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QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

Anza & Mojave Back at the Ranch ~by Joanie Benson 
Years ago I received a phone call reporting two abandoned horses 
in Huntersville. The gentleman that called had his business next to 
the property and trimmed the terribly overgrown property line. To 
his extreme surprise, when he looked past the old deserted house, 
there were two horses in the field. He had been in this location for 
years and had never seen anyone come or go to care for the 
horses. He and his daughter bought horse feed and over the next 
few days fed the horses while they tried to figure out what to do. 
Someone suggested that they call HPS.   

We found two underweight horses with 
horrifically overgrown hooves. With a few well-placed phone calls I was 
able to locate the owner of the property. The elderly owner lived in Char-
lotte and was horror stricken that the horses were still on her property. She 
evicted the owner years before for nonpayment of the field rental and no 
one had lived in the house for many years. The property had been sold 
and was closing soon. The purchaser was ready to develop the land as 
soon as it closed. I contacted the Huntersville police department and in-
formed them of the problem. I told them I was going to try and find the 
horses’ owner and had permission from the property owner to remove the 
horses. The only thing the property owner could remember about the 

owner of the horses was her first name and that she once worked part 
time for a newspaper. I was able to track her down after a couple of 

days. I called the police and told them to expect a call from the owner saying “my horses have been 
stolen” because we had already brought the horses to the sanctuary.  The police informed the owner 
that they may charge her with abandonment.      ...Con’t on Page 2 

Mojave is showing a typical EPM stance 

Shoshoni Returns ~by Joanie Benson 
This has been a bad month because horses that were adopted 
have come back to the sanctuary. When Shoshoni had first come to 
the sanctuary, it was due to abuse. Her owner was new to horses 
and one day she stepped on his foot and he got so mad that he 
slammed her in the pastern with his heavy boot. He then put her in 
her stall. Days and then weeks went by and still she was locked up 
with no care and little food. Even in her stall it was obvious she was 
lame on the leg he had kicked. A friend of the owner did not know 
anything about horses either, but knew that the way she was being treated was not right. The owner 
was then going to send her off to the auction. The friend could not stand it any longer and called 
HPS. He proposed to buy the horse and bring her to us. We agreed to take her if he could arrange 
to buy her. When she arrived Shoshoni had high ringbone and was 
very lame. Through good care, she recovered and is still sound today.  
      Shoshoni left HPS five years ago for a new home. Over the years 
she was cared for at a boarding stable. Her new people loved her 
dearly, but seldom had her under saddle. Her person enjoyed playing 
with her, brushing her and grooming her. She received a saddle for a 
Christmas gift as a promise to ride her, but things with her people 
were changing financially and spending time with Shoshoni became a 
problem.  
      Over the last few months the stable itself kept wavering on 
whether they would continue or close. During this period Shoshoni did 
not receive the same quality of care that the stable had been provid-
ing previously. She lost weight. Not too                 ...Con’t on page 2 

Project morning, June 
14th. Starting at 8:00 am 
to 12:30 and then a pot-
luck lunch.   

We are going to be work-
ing to get the horses into 
their new barn.  There is 
cleanup needed and 
fences to be put up.   

Please email or phone the 
sanctuary if you plan to 
come. It is pot luck lunch 
so please let us know 
what dish you will be 
bringing.  

Please come lend a hand 
to help get the horses in 
their new barn.  

Looking for an easy 
way to help HPS? 
Print this newsletter and 
hang a copy in the break-
room at your office.  
Spreading the word about 
HPS is a huge help to us.  

 "The question is not, Can 
they reason? nor, Can 
they talk? but, Can they 
suffer?"  
~Jeremy Bentham  
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Reminders: 
~Thank you to those that 
have allowed us to email 
the newsletter. If there is 
anyone else that would 
enjoy receiving Over 
Herd via email, please let 
us know. This saves HPS 
precious pennies! 
 
~Your help is always wel-
come at the ranch. 
Please contact Joanie if 
you are able to come out 
to volunteer some of your 
time. Get out in the fresh 
air, move around, learn 
something, love on some 
amazing animals, and 
bond with your family. 
 
~If you prefer to send a 
gift card donation in lieu 
of monetary donations 
Tractor Supply Company  
and Staples are great 
choices. We get many 
supplies at both loca-
tions. 
 
~There are many 
horses that are ready 
for their new home. 
Please spread the word 
to as many people as 
possible about HPS and 
the wonderful animals 
ready for new families. 
Check our updated web-
site for photos and de-
scriptions or better yet, 
come see them in per-
son! 

Mojave was in very poor shape and we quickly realized he could not eat. His teeth in the back 
were so long it was too painful for him to chew. We like for horses to gain some weight before 
we do teeth, but in this case it was an emergency or he would die from starvation. Anza and 
Mojave recovered quickly from their years of neglect. One of our folks that was helping at the 
sanctuary wanted both of them. They were with her for three years. Mojave, now 31 years old, 
came back to HPS thin and suffering from EPM and we are working hard to help him recover. 
Anza is younger at 21 years old and is in good body condition. She is a wonderful riding horse, 
and we hope to be able to find her a new home.   

Anza & Mojave ...Con’t from page 1 

bad, but enough to cause us to put her on an increased feed. We were concerned about her 
worming and took care of that right away. Within a couple of days, we noticed that her gums 
were yellow. A full blood panel was done and it showed her liver was a little off. The additional 
tests to look more closely at her liver did not show any problems. We are just going to have to 
watch her closely. Milk thistle has been added to her feed to help aid her liver. We are very 
hopeful that we can straighten her out and be able to place her in another home soon. Shoshoni 
is a beautiful friendly horse and we hope to be able to put her back under saddle soon. 

Shoshoni Returns   ...Con’t from page 1 

Keep Those Aluminum Beverage Cans Rolling!   
~by Roberta McCardle 
 
A "Cherub thank you" (that's a big one!) to all the kind folks who collect aluminum beverage cans 
for HPS and transport them to the ranch collection area (AKA Can City).  On a sunny Saturday a 
couple of weeks ago Tom and I took a huge load of cans over to the salvage yard -- 228 pounds to 
be exact.  What did we get?  A nice check to HPS for $ 114!  Isn't that great?  It's a win-win.  We 
are making some money to help support our beloved horses AND we're recycling and keeping the 
cans out of a landfill.  The real heroes in this are the folks who save their beverage cans and who 
also involve their co-workers, family, friends, and neighbors in this.  We have one dear lady who 
gets cans out of the large trash containers at the plant where she works.   If you are not already 
helping with this effort, please consider doing so.  If the horses could speak, they would say, "Thank 
you for caring about us enough to help!"  (NOTE:  This only involves aluminum beverage cans.  The 
salvage yard does not take cat food cans, pie containers, etc.)  

The Mane Event  ~by Margaret Kennedy 
     On Saturday, May 31, we held our 3rd annual Mane Event fundraiser at the Speedway Club 
(Lowe’s Motor Speedway.) Nearly 200 tickets were sold, and the receipts at the end of the night 
totaled more than $36,000! 
     On Friday, May 30, HPS volunteers loaded more than 300 items into the Speedway Club for 
the silent and live auctions. These items, donated by Joyce Hixon, were unpacked, put together, 
and arranged neatly on tables. 
     Then Saturday, the results of everyone’s hard work came together nicely. After perusing all of 
the silent auction items (and bidding), we all enjoyed a lovely dinner. Deborah Baker presented, 
with thanks, a dozen red roses to Joyce Hixon, for all of her work and incredible donations to HPS. 
After the silent auction was closed, our volunteers gathered and tallied all of the bids. Donnie 
Pressley, the Director of Merchandising with the syndicated radio program “The John Boy and 
Billy Big Show,” emceed the lively live auction of items. 
     During the entire evening, a photo show featuring the horses at HPS was played over several 
monitors in the room. There was a lot of mingling and lots of laughter among old friends and new. 
A fine time was had by all! 
     We will use some of the funds raised to help pay for a covered hay feeder for the horses. The 
new hay feeder will cut down on the amount of hay that is wasted, a much needed help with round 
hay bales now at $45. Some of the funds will help pay for our brand new barn which is almost 
ready for the horses. And some of the funds will help in the daily care of our 45 horses. 
     There are so many people to thank— Joyce and Teddy Hixon, Joanie Benson, Donnie 
Pressley, Pat Heiss with the Speedway Club, the HPS volunteers, our Mane Event sponsor Fiona 
Ritchie Productions, and of course all of our fantastic patrons, who once again, came through for 
us in a big way. We can’t thank you enough for your continued support and generosity. THANK 
YOU! 
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Donation From: ___________________________ Phone#____________ Address _______________________________ 
City _____________ State _____  Zip ________  Email address ________________________ 
Please use my donation for: $_____New Barn Fund   $____General Use  
Angel Sponsor: $20 for 1 month    $60 for 3 months   $120 for 6 months  $240 for 1 year 
Whom would you like to receive your Honor, Memorial, or Angel Sponsor (please circle)? Name: _____________________ 
Phone _____________ Address ___________________________City ___________ State ____ Zip ______  
Email address______________________________ Would you like the above recipient to receive “Over Herd” -  Yes    No 
Your message for the newsletter: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
**Any donation is appreciated.  Please make your check payable to Horse Protection Society. **For a $25 or more 
donation, the named person can receive “Over Herd” for 1 year. Mail completed form to:  
Horse Protection Society, 2135 Miller Road, China Grove, NC 28023 

HPS runs on monthly donations. We cannot do this without your support! Thank you. 

Monthly Donations 

Sara Adrian, Kristine Albertson, Anne & James Allison, Cindy Amori, Theodosia Arkus, Sybil P. Athey, Laurie Bailey, Laurie Baker, Sandra Baker, Susan Kay 
Baker, Gail L. Batchelor, John & Julie Bauchman, Patricia Bauchman, Joan Benson, Val & Dale Berns, Judy Blackmon, Gary R. Blalock, Teresa & John Bonk, 
James Boon, Linda Booth, Bobbie & Arthur Bowen III, Beverly Bentz & Ken Boyd, Annette (Gail) Bradley, Linda Braund, Karen Breth, Catherine & K.A. Briggs, 
Mary Britt, Patricia S. Broderick, April Brogan, Andrew Brown, Rachel Bastarache Brown, Jeff T. & Kimberle A. Burton, Lisa Busko, Melissa Butler, Dave & 
Libby c/o Global Light Network, Patricia Cade, Gayle  & Gene Cannon, Suzanne W. Casey, Judy Cashwell, Patty Castiglia, Frances & Billy Caudle, June B. 
Cauthen, Evon Chalk, Amanda H. Christie, Karla Christy, Alan B. Church, Nancy H. Clark, Barbara B. Clayton, Karen Cloninger Properties, Julie & Terry Coats, 
Dale Cobingon, Ed & Zana Coker, Karen Cole, Linda Cole, Country Ride Saddlery, Claire & John Collie III, Kay Coltrain, Barbara A. Comito, Courtney Conder & 
Mark Jessop, Susan & Phillip Conlon, Holly Connelly, Barbara Conrad, Linda Cox, Donnie Cox, Heidi Crowley, Ruth Crumpton, Patricia L. Curran, Rita Curran, 
Emily Cusick, Spunky Dagenhart, Sandy D. & Frank Daily, Lynn Davidson, Joshua Davis, Kathleen J Davis, Leatrice S. Davis, Sandra Dermer, Dawn Detgen, 
Nicole DiBona, Brenda M. Diener, Jodi & Todd Douthit, Rhonda Duncan, Margaret Dunham, Nancy Dunham, Debra C. Eident, Janet G. & Lou Elmo, Diane 
Etheridge, Mr. Bill Eutsler, Dr. Jonathan & Sara Featherston, William L. Fingerlow, Lisa Fisher, Kathy Fletcher, Dale Jr. Foundation, Greg Francus, Kathleen 
Francus, Jan Freshwater, Joan & Erling Frivold, Eliabeth A. Galen, Charlotte T. Gill, Catherine Glover, Adele M. Goodman, Brenda M. Goodman, Dan & Linda 
& Vicki Gordon, Kathy Coyle & Leanne Graves, Lisa Griffin, Lisa Hachey, Debra Hager, Janet L. Hall, Tina L. Hamlin, Christy Hamrick, April Hanlon-Neff, Ron & 
Melissa Hannah Cadenza Granite, Betsy & Zeb Hargett Jr., Miriam Harris, Ann & James Harvey, Kathy Haw, Mark & Sandra Hawkins, Liza Hazlett, Kathleen 
M. Hefner, Charles & Brenda Hemperly, Dina Henry, Dr. Leslie C. Henson, Brenda Hepler, Ken Hickson, Margaret A. Hickson, Joyce & Ted Hixson, Leai Ho, 
Catherine Hoffmann, Kim Homme, Christel Honeycutt, Amber S. Hozey, Tracy Hubert, Tessa Huffstetler, Cheryl Huges, Lois & Robert Hunt, R.S. Iscaro, 
Patricia & John C. Jaap, Lucy Jacobs, Beth Jenkins, Amanda G. Jones, Christie Circle-R.M. Methodist, Meredith Julian, Mary & Peter Jurgel, Sue Kadel, Lau-
ren Kelly, Margaret Kennedy, Jessie A. King, King Hickory Furniture, Curtis Kirkner, Nancy Kirkner, Sarah J. Kobs, Flo & Mel Kostur, Kris Kostur, Susan 
Kotraba, Rhonda & Bruce Kramer, Edward Lamb, Brenda M. Laramie, Stanley Lathrop, Dr. Christina Law, Rose Lawing, Barbara M. Lawther, Betty & Floyd 
Lentz, Ambe & Dani Lewis, Brittney L. & Edward Liddic, Rick Lindburger, Kari Lines, Betsy Little, Beverly S. Lobdell, Katherine B. Lofgren, Sulena & Richard 
Long, Melissa Love, Circle of Rocky Mt. Methodist Church, Susie Lurz, Brenda S. Lyons, Kathy & Ken Maroney, Robyn Martin, Tammy Martin, Roberta 
McCardle, Betsy M. McCray, Lauen McDonald, Cindy A. McEwen, Mary L. McNeilly, Cindy Meffert, Elaine & Mario Merida, Jill & Charles Messer Jr., Elizabeth 
Milam, James R. & Norma Miller, Calvin D. Mitchell Jr., Ronnie A. Morgan, Sharen Morley, Cathy Morris, Debbie O. Morris, Doug Morris, Dave Moynihan, Cath-
erine (Kitty) Muccigrosso, Dale Mullennix, Sally G. Murphy, Lisa & Joe Murray, Frank Nastacie, Lauriane Nicklas, Jamie & Roger Nix, Susan Noblett, Catherine 
Norman, Deborah Norman, Dee K. North, Ann Oehler, Colleen O'Malley, Lisa Pfeufer, Karen Piatt, Julie & Tami Pierre, Mary Pletcher, Melissa Pletcher, Tom 
Pletcher, Susan Poole, Tom Raymond, Dottie Rebhan, Richard Redditt, Ginny Redmond, Margaret M. Reed & Donis  Willis, Judy M. Reuter, Elizabeth Richard-
son, Fiona Ritchie, Hilary Robbins, Holly Robbins, Jessie Robbins, E. J. Ruschli, Jr., Mary & Ruth & Renee & John Rutkowski, Cynthia & Earnest Sackett Jr., 
Deb Schaefer, Melissa Schleyer, Hans & Ingrid Schrebiber, Joni Scown, Harriet Seabrook, Rowena P. Sewell, Aprille Shaffer, Linda Combs Shepherd, Lynn 
Sherrill c/o Lake Wylie Tax Service, Gail M. Shinn, Angela & Todd Shuping, Side Walk Deli Customers, George & Debbie Siek, Jena Siek & Kevin Miller, Lois 
Simmons, Anita Simpson, Lisa M. Slatt, Stephanie V. Slavin, Judy Smidt, Donis & Lemuel Smith, Jean N. Smith, Sharon & Jerry Smith, Suzanne Smith, Tacy K. 
Smith, Dr. Robin Smith, Yellowhorse Vet. Service, Ann Harrison & Doug Stacker, Roger Steed, Tamye R. & Jeff Stone, Clara Swallows, Marilyn & Harry Swim-
mer, Beth C. Talbert, Judy L. Taylor, Elaine D. Towner, Linda Vaughn, Sumner & Jutta Vest, Robin C. Walden, Sarah J. Walentine, Linda Walker, Shelly & Mike 
Walsh, Mary Walters, Ken Weaver, Michael L & Suzanne Webb, Laura Weiss & Associates, Barbara White, Sally White, Max Williams, Wendi Williams, Norma 
& Richard Williamson, Melissa Willis, Beryl Wilson, Elaine Wilson, Jesse Wilson, Sarah Wilson, Shelagh A. Winter, Judith & Larry Witmer, Brenda S. Wood-
ward, Butch Woodward, Sue Wortman, Kim Wrenn, Carol Xiques, Linda M. Yarrington, Frank Zinke, Nancy Zuilkowski. 

Happy Birthday to Lauren McDonald. Thanks for loving horse!  ~By Judy Smidt 

In honor of Ashley Hoy.  ~By Melissa Willis 

In honor of Susan Kotraba. Happy Birthday (May 28th) to a beautiful angel.  ~By Frank Zinke 

This donation I won betting on "Eight Bells" in the Kentucky Derby. It only seemed right to 

give it back where it could do some good.  ~By Nicole DiBona 

In honor of Michacl Matz, Trainer of Chelokee, who has a 50-50 chance of survival after suf-

fering ankle and leg injuries.  ~By Bobbie & Arthur Bowen 

In honor of Ashley Hoy. ~By Deborah Norman 

We will miss "our Mamacita" and are grateful to you for the wonder-

ful love and care.  ~Fondly, Marilyn 

In memory of Papa Bell Long on Father's Day. ~By Jill & Charles 

Messer 

In memory of Jan Smith. ~By her father, Bill Eutsler 

In memory of Tresa Burton. ~By Jeff & Kim Burton 

In memory of my aunt Alice Rebecca Pitts. ~By Debra C. Eident 

In memory of the valiant Eight Bells whom we lost at the Kentucky 

Derby. ~By Bobbie & Arthur Bowen 



Making the World a Better Place for Horses 

It is the mission of the Horse Protection Society of North 
Carolina Inc. to make the world a better place for horses 
through education, rescue and rehabilitation. 

Founded by Joan Benson and incorporated in 1999, we 
continue to reach out and to grow.  We are always seek-
ing new members. 

HPS is a fully incorporated 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tions.  Your donations are the main source of income to 
support the sanctuary and are eligible for tax deduction. 

2135 Miller Road 

China Grove, NC 28023 

Phone: 704-855-2978 

Email: hps@horseprotection.org 

Check out our Web site: 
www.horseprotection.org 

Horse Protection Society of North Carolina 

Horse Protection Society  
2135 Miller Road 
China Grove, NC 28023 
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pass it along to a friend.. 
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President       Margaret Kennedy   704-231-9297    margaretkennedy@carolina.rr.com 
Vice President    Barbara Conrad    704-375-5820    bconrad@carolina.rr.com   
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Newsletter    Shelly Walsh      704-724-0004   shellywalsh@bellsouth.net 
Event Coordinator   Gayle Cannon    704-483-0461   gaylec43@charter.net 
Web Administration    Deborah Baker   704-855-1267   de_bakre@yahoo.com 
Web Administration   Stephanie Maleady  704-560-9712   slmeady@windstream.net 
Medical Needs    Lauriane Nickles&Brenda L.  704-273-3456 manyfacets@myway.com 
New Member Orientation   Cathy Morris    704-872-6111   sprint474@bellsouth.net 
Café Press     Kathy Haw     704-782-0390   kahaw@us.ibm.com 
Pet Finders    Kari Lines    704-756-7375   karilines@aol.com 
Historian     Angie Shuping    704-637-6042   
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