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We acknowledge that we are 

meeting on Traditional Land of the 

First Nations, Treaty One Territory 

and the Homeland of the Métis. 

We recognize that the clean water we 

are drinking in Winnipeg is sourced from the 

Shoal Lake 40 First Nation.



Time Topic

7.5 min Part I: History of the Winnipeg MUNA

7.5 min Part II: Understanding the UN General Assembly

40 min Part III: The MUNA Experience at a Glance
• Technical Aspects of Participation
• Opening Plenary Session
• Initial Committee Meeting
• Informal Consultations
• Final Committee meeting
• Closing Plenary Session
• Rules of procedure and proper conduct

5 min Part IV: Questions



64 years simulating debate of 
global issues in the United Nations 

General Assembly

“I believe participating in the Model UN was 
one of the formative experiences of my youth.”

Dr. Lloyd Axworthy,
Chair – World Refugee Council,
Former Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Nobel Peace Prize Nominee,
Graduate of first Winnipeg MUNA

Part I: History of the Winnipeg MUNA



2019 Winnipeg MUNA
78 delegations from

Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Ontario, 
North Dakota, Minnesota



2021 Winnipeg Virtual MUNA
51 delegations from

Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Ontario, British Columbia, North Dakota, Minnesota

www.winnipegmuna.ca



Resolutions, Not Laws

• The UN Charter does not 
allow the General Assembly to 
enforce its decisions.

• General Assembly (GA) 
resolutions are not legally 
binding. They are nothing 
more than recommendations 
(i.e., resolutions).

Part II: Understanding the UN General Assembly



The Consensus Approach

• Experience has shown that the best way 
for resolutions to be implemented by 
the most Member States is for all to 
agree on the same text, 

• This is called achieving a consensus

• When adopting resolutions by consensus, 
one needs to be concerned about the 
viewpoint of every country and engage in 
negotiations that often result in 
compromises so that different points of 
view are taken into consideration. 

• This process is both inclusive and 
collaborative.

“When the UN was created in 1945, there 
were only 51 Member States and resolutions 
were adopted [mostly] by a vote. 

Today, in contrast, there are 193 Member 
States and roughly 80% of the General 
Assembly resolutions are adopted by 
consensus, that is, without taking a vote.”



Drafting Resolutions

• Most draft resolutions are 

initially written by a Member 

State or group of Member 

States.

• If there is more than one 

sponsor of a draft resolution, 

the resolution is introduced by 

the “main sponsor”



Part III: The MUNA Experience

www.winnipegmuna.ca

• Visit the “How MUNA Operates” and 
“Preparing for MUNA” webpages

• View the MUNA 2021 Highlights Reel

http://www.winnipegmuna.ca/


Technical Aspects of Virtual Participation
1. All participants must download the Zoom desktop 

client or Mobile phone app (these are free downloads). 

• You will NOT be able to access breakout rooms using the 
basic Zoom web client app. 

• It is advised that you participate using computer for the 
best experience.

• Two weeks before MUNA you will receive an email with a 
Zoom meeting registration link. Each participant must click 
this link to receive your personal zoom meeting link.

2. All student delegates must have a Google account to 
access the MUNA Google Drive folders (Google 
accounts are free and can be either a personal account or a 
school account).

• The MUNA Google Drive is where country statements 
and new serious and fund resolutions can be 
uploaded and downloaded

• Account will also ensure you can co-edit draft 
resolution text and also view compiled resolutions



Technical Aspects of Virtual Participation

1. Voting on amendments and resolutions 
during the 2022 MUNA will be done using 
Slido.com.

• This is a change from last year when the Zoom 
polling function was used.

• Access from smartphone by scanning the barcode 
provided with your camera.

• Or access by opening a browser window and 
typing ‘slido.com’ and then the access code 
provided.



How did you join today's Zoom meeting?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



What grade are you in?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



• Opening Statement by Delegates: 1.5-minute speech addressing the 
MUNA 2022 theme of “Resilience, Preservation, and Deliberation” from 
your country’s perspective. See description on MUNA website.

• Right of Reply: only granted if there is a remark made by a delegation 
that is clearly politically offensive to another delegation. Delegates 
wishing to request a ‘Right of Reply’ may do so by sending a personal 
chat message directly to the Secretary General. Start your text with the 
phrase “Right of Reply” followed by a brief explanation of the issue. The 
Secretary General will then notify the President of the General Assembly.

View the MUNA Agenda at
https://winnipegmuna.ca/event-logistics

https://winnipegmuna.ca/event-logistics


For each team, one student delegate participates in the 
drafting of Resolution #1 in the First Committee meeting  
while the other student participates in the drafting of 
Resolution #2 in the Second Committee meeting room.

Resolution #1 (First Committee Meeting Room): 
A framework for regulating social networking companies 
regarding data storage, usage, transparency, and terms of 
use to safeguard democracy

Resolution #2 (Second Committee Meeting Room): 
Building a post-Covid-19 circular world economy for 
mitigating and enhancing resilience to future climate 
change

Each country team needs to know which breakout 
group they are part of in the informal consultations . 
Breakout groups are listed in the draft resolution 
documents. Groups are same in both Committees.

• Group A: G77 plus United Kingdom
• Group B: Alliance of Small Island States and ASEAN 

plus Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka and Israel
• Group C: JUSCANZ, EU and the Collective Security 

Treaty Organization
• Group D: Least Developed Countries plus 

Switzerland and Ukraine
• Group E: GRULAC





Informal Consultations
Breakout Groups to Draft Operative Paragraphs

• Task: To develop up to two operative 
paragraphs for your group’s sub-topic. 

