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NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING OCT 4, 10AM

BG JOHN MCGRANN FIRE MUSEUM

627 Dekalb St. Norristown, Pa



YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED
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Ryan and Elyse TreDenick of Pennsylvania have embarked on a passion
project of opening a firefighting history museum, A non profit 501¢(3) has
been established. Ryan is a 4th generation firefighter in Philadelphia,
where his family has 104 years of continuous service to the city. The
museum is located in Norristown, PA, in the historical firehouse of the
Norristown Hose Co, which was established in 1847, Norristown and the
surrounding areas have a wealth of history to be preserved and presented
to future generations.,

They have artifacts and fire engines ready to go, but that is only a small
plece of the project. They want to have an interactive museum where
children and adults of all ages will have the ability to touch and use some
of the equipment as they take a step back in time! Have you ever thought
about how they fought fires in the 1800s? You will have the opportunity to
learn how firefighting was done from bucket brigade to modern day.

The funds collected will be used for facility upgrades, artifact acquisitions,
IT software and warehouse storage for the many fire engines that are part
of the museums collection.

Station House before 1953 renovations

WWW.BCJOHNMAGRANNFIREMUSEUM.COM
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The Museum

The Norristown Hose Company received its’ charter on
February 22, 1848. The first meetings were held at the homes
of its members. Towards the end of 1848, the company
purchased a lot at 417 Dekalb Street and built their first
firehouse. In 1881, the corner lot at Dekalb and Chestnut
Streets was purchased, and their second and current
firehouse was built. The building was dedicated on
September 15, 1883. In the early years, the company would
receive $400.00 annually from Town Council. It was used
primarily to purchase hose, since the company was a hose
company. In the summer of 1848, the company purchased its’
first hose cart that they called “The Crab”. Over the years, they
purchased a steam engine; an Amoskeag Pumper. It was first
drawn by men, then horses. In December 1917, the Norris
Hose purchased its’ first completely motorized vehicle.
Throughout the 20th century other motorized vehicles
were purchased including a Simplex, an Ahrens Fox and a

Hale Pumper.
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Who is John F. Margrann

Battalion Chief John F. Magrann was a Chief in the 3rd
Battalion of the Philadelphia Fire Dept. Appointed as a
Hoseman to Engine Co. 51 on April 1,1920. He was
promoted to Lieutenant of Engine Co. 41 on October 1,
1939, to Captain of Truck Co. 4 on June 16, 1943 and to
Chief in the 3rd Battalion on October 8, 1953.
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Delaware Valley Chapter
S.P.AAMFAA.

www.unionhistoricalfiresociety.com

Meet us on Facebook at Union Historical Fire Society

2025 Officers

President E. Tickner UHF51975@gmail.com
V. President G. Hofstetter

Treasurer D. Tickner

Correspondent V. Freund  secretary.UHFS@gmail.com
Membership ). Trimble membership.UHFS@gmail.com

Sergeant at Arms Jeff Stauffer
Past President Joe Landy
Director Tom D'Arcangelo
Director Lavere Edens
Director Ken Snyder
Historian Lee Ryan

All correspondence should be sent to
PO Box 596, Havertown, PA 19083-0596 or
email UHFS1975@gmail.com
484-452-4160 (leave message)




