
     It still shocks me to see a 
horrifically starved horse that I 
know is going to die if we can-
not get them out right away.  
This poor horse had signs of 
extreme diarrhea, and his tail 
and legs were covered with 
dried manure.  The poor boy 
was so weak that he could not 
swish his tail.  The muscles had 
been reabsorbed and he had a 
body score of a low one.   
          The owner said he would 
not eat hay, but there was no sign of feed or salt and mineral blocks on the prop-
erty.  The horse lived in a small field area with some high grass that was going to 
seed and no shelter.  Walking through the area the lower soft grass was all eaten, 
leaving only the tough seed stalks.  The owner told us that Animal Control had 
come out a number of times about the horse.  The owner told Animal Control 
that the horse was under veterinarian care, but nothing was being done about the 
pathetic horse that was slowly starving to death.  The owner had the unmitigated 
gall to tell me that he had been worse in the past.   
     The owner had dumped the horse on a family member that knows little to 
nothing about caring for a horse. The family member was relying on the owner 
to provide the feed.  That was not happening!  Oh, by the way, there are two 
more horses on the property, a bred mare and her non-gelded 2 year-old brother. 
The colt is very small for his age. The mare is dripping milk,           (Cont pg 2) 

Mane Event  ~ by Katie Muir 

     The 4th annual Mane Event fundraiser was held Saturday May 30th at the 
Speedway Club, Lowe’s Motor Speedway. We would like to thank Pat Heiss, the 
Director of Special Events at LMS, and her staff for again doing such a great job. 
On Friday, with the help of HPS members, we were able to decorate and organ-
ize over 200 items that were donated for the auction. Joyce & Ted Hixon did a 
wonderful job collecting items for the auction.  
     When guests arrived on Saturday evening, they were met with the smiling 
faces of HPS members. The room was surrounded by green covered tables that 
displayed the silent auction items. The stark white dining tables were a nice con-
trast and were decorated with pictures & stories of the horses currently at HPS.   
There were also monitors playing a special slide show of the horses that have/
will benefit from the money raised at The Mane Event. Saturday evening was all 
about the horses!                                                                             (cont pg 3) 
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    Project day:   
June 13th - 9:30 AM to 
3:30 PM 

    Potluck lunch.  Please 
come join in the fun!  We 
have a couple of construc-
tion projects - replace the 
fasteners on the stall 
fronts,  remove the fronts of  
two stalls so they can be 
used to store equip-
ment.  Please bring weed 
eaters and tools for work-
ing in the flower beds and 
weeding.  
 

ATTENTION MANE 
EVENT ATTENDEES 

 Would the person who 
accidently received the 
Sapphires and Diamond 
Ring item #213 please re-
turn it to HPS or call 
Joanie for the bid amount 
and payment arrange-
ments.  THANK YOU! 

     Just In Time!      By Joanie Benson 

   Adele Goodman, Artist 



     About the time I think I have heard all of 
the stupid, ridiculous things that horse breed-
ers will do to get rid of unwanted horses I am 
shocked into reality;  there will always be a 
new unbelievable action done by a breeder.   
A breeder of paint horses had a colt born with 
no color, and when the poor little thing was 
just eight months old gave it to a HOMELESS 
family.  I have no words to express what I 
think of someone who cares so little for a liv-
ing creature.  Unbelievable!!   
     We found this horse a year later living in 
an approximate eight by ten foot fenced in 
area with tarps flapping that freaked him out 
when the wind blows.  The tiny area was just 
mud.  The fence was attached to a condemned 

