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Il ssue of continaingm&Reformapemwmn: of past wrongs al
process of healing both victims and perpetrators
be harmful of body and spirit, and a time {10 mov
being, respect a%amea nmdieglstt achiddmigss t hi sl adki sa&gri da
This is Spirit working in all of wus and in histo
am so glad that the ELCA has deemed itself to be
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sharing the Christmas story t hlirnoduegehd ,w oervdesr,y stoinnges
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El sewhere in this newsletter you will find invit
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I n Peace,
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The Learning Community Continues

Beginning on Thursday,

| eadi ng apniortihteura |
l etter

November
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Ephesi ans. This is a wonderful epi std ewistpreask:
in the worl d. The class is |Iimited to 10 people, so
of fice. (We will not be meeting on Thanksgiving!) T
Group on Galatians i f you want more information, man
sians!

Wor s-Bi ple Study, featuring presentations by Dr

ment at Luther Seminary, continues every Wedne

been gathering for that service, which include
ing, meaningful and enjoyabl e. All are invite
ok
GATHER BIBLE STUDY BLE
The Gather Bible Study wil!l meet on TUDY No Vv
in the Conference Room. We wi l | b%1e G.
Study Guide for November. Al l & el to
SOJds MENOGS GROUP
q:" p The ®ewroup meetandndtheTRmdsday of each mont
in Old Town for fellows&qi oapel t ol ndi Nocusmmb ¢ h;
3
MenS on Thursday, November 13th and Wednesday, No°
GRDUP more i nformation c e2nltBa’eBt8 6Tlom Ber | age, 1
PEACE: T_HE ULTIMATE GOAL_ ¢ KS a2z NJf ¢SI OK y
2025 Interfaith Workshops & Service L i _ o
wlk RAOIFf LyauNdHzOez2y AY |UKS
. e
Interfaith Worksh Lors !
terfait orkshops Based on the book by David P. Gushee
: t26 - Nov 1 ! |
'?'?r:g?)ésPM?ZPMG ov 16 ’ . a h+||_b9¢2. Study Leader: Pastor David Brandfass
B Wednesdays, 11:00 am — Noon
Multi-Faith Worship Service § i bL¢9zs esdas = i e
Sunday, Nov 23 a9¢l hsl{¢ch28SYOSNE pz M Hcecz 39 [5508
Time: 2-4pm < [ 1) w/ In person at Christ Lutheran - Sedona
;2:2?}heUltimateGoal bnm { O |k @rlbyZo{on&f%SOJandtravellngpeople
' /' h¢eechb2hhpb
(refreshments & pie will be served following the service) November5.....cocoovveeeicciiiieeeeenn, According to Mark
) ) ) ) November 19.........cccceuennne. According to Matthew
Nov (b—Buddhlsjc Faith L. NO\{ M €-Hindu Faith November 26 ........ccccveeeevvereenneen. According to Luke
Nov H e-Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship )
December 3......ccooeeeiiiiicciiieeee, According to John
Please bring a non-perishable food item to the worship service to
be shared with Old Town Mission. Monetary offerings to assist Please sign up in the narthex at SOJ.
local homeless population. Indicate OP€ for in person after your name
For more information, call 928-274-6289 or email: Indicate &Z€ for by Zoom after your name
verdevalleyinterfaith@gmail.com




October 13, 202

Just wanted to say thanks to al tn my
doing everything they have throw jJat

Love you all,
Rut h Tasa

WELCA NEWS

The | adies of WELCA met on October 9t e Fe
meeting. Becky K |l ed as president; an | ed

3]
tions and presented a modern interpre‘\/ of t
=

T Gl ena A gave &t hreeploretasur er
T Deanne C gave ©OrheepoSec.retaries

T Sue B presented an update on quilting progress.
the Ot8 Quail Country Quilters Show and Sal e. (
be needed. She also updated us on Ghdapntegmdés
mas event to be held December 6t h.

