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F o r  t h e  e a r t h  w i l l  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  
t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  L O R D  a s  t h e  w a t e r s  c o v e r  t h e  
s e a .   

~  H a b a k k u k  2 : 1 4  
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P R O C E S S I O N  

O N C E  I N  D A V I D ’ S  R O Y A L  C I T Y  

1 Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and His shelter was a stable, 
and His cradle was a stall: 
with the poor, and meek, and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 

3 And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
through His own redeeming love; 
for that Child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heav'n above, 
and He leads His children on 
to the place where He is gone. 

4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see Him, but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
when like stars His children crowned 
all in white shall wait around.  
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T H E  B I D D I N G  P R A Y E R  

K e n t  B e r g e r o n  

W e l c o m e  a n d  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

 
LET Us Pray: Our Great God, we thank you for letting us gather to give ear to the 
Patriarchs and the Prophets and the Apostles as they tell us this story, our story, a 
story that we have been adopted into through Baptism. May we this evening please 
you through this little program as we read from the Holy Scriptures and sing our 
favorite Christmas Carols. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the 
throne of heaven, and teach us always to prayer the prayer which Christ himself 
hath taught us to pray saying: *Our Father… 

 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace:  
*Our Father by your Holy Spirit and through Christ Jesus our mediator give 
us the joys of everlasting life, even this night: and unto the fellowship of the 
citizens above may the King of Angels, the King of humanity, the King of 
Heaven and Earth bring us all. We pray this for the sake and glory of our 
Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. Amen 
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On Christmas night all Christians sing,  
To hear the news the angels bring –  
News of great joy,  
News of great mirth,  
News of our merciful Savior’s birth.  

Then why should men on earth be sad,  
Since our Redeemer made us glad,  
When from our sin he set us free,  
All for to gain our liberty?  

When sin departs before thy grace,  
then life and health come in its place;  
Angels and men with joy may sing,  
All for to see the new-born King.  

All out of darkness we have light,  
Which made the angels sing this night:  
‘Glory to God and peace to men, now and for evermore.  
Amen.’ *Amen 
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F I R S T  L E S S O N  G E N E S I S   3 : 8 – 1 5 ,  1 7 – 1 9  

N a m e  

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed 
will bruise the serpent’s head.  

“And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called 
unto Adam, and said unto him, where are you? And he said, I heard your 
voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself. And he said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 
the tree, whereof I commanded you that you should not eat?” 

N a m e  

“And the man said, The woman whom you have given to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, 
What is this that you have done? And the woman said, The serpent 
beguiled me, and I did eat.  

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because you have done this, you 
are cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon your 
belly shall you go, and dust shall you eat all the days of your life: and I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
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N a m e  

“And unto Adam he said, Because you have hearkened unto the voice of 
your wife, and have eaten of the tree, of which I commanded you, saying, 
You shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for your sake; in sorrow shall 
you eat of it all the days of your life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to you; and you shall eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of your 
face shall you eat bread, until you return unto the ground; for out of it you 
were taken; for dust you are, and unto dust shall you return.” 
 

The Word of the Lord! 
*Thanks be to God! 
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C O M E ,  T H O U  L O N G  E X P E C T E D  J E S U S   

 
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set Thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth Thou art, 
dear Desire of ev'ry nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 
Joy to those who long to see Thee, 
Dayspring from on high, appear; 
come, Thou promised Rod of Jesse, 
of Thy birth we long to hear! 
O'er the hills the angels singing 
news, glad tidings of a birth: 
"Go to hHim, your praises bringing; 
Christ the Lord has come to earth." 

Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
He whose glories knew no end; 
by His life He brings us gladness, 
our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number, 
born within a cattle stall; 
this the everlasting wonder, 
Christ was born the Lord of all. 

 
Born Thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by Thine own eternal merit, 
raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

*Amen 
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SECOND LESSON  GENESIS 22:15–18 

N a m e  

 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed.  

“And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second 
time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because you 
have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son: that in 
blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply your seed as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and your 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in your seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed; because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 

The Word of the Lord! *Thanks be to God! 
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A N G E L S  W E  H A V E  H E A R D  O N  H I G H  

 

Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains: 
 
(Refrain) 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heav'nly song? (Refrain) 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the new-born King. (Refrain) 
 
 
*Amen 
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T H I R D  L E S S O N   I S A I A H  9 : 2 ,  6 – 7  

N a m e  

 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.  

“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them has the light shined. For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Councilor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from this time even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this.” 

 

The Word of the Lord! *Thanks be to God! 
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C O M F O R T ,  C O M F O R T  Y E  M Y  P E O P L E  

 

Comfort, comfort ye my people, 
speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 
comfort those who sit in darkness, 
mourning 'neath their sorrow's load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
of the peace that waits for them; 
tell her that her sins I cover, 
and her warfare now is over. 
 
Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 
blotting out each dark misdeed; 
all that well deserved his anger 
he no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many a day 
now her griefs have passed away; 
God will change her pining sadness 
into ever-springing gladness 

For the herald's voice is crying 
in the desert far and near, 
bidding all men to repentance, 
since the kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
let the valleys rise to meet him, 
and the hills bow down to greet him. 
 
Make ye straight what long was 
crooked, 
make the rougher places plain; 
let your hearts be true and humble, 
as befits his holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
now o'er earth is shed abroad; 
and all flesh shall see the token, 
that his word is never broken. 
 

*Amen 
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F O U R T H  L E S S O N   I S A I A H  1 1 : 1 – 4 A ,  6 – 9   

N a m e  

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.  

“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness shall he 
judge the poor and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth. The wolf 
also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child 
shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall 
lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.” 
 