trailer house where the people were living.  (They may have been squatters on the property.)  He is so little for 
being 19 months old. The lack of exercise along with improper diet has affected his development.   
     He was sent directly to Tamara Eichorn’s stable to be gelded and for his after care.  The gelding procedure 
took place with no problems and he is recovering fine.  Tamara told me, “It was such a joy to see him run in an 
open field the first time.”  What a novel experience that must have been for him after his year of confinement 
in a tiny muddy area!  Needless to say, he loves meal time!  He has already started to grow; adding height to 
his stunted status.  He will have a chance to pick a name when he comes to the sanctuary.                      (cont pg 3) 
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(Just in Time Cont pg 1)  but not due to foal until August.  Because their body conditions were not terrible, there is 
nothing that can be done to get them out of the very bad situation.  I suggested to the property owner that they 
make the owner responsible for the horses; or they should have the horses removed from their property.  The 
property owner is afraid of the two horses that were left behind.   
     Firelight will pull your heartstrings.  He is either very old; or in the past has had his front teeth filed down 
to make him look younger.  This is an old horse trader’s trick; they will even fill in the cavity above the eyes 
with a syringe full of air to make the horse look younger than it is.  Once the front teeth have been filed, the 
teeth will continue to erupt and make the horse look older than it really is.  We might be able to tell his age 
better when he is strong enough to have dental work done and we can get a look at the back molars.   
     Firelight is too weak to have a full trim of his hooves.  We had to have one back hoof done since it was so 
long that is was causing tendon issues.  There were at least two soles and the bottom was full of abscess and 
thrush.  
     It took several days to get the diarrhea stopped and for Firelight to get strong enough to eat hay.  He has 
started to gain a little weight and we are hopeful of a full recovery.   He is so shaggy with old shedding hair, 
but there is no new growth of hair underneath the old stuff.  His recovery is going to continue until his body is 
able to grow hair and protect him from the sun.  The fungus is almost totally cleared up and it does not seem to 
have done any permanent damage.  Everyone has grown attached to Firelight.   He softly nickers as the feeders 
arrive, reminding them to hurry up with his meal. 
     Firelight loves attention and would be delighted with an Angel Sponsor who could visit him from time to 
time.   

    Unbelievable!      By Joanie Benson 
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(Unbelievable cont pg 2)     This is where this story takes another sickening turn.  Poor starved Red Cloud came 
from the same breeder!  There is nothing that can be done to put the breeder out of business except for people 
to be very consciences about only buying horses from reputable breeders who register all of their foals.  Better 
yet, bypass the backyard breeders and get a horse from a rescue!    
       Update: The new gelding has become friends with Freedom and both will be coming to the sanctuary 
shortly.  Freedom went to Tamara’s for a little riding tune-up.  He had a strange fear of other horses coming 
close to him when he was under saddle.  He is working though this and doing much better around other sad-
dled horses.    

Sarah Britt asked for donation to help the horses in lieu of presents for her 9th birthday.  By Lisa 
Mauriello 
 
Sarah Britt asked her friends and family to donate to HPS and help build shelter for the horses in lieu of 
presents for her ninth birthday.  Thank you Sarah. 

 
In Memory of our big boy,  

Shenandoah.       by Sybil P. Athey 

 

In Memory of Goldie.  

 By Crystal Hardee 

In Honor of Gail Shinn's 61st birthday, April 27.  By Brenda Hepler 
In Honor of Amber Hozey's birthday May 31st. 
In Honor of David & Matha Lane.  By Kimberly Lane 
In Honor of Sarah Britt's ninth birthday.  By Victoria Zimmerman 
In Honor of Bright Angel.  By Tammy Pritchard 
In Honor of my wife, Alice Bischoff, for Mother's Day.  By Robert Bischoff 

(Mane event cont pg 1)  Despite the tough economic times, over 200 guests attended the event.  While enjoying a 
delicious dinner, guests engaged in light conversation, lots of laughter, and bidding on the silent auction items. 
Gayle Canon (Event Coordinator) thanked Joyce and Ted Hixon for their continued generosity to HPS. She 
also commented on the great accomplishments HPS has had in the past year. We have started a successful 
training program and established a nationally recognized Stallion to Gelding Support (SGS) program. Suzie 
Lurz, Director of SGS, attended the event with 20 of her closest friends. Everyone had a wonderful time! 

Once dinner and the silent auction were finished, Bill Mintz, of Toastmasters, started to emcee the Live 
Auction. One live auction item was a pastel of Barbaro, done by local artist Adele Goodman. This breathtaking 
portrait was 16” x 20” and took Ms. Goodman over 30 hours to complete. Several of the guests who attended 
this year, came with the sole purpose of viewing & bidding on this item alone. We can not thank Ms. Good-
man enough for her contribution of this magnificent portrait that truly captured the heart of this wonderful 
horse!  

