BYLAWS |

VERMONT TRAILS & GREENWAYS COUNCIL
‘ Revised January 11, 2001

Artlcle I
= Name
The name of this organlzatlon shall be “Vermont Trails and Greenways Council, Inc.” (VT&GC)
and shall be incorporated under the laws of the State of Vermont.

Article I

. Objectlves ' -

A. The purpose of the Vermont Trails and Greenways Council (hereinafter referred to as the
Council) is to ensure that people will always have access to adequate land and water-
based trails and greenways.

B.  Under Vermont statute, Title 10, Sections 441 through 449, "The Vermont Trails &

~ Greenways Council is called upon to provide advice to the Agency of Natural Resources
in‘maintaining and improving a network of trails to be known as the 'Vermont trails
system'." Under 10 VSA, Section 443, "The Council shall provide advice regarding
criteria for recognition of single-use and shared-use trails.” Under Title 10, Section 445,
"The Council shall advise on all matters related to the Vermont trails system, including
the allocation of state and federal funds appropriated related to trails.” ,

C Under Title 10, Section 442, "'Trails' mean land used for hiking, walking, bicycling,
cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, all-terrain vehicle riding, horseback riding, and
other similar activities. Trails may be used for recreation, transportation, and other

compatible purposes."
D. The Council will:
1. promote the development, 1mprovement maintenance, and protection of trails by
all groups and agencies;

2. promote coordination of efforts among user groups and Crovermnen’c agencies;

3. encourage educational programs by all related groups and agencies.
The Council may:

1. serve as a clearinghouse;

2. carry out studies and promote research and pubhcatlons

3. coordinate matters related to appropriate legislation.
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Article 111
. Membershlp
A. Membershlp shall consist of “State-wide” members, “Regional” members,
“Local/Community” members, “Individual” members, and “Commercial” members. e
1. State-wide members shall include trail-using or trail-providing organizations and
agencies that represent or provide services related to trails on a statewide basis.
2. Regional members shall include trail-using or trail-providing organizations and
agencies that represent or prov1de serv1ces related to trails on a regional (multi-
town) basis.

3. Local/Community members shall include traﬂ -using or traﬂ-prowdmo
organizations that serve, represent or prov1de services related to trails within a
municipality. :

4. Individual members include any individual mterested in the work of the Council.

5.  Commercial members shall include individuals and businesses that provide trail-

o related goods and services.
B : The Vermont Department of Forests Parks and Recreatlon the Flsh and Wlldhfe
' Department, the Agency of Transportation, the Vermont League of Cities and Towns,
and the National Park Service shall be State-wide members of the Council, are not -
_ required to pay a membership fee, and one representative of each shall have full voting
s Tights.
c. Membershlp quahﬁcatmn questions shall be determined by the Board The staff person
from Forests, Parks and Recreation shall determine placement of members within:
- membership categories. o -
D. Membership fees shall be established by the Board.

-  Article IV - ‘ - e
= Board of Directors ' - _______
A. The Board of Dlrectors of the Council shall consist of the elected ofﬁcers of the Council,
two representatlves from the State-wide members, two representatlves from Regional
members, one from Local/ Community members, and one representatxve at large
' representing Ind1v1dual and Commercial members
The nominating committee shall nominate the ofﬁcers and dlrectors who shall be elected
at the annual meeting.
The Board shaH have the authonty to conduct all the busmess of the Council except as
_provided for in these Bylaws.
~ Vacancies on the Board or an officer vacancy shall be filled by the Board with such
person(s) to serve until the next annual meeting. ‘ ~
The Board of D1rectors shall not be ehglble for any salaried posmons and contracts with
the Councﬂ '

c o w

t

. Article V
* Committees . , -
A.  The Board shall appoint such committees as it deems appropriate.
B The Board Chair shall appoint the nominating committee. It shall consist of four
members and shall be representative of the Council, 1nclud1n° representatives from the
- Board as well as Council members. ~
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Article VI
* Meetings
A.  The Board shall meet at least four times per year. ‘
B. Special meetings of the Board of Council may be called any time by the Chair, by a
petition of at least five members of the Board, or 10% of the Council membership.
C The Secretary shall notify members of regular meetings at least 10 days in advance. The
notice shall include the time, place, and general nature of the business to be transacted.
D The annual meeting of the Council shall be held during the months of April or May.