T Several of the Joyful Quilters and Crafters gr
volunteers at that event, and those were sh-own
20 fabric drawstring bags donated to the quilt:e
items useful to those at the Homeless Coalitior

T Marie presented futuReaekkOusr pdamnedmmiyt it eae i r
booth at the Fall/l Festivai25(hea&led oatma¥YV ofmaiSugqrda!l
Okt oberfest Potluck DiNohey OtferR6ghopnWHBCAMDber-
recogiifitei oSnomalragyhi p service and fell owship on N

Thanksgiving worship at Mountain View UMC on N
Red Cross Bl ood Drive on Dec. -al othhg, wandn a hGo nvnel
Voices benefitting Joy Packs on Dec. 12th. Al I
hi ghlighden nogn bupl | etins and calendar s.

Prayers were given for family and friends of WEL
cial needs.

The meeting closed witls tPremyregeci tation of Our Lo

Respectfully submitted,
Deanna Cosdremret@oy

WELCAOs oOTaste of Cheg.

Saturday, Decempmr 6t h, 8am

Christmas crafts, homemade goodi es
cake, pi es, cooki es, capdpheets. i nL o\




IN-REACH / OUTREACH TEAM

The-Remch/ OQutreach Team wil|l me et Ilnegday
Novemberl®am iat t he Conference R

| iRkeach/ OQOutreach Team thanks all the participants
Fal | Festival and our Ger man Reformation Service
Native American Boarding School Healing Coalitio
en workers to those who provided shade at the fa
bel i eledi wor k, @ur hands!




FOOD BANK SUNDAY

Noperi shable food i Semsawil Nobembefrl €ad

food bank. Leave your food items in t
HUNGRY Pl ease remember to check the expiratio
DAYTIME BOOK CLUB

Ti télkeS / dzZNA2dza LY OARSwWIV¥S2T (KS

Aut hor : Mar k Haddon
| SBN®#7-8400032716 226 pages

Summar y:

Curious I ncident-Tiome tihe -ydoagrl d nﬂ:lir‘nieStNdight

The

pher Boone, a mathematically gifted boy with aut
dog, Wellington, a task his father forbids himf
including that his mother is alive, not dead as
the dog. Christopher flees to London to find his
reconciles with his faltehweeal amat Ip assxsaems, as ymhuccliiazi |
pendence and confidence.

OQur avid book readers wil/| meet on Tuesday, Nove
SO0J. Remember this day change because of Thanks

foll owing f or mat-asudi-bRyeogeus,l aAu dPiro nBtoooke on CD, and |

In need of prayer?

Pl ease direct all prayer r e
kl stransky@gmai {i74@@m0or call

WORSHIP SCRIPTURE READINGS

Nov 2: -Banll8s: 1IPsal m 146;-2I3ph¢31ik]@n§::"’//

Nov 9: JPDHalorP2&8A m 21 7T hke,s sl172 : L u k-88 21 \\“

Nov 16: -2Mg!l Ps4al m 98-132 IThkKefHs23: 56
Nov 23: -@derP2a83l'm 4B0; Cbuk-4323: 33
Nov 30:-5ls®salin 12214 RoMmtidA4: 214: 36



American

Christmas

“You're Not Done Becoming”

YOU'RE
NOT DONE
BECOMING

Sarah Naylor has released her book
entitled “You're Not Done Becoming: Reclaim
Personal Power and Purpose to Transform
Your Life at Any Age”. Via Zoom, Sarah will
lead conversations about this insightful book
from 10:00-11:30 in the Fellowship Hall
on November 6th, 13th, and 20th.

If you have questions,
ask Gwen Brandfass,
Marla Banks, Margit
Larsen, and Nancy
Oelklaus for more
information.

These gatherings will be so much more than
book discussions; they will be an opportunity
for people to reflect on their own journeys,
share wisdom, and be encouraged in faith
and life.” We hope you'll join us.