The Word of the Lord! *Thanks be to God! 
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O  C O M E ,  A L L  Y E  F A I T H F U L  

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
 
(Refrain) 
O come, let us adore Him; 
O come, let us adore Him; 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 
 
God of God, Light of Light, 
lo, He abhors not the virgin's womb; 
very God, begotten not created; (Refrain) 
 
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! (Refrain) 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! (Refrain) 
 
*Amen 
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F I F T H  L E S S O N  L U K E  1 . 2 6 – 3 5 ,  3 8  

N a m e  

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

“And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the 
angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, you who are highly favored, the 
Lord is with thee: blessed are you among women. And when she saw him, 
she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of 
salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for 
you have found favor with God. And behold, you shall conceive in your 
womb, and bring forth a son, and shall call his name Jesus. He shall be 
great and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said 
Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” And 
the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
you, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow you; therefore, also 
that holy thing which shall be born from you shall be called the Son of 
God. And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.” 
 

The Gospel of Christ! *Praise be to You, O Christ! 
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H A R K !  T H E  H E R A L D  A N G E L S  S I N G  

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King: 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 
(Refrain) 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King" 

 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th'incarnate Deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel. (Refrain) 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. (Refrain) 
 

*Amen 
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S I X T H  L E S S O N  L U K E  2 . 1 – 7  

N a m e  

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.  

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cesar 
Augustus, that a census should be taken in all the world. And all went to be 
registered, everyone into his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be registered with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 
child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her 
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.  
The Gospel of Christ! *Praise be to You, O Christ! 
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S I L E N T  N I G H T !  H O L Y  N I G H T !   

 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
’round yon virgin mother and child! 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav'nly hosts sing, “Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born!” 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! 

 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing 
"Alleluia" to our King: 
“Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born.” 

 

*Amen 



~ 19 ~ 
 

T H E  H O L L Y  A N D  T H E  I V Y  

 

*Amen  

1 The holly and the ivy 
when they are both full grown, 
of all the trees that are in the wood 
the holly bears the crown. 

Refrain: 
O The rising of the sun 
and the running of the deer, 
the playing of the merry organ, 
sweet singing in the choir. 
sweet singing in the choir. 

2 The holly bears a blossom, 
white as the lily flower, 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, 
to be our sweet Savior. [Refrain] 

3 The holly bears a berry, 
as red as any blood, 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
to do poor sinners good. [Refrain] 

 

 

4 The holly bears a prickle, 
as sharp as any thorn, 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
on Christmas day in the morn. 
[Refrain] 

5 The holly bears a bark, 
as bitter as any gall, 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
for to redeem us all. [Refrain] 

6 The holly and the ivy, 
when they are both full grown, 
of all the trees that are in the wood 
The holly bears the crown. [Refrain] 
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S E V E N T H  L E S S O N   L U K E  2 . 8 – 1 6  

N a m e  

The shepherds go to the manger.  

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and 
they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; you shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”  

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away 
from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, “Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us.” And they came with haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.” 

 
The Gospel of Christ! *Praise be to You, O Christ! 

  



~ 21 ~ 
 

Awa y  In  A  Ma n ge r  

 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
the stars in the heavens looked down where He lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 

 

*Amen 
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W H A T  C H I L D  I S  T H I S  

 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
Why lies he in such mean estate, 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; 
the cross be borne for me, for you: 
hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant, king, to own him; 
the King of kings salvation brings, 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
the virgin sings her lullaby: 
joy, joy for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary.  *Amen 
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E i g h t h  L e s s o n  M A T T H E W  2 . 1 – 1 2  

L i l l i a n  

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.  

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that 
is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him.”  

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And you 
Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out 
of you shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.”  

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently 
what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and 
search diligently for the young child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word again, that I may come and worship him also.”  

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they 
came into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell 
down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of 
God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own 
country another way.  The Gospel of Christ! *Praise be to You, O Christ! 
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G O D  R E S T  Y E  M E R R Y ,  G E N T L E M E N   

 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
let nothing you dismay, 
remember Christ our Savior 
was born on Christmas Day 
to save us all from Satan's pow'r 
when we were gone astray. 
 
(Refrain) 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 
From God our heav'nly Father 
a blessed angel came 
and unto certain shepherds 
brought tidings of the same; 
how that in Bethlehem was born 
the Son of God by name. (Refrain) 
 
"Fear not," then said the angel, 
"Let nothing you affright; 
this day is born a Savior 
of a pure virgin bright, 
to free all those who trust in Him 
from Satan's pow'r and might." (Refrain) 

The shepherds at those tidings 
rejoiced much in mind, 
and left their flocks afeeding, 
in tempest, storm, and wind, 
and went to Bethlehem straightway, 
this blessed Babe to find. (Refrain) 
 
*Amen 
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O ,  H O L Y  N I G H T  

O holy night! the stars are brightly shining; 
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope- the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 
O night, O holy night, O night divine! 
 
Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here came the Wise Men from Orient land. 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our Friend. 
He knows our need— to our weakness is no stranger. 
Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King, before Him lowly bend! 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in His name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever! 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! *Amen 
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N I N T H  L E S S O N   J O H N  1 . 1 – 1 4  

 

J o h n  

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. In 
him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not 
that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true 
Light, which lights every man that cometh into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.” 

 
The Gospel of Christ! *Praise be to You, O Christ! 
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J O Y  T O  T H E  W O R L D !  T H E  L O R D  I S  C O M E   

 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing. 

 
Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, 
and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and 
grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love. 

 

*Amen 
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B E N E D I C T I O N  

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the 
peace of the Christ child, And may the Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen, *Amen 

 

D O X O L O G Y  

*Amen 

 

 