Article VII

= - Officers

A. The officers of the Council shall be the Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer, all of
whom shall be elected from the membership of the Council.
B. The duties of the officers are as follows: :

1. The Chair shall preside over all meetings of the Council. The Chair shall be, ex-
officio, a member of all committees except a nominating committee. The Chair
shall have the usual powers of supervision and management as may pertain to the
office of the Chair and perform other such duties as may be designated by the

- Council.

2. The Vice Chair shall, in the event of absence, disability, or death of the Chair,
possess all the powers to perform all of the duties of that office until such time as
the Council shall elect one of its members to fill the vacancy. The Vice Chair
shall perform such duties as the Chair may designate.

3. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings of the organization. The
Secretary shall perform such other functions as may be incident to the office.
4.  The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all monies, shall deposit them mn a bank

approved by the Council, and shall disburse the same only upon order of the
Council. The Treasurer shall present statements to the Councﬂ at their regular
meetings and an annual report at the annual meeting.

C. The officers shall be elected for one-year terms from the mem‘bershlp of the Councﬂ at its

annual meeting and shall continue in office until reheved by their successors. Officers
may serve an unlimited number of terms.

~ Article VIIT
= Fiscal
A. The fiscal year shall be from June 1 to May 31.

Article IX
= - Quorum '
A quorum for meetmos shall consist of at least 50% of the members of the Board.

Article X
= Amendments
These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds majority of those members voting on proposals
of amendments made at a duly notified meeting of the Council. Such proposals for amendments
shall be set forth in the notice of the meeting.

Article XI

 Business shall be conducted by the most recent edition of the Roberts Rules of Order.
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: § 442, Ummza_csm

ST

|

T.10 § 441 CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT - Ch. 20
443. Vermont trails system. :
444. Responsibilities of the agency of sws:.& wmmosxnmm.
445, Advisory council designated. : :
:446. Vermont recreational trails fund. .
447.  Coordination with the agency of s.mzmwoﬁmg:.
448.. Landowner liability. [
449,  Relation to o%ma laws.

§ 441, mnmﬁﬁsmsa of E:.ucma . , Lo

(a) In order to provide moammm ﬁogm use and: mSo%BmE.. of %m
outdoor areas of Vermont, to conserve and’ use sgm natural resources
of this state for wmm:E.& and recreational zs_%ommm. and to provide

transportation from one pldce to. mso%ms it is° %&mnmm 'to be the
ﬁoro% of this state to provide the means for EEEEEEW. and improv-
ing a network of trails to be known as. the “Vermont Smmm system.” -
cuv It is the intent of the _mm._m_mgum that trails be mmamgm:mm.
within and without boundaries of state parks and forests and, when
feasible, to interconnect units of the state wmww m:m forest mwmema. as .

well as such fedéral and BE:SU& lands as may be’ mg&owzﬁm.

(c) The mo<m_ov3mzn operation, and maintenance of the: <ou§o=¢ ‘

trails system is declared to be a public purpose and in this context,

. the agency of natural resources eommgg with other mo<m§§m§m_
agencies is authorized to spend public funds for such purposes and to .

accept gifts and mﬂmsem of funds, property, or property rights from

vcEE or E.Emg sources to. _om smmm mS. mzn_a ?:.@ommm Srmwm vaEm- _

gion is mwmimm

(d) It is the intent of the Hmma_mgsm 8 3»535 <9.Eo=qm m:m_-
bility for receiving’ and spending federal funds for trails. .

