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A Letter From 
The Editor...

beannachtaí!
It is Buffalo Irish Festival Time. 

The f estival c ommittee h as b een m eeting a t t he 
Buffalo Irish Center the past 10 months fund rais-
ing, planning and organizing the first Buffalo Irish 
Festival. This festival is sponsored by the 
Buffalo Irish Center and the Irish Cultural & Folk 
Art Association (ICFAA), now all their hard work 
has come together and I want you to 
encourage you and your friends to make it out 
to the Buffalo’s Outer Harbor for the big event!

This issue is out to showcase our Buffalo 
Irish Festival on July 29, 20 & 31 but I want 
to remind you that our “THURSDAYS 
UNDER THE TENT” started July 7th and runs 
until the end of August.  There is always 
something happening at the Buffalo Irish Center.

 Slan,
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor
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Can a local festival be both popular and 
unknown to Western New Yorkers? It 
can if it’s the Niagara Celtic Heritage 
Festival! This charming event is held 
every year in Northern Niagara County, 
and if you haven’t visited before then 
mark your calendars now: September 17 
& 18.
For many Niagara Celtic is a hidden gem, 
a family-friendly affair that celebrates 
amazing heritage, history and fantasy in 
a way that’s reminiscent of the carnivals 
and fairs of yester-year. The festival 
is packed with non-stop entertainment 
and hands-on fun, all sheltered within 
trees and surrounded by a breathtaking 
view of Lake Ontario. Once you arrive 
you’ll instantly feel magic in the air. 
We’re not kidding! It’s an indescribable 
atmosphere, created out of an amazingly 
diverse crowd surrounded by so many 
new experiences and fun they can’t help 
but smile and get swept away.
There is a wonderful array of Irish, 
Scottish and Welsh foods, artisans, 

performers, craftsmen, animals, 
historical re-enactors and more. Guests 
can shop, dine, listen to music, cheer on 
athletes, learn to swordfi ght, see animal 
demos, explore the popular kid’s corner, 
attend classes…the list goes on and on. 
“You really have to see the festival to 
understand how amazing it is,” explains 
one of the festival’s Associate Directors, 
Vicki Banks. “Every year we have new 
guests join us that are stunned…they 
can’t believe such a unique and wonderful 
festival exists in their ‘backyard’.”
Visiting their website, NiagaraCeltic.
com, you can get a sense at how big 
and broad the festival is. Photos include 
guests enjoying a vast variety of 
entertainment. MacFarlane’s Company is 
one of a handful of groups that have been 
attending since 2001. Based in Ohio, they 
offer hands-on learning, including the 
chance for children to become soldiers 
and battle the British. Longtime member 
Karen Wood has attended since the fi rst 
year.  “I love the many folks who say 

‘My kids played your games at the 1st 
or 2nd [Niagara Celtic] festival and now 
they are in college or have little ones of 
their own!’”
We also believe one of the most 
important parts of their festival is their 
hard-working team of volunteers; nearly 
500 people contribute their talent and 
skills to help make sure guests have a 
wonderful time. To have such a large 
body of volunteers is rare for a modern 
non-profi t, and we can’t help but believe 
that mysterious ‘festival magic’ has 
something to do with it.
Save the Dates: the 16th Niagara Celtic 
Heritage Festival is on Sept. 17 & 18 
in Olcott, NY, which is less than an 
hour drive from Buffalo, Niagara Falls 
and Rochester. There’s also plenty of 
accommodations nearby if you visit for 
the weekend (different events happen 
each day so it’s worth staying). Pre-Sale 
tickets, VIP packages and even special 
discounts are available at NiagaraCeltic.
com; kids 12 & under are free, and there 

is also free parking. 
Of course one way for the festival to be 
memorable is to get in FREE! Visit their 
website by August 26th for a chance to 
win ticket packages- they’re drawing 
6 winners and the contest is open to 
everyone 14 and older.
**TIME AND MONEY SAVING TIP!! 
The festival’s Ticket Booth is always 
busy every year, though the staff works 
hard to process people as fast as possible. 
We recommend not wasting time 
standing in line by ordering your tickets 
online. The system is easy to use, and 
you’ll save money by ordering before 
Labor Day. Irish Times Readers can use 
the special Promo Code: TIMESLOVE 
and save 5% off your order- good until 
9/10! So this year while others stand in a 
long, sunny or windy line, you’ll already 
be enjoying the concerts, shopping, 
food…and everything else you love 
about Niagara Celtic! 
*Photo credit is to Wayne Peters for all 
our photos