Words can not express how thankful we are to those who worked, attended, and supported The Mane 
Event. A special thank you to The Mane Event sponsor, Greenfield Feed NC with Progressive Nutrition; their 
line of concentrated equine feeds and supplements provide high quality nutrition for our horses. Joyce & Ted 
Hixon have donated countless hours and items to HPS and without them, The Mane Event would not be what it 
is each year. Bill Mintz did a great job encouraging guest, raising funds, and adding entertainment for the eve-
ning! Of course, there are no words for what Joanie Benson has done for the past ten years with HPS. She has 
dedicated her heart & soul to the horses and has impacted countless lives – both human and equine.  

With the money raised, we are able to care for the 43 horses currently at HPS as well as rescue, reha-
bilitate and place countless more. Tom Brokaw once said, “It's easy to make a buck. It's a lot tougher to make a 
difference.” You have made a difference in the horse’s lives and for that we are truly thankful! 



Alex & Carolyn Alexander 
Cindy & Tom Alvarado 
Cindy Amori 
Theodosia Arkus 
Sybil P. Athey 
(Pegi) Margaret S. Atma 
Deborah Baker 
Sandra Baker 
Jami & Alan Bartolucci 
Peggy & Tom Bebonitte 
Julia C. Bemis 
Joan Benson 
Jane B. & John Billingsley 
Alice L. & Robert Bischoff 
Helen & John Bishop 
Judy Blackmon 
George Blackwelde 
Sandra J. & Melvin E. Boaz 
Jill Walton Bogage 
Teresa M. & John A. Bonk 
Ken & Bev Boyd 
Linda Braund 
Holly, David & Sarah Britt 
Diane & T.F. Brown 
Linda T. Brown 
Rachel Brown 
Jessica Cammarano 
Gayle Price Cannon 
Patricia Castiglia 

Frances & Billy Caudle 
Maria (Mieke) & Peter 
Chalmers 
Pam & Steve Chandler 
Shawn Cherry 
Alan B. Church 
Kathryn  Clancy 
Yvette Collins 
Kay Coltrain 
Mary Cooper 
Elizabeth Creviston 
Heidi Crowley 
Patricia L. Curran 
Rita T. Curran 
Spunky Dagenhart 
Leonard P. Dagesse 
Sandy Daily 
Kathleen J Davis 
Leatrice Davis 
Julia & Keith Deltano 
Damon Detmer 
Lisa & Phil Dietzenbach 
Carol & Gary Dixon 
Paula L. Dobbins 
Todd & Jodi Douthit 
Dennis C. Downing Jr.  
Lori Drake 
Ronda H. Duncan 
Margaret E. Dunham 
Nancy W. Dunham 

Monthly Donations & Contributors 
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On Behalf of every life at the sanctuary, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to 
everyone who purchased a Mane Event ticket or made a donation to the Event.  I also need 
to thank everyone who continually gives to the horses on a monthly basis.  For without 
your generosity, we would not be able to help save God’s creatures.  Thank You and May 
the Lord Bless You. 

Donation From: ___________________________ Phone#____________ Address _______________________________ 
City _____________ State _____  Zip ________  Email address ________________________ 
Please use my donation for: $_____New Barn Fund   $____General Use  
Angel Sponsor: $20 for 1 month    $60 for 3 months   $120 for 6 months  $240 for 1 year 
Whom would you like to receive your Honor, Memorial, or Angel Sponsor (please circle)? Name: _____________________ 
Phone _____________ Address ___________________________City ___________ State ____ Zip ______  
Email address______________________________ Would you like the above recipient to receive “Over Herd” -  Yes    No 
Your message for the newsletter: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
**Any donation is appreciated.  Please make your check payable to Horse Protection Society. **For a $25 or more do-
nation, the named person can receive “Over Herd” for 1 year. Mail completed form to:  
Horse Protection Society, 2135 Miller Road, China Grove, NC 28023 