Zoom invitation:

"You're Not Done Becoming” class
Time: Nov 6, 2025 10:00 AM Arizona
Every week on Thu, 3 occurrence(s)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics)
files to your calendar system.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89892000398?
pwd=V{iXQIYCGGxmO0tYiJ9zDoVuSIABM 1r.1

Meeting ID: 898 9200 0398
Passcode: 152499

American
Red Cross

O

Shake Up Your

Holiday Tradition

Qirse Blood

Spirit of Joy Holiday Blood Drive

Wednesday, December 10th
9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church
330 Scenic Drive, Clarkdale, AZ

For an appointment, please visit RedCrossBlood.org
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
Sponsor Code: Joy

Give Something that Means Something®
1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Missiofi NELM
Plan for fall collection of schoc clo
is the wish |ist from the NELM Hdut
plastic tote in the fellowship N, T
I f you have ques tReoancsh,/ Quotnrteaaccth WAL
into their website wwsonkbm. moge information
Medi cal supplies Children'"s wunder wear
Fl ashlights Pajamas for all ages
Batteries Men's clothing
Backpacks Winter clothing
Canned vegetabl es Socks
Packaged dry goods Layette kits
Condi ment s School supplies
HaAnHp {tLwL¢ hC Wh [ 1, w/
Of ficers Lialsons
Bil dRyoperty
Kellie 8&Bnderdent j_and_btay@yutl ook. com
ksander s0410 @g AT&5F1I1.3c30 m 815 92803337 (h2)7-4320128(c)
Laura Storvarcsekyyresi dent Mi ck Sharmrahdarh For mati on
kl stransky @g 87v@409 2 cl m mobilrrtaz@gnrand9 %0 m, 402
Pam Mo®dSlecr et ary Sue Br#®Reach/ OQutreach
SOJCCPAM@g mai I-5@3598 802 npsbro@outl o-@k-208 B, 928
Rich &Filegnce Officer Ex Officio
norgeri ch,@a3%2183O @& Pr . Conrad Braat en
prbraat en@g ma2iltkd.2c3o5m, 202
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Sharing God's

L

n lowa, your generosity is transforming

lives through fresh, healthy produce. Cedar

Rapids is a metropolitan area surrounded by

small, rural communities. Though the city

is known as a good place to raise a family,
its government struggles to support the needs of
a growing marginalized population that includes
many immigrants. By one estimate, 11% of the

county's adult population is food-insecure and

40% of those individuals do not qualify for federal
food assistance such as the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).

Feed Iowa First, which is supported by your gifts
to ELCA World Hunger, is a grassroots community
of businesses, faith organizations, schools, farmers
and volunteers that combats food insecurity by
“growing food and farmers.” The food production
takes place on underutilized urban land in and
around Cedar Rapids, including at a handful of
ELCA congregations. At St. Andrew Lutheran
Church, Feed lowa First set up an urban farm with
bitter gourds, cucumbers and sweet peppers. The
garden at Faith Lutheran Church in Marion grows
leeks — over 125 pounds just last summer.

A key part of this food production is to increase
access to farmland for a diversity of farmers,
including immigrants, so they can grow crops

for their families and communities and build
successful businesses. Darius Nupolu, a graduate
of the farming program, grew up in a small village
in Liberia with his father. “Farming was the only
major source of income for our family,” Darius
shares. Income from their family farm provided
for Darius’ education, and over time, he became
more interested in agriculture. When he completed
high school, he says, ‘I told my dad that [ was

With your support, Darius (right) began growing going to college to study agriculture so that [ would
Liberian produce in lowa. He now operates

a thriving agricultural business.
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return to help improve our farming system,
ultimately improving the lives of our family
members.” After college, he had the opportunity
to work with the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID), where his interest and
passion grew.

In 2015, Darius and his family moved to the
U.S. However, not until they relocated to
Cedar Rapids two years later was Darius able
to begin farming. Through networking, he
connected with Feed lowa First and quickly saw
a huge demand in the local African immigrant
community for culturally relevant vegetables.
Many traveled to Minnesota for such produce,
a four-hour drive. With the help of Feed lowa
First and ELCA World Hunger, Darius began
growing Liberian bitter ball, eggplant, okra,
sweet potato vines, hot peppers, collards

and cucumbers. He now operates a thriving
business — Nupolu’'s Emerging Farms LLC —
which he continues to expand.

