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Rudy Needs Our Help 
 

Rudy is one of  the worst cases of  horrific 

neglect we have ever seen. He has a cancerous 

tumor on his upper right eyelid and multiple 

large cancerous tumors on his sheath.  He is a 

kind, gentle 12 year old horse and deserves an 

opportunity for a pain-free, healthy life.  

Together, we can make that possible.  

 

He will need two surgeries; one to remove his 

eye and one to remove the sheath. We felt it 

would be less stressful for Rudy to have both 

surgeries at one time rather than two different 

times.   NC State University is the best 

hospital for these surgeries.  We tried to 

schedule the surgeries as soon as possible, but 

the earliest date we could get him in was 

January 18th.  We may get an earlier date if  

there is a cancellation.  

 

The estimated cost to remove the sheath is 

$3,500 to $5,000. We will need to wait for 

ophthalmology to examine Rudy's eye to get 

an estimate for the eye enucleation. In the past, 

it has cost $500 to $750. With today's prices, 

the cost could be much higher. 

 

HPS is counting on your help.  Any 

contributions will give Rudy the chance he 

needs and is an excellent way to start the New 

Year. 
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2023 New Year’s Resolutions 
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At the start of this New Year, I like to reflect on all I am thankful for at HPS.  I am thankful for each 

and every one of you!  

All of our wonderful donors, we are forever grateful that you contribute.  People from all over the 

country financially help keep HPS going.  As a non-profit, we rely heavily on your contributions to 

keep saving and rehabilitating horses.  Thank you!  

Our wonderful volunteers put in countless hours of hard work at the sanctuary.  No matter what the 

weather may be, blazing hot heat in the summer or freezing temperatures in the winter, you are 

always there to help feed, love, and clean up after them.  With 35 horses, it's a lot of work, and we 

couldn't do it without you. Thank you!  

Others donate gently used items for the horses or buy things off of our wish list and have them 

shipped to our door.  It is like opening a present each time these packages arrive because they are 

much-needed supplies used constantly to keep the horses happy and healthy. Thank you!  

It warms my heart to think of all the generosity you have shown, and it gives me hope that there are 

still good-hearted people in this world. So, however you contribute to HPS, it plays a vital role. We 

couldn't do it without each and every one of you. So, on behalf of the horses and myself, thank you 

from the bottom of our hearts! 

Christina 

Ebee: I will work on my 
attachment issues, but I love       
Scooter so much! 

Nova: I will not follow you 

around to get my butt scratched. 

Dusty: This year I want to 

join a rock band. 
Char: I will consider letting the 

two leggers  put  a halter on me. 
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Chicklet was a very reactive horse who was not keen on human interaction. We were doing 
groundwork at the beginning of the year, and I maybe sat on him a few times. We did saddle 
work and plenty of trust work because he is so quick to react to situations that he feels  
uncomfortable. Just by spending time with him and showing him he could trust me; I set him 
up for a good year! By the end of the year, Chicklet is now starting to be ridden! We have 
only taken a few rides so far; they were not perfect and very short. He knew what to do 
when I asked him to turn because of all the groundwork preparation. I then had to go back 
and touch up on my queue for him to step forward. With simple repetition of a cluck and go, 
he learned that same day how to go forward with vocal commands. We still have a long way to 
go, but small laps around the arena are tremendous signs of progress in training. 

Ginger started the year with little confidence and knowledge. She now has a wonderful solid foundation 

at the walk and trot, is learning to canter, and stops off of just the rider's seat. She has become more 

confident on trails and is now helping teach one of our young volunteers the ropes of the training  

program. 

Silver Bell: Silver has had a problem with bolting and having absolutely no brakes. In 
her past life, her people just got on and made her run, so she didn't know how to go 
slow. She is now learning she can relax and enjoy nice, calm rides with her rider, and 
she is doing very well learning to listen to her rider's seat and not be so stressed the 
entire ride. 

Pecos: My goal is to do at 
least one lap around the arena 

before eating hay all day. 

Red Sky: I will eat my new diet  

blend without complaining. 

