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learning objectives:
1.  Understand the embodied carbon impact of existing, historic 

buildings.

2.Gain resources on sustainable tactics for renovating historic 
buildings.

3.Learn how to work with the State Historic Preservation Office for 
a smoother process and successful outcome. 

4.Learn how to create a Net Positive renovation while keeping 
the historic integrity.



SET THE STAGE



WHY DOES THIS MATTER?  SCOPE EMISSIONS
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SCOPE EMISSIONS



CRADLE TO GRAVE



EMBODIED CARBON
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EMBODIED CARBON



EMBODIED ENERGY, CARBON, MATERIALS
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HOW HISTORIC TAX 
CREDITS FUNDING 
WORKS







+

20%
=

FEDERAL Historic Preservation Tax Credit





+

25%/35%
=

OHIO Historic Preservation Tax Credit



¶ Annual allocation of $120 million awarded in two 
competitive rounds

¶ Applications divided into three project sizes
¶ Small Projects Ь Roughly $1 million or less in 

Qualified Rehabilitation Expenditures
¶ Intermediate Projects Ь Roughly $1 million to $10 

million in Qualified Rehabilitation Expenditures
¶ Large Projects Ь Over $10 million in Qualified 

Rehabilitation Expenditures

¶ Percentage of allocated funds awarded to each pool, 
per round
¶ Small Projects = 8%
¶ Intermediate Projects = 25%
¶ Large Projects = 67%

Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit



¶ Program is HIGHLY competitive, with resulting economic impact being 
used to score applications and determine which projects are awarded
¶ Over the last three rounds, awards have totaled 39% of the credits 

requested

¶ Maximum credit request is 35% (25% in Cincinnati, Cleveland, and 
Columbus) and total credit per project may not exceed $10 million

¶ $120 million annual allocation (previously $60 million), 35% maximum 
credit request (previously 25%), and $10 million per project maximum 
credit (previously $5 million) are tied to S.B. 225, which is effective for only 
state fiscal years 2023 & 2024.

¶ Program has had a statewide impact, with geographic distribution 
considered as part of scoring

Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit



HTC 
and 
LEED TAX ABATEMENT



OVER THE RHINE



OTR Green Historic Study: AIA Cincinnati Merit Award for Architectural Advancement



OTR Green historic Study: in conjunction with OTRF, Gray & Pape, University of Cincinnati



OTR Green historic Study: 20 person Integrative Design Team



OTR Green historic Study: 2 Design Studios and Seminars



GREENING OVER -THE -RHINE

OTR Green historic Study: all 4 buildings were examples of achieving the stated goals: LEED BD+C, CI, H, Mid Rise, ND



GREENING OVER -THE -RHINE

LEED Certification and Secretary of Interiors for Historic Structures



OVER THE RHINE GREEN Ь HISTORIC STUDY



NPS SUSTAINABILITY GUIDELINES
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WORKING WITH OHPO



Working With the
Ohio State Historic Preservation Office
(Ohio SHPO)


