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The GreatNetherlands

Horse Rescue of 2006

In the small seaside village of
Marrum, Friesland, Wednesday
October 3% 2006began dismal with
blustery winds and sideways rain. As
the day progressed the storm gained
ground and shortly after 3:00pm
local authorities posted severe storm
warnings to the residents who
hunkered down, their small village
about 90 miles northeast of
Amsterdam in the Netherlands.

Along the northern coast of the
Netherlands is a shallow belt of
mudflats and sandy barrier islands.
Usually these remain under water
but twice a day, when the tide goes
out, the water retreats to expose a
massive expanse oidal flats. Hikers
are often seen navigating from one
sand bar to the next, and even if the
water comes in it is generally shallow
enough to wade through during the
summer months. It was not unusual
to see horses and other livestock
wander through these mdflats, as
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the grassz though coarsewas salty
and tasty.

That Wednesday the mixed herd of
200o0r so Friesian horses did not
seem to mind the inclement
weather, they were certainly used to
the harsh conditions of this area and
were of hearty stock, big boned with
thick coats to keep out the late fall
chill. Though the tides were
encroaching on thesandbars, the
horses were not phased and eagerly
sought the salty rye gras, oblivious
to the danger they would be in in just
a few hours. Young horses played in
the shallow sand while their mothers
grazed in consortium, older colts
scampered about sizingputheir
elders withexuberant defiance.

As the strong weather front gained
force throughout the evening, it only
took moments for the fierce storm

to push seawater into thevilderness
area outside the dikes of Marrum.
Torrential rains and rising seas
caused the small island these horses
were onto be completely

surrounded by seawater. As the
water rose the horses gathered
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closer and closer together and soon
found themselves on a small area of
land barley large enough to hold
them. They were trapped and some
of the horses started to panic. Some
leapt into the water which was deep
and swirling, others stood shivering
on the small bank, hunkered down
amidst the unrelenting rain and
disappearing dry landlThe storm
lifted the North Sea waters as much
as 13 feet aboveormal. Three days
later it wouldbe less than 3 feet deep
in most flooded fields, but up to 6
feet deep where they are
crisscrossed with drainage channels
and barbed wire.

According to the local news sources
these horses were to be trapped
there for three long days. 19 of the
horses whganicked drowned, the
ones that were unsure were ousted
from the herd and left to their own
defenses. There was no room to eat
and there was no water for them to
drink. Many horses became weak
from the water and cold with biting
winds thatwent rightthrough them.

News of their story spread acrose
Gontinued on page 1
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Vbite: Vibrating Horse Bit

Vbite is ahorse bitthat is completely covereth
waterproof rubber and is equipped with a
vibrating system that works viBluetooththrough
a mobile phone app. The vibrations emitted insid
andsalivary glands. This process induces chewir
and gener#es a sense of webleing for the horse.
With Vbite, your horse will be more Teceptive
during training, exercise and competitions.

Horse riding requires great camunication
between horse and ridegnd it is essential that
the horse and human are able listen and
understand each otheThegreater the weHlbeing
of both, the easier it is to findarmonyand the
performance is improvedlheVbite system has
also proved extremely effective in handling the
horse from the ground in situations of potential
stresssuch aglipping, farrier or veterinary visits.

With theintuitive interface with the "Vbite"
application for I0S and Android, the pattern and

X 7 @ vbite

Vbite is good

|
|
|
|

|
.f

\\

intensity of the vibration can be changed as neede
It can also be&onveniently recharged thanks to its
special case to be always ready for use.

Vbite is made in Italy with a modern, Avagarde
designand appealing aesthetic. The innovative
vibration systemis covered in a transparent rubber
coatingand completely waterproof.

The inventors of Vbite had a visionpooduce a
gentle method to make the horse accept thd and
OEA OE AdniafieOthedyipeioDlevel of
training. Vbite induces a relaxed and collaborative
attitude in theanimal, putting its welbeing first

For more information visit www.vbite.it
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| admire those with
hairstyles. | don’t
have a hairstyle. |
have hair. Some
days it doesn’t have
hay in it. That’s as
good as it gets.

when a non horse friend
asks what you spend your
money on so you show them
your tack room

YOU ™
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Horses that don't kill us,
make our drinks stronger.

WHEN IT'S A BIT WINDY AND YOU LITERALLY

JUST ASK FOR TROT...

A woman goes out shopping
with her husband and spots a
pair of boots she loves.
The husband says,

“No chance love, they're way
too expensive.”

Later on in bed, the wife is just
falling asleep the husband

tries his luck and places his
hand on her hip and lower on
to her thigh.
She turns to him and says.

"l don't think so mate. If you're
not prepared to shoe the
horse then you sure as hell
aint riding it!”

WHEN YOU HIT THE
STALL DOOR WITH YOUR PITCHFORK

d e
ANDALL THE/MANURE GOES FLYING

HORSE WOMAN LIFE STAGES

N LEASING

l 1 HORSE

t 2 HORSES
’ 3+ HORSES

As soon as you say,
“My horse would never.”

there he goes, nevering like he's
never nevered before

harryhallcom
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our horse that we are sad,

happy, confident, angry or

relaxed. He already knows -
long before we do. 6

This is your moment

Today at Wildwood Farm B&B

-Marijke de Jong

Q0 EO OEA EIC
connect us with heaven and
I OO0 1T x1 Al T O«
. ) -Ronnie Sweet
Immerse yourself in thequestrian world at

Wildwood Farm B&B located on beautiful Whidbe
Island.

