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BEYOND 34
Recycling and Recovery 

for a New Economy

Beyond 34: Recycling and 

Recovery for a New Economy is a 

multi-stakeholder initiative 

aimed at increasing the current 

34% recycling rate in the United 

States by providing a scalable 

model to increase and improve 

recycling and recovery rates.
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BEYOND34 STATUS

Orlando PilotOrlando Pilot

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

Cincinnati ExpansionCincinnati Expansion

PHASE 1 PHASE 2

Orlando Milestones to Date
• Local champions group formed
• Four local stakeholder meetings 

organized and facilitated with more 
than 100 registered for the most 
recent meeting in February 2019

• Gap analysis and case study report 
published

• More than $100,000 worth of 
implementation projects launched 5

Ju
ly

 2
0
1
9

Ju
ly

 2
0
1
9

BEYOND 34 VISION

Online Tool Development Online Tool Development 



Attributes of Successful

Recycling Programs

1. Recycling education programming (online and outreach)

2. Breadth of recycling options

3. Local policies that support diversion

4. Sufficient and dedicated funding (recycling program and education)

5. Participation among households and businesses

6. Local government leadership and capacity

7. Measurement systems

Resource Recycling Systems, & Public Sector Consultants. (2016, January). Recycling in Michigan: Successful Recycling Programs, Best Practices, and 

Diversion Potential (Rep.). Retrieved https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/480235-14_NEMCOG_FINAL_RECYCLING_REPORT_521916_7.PDF



▷ City Council adopted Green Sustainability Plan

▷ Council establishment of Zero Waste goals and 

benchmarks with funding support

▷ Support of Highest and Best Use hierarchy

▷ Support regional cooperation with local communities

▷ Public / Private cooperative regional ventures

▷ Above 75% participation rate city wide, and above 75% 

material capture focus on residential sector

TOP 12 BEST PRACTICES FROM      

HIGH DIVERSION CITIES



▷ Recycling & Composting Ordinance requiring access to 

recyclables and compostables collection 

▷ Green Building Code synergies coordinated through a 

regional Construction & Deconstruction Ordinance

▷ City Government Construction Recycled Content 

Ordinance requiring recycled content materials to be 

used in public works and improvement projects

TOP 12 BEST PRACTICES FROM      

HIGH DIVERSION CITIES



▷ Recycling economic development focus to support local 

recycling infrastructure (e.g. local green jobs)

▷ Local support for Remanufacturing Hub to host 

companies that reprocess locally generated recyclables, 

compostable, construction materials, reuse materials, etc.

▷ Support of Research & Development in technologies 

(e.g. Design for recyclability)

TOP 12 BEST PRACTICES FROM      

HIGH DIVERSION CITIES



Cincinnati 
Project 34: 

Local Recycling 
Efforts in Cincinnati 
and Hamilton 
County Area
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Hamilton County Diversion

Commercial
38% diversion rate
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Residential
18% diversion

Industrial
73% diversion rate

55,132 tons 

251,391 tons

387,859 tons

645,380 tons

632,195 tons

232,812 tons
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Percent of Waste Landfilled
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57%
22%

21%

Commercial

Residential

Industrial



Source: Advancing Sustainable Materials 

Management: 2015 Fact Sheet, U.S. EPA
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Total U.S. MSW 
Landfilled by 
Material- 2015
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Food Waste 
Composting 
Facilities in 
Ohio



Cincinnati Landfill Characterization
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Paper, 21.2% Plastic, 15.2%

Glass, 4.0%

Metal, 5.0%

Yard 
Waste, 14.3%

Electronics, 1.0%

Food 
Waste, 16.8%

Other, 15.2%

HHW, 0.5%

Textiles, Carpet, 
Mattresses, 6.8%



What Could Have Been Diverted?
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Recyclable
33%

Compostable
30%

Trash
37%
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Recyclable, 
31.2%

Trash, 37.1%

Vegetative 
Food, 10.0%

Compostable 
Paper, 4.8%

Grass, 3.0%

Leaves, 4.0%

Brush, 3.1%

Wood, 5.5%

Other Yardwaste, 
1.3%

Compostable, 
31.7%



19

Compostable, 
31.7%

Trash, 37.1% Paper, 14.8%

Plastic, 3.8%

Glass, 2.7%

Metal, 3.7%

Textiles, 3.8%

Other, 2.3%

Recyclable, 
31.2%
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Food Waste Reduction
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Zero Waste Operations
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Packaging Sustainability
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Engaging our Customers



Project 
Specific 
Brainstorming
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Bob Gedert                                 

Cincinnati Beyond 34, Local Project Manager

Robert.Gedert@gmail.com

512-568-8340

Michelle Balz

Hamilton County Recycling and Solid Waste District, Solid Waste Manager

Michelle.Balz@hamilton-co.org

513-946-7789

Lisa Zwack,                                                   

The Kroger Company, Head of Sustainability

lisa.zwack@kroger.com
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SPEAKER CONTACTS

mailto:Robert.Gedert@gmail.com
mailto:Michelle.Balz@hamilton-co.org
mailto:lisa.zwack@kroger.com


Stephanie Potter

Senior Director, Sustainability & Circular Economy Program

U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation

spotter@uschamber.com 202-463-5936

Lawrence Bowdish 

Director, Research and Issue Networks 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation

lbowdish@uschamber.com 202-463-5790

Bob Gedert 

Cincinnati B34 Local Project Manager 

In association with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation

robert.gedert@gmail.com 512-568-8340
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U.S. CHAMBER FOUNDATION CONTACTS

mailto:spotter@uschamber.com
mailto:lbowdish@uschamber.com
mailto:robert.gedert@gmail.com


www.uschamberfoundation.org/beyond-34-recycling-and-recovery-new-economy
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