Tamara & David Eichorn 
 Eller Diesel Truck & Trailer 
Repair 
Janet & Lou Elmo 
Tony England 
D. T. Etheridge 
Diane Etheridge 
Marsha W. Evans 
Dean & Pat Featherstone 
Mark Fortner 
R. B. Fortner 
G & M Milling Co. c/o Nancy 
McNeely 
Karin Gay 
Deanna D. Godfrey 
Itice & Ted Goldthorpe 
Adele M. Goodman 
Brenda Goodman 
Vicki Gordon 
Dan & Linda  Gordon, DG 
Family Foundation 
John & Shirley Gough 
GreenField Feed NC, LLC 
Suzanne E. Griffin 
Allie & Tommy Hall 
Peggy & Brantley Hall 
Tina L. Hamlin 
Ron & Melissa Hannah Ca-
denza Granite 
Crystal J. Hardee 

Betsy & Zeb Hargett Jr. 
Margaritha Harmaty 
Myron B. Harmaty 
Ann Harrison 
Ann Charlot H. Harvey 
Kathy Haw 
Mark & Sandra Hawkins 
Charles & Brenda Hemperley 
Eddie Hendrix  
Shirley, Keith & Isaac Hengel 
Dr. Leslie C. Henson 
Brenda Hepler 
Joyce Hixon 
Ben & Jane Holeman 
Christel P. Honeycutt 

Callie & Elizabeth 
raised funds to 
help the horses.  
Thank you. Your 

special. 



Quote of the Month: 
 
If your horse says no, you either 
asked the wrong question, or asked 
the question wrong.  ~Pat Parelli 
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Julie Hornburg 
Amber S. Hozey 
Tracey Hubert 
Cheryl Huges 
Doug Isham 
Patricia M. Jaap 
Pat Jackson 
Beth Jenkins 
Mary & Peter Jurgel 
Jennifer Keeter 
Lisa G. Kiker 
Rachel King 
Alison G. Kingsley 
Nancy Kirkner 
Victoria  Kiser-Breece 
Abby Kluttz 
Janie Kluttz 
Laura M. Knight 
Deborah Knoblock 
Sara L. Kobs 
Dorothy Kobs 
Erinn Koonce 
Kurt Kostur, Universal Orlando Resort 
Susan Kotraba 
Doris & Mike Lane 
Kimberly Lane 
Judy & Mike Legrett 
Betty B. & Floyd Lentz 
Barry Lewis 
Beverly Lobdell c/o Dell Corporation 
Katherine B. Lofgren 
Wolfgan, Theresa & Marcus Lohrmann 
Sulena & Richard Long 
Susie Lurz 
Tracy Magliocco 
Kathy & Ken Maroney 
Robyn Martin 
Rudy Maschke 
Michelle & Tim Masud 
Lisa Mauriello 
Brenda K. Maxfield 
Tom & Roberta McCardle 

Cindy A. McEwen 
Elaine & Mario Merida 
Elizabeth A. Milam 
Helen H. Miller 
Norma B. & James Miller 
Barbara B. Moore 
Cathy & Doug Morris 
Debbie O. Morris 
Sharen Motley 
Katie Muir 
Lisa M. Murray 
Lisa Muse 
Tracy Berry Neely 
Wendy Neustrup 
Nancy & Frank Newton 
Jamie & Roger Nix 
Shirley Nolan 
Millie & Andrew Norris 
Carolyn Oliver 
Jayne Ortiz 
Christine Palmer 
Brent Peshina & guest 
Allan Pletcher 
Melissa Pletcher 
Tom & Mary Pletcher 
Rachel Pope 
Tammy Pritchard 
Susan H. Prudhomme 
Liz & Franklin E. Rader 
Tom Raymond 
Dottie Rebhan 
Jackie Register 
Judy M. Reuter  
Elizabeth C. Richardson  
Lynn C. Richardson 
Holly & John Robbins 
Julie Roberts, Concord Parkway Animal 
Hospital 
Christian & Christine Roedlich, Eques-
train Center 
Adele & Clarence Roseman 
Jo & Mick Rowell 
Edward J. Ruschli, Jr. 
Mika Ryan 
Kim P. Sabatini 
Cynthia & Earnest Sackett Jr. 
Libby & Harry Saunders 
Patricia & Howard Schaeffer 
Joni Scown 
Harriet Seabrook 
Lisa C. Sherman 