• Allotted time: 1 hour and 30 minutes (plus 30 
minutes extra over lunch if needed)

• Method:
• Two delegates pre-assigned as co-

facilitators for your group to ensure 
everyone gets a chance to speak and to 
help reach consensus

• Reach consensus on two paragraphs to 
recommend for your group’s topic.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://howtosavetheworld.ca/2013/05/26/what-if-everything-ran-like-the-internet/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Anatomy of a Resolution

Title

Preambular 
Paragraphs

Operative 
Paragraphs

Syntax



Operative Sub-topics for Resolution #1
A framework for regulating social networking companies regarding data storage, usage, 

transparency, and terms of use to safeguard democracy

• Group A: Action related to international cooperation and 
Internet Governance 

• Group B: Action related to addressing the rights of 
children and youth

• Group C: Action related to combating misinformation and 
safeguarding democracy

• Group D: Action related to creating a regulatory 
framework and designating future steps 

• Group E: Action related to monitoring, reporting, and 
meetings 



Operative Sub-topics for Resolution #2
Building a post-COVID-19 circular world economy for mitigating and 

enhancing resilience to future climate change

• Group A: Action related to reducing waste and pollution

• Group B: Action related to responsible consumption and production

• Group C: Action related to regenerating nature

• Group D: Action related to finance and investment 

• Group E: Action related to monitoring, reporting, and meetings





Informal Consultation – Part II
Line-by-Line Review and Debate of Amendments

• Ten minutes to review full text

• Committee Vice-chair (facilitator) will ask which 
countries would like to be added to the list of 
sponsors for this resolution (this means you 
generally support it as currently worded). 

• Non-sponsors will get a chance to suggest 
changes

• Sponsors can object to a change and explain why 

• If needed on certain amendments, the vice-chair 
will create breakout rooms so the sponsors and 
non-sponsors can caucus

• Round 1: line-by-line review to track potential 
amendments in the text (and agree on the simple 
ones) [Committee Secretary tracks changes on 
screen]

• Round 2: Debate of amendments to negotiate and 
reach consensus on the complicated amendments 



Virtual Line by Line Review - 2021





Final Committee Meetings 
to Take Action on Resolution

Final Committee Meeting – Day 2 (morning)

Opening Remarks of the Committee Chair

Scenario A:
Consensus Reached Day 1

Non-sponsors propose 
verbal amendments and 

Committee votes

Introduction of Resolution 
by Main sponsor

Explanations of Position

Adopting Resolution 
without Vote

Adjournment of Formal 
Meeting and Sending of 

Resolution to the GA

Scenario B:
No Consensus on Day 1

Introduction of Resolution 
by Main sponsor

Explanations of Vote

Committee Vote to Adopt 
or Not Adopt Resolution

Adjournment of Formal 
Meeting and Sending of 

Resolution to the GA

Consideration of 
Amendments

General Assembly Closing Plenary
Formal Adoption of Resolutions

• Resolution #1 by First 
Committee

• Resolution #2 by Second 
Committee

• Formal rules of procedure now 
apply.

• Two possible scenarios for 
taking action, depending on if 
consensus is reached or not.



• Rapporteur’s Report: Summary of the debate (key areas of agreement 
and disagreement)

• Explanation of Positions: Those who did not get a chance to give their 
explanation of position in the Committee meeting, can do so here



Hints:

- You need a co-sponsor(s) of your resolution topic

- For your topic to  get selected, you’ll not only need a 
good topic, but you’ll need to build popularity for 
your topic during the two-day event using 
backchannels (bi-lateral chat messages)



MUNA Leadership Training
For students assigned specific MUNA leadership roles

Part 1: Introduction to Roles

• Thursday, April 7th, 2022, noon to 1pm

Part 2: Simulation Practice

• Wednesday, April 13th, 2022, noon to 1pm

Webinar Zoom links and Scripts to be emailed by April 1st



Understanding MUNA Rules of Procedure

• Review the MUNA Rules of procedure in advance
• https://winnipegmuna.ca/how-muna-operates/muna-rules/

• Speaking time limits
• Opening Plenary – 1.5 minute

• For Committee meetings (as stipulated by the Chair or Vice-Chair)

• Closing Plenary (3 minutes for Rapporteurs; as stated by President or Vice President for explanation of position)

• Addressing the Assembly or Committee
• No one may intervene in the debate (i.e. speak so as to be heard by the conference) without having been given 

the floor by the Chair. Delegates must address their remarks to the President of the GA or Chair of a Committee, 
although everyone understands that what they say is meant for the whole conference.

• Say “Mr. President/Chair” or “Madame President/Chair”. This should be used instead of “Honourable President” 
or “Honourable Chair” which are never used at the real the United Nations.

• Right of Reply (one minute) – only in response to an official statement that is clearly offensive.

• Point of Order– Delegate can raise a point of order if he/she believes the President or Chair is not following 
the Rules of Procedure.

https://winnipegmuna.ca/how-muna-operates/muna-rules/


Rules of Proper Conduct at MUNA

• All discussions between delegates must adhere to proper 
respectful conduct. This applies to discussions during the formal 
MUNA sessions either in person or via Chat/messaging and during 
breaks and off-hours. Disrespectful, hurtful and hateful 
communication with your fellow student delegates or to CMU 
students, staff or guests is not tolerated at MUNA. 

• Complaints should be directed to your counsellor, who will then 
direct it to the MUNA Organizing committee Chair via text message

• Under a zero-tolerance policy, a student found in breach of conduct 
will be removed from MUNA by the Organizing Committee.



Questions?


