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33. Sustainability Policy and Action Plan   [image: ]

At Milland Valley Nursery we are committed to embedding sustainable practices into our day-to-day routines and activities. We respect and care for the living and non-living environment. Our sustainability lead is Charlene Smail. Charlene is responsible for ensure practices are followed.
We encourage children and staff to have positive attitude about sustainable practices by learning about the world around them and how to protect it and watching adults role model sustainable practices.
Our curriculum is based on the natural environment, which helps explores ideas and practices for environmental sustainability and helps children’s understanding. 

· We Encourage the recycling of materials through collecting junk modelling and being mindful during activities of what can be re-used/recycled. 
· We use our grounds and the woods often, as well as going for walks in the local village. When we are in this environment, we help the children understand the importance of taking care of nature through play and what they observe around them.
· Children are offered different learning experiences using natural resources where possible such as sand, water, shells, etc. 
· As part of our curriculum, in spring children will plant vegetables/fruit to take home. Children are encouraged to bring back their produce to show us what they have grown. Learning about the food life cycle and supporting the environment.   
· Where possible, children and families are encouraged to walk to nursery to raise awareness of caring for the planet.
· Families are made aware on registration that if they wish to use reusable nappy/wipe items then we will follow what they do at home. 
· We help children to learn about water conservation, energy efficiency and waste reduction through play-based activities and adult interactions
· Developing a recycling area and encouraging children to share a recycling ethos in the home environment.
As a nursery we will embed sustainability into all aspects of the operations including:
· Using recycled materials where we can for arts and craft activities. We ask families and staff to bring in their recycling materials for the same use.
· Encouraging families to be more sustainable with their children’s packed lunches in our Food and Drink Policy, asking for no cling film where possible and using reusable pots for yogurts instead of squeezy pouches.   
· Considering our carbon footprint when we purchase materials.
· Shopping local where possible.
· Turning off equipment and lights when not in use.
· Not leaving any equipment on standby
· Unplugging all equipment that belongs to nursery at the end of its use.
· Incorporating water-wise strategies such as ensuring taps are turned off and reporting leaks to the village hall as soon as any are noticed. 
· Embracing the rain for water play outside instead of using it from the tap. 
· Recycling water from the water play to water plants outside if there is any left. 
We work together with all our parents and partners will help our environment to be more sustainable and make it a better place for our future generations to grow up in.
We assess our nursery’s impact on the environment on a regular basis and put procedures in place to counteract this impact.
In order to encourage children not to waste food or to play with food at mealtimes, we discourage the use of food as a play material; instead, we encourage activities which involve preparing and tasting different types of food.
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