(e) It is the intent of the legislature that whenever a railroad line
not already owned by the state of Vermont, is proposed for abandon-

ment, and continuation of railroad service is not economically feas-
ible under present conditions, the EmE-om.émw may be dequired by -
. the- state of Vermont for railbanking and interim trail use E&ma;

&532. 58 of eEm 5 I.?Emm waw Zo. NHH Qw& m»mm v. m mm

As used in this osmgmw. : .
(1) “Agency” means the m@msow om.:ms:.& wmmoﬁ,omm. -

(2) :Zozimrs.m% recreational:fuel amxmm: mean state nmx.m@ on ?m_

,cmmm in vehicles on recreational trails or back country. terrain, .
(8) “Trails” mean land used for hiking, walking, bicycling, eross-

country skiing, m:osgogsm. m:-ams.m_z <&:&m E&sm. woammvmow ;

. gy
.

i

, in writing and signed by both parties. The agency or a vmumo?ms.

* : : S . - .A,. _, . . : ' ,, i \\ttl.l,.v

P \ i .

Ch. 20 Ezzoz.__ .=§Fm SYSTEM _. 5 w. N§
riding and other m?mﬁ. mnsﬁaﬂmm. Trails may be used for umoummsg.

: S.mzmvoimsc: and other compatible purposes.
; *(4); “Trails:and memsémwm Council” means the Vermont Trails mzm
. memssm%m Council, Hzof as’ incorporated with the ‘secretary om
o mnﬁm 8 o».mcm..l?wmmm mem. No. 211 Qw& mmmm ), § mm .

mﬁw. <S.Bc=e S.m:m mmeS . L

. The Vermont s.mmm mwmnmg mwmz S:Emﬁ of :Smm E&Smsm_ S.mmm
amaomsﬁmm by the mmmzo% of natural resources with the advice of the
‘greenways council. The : mmms%, with the advice of the council, shall .
establish ecriteria for. H.maoms_sg of. single use and. mrﬁ.& =mm
gm;m.lgg%m Emw Zo. 211 3& mmmm v. 8 28.

w 444. wmmeczm__:_:_a o z:w mmosaw ‘of aw?:.m_ ummcznnam
_The agency of :mgg_ um ou es may::
QV >3=:.m by vﬁ.s:mms ‘the use of any mmnsoz of HEE H.ow gm
vEﬁomm of mmé_ovEm and Eﬁsgsﬁm the Vermont trails, m%mema
-4 Permission shall be mopzz.mm from’ willing land ossmn and shall be

thorized by the agency mrmz ovg: gmsmoésﬁ permission before ¢ mm-.
ngEsm or m__oﬁsm. ,w.s.mnm group to establish a trail across private -
land. The written permission shall contain a clearly, written state:
ment expressing both parties’ Emgm and obligations, SoEm_sm the
obligation to :55@.5 the trail, and the rm_om_% for property mmSmMm
. of personal injury, or U%F.S persons using trails S.mmﬁmm wzumsmﬁ
to this chapter. A dedication or any adverse right shall not : arise ?oB
%m granting of. vmnémm_osas:mmu any enossmnmsnmm:

(2) Acquire by m._mﬂ or purchase, the fee simple absolute E_m or
m:% lesser interest in land, including easements; for the purposes ow
developing and maintaining the Vermont trails m%mema. The agency
‘shall hold rmsammm from:any HEEE% for personal i _EEQ or Eowmiﬂw
: ' damage’ msmgsmm on a trail, subject to the provisions of section 448 .
., .. of this aw%ﬁmﬁ mSN @Eﬁ aridowner from- 4&53 an Ens.mm« has’
a wmmu memimm orconveyed under this subdivision. =~ .
(8) Assign ummvosm&_ra for 8& S.E_ vmﬁ: ommmamse 8. Smr?
mémw 8 m:o%mu mo<m§ iental

a mbo% 8 BmEgE msm Em:mmm :. a.
E:.wommm nosmmmami §§ this:chapter. . . . :
. (4) Qoos&:ﬁm the“abti ties'of all m%ﬁ.sgm:g_ Eim mzm ,co&m

?m« desire to ﬁﬁéevmam ii;the %ﬁ_ovgmi of the, <mw50§ S.E_
%mﬂmﬁ. o _.H_w
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