Whistler: I will keep licking 

my bowl clean. 

Silver Bell: I will remember the 

arena is not a race track! 

2023 New Year’s Resolutions  

 
 

 2022 What a 
Difference a 
Year Makes 

2023 

With the new year upon us, we can look back at all of the 
progress the horses have made in the training program. All 
of them have grown in different ways, and this is something 
that we should celebrate. Let's look at some of the progress 
the herd has made in training. Some of our Green Beans 
have genuinely come around to being solid riding horses! By: Grace and Lauren 
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2022  What a Difference a Year Makes  2023 

Chuckles: The once troublesome Chuckles has become quite the riding horse! Looking back to the 
beginning of the year, this horse had everything backward. When I asked him to go forward, he 
went back; when I asked to turn left, he went right. One of his biggest problems was the signifi-
cant lack of confidence he had. With this in mind, independence was one of our biggest focuses 
throughout the year. I started him with little steps on his own (in the correct direction) and slowly 
increased until we got where we are today. Now, I ride Chuckles all around, and his confidence is 
strong. He has done arena and canter work and plenty of trail and field riding.  

Gallant started the year slow and boring, but this year has discovered a love for trails (it's  
seriously all he wants to do) and is now going walk, trot, and canter under saddle, as well as  
recently popping over some small jumps for the first time. He loves to explore and is always 
game to go down new trails. 

Red Sky was always a horse who honestly didn't know how to calm down and walk under saddle. 
Of course, she would walk, but you could tell she was chomping at the bit to go (although none of 
our horses, including Red Sky, ride with bits, we use hackamores and sometimes halters). The 
bits may be a contributing factor as to why her old owner called her crazy. However, Red Sky 
wasn't crazy; she simply needed to be taught to relax. It took me a long time to comprehend, and 
I often found myself getting frustrated that she wouldn't relax. I came to learn that my  
behavior was quite contradictory to the goal. Within the year, I slowly worked with Red Sky, 
showing her that it was okay to walk and relax with her head stretched out. Now, Red Sky enjoys 
simple walks on trails and in the arena! It's incredible what we can accomplish when we slow down 
and take the time to work towards our goal little by little. 

Chief: Chief has had a slow and gentle start to his riding career, with lots of groundwork and  
confidence-building exercises. He's now mastering steering, becoming more confident riding off on 
his own, and learning how to handle all kinds of scary things on rides (like the mounting block two 
feet from where it was initially). 

Shinook: Riding Shinook came with many challenges throughout the year. He started being 
quite unstable and off-balanced when riding. His gait was a little floppy, and his movements 
were quite off. After several efforts to treat this horse for EPM and get him in a better 
physical condition for riding, he is back under saddle! Now Shinook goes smoothly and can be 
ridden just about anywhere! His coordination has improved dramatically, and he does  
amazingly well with all gaits. 

Penny started the year with a minor issue of being buddy sour. She was not fond of leaving her friends 
and would be very pushy. She had a hard time standing still and would not calm down. With plenty of 
small steps, I worked on Penny's independence. We started her in the arena with her friends and slowly 
worked her with other horses that weren't her regular friends. Now Penny will stand quite calmly and is 
focused on me instead of other horses. We have worked on her trot and canter, which will improve with 
the new year. I hope to one day jump Penny over small jumps as she has remarkable jumping potential, 
as seen from her groundwork lessons! 

Sunshine: Sunshine has spent the year doing groundwork as she's had some health issues to work 
on before going under saddle. She is confident and handles obstacles of all kinds super well. With 
any luck, she will be able to enter the program as an under saddle horse next spring. 
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Amazon.Smile  
Lynn & Paul Baldwin 

Bank of America 

Wendy Baynard 
Charles L. Beck 

Carol & William Bellinghau-

sen 

Liz & Emma Bergeron 
Margaret Bodie 

Joan S. Bowen 

Donald & Suzanne Brown 
Laura Brown 

Jacqueline Bruno 

Nina & James V. Burton 
Jacqueline Calderon 

Pam & Steven Carlton 

June & Seamus Clancy 
Dianne Doub 

Diane R. Etheridge 

James Evert 

Susan S. Ferguson 
James Gaiser 

Nina Grauer 

Heather Hamilton 
Katie Hamm & B. Raikes 

Kathy A. Haw 

Barbara Hawley 
Dr. Leslie C. Henson 

M. Lisa Higgins & Darren 

Woods 
Donna M. Hipwell 

Mary & Arnold Isaacs Jr. 

