CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP BOARD
Regular Monthly Meeting - Approved Minutes
August 17, 2026 - 6:00 p.m.
Crystal Township Hall | 1499 East Hammett Road | Hart, MI 49420

CALL TO ORDER
Supervisor Mary Oomen called the regular meeting of the Crystal Township Board to order at 6:00 p.m. and led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Present: Supervisor Mary Oomen, Clerk Bethany Seymour, Treasurer Catherine Walker, Trustee Kyle Oomen
Absent: Trustee Jon Stevenson
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
Motion: Trustee Kyle Oomen moved to approve the previous month's meeting minutes as presented.
Clerk Bethany Seymour seconded the motion. Motion carried.
CHANGES TO AGENDA
No changes were made to the agenda.
CITIZENS' COMMENTS
Lee Hyslop provided an update regarding the Crystal Township dam, pond, and county park. He reported attending a County Park Commission meeting and discussed questions concerning responsibility for the dam, communication with EGLE, potential funding, and the possible effects of dam removal on the pond and surrounding park property.
Hyslop also discussed the need to review the property deeds and donated-land language, concerns regarding seepage and vegetation near the dam, and public interest in preserving the dam while the Township determines the appropriate next steps.
Tim Scovill stated that he had applied for a permit to place a “Save Our Dam” sign on his property. Zoning Administrator Ron Smith indicated that he did not believe residents should be charged a Township permit fee for signs addressing a Township-related issue.
LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS
No letters or communications were reported to the Board.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
New Grass Truck
The Board received an update regarding the status of the new grass truck.
Old Grass Truck
The old grass truck remained out of commission. Discussion was held regarding repair issues, including a transmission leak, and possible options for disposing of the truck once its condition was addressed.
Potential sale options discussed included a municipal auction or online bidding process.
ZONING REPORT
Zoning Administrator Ron Smith provided an update regarding zoning activity and enforcement matters.
Discussion included zoning complaint procedures, communication with property owners, and the process for addressing unresolved zoning concerns before further enforcement action is considered.
Smith also discussed upcoming zoning-related education and other Township zoning matters requiring continued follow-up.
CLERK'S REPORT
Clerk Bethany Seymour provided an update on the transition into the Clerk’s office, including her review of
Township procedures, records, accounting matters, and other responsibilities of the office.
The recent election and the work performed by Township election workers were also discussed, including the time required for training and Election Day responsibilities.
REVIEW AND PAYMENT OF BILLS
The Board reviewed the bills for payment.
Motion: Trustee Kyle Oomen moved to approve payment of Township General Fund bills totaling
$10,428.36 and Fire Fund Operations bills totaling $437.40. Motion carried.
TREASURER'S REPORT
Treasurer Catherine Walker presented the Treasurer's Report for July 2026.
· Beginning Balance: $497,809.09
· Cash Receipts: $18,377.61
· Bank Interest: $504.65
· Cash Disbursements: $33,605.57
· Bank Fee: $45.00
· Ending Balance: $483,205.06
The Township ledger balances totaled $480,689.47. Cash account balances totaled $481,646.66, with an additional Tax Account balance of $9,235.06, for a Grand Total of $490,881.72.
SUPERVISOR'S REPORT
Supervisor Mary Oomen reported that Sam Pretty from the Fire Department would be moving forward with work relating to a grant application for the department.
OLD BUSINESS - CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP DAM AND COUNTY PARK
Additional discussion was held regarding the Crystal Township dam and county park.
The Board and members of the public discussed community interest in saving the dam, the condition of the structure, possible repair approaches, vegetation removal, and the need for additional information before decisions are made.
Park survey results were reviewed. Twenty-five responses had been received. Approximately 60% of respondents identified as Crystal Township residents, 92% identified as property owners, and 88% indicated support for the proposed millage. The Board discussed the limited number of responses and the importance of obtaining broader community input, particularly because the property is a county park. No formal action was taken.
Zoning Administrator Ron Smith referenced efforts associated with preserving the Hesperia dam, and Mark Farber of Hesperia was identified as a possible source of information because of his experience with efforts to save that dam.
NEW BUSINESS - GRANT WRITING WORKSHOP
Supervisor Mary Oomen discussed plans for a grant-writing workshop for Township Board members and interested community members.
The date had not yet been determined. Supervisor Oomen was designated as the contact person for the workshop.
NEW BUSINESS - LEGAL OPINION REGARDING THE DAM AND PARK
Discussion was held regarding the need for legal guidance concerning the Crystal Township dam, pond, and county park property.
The discussion included the property deeds, ownership and responsibilities connected to the park, the possible effect of dam removal or failure, and the Township's need for reliable legal information before responding to the County or taking a formal position.
Motion: Trustee Kyle Oomen moved to obtain a legal opinion from an attorney regarding the Crystal Township dam and park property. Clerk Bethany Seymour seconded the motion. All members present voted in favor. Motion carried.
DEPUTY SUPERVISOR
Supervisor Mary Oomen announced the appointment of Lee Hyslop as Deputy Supervisor.
Discussion was held regarding the duties of the Deputy Supervisor and Hyslop’s continued involvement in
Township matters, including the dam, park, and transfer station.
No compensation for the Deputy Supervisor position was established during the meeting.
FORMER SUPERVISOR COMPENSATION
Lee Hyslop asked about his final compensation for the portion of the month he served as Township Supervisor.
Discussion was held regarding the prorated calculation of Hyslop’s final compensation for the portion of July 2026 he served as Township Supervisor. No formal motion was made.
TRANSFER STATION
Trustee Kyle Oomen asked about the condition of the gravel at the transfer station. Tim Scovill reported that the gravel was holding up well and that no additional material was needed at that time.
Scovill also thanked Adam Herrera for purchasing and using a magnetic sweeper to collect nails and other metal debris from the transfer station area.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Additional discussion continued regarding the Crystal Township dam and county park, including public support for preserving the dam, the need for reliable information regarding repair options and costs, and coordination among Township and County officials.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion: Supervisor Mary Oomen moved to adjourn the meeting. Clerk Bethany Seymour seconded the motion. Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:57 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Bethany Seymour
Crystal Township Clerk
Minutes approved: 9/21/2026