In 2024, with your support, Feed Iowa First
produced 43,655 pounds of fresh, chemical-
free produce. More than 32,000 pounds

were delivered to local food banks, pantries,
community refrigerators, apartment complexes
and clinics. Some of this produce is distributed
through the organization’s “veggie van,”

which gives vegetables to anyone who stops

by — more than three thousand people last
year alone. At one stop last year, a gentleman
thanked volunteers for coming to his apartment
complex in a part of town where it is difficult

to find affordable, fresh, healthy food. “These
are the only vegetables I see all week,” he

said. For Feed lowa First, the act of meeting
neighbors where they are is essential when
those neighbors face food insecurity, income
disparities, health problems, mobility problems
and other social disadvantages.

Through your gifts to ELCA
World Hunger, you ensure that
people have access to the food
they need, which is critical to
building vibrant communities
where everyone can reach their
full potential.

Feed lowa Firs|
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**Youth $800.00; Shoe Drive $1,542.72 Wh t | / Y {
9/30/2025 Ending Balance Lucy Acheson
General Fund $89,515.29 Fred & Sally Huff
Mortgage Fund 6,000.01 Anita Young
Pastoral Call Fund $37,800.00 (Banking: current vs full-time Pastoral
expenses D L C ¢ {
Restricted 12,192.20 .
Ministries Kip & Laura Stransky
Ending Bal $145,507.50 in honor of
nding Balance T our faithful Prayer Team
2FNR wSAaGRBOISRoSHY R
LyOo2YS$ 9ELSyasSabsSi LyO2YS
$ 25.00 $0.00 $ 25.00
Sl G S-{ Sy
LyozYS$ 9ELSyasSabsSi LyO2YS
$ 7,804.00* $23,706.14** $(15,902.14)
JOYFUL MUSIC MAKER$
*Thrivent Choice Dollar $1,154.00 **Youth Camp Fee $250.00 Parking Lot  $5,415.00
WELCA for Chairs $5,000.00 Piano Tuning $700.00 Landscaping $1,100.00 .
Donation for Chairs $1,650.00 Building HVAC $9,145.73  Chairs $7,095.41 Joi n us as we Ma k
Joyful Noise evlery
9/30/2025 Ending Balance
Building Fund $ 0.00 9: 0O®@amyful Music Re
Landscaping Fund 0.00 )
Y~ > 066.00 9: 15%dHm mn Sing
Mortgage Principa T 11: 183aomyf ul Mu s i ¢ Re
Organ/Piano Fund 2,300.87
Restricted Designated 0.00 Al l singers, i nfstr
- - and noise makerfs of
Restricted Undesignated 14,563.37
are wel come!
$18,930.24
Bank 11 month CD $10,000.00
Mission Investment Fund Savings Balance S 2,426.22
Mission Investment Fund Mortgage Owed $112,160.90
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November Highlights

20Food Bank Sunday
I nterfaith Workshop,
501 Reach/ Outreach
9O Vet e ali e Sunday
I nterfaith

Mtpmm Vi e
Meeting (CR),

(FH) after

1d8Me& Group @ Red Rooster Caf®
WELCA Meeting (FH), 9:30am
16l nterfaith Workshop,4Mmunt ai n
19Church Council Meeting, 4:300¢
2@Gather Bible Study (CR), 2pm
23WELC® Noisy Offering during w

I nterfaith

29 Dayti me Book Group (CR), 2pm
206Med Group @ Red Rooster Caf ®,
28 Thanksgiving Day

28 Day after Toh@fnfkiscgei v@lnogs e d
3@Healing Sunday

9l:
Wor kshop,4Mmunt ai @

Thanksgivingdmwor ship,

SOJ Weekly
umc, Worship Schedule

10am
30am M/B'Méehqiﬁ) Wodr shi p
View Weadlnesdays 5y

8
anr\]IVorsE‘hSi.Lpndays 9:

i e w Fuqvllc! oSWfsmli lpo wi r.
Sunday Worshll p

orship
Mt n
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