Lynn Obester Sherrill c/o Lake Wylie 
Tax Service  
Gail Shinn 
Susan A. Shinn 
Robin Shue 
Angie & Todd Shuping 
Katie Simmons 
Gina & Joe Simpkins 
Marty, Allison, & Stephanie Sims & 
Lucy Stryker 
Lisa M. Slatt 
Ashley J. Smith 
Jean Smith 
Laura M. Smith 
Sharon & Jerry Smith 
Sharon R. Smith 
Sheila Smith 
Tracy K. Smith 
Robin E.  Smith, DVM 
Andy Snyder 
Dawn M & Robert G Steffman, II 
Cindy W. Stroud 
Clara Swallows 
Fred Tomkinson 
Elaine D. Towner 
Steve Underwood 
John Vinal 
Sarah Walentine 
Timothy W. Walsh 
Mary Walters 
Michael & Suzanne Webb 
Suzanne H. Weber 
Barbara G. White 
Beryl Wilson  
Elaine Wilson 
Gail. & P. Wilson 
Shelagh A. Winter 
Gabreile (Yela) Wirthmann 
Judy & Larry Witmer 
Brenda S. & Butch Woodward 
Danae & Russell Woodward 
Kim Wrenn 
Shirley A. Wright 
Linda Yarrington 
Donna L. & Steven D. York 
Cole & Sherry Young 
Victoria C. Zimmerman 
Nancy Zuilkowski 

Keep up the GREAT work that you 
are doing.  Please give my little Jelly 

Bean a big hug of Allie and me.   
From Tommy Hall 

In Memory of my cousin, Terry 
Sims, who lost her brave and 

courageous fight with lung cancer 
on 4/24/09.  

By Gail Wilson 



Making the World a Better Place for Horses 

It is the mission of the Horse Protection Society of North Carolina Inc. to 
make the world a better place for horses through education, rescue and 
rehabilitation. 

Founded by Joan Benson and incorporated in 1999, we continue to reach 
out and to grow.  We are always seeking new members. 

HPS is a fully incorporated 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations.  Your dona-
tions are the main source of income to support the sanctuary and are eligi-
ble for tax deduction. 

HPS OFFICERS  
President        Kathy Haw  704-782-0390 kahaw@us.ibm.com    
Treasurer      Kari Fingerlow    704-756-7375  karifingerlow@aol.com 
Secretary     Shirley Hengel    704-799-3435   shengel@bizjournals.com 
Executive Director    Joanie Benson     704-855-2978   hps@horseprotection.org 
Newsletter     Sandy Daily      704-279-0427   sdaily@carolina.rr.com 
Web Administration     Deborah Baker   704-855-1267   de_bakre@yahoo.com  
Web Administration    Stephanie Maleady  704-560-9712   slmaleady@windstream.net 
Medical Needs      Katie Muir  508-527-4314 kmuir@jrmracing.com   
Stallion to Gelding Support Susie Lurz  336-973-5501  slurz1@aol.com  
Café Press      Kathy Haw     704-782-0390   kahaw@us.ibm.com 
Pet Finders     Heather & Ian Yarnot  704- 779-2908   ian_yarnot@hotmail.com             
Historian      Angie Shuping    704-637-6042   shupingangela@yahoo.com 
Riding Program Coordinator Katie Simmons  704-904-7709 KSIM7300@ctc.net 
Equine Placement Review Heidi Crowley  704-636-1191 highd45acp@bellsouth.net 
  

Horse Protection Society  
2135 Miller Road 
China Grove, NC 28023 
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2135 Miller Road 

China Grove, NC 28023 

Phone: 704-855-2978 
              Email: 
hps@horseprotection.org 

Check out our Website: 

www.horseprotection.org 