Our ranch has a long history of igniting the spar
between horses and humans, whether you want
small introduction or total immersion.

Come experience the power of possibility with
these magnificent creatures and explore the
abundance ofsilent repose.

www.wildwoodfarmbandb.com

WWW.PNWRIiding.com

PACIFIC NORTHWES
4 RIDING ACADEMY
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BECOMING A HORSE

ROSS GAY

Ross Gay wants to understand joy. He is the author of four books of poetry and two essay collectiongdititigdlog which was published in
) October 2022.
O" AAT I ET d@vasfpublished i the July 2012 issue of the Sun magazine.

| was draggig my hands along its belly,
loosing the bit and wiping the spit
from its mouth that made me
I ayradOK 2F 3INIraa Ay GKS (KAy3IQ:
A fly tasting its ear. It was
touching my nose to his that made me know
iKS Of 20SNRa of22Ys Y& ¢St Se@
madenS F¥SSf (GKS f2y3 FAStRQa a
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The sorrow of horses. Made me
forsake my thumbs for the sheen of unshod hooves.

And in this way drop my torches.

And in this way drop my knives

Feel the small song in my chest
swell and my coat glisten and twitch.
And my face grow long.

And these words cast off, at last,
for the slow honest tongue of horses.
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Nutrition Corner

Avoiding Gas Colic in Horses

As a grazing herbivore, horses require a steady flow of fik
forage for a healthy gastrointestinal tract. The equine
hindgut (cecum and colon) plays a significant role in
digestion, heavily relying on a vast microbial population tr
works in balance téerment the fibrous components of plan
that make up the majority of the equine diet.

Gas is a byproduct of normal digestive tract operations, a
the average horse produces copious amounts of it every (
However, if excessive amounts of gas are produced or it i
unable to pass through the many turns and rotations of th
gastrointestinaltract, particularly in the colon, it can build t
and cause the distention, bloating and abdominal pain the
known as gas colic.

There are some instances when rapigjyowing or stressed
pasture grass can be too rich for some horses due to thei
sugarcontent, specifically from the oligosaccharide fructar
These specialhadapted sugars are chains of fructose
molecules found in cool season grasses, such as fescue |
perennial ryegrassThey are resistant to the enzymes of th:
foregut (stomach and smaihtestine) and pass undigested
into the hindgut where they undergo rapid fermentation
producing lacticacidshifting the cecal pH and leading to
increased gas and bloating

A BLAST FROM THE PAST!

MeetZOE

Inthe summer of 201%Vildwood Farm was contacted
by ahorse owner irSedroWoolley who was looking
for help with her6 yr old Quarter/Draft Cross Mare
named Zoe. The owner was in a health crisis and c(

Lush, immature spring grass also can contain
high content d sugar. Stressed grasses cause
by major temperature shifts can cause pastur
grasses to store sugar and quickly become a
potentially rich feed. If possible, when dealing
with new spring grass or stressed pastures,
turn out horses for a limited amount t¢ifme

and increase pasture access over 14 days or
more to allow the digestive tract to acclimate
01l OEEO O1 Axdé mEAAAS

Supplementation with prebiotics, probiotics
and glutamine help support the beneficial
microflora that reside in the digestive tract.

0OAAET OEAO 11 OOEOE O
support fiber digestionProbiotics are
beneficial bacteria or yeast strains that suppo
nutrient absorption, feed efficiency and help
restore the good bacterial community in the
gut. Probiotics are beneficial tany horse and
are often advocated during feed changes,
travel or antibiotic use.

Glutamine maintains healthy intestinal cells
and supports immune health. The vitamin B
complex also supports a healthy Gl tract and
helps to ensure proper digestion.

WILDWOOD FARNAND
TRIPLE CROWN FEEDS
Our partnership with
Triple Crown began in
2014 through a
promotion with the USEF
encouraging farm
members to compare
their current feeding
programs with Triple
Crown products. We
have found the TC
products to be superior
over other produds
primarily because of the
EquiMix technology and
the research support of a
leading edge team
including independent
representatives of
Equine Universities,
Medical clinics and top
level riders and trainers

When Zoe wasibout 18 months old she was
spayeddue to the owner wanting a trail horse that

not give Zoe the care she needed,the marewas

diagnosed with PPSM and had to be on a fairly stric|
diet. Two nights befoe Zoe had escaped her shelter

andwas found grazing on fresh grass, and
unfortunately she had a slight case of colic.

We agreed to take Zoe in and see if she would be

happy in our lesson progranshe was a lovely horse,

dapple grey with black legs andaak mane and tail

structural power house with a laid back personality.

4ET OCE
quick to learn and we found her willing to tighe was
not a suitable mount for any of our beginner student
but she was enjoyed by our more advanced ones.

I A6 O OOAwas Rty x

was dependable and she did not want to have to
worry about heat cycles and mood changes.
Though this is not a common procedure for most
horses, it certainly can be effective in controlling
marish attitudes.Unfortunately it also sealed her
fate for any chances for breeding.

In October of 2020 we sent Zoe to a trainer in
Oregon totry her for jumping, and though she was
a bold jumper her true calling turned out to be as |
reining and cutting horse. She just seeth® have
a naturalway with the cows and loved getting
down and dirty with them!

Zoe was purchased by one0fEA OOAET A
and she is competinguccessfullyn local shows.
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Horse Word Search
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mane colt english
fetlock filly dressage
hoof blaze girth

withers saddle western
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