The Daughters of Erin had a very 
successful year and although we have a 
summer break from business meetings 
there are festivals and events are on 
our “to do” list. The annual Calendar 
Luncheon, our largest fundraiser, was 
held in May and all 200 plus ladies 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed the 
beautifully decorated tables, lunch and 
the Chinese Auction under the expertise 
of our chairperson Bonnie O’Hara. This 
affords us the opportunity to continue 
our charitable donations throughout the 
year.
Our June meeting began with the 
beautiful candlelit Initiation Ceremony 
for new members. Renee Leiser 
did a wonderful job planning our 

ceremony and delicious catered dinner 
that followed. We welcomed 8 new 
members this year and congratulate 
MaryJo Beltrami, Sheila Fitzpatrick, 
Jacqueline Krupczyk, Mary Lynch, 
Elaine McAllister, Patricia Seiner, 
Caroline Spoth and Kristine Werner 
who were sworn in by Past National 
President Meme Riedy. A short business 
meeting led by President Rosemary 
Davis reminded us of the events the 
summer has in store for us.
The Knights of Equity 3rd Degree and 
Ladies of Kincora will host the annual 
“Antless Picnic” on Wednesday July 27 
from 5 – 8pm in the Claddagh Room 
of the Buffalo Irish Center. The event is 
open to all members, family and friends 

and features hamburgers, hot dogs, 
homemade salads, desserts and door 
prizes for adults and children. Tickets 
are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
children 10 years and younger and are 
available by calling Knights of Equity 
3rd Degree President Charlie McSwain 
at 860-2491 or can be purchased at 
the door the evening of the event. All 
proceeds benefi t our scholarship fund.
The Knights of Equity and Daughters 
of Erin National Convention will take 
place October 7th and 8th hosted by 
Pittsburgh Court 9 at the Marriott in 
Cranberry Township, PA. Meetings 
and renewing friendships will highlight 
the weekend and we know it will be 
a great time with our friends from 

Court 9 and Detroit Court 6. Robin 
Messenger, Court 5 Buffalo, will be 
sworn in as National President, so this 
will be a memorable weekend for all in 
attendance.
If you are Catholic and of Irish descent, 
over 18 years of age and would like to 
join our organization, contact President 
Rosemary Davis at 648-1589. Our 
meetings are the third Wednesday of 
each month (except July, August and 
December) at 7pm in the Buffalo Irish 
Center.
Have a safe, happy and fun summer!

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Closer Than You Realize: A Hidden Adventure along Lake Ontario
Finding Annual Celtic Fun at Olcott Beach

Daughters of Erin
by Meme Riedy
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by Joyce Burke

Greetings from the Erie County La-
dies’ Ancient Order of Hibernians/
LAOH!  We are excited for the 2022 Buf-
falo Irish Festival and hope you will join 
us there July 29-31.  Please stop by our 
table and say hello.  We’d love to talk to 
you in person so you can find out more 
about us – who we are, what we do, and 

how we are guided by our LAOH mot-
to of Friendship, Unity and Christian 
Charity.  Perhaps you’ll find our organi-
zation would be a good fit for you to join 
us as a member!  We also welcome sug-
gestions for charities we should consid-
er supporting, and anyone stopping by 
can participate in our fundraising raffle 
with great prizes.

LAOH members are busy helping 

with Festival preparations and will be 
out and about throughout the festival 
volunteering, including at the Sunday 
morning Festival mass.  All are wel-
come to attend the open-air mass, with 
Bishop Michael Fisher presiding.  Our 
collection will be nonperishable food 
donations for the Buffalo St Vincent 
DePaul Food Distribution Center.  Kin-
dred, an Irish Center favorite for sacred 

song, will lead the music ministry for 
the mass.  If you would like to join in the 
Irish Festival choir and/or add your own 
special vocal or instrumental selection 
to the prelude, please email J5Burkes@
verizon.net or call/text 716-474-1498.

Clear your busy summer calendars 
for 3 days of Irish music, culture, friend-
ship and fun.  We look forward to seeing 
you!

LAOH Loves the Buffalo Irish Festival!
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The Irish Festival will be honored with 
the presence of the Bishop of Buffalo, Mi-
chael William Fisher and his secretary, Rev 
Sean Paul Fleming on Sunday, July 31st. 

Bishop Mike will celebrate the 10:30 
am.Mass.

Father Bill Quinlivan will concelebrate.
Led by the AOH and KOE Color Guard, 

members of Buffalo Irish and Irish
American organizations together with 

representatives from the traditional Irish 
Dance Schools and Gaelic football /hurling 

teams will join Bishop Mike in the Entrance 
Procession.

Music for the bilingual liturgy (Irish and 
English) will be coordinated by Kindred 
Duo,Dave and Felicia Meyers. The Com-
htaltas Chorus will join them, Mindy Zie-
linski (English) and Kevin Conroy (Irish) 
will serve as lectors.

Attendees are encouraged to bring 
non-perishable foods* as an offering.  A 
monetary collection will be given to the 
Columban Sisters (Silver Creek) to support 

their work among famine and poverty vic-
tims around the globe.

Liz Burke (Festival Co-Chair) and Tim 
Flanagan (Co-chair) and their family mem-
bers will bring up the Offertory Gifts. Mem-
bers of the AOH and the Knights of Equity 
will take up the monetary donations.

Cuirimid céad míle fáilte roimh