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Thomas R. Hess  OBITUARY 

Thomas R. Hess, 89, a resident of Tel Hai Retirement Community, passed 

away on Tuesday, July 2, 2024 at Reading Hospital. He was the husband of 

Betty Shirk Hess. Born in Philadelphia, he was the son of the late Edward 

B. and Louise F. Densel Hess. Thomas was the president and owner of 

West Philadelphia Machine Works, a company that his father started, for 

38 years. He was a graduate of Warwick High School class of 1952. He was 

a member of the Robeson Lutheran Church. Tom was very involved in the 

community and was a life member of the Twin Valley Fire Department and 

the Elverson Fire Department and had served as chief at Elverson for many years. He was a mem-

ber of the Chester County Fireman’s Association, the Chester County Fire Chiefs Association, the 

PA Forest Fire Museum Association, the Union Historical Fire Society, and the Reading Area Fire-

fighters Museum. He had served as a Scoutmaster of Elverson Troop 37, was a member of the 

Twin Valley School Authority for 11 years, was a member of the Elverson Antiques Show for 28 

years, had served on Elverson Borough Council for 28 years, was the Elverson Borough Emergen-

cy Management Coordinator for 15 years, and had been a PA Forest Fire Warden since 1968.  

Cooling down at the UHFS picnic with ice pops. 








