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MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN 

 

On Sunday, February 23, 2025 at 4 pm, the TCCAGO will host 

“The Life and Music of Charles Callahan”  presented by Dr Neal 

Campbell.  Several of our members will perform, including our 

new scholarship student, Amber Schichtel. You may have heard 

Amber sing at St Mark’s last month.  Now she embarks on organ 

studies.  This event will be held at First United Methodist Church 

in Fort Pierce.  Their choir will also be there to open with a       

Callahan introit.   

On Sunday, March 30, 2025 at 4 pm will be our Member’s Recital at Trinity        

Episcopal Church in Vero Beach.  Details to sign up for practice times will be sent 

out soon.  Afterwards, we will elect our new Board of Directors.  Yes, really!                               

Later, we’ve decided to all go out to a local restaurant this year. 

Our TCCAGO’er of the month is Rebecca Burkett.  She was a joy to speak with and 

her commitment to the chapter has been longstanding. 

If you are a member and/or friend of the chapter, please make an extra effort to    

attend our events.  The reason our scholarship program has been so successful is 

from all our efforts.  Tell others about the next two events.  Show your support by 

showing up! 

And remember who we are— 

Some of us are organists, and some of us are organ buffs.   

Some of us are concert organists, and some of us are just beginners. 

Some of us have advanced degrees in organ, and some of us are           

self-taught. 

Some of us play pipe organs, and some of us play electronic organs. 

Some of us are pianists, and some of us are choral directors and           

vocalists. 

We are the Treasure Coast Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 

Keep Practicing. 

Steve Giddens 

Dean TCCAGO 

 



 

TCCAGO EVENT SCHEDULE  

For the 2025 Season 

 

*SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2025 at 4 pm—Charles Callahan Event 

Hosted by Dr Neil Campbell          *Workshop/Demo    

First United Methodist Church of Ft Pierce, Ft Pierce, FL 

 

*SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 2025 at 4 pm—Members Recital at Trinity    

Episcopal Church, Vero Beach, FL                                                        

(followed by election of officers 2025-26) 

 

*April or May 2025 Austin Organ Demo at St John of the Cross,         

Vero Beach, FL  TBA 

 



TCCAGO Chapter Lunch 

Ocean Grill     Vero Beach  

The next luncheon will be  

February 5, 2024 at 12 Noon 

RSVP with Steve Giddens 

Colin MacKnight performed recently at Bethesda By The Sea in Palm Beach 



TCCAGO’ER OF THE MONTH   
 

 

     REBECCA BARKETT 

TCCAGO’ER OF THE MONTH  

REBECCA BARKETT 

 

I would never have guessed that beginning piano lessons at age 

seven would lead to so much enjoyment. Continuing these lessons 

through high school, I then was off to Stetson University to major 

in music. After a year, I decided to change my major and          

graduated with a degree in history of all things.  Upon graduation 

from college, I moved back to Atlanta.  There I learned that the          

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) was actively seeking      

applicants and that training for those accepted would take place at 

the Atlanta Air Route Traffic Control Center. I applied, tested and 

was accepted to begin training, the first woman to go through this 

training here since World War II. After completing schooling, 

training, and apprenticeship, I began my first job as an assistant 

air traffic controller. Even in the 60’s this was a tense, pressure 

filled job. Though I was not yet working with active aircraft i was 

part of a three person team that did so.  

I am not sure that I would have continued this job, but after a year and a half, marriage to my college 

sweetheart changed everything. Instead of law school, my husband, Larry Barkett, had been given the 

choice from Uncle Sam to either be drafted or join up, as it was the height of the Vietnam War. He 

chose to enlist in the US Navy. Amazingly, his first duty was aboard the USS Truckee with a home port 

in Naples, Italy.  So as newlyweds we were off to live in Italy.  

This is where I had my first organ position. The Armed Forces South needed someone to play the organ 

for its weekly church services. I volunteered, with the caveat, I only play the piano. I have no memory of 

the instrument, but, somehow, this began my interest and desire to play the organ. 

Upon return to the US with Larry and our year old son, we moved to St. Petersburg, Florida where   

Larry began law school. While there I played organ for a few small churches and did take lessons from 

the organist at a nearby Lutheran Church and was allowed to practice on their instrument. I also was 

given the method book by John Stainer, from which I diligently practiced the pedal exercises.  

Now, onto Vero Beach, where we have been since 1973. I served as the organist at Trinity Episcopal for 

one 8 year stint and that was followed decades later by another 2 year stint. I have served as organist 

for St. Augustine’s Episcopal and also substituted for local churches. I was blessed to have a patient 

mentor, Edward Weist, in my first few years at Trinity. Together we slowly and patiently worked my 

way through portions of The Orgelbuchlein.  

Thinking of music and inspiration, it is difficult to pick a favorite piece of music as there are favorites 

for different occasions. One piece that always brings inspiration is Bach’s St. Anne’s Fugue. One regret 

is that I did not carve out the time to somehow return to college and complete a degree in music. I have 

been a member of the TCCAGO since its founding many years ago. 

Playing the organ, leading a congregation in worship, rates as a high point in my life. I’ve always said 

that I had the most beautiful “office” anyone could ever have. 



 

Tom Goetz hosting  

The Music of Epiphany at St Mark’s  

Anglican Church, Vero Beach 



 

 



 

 



 







 



THANK YOU FOR BEING AN AGO MEMBER  
 

Is your AGO membership current?  
To manage your membership, renew, change your  

address, find an AGO member, and more just go to the national 
website:  

www.agohq.org  
 

Or 
To become “Friends of the Chapter”* 

send $25 to TCCAGO, PO Box 643814, Vero Beach, FL 32964 
*this special membership does not include the AGO magazine or voting rights 

 

St Mary’s Concert Series at The Pittenger Center at  

St Mary’s Episcopal Church, Stuart, FL 





 
Dan Kroger with Jon Bell.  Jon is an astronomer at 

Hallstrom Planetarium at IRSC.   

Perhaps a moment at the rehearsal of La Traviata? 



TCCAGO Officers for 2024—2025 

 

 Dean:     Steve Giddens 

 Subdean:     Jerry Myers 

 Secretary:    Dan Kroger 

 Treasurer:    Tom Goetz 

 Board Member:   Kathleen Knott 

 Scholarship Chair:   Brady Johnson 

 Chaplain:     Rev. Michael Carter 

 Publicity:     Ursula Rosenberg 

                                                                       Ryan Kasten 

 Webmaster:    Dan Kroger 

From Ryan Kasten — 

The first major program with the new Austin organ will be the                        
Duruflé Requiem on All Souls' Day, and I will do the dedicatory 
recital probably in January 2026.  The organ is to sit and get   
acclimated for at least 6 months before we do any more          
programs besides weekend masses to be sure we have worked 
out any kinks and subtle voicing issues.  


