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22. Extreme Weather Policy

Children’s safety is paramount during their time at Milland Valley Nursery. 
When extreme weather is forecast, we watch very closely through the met office and local alerts, how the weather is progressing.  

The met office currently uses a colour coded warning system, Red, Amber and Yellow. 

Red - Dangerous weather is expected and if you haven’t already done so you should take action to keep yourself and others safe. There is very likely to be a risk to life. Avoid travelling and follow advice from local authorities and emergency services. 

Amber - Increased likeliness of severe weather that could disrupt plans. Possibility of travel delays, power cuts and potential risk to life. Think about what you can do to help your family and community to help minimize impact. 

Yellow - Low level warning for weather that might cause low level impact. Many people will be able to continue with normal day to day life but be wary of how your own area is affected. 

22.1 Extreme Weather Policy: Temperature Control 

During a heatwave we will strive to keep children and staff cool. We have a large space inside where we can keep curtains pulled and doors and windows closed to keep out the heat. We will stay inside or in shaded areas outside. We will stay out of the sun when it is at its hottest. Children will regularly be reminded to have a drink, suncream will be applied and hats will be worn. Ice packs will be asked to be provided in all lunch boxes and we ask for non-perishable foods to be provided where possible

In the instance that we are issued a red warning for heat during the summer months we will take advice from local authorities and once again, if we are advised too close, we will do at short notice.

In the instance that an amber warning is issued then we will remain open and keep the children as cool and as comfortable as we can. Please be aware that if we feel that conditions become too uncomfortable for children and staff then we will make the decision to close at short notice and children will be asked to be collected. Please note that there is currently no maximum heat guidelines but for us to be able to maintain a comfortable temperature for children and staff. 

22.2 Extreme Weather Policy: Snow and Cold Temperatures

According to government guidelines there is a minimum temperature suitable to continue the day in. These are 13C-16C. If we are unable to keep temperatures comfortable and/or we are being advised to by the local authorities we will close the setting at short notice.

If there is snow or ice on the ground children will be encouraged to put on warm outer clothes and enjoy themselves. We have grit to use on the hall paths and the patio.

If snow conditions are unsuitable to travel in in the morning, it is in the best interest of the children and staff that we close the setting to keep everybody safe at home. This will be determined on the day by 8am.

If snow falls and settles quickly on the ground, we will also make the decision to close the nursery in the best interest of the children and staff to ensure that everybody gets home safely. 

22.3 Extreme Weather Policy: Storms and High Winds

In the instance that we are issued a red warning for high winds and storms we will take advice from local authorities and once again, if we are advised too close, this may happen at short notice.

In the instance that an amber warning is issued then we will remain open and keep a close eye on how the weather progresses. Please be aware that if we feel that conditions become worse for children and staff then we will make the decision to close at short notice to ensure that children and staff are able to make it home safely. 

With high winds the wooded area will be out of bounds and an alternative nature inspired activity will take place. Commonly a nature walk or use of the field.  
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