Marie & Senter Jackson 
Nancy Kaefer 

Randi Kinney 

Joellyn Kobler 
Catherine Kuhn 

Leslie Kuhn 

Lavender Design Jewelry 

Gerry Layson 
Nancy Leach 

Brittney L.  Liddic 

Ellen Lopez 
Chuck Marckwardt 

Jan & Edward Marckwardt 

Michelle Marckwardt 
Sarah Marckwardt 

Mary L. McNeilly 

Elaine & Mario Merida 
Carolyn J. Miller 

Gail & David  Miller 

Debbie O. & Mike Morris 

S. Emily Nantz 
Lorraine & Frank Newton 

Mike & Allison Norton 

Shannon O'Connor 
Pay Pal giving fund 

Gerald & Lisa Jordan- 

Pearce 
Joan G. Peck 

Paula C. Phillips 

Susan Pittman 
Casey Plouffe 

Susan & James Prudhomme 
Marguerite Ranieri 

Betty & Harold Rhoads  

Jo Anne Sanford 
Mary Jo Scarlette 

Dr. Robert H. Schantz 

Sharan S. Shively 

Tacy K. Smith & J.R. 
Schermerhorn 

Laura L. & William Stafford 

Standard Euler, Inc 
Elaine Towner 

John Vinal 

Timothy W. Walsh 
Glenda S. Walters 

Ryan Ward 

Myra Warren 
Maliene Williams 

Steve Williamson 

Lisa & Doug Wood 

 

In honor of Benny & Ann Seagle. By Tiffany Ferebee 

To my husband, the best and most giving person.  By Ellen Lopez 

In honor of Judy Cashwell. By Gail Miller 

In loving Memory of my kitty, Chip. From feral to my best buddy for at least 15 years. By Elaine Towner 

In Loving Memory of Samantha Kuhn. By Catherine Kuhn 

In memory of Samantha Kuhn.  By Leslie Kuhn 

Many folks have send a donation in honor of Samantha’s life.   
We thank them for caring. 

 

Thank You for Caring! 



Horse Protection Society  

2135 Miller Road 

China Grove, NC 28023 

Donation From: ___________________________ Phone#____________ Address _________________________________________ 

City ___________________    State _____  Zip ____________  Email address ____________________________________________               

$_____________General Use,   $_____________ Monthly Angel Sponsor,  $______________ Health Expenses,  $__________  

Membership—single $35 _______________  Membership—Family $50 ________________ 

Whom would you like to receive your Honor, Memorial,  (please circle one)? 

Name: ______________________________________      Email address_________________________________________________  

Phone ______________ Address _____________________________________City ________________ State ______ Zip ________  

Your message for the newsletter:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

You can help support our efforts to save horses by 
providing your email address to us at: 

hps@horseprotection.org 
This will save money in printing & postage. 

THANK YOU! 

Address Correction Requested 
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Tax Notices  

HPS will send each contributor a no-
tice listing the total contributions do-
nated through the end of December 
2022. 
Watch for the envelope with a TAX 
NOTICE on the front. You should re-
ceive your Tax Notice before the end 
of January.  
We will share some of our anticipated 
elective expenses in the first quarter 
of 2023. We would appreciate any 
additional help from you to fulfill the 
anticipated expenditures.  

Name _______________________________________ 

Address______________________________ 

City_________________________Zip_______ 

Number of Calendars _____ X $15.00 = $__________ 

plus postage $3.50  ($15.00 if picked up at HPS) 

2023 Calendars are a 

great way to enjoy the 

horses all year round! 

Order your 2023 Calen-

dar for only $15.00 plus 

$3.50 Postage cost.   

NEW YEAR  SALE—$15.00 


