I want to get the job at Bike Works because I have the goal to save
some money. I haven’t seen my mom in two years. This summer I am
going to the Dominican Republic to see my mom, and I want to make my
mom feel like a queen, which she is.

José & Rodner: Community Bike Works is wonderful. We hope

everyone will support Community Bike Works so that the community gets
bigger and reaches more kids, and helps them get their bikes so we can
have fun with them.

This summer, we will emerge from a most challenging year to connect with students, including José and Rodner, in ways both
old and new. We will engage students in in-person Earn a Bike, on near-daily bike rides, and in our one-on-one mentoring and
youth leadership programs. We’ll connect with students at our downtown and East Allentown bike shops and in schools in
ůůĞŶƚŽǁŶĂŶĚĞƚŚůĞŚĞŵ͘DŽƐƚĞǆĐŝƟŶŐůǇ͕ǁĞ͛ůůŚŽƐƚŽƵƌĮƌƐƚĐůĂƐƐĞƐŝŶĂƐƚŽŶ͕ƚŽƚƌƵůǇƌĞĂĐŚǇŽƵƚŚĂĐƌŽƐƐƚŚĞ>ĞŚŝŐŚsĂůůĞǇ͘
We are deeply grateful for your generosity that allows us to engage young people in youth bike mentoring. Can you make a
ŐŝŌƚŚŝƐƐƵŵŵĞƌƚŽƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝŬĞtŽƌŬƐƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕ůŝŬĞ:ŽƐĠĂŶĚZŽĚŶĞƌ͕ƚŽĐŽŶŶĞĐƚƚŚĞŵǁŝƚŚŵĞŶƚŽƌƐĂŶĚŚĞůƉ
ƚŚĞŵůĞĂƌŶůŝĨĞůĞƐƐŽŶƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚďŝĐǇĐůĞƐ͍WůĞĂƐĞũŽŝŶƵƐƚŽĚĂǇƚŽĞŶƐƵƌĞƚŚĂƚĂƐǁĞůŽŽŬƚŽĂĨƵƚƵƌĞŶĞǁůǇĨƵůůŽĨƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ͕
ǇŽƵŶŐƉĞŽƉůĞĂĐƌŽƐƐƚŚĞ>ĞŚŝŐŚsĂůůĞǇǁŝůůŚĂǀĞŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵůŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐƚŽůĞĂƌŶĂŶĚŐƌŽǁ͘/ŶĚĞĞƉĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟŽŶ͕ƚŚĂŶŬǇŽƵ͘

<ŝŵ^ĐŚĂīĞƌ͕ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ

PS.sŝƐŝƚĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇďŝŬĞǁŽƌŬƐ͘ŽƌŐƚŽĞŶũŽǇĂǀŝĚĞŽĨƌŽŵ:ŽƐĠĂŶĚZŽĚŶĞƌ͘tŚŝůĞǇŽƵ͛ƌĞƚŚĞƌĞ͕ǇŽƵĐĂŶĂůƐŽĐŚĞĐŬŽƵƚŽƵƌ
ůĂƚĞƐƚ'ƌĂƟƚƵĚĞZĞƉŽƌƚ͕ĐŽǀĞƌŝŶŐŽƵƌůĂƐƚƚǁŽƉƌŽŐƌĂŵǇĞĂƌƐ͘dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵĨŽƌǇŽƵƌƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŽĨŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝŬĞtŽƌŬƐ͊

