July 16-21: The Armies Move

July 21 a.m.: Surprise Crossing
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July 21 Noon : Attack on Henry House

Remains of Judith
Henry's house after
the battle; the 85-
year-old invalid was
unable to leave and
died after a shell
inflicted injurfes. She
was buried nearby.

+  McDowell did not immediately attack Henry House Hill, giving
Col. Jackson’s Virginia Brigade time to assemble on the
reverse side of the hill.

+  Jackson’s men held “like a stone wall”, giving rise to his
nickname: ‘Stonewall Jackson’.
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Confederates rally behind Robinson House

July 21 300 p.m.: The Wrong Blue

McDowell’s artillery moved up on the right to catch the
Confederates in a flanking fire.

Union troops let the rebel 33 Virginia move up to them,
because the 33 was wearing blue uniforms.

A close range volley from the 33", and a cavalry attack,
smashed the Union line, which began to retreat.

The retreat turned to rout when a blocked bridge incited panic
in the Union soldiers.
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"The great skedaddle” Panic sets in as the Union retreat is

blocked by a broken bridge

Consequences

+  The Confederates did not press their advantage, as their men
were very disorganized and an effective artillery brigade
covered the retreat.

+ Inone of the first uses of ‘air power’, a Union balloonist
informed Washington that the Confederates were not
advancing.

If the Union had won, the Confederacy might have ended in
its first year.

The continuation of the war led to increasingly revolutionary
measures by the Federal Government, including a
centralization of powers and the emancipation of the slaves.

First photograph of a religious service in the U.S. Army: Mass for
the 69" New York Regiment prior to Bull Run.

About the author: Barry Gander is a top economic and politics
writer on Medium: https://medium.com/@barry-gander



https://medium.com/@barry-gander

