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MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN 

 

Congratulations to all who participated in and attended 

the June 1 Members Recital and Dinner. It was a very    

delightful and successful afternoon and evening.  People 

are still effusively praising the  performers and saying how 

much they enjoyed the fellowship and dinner at the   

Bonefish Grill. 

Many thanks and kudos to Neal Campbell and Anthony Baron, our gracious hosts at 

Trinity Episcopal Church. The church, with its Harrison & Harrison organ and Fazioli 

piano inspired everyone to create a wide variety of stirring and uplifting music. In    

addition, the event raised over $1,300 for our Scholarship Fund, helping to ensure 

that our chapter can continue to train young organists for the future.  

I thank you all for electing me as the Dean of the Chapter for the coming year. I will do 

my best to lead our chapter in reaching new milestones in music, education, and     

collegiality. Our other Executive officers for the 2025-26 year are: Ryan Kasten,       

Sub-Dean; Dan Kroger, Secretary; Neal Campbell, Treasurer; and Ray Adams,     

Member-at-Large. In addition, Brady Johnson will continue as Scholarship Chairper-

son, and Steve Giddens has graciously agreed to continue as our Newsletter Editor.  I 

am grateful beyond words for all that Steve has done these past three years. I know 

that you all will raise a glass in a toast to Steve, who has done so much for our chapter. 

Our other outgoing officers are: Jerry Myers, Sub-Dean, and Kathleen Knott,         

Member-at-Large. We thank them for their leadership and support all year long.   

What is coming in the 2025-26 season, you ask? Our new board will be finalizing our 

plans during the summer, but we have already laid groundwork for several exciting 

events, including:  

¶ A visit to St. John of the Cross Catholic Church in Vero Beach to see and hear their 

new four-manual, 70-plus rank Austin pipe organ and meet the builder, Michael 

Fazio, and take part in the Blessings of the Musicians. 

¶ Phantasies and Phugues at Christ by the Sea United Methodist Church in Vero 

Beach in late October. 

¶ The Fifth Annual Christmas and Epiphany recital at St. Mark's Anglican Church in 

Vero Beach on January 4. 
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*   A composer-themed Members' Recital (location TBA).  

*   A recital by a major artist of national renown (St. John of the Cross).  

*   An educational event to encourage us to continue to expand our skills and organists 

and directors.  

And, last, but not least, we would like to continue our monthly first Wednesday lunches 

at Ocean Grill. I hope you can join us!  

If there is something that you would like to have our board consider during our       

summer deliberations, please send me an email, or contact one of our new board  

members. Also, if you know someone who should become a member of our chapter, 

please encourage them to join as a CHAPTER MEMBER of the AGO online 

at agohq.org.  All full Chapter Members must sign up online. If there is someone that 

you would like for me to contact, please let me know. We are eager to welcome new 

members, whether full, voting chapter members, or Friends of the Chapter. Friends 

can join by sending the $25 annual fee to our chapter mailbox: P.O. Box 643814, Vero 

Beach, FL 32964. Friends receive our local newsletter, but not the national magazine, 

The American Organist, which requires a full chapter membership or an additional fee.  

Tom Goetz  

DMus, CAGO, Dean   

goetzmusic1@gmail.com 
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Back row (left to right) 

Joseph Rumberger. Ray Adams, Anthony Baron, Ryan Kasten,                 
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Front row (left to right) 

Jack VanderPlate, Marcos Flores, Tom Goetz, Steve Giddens, Gary Parr, 

Dolores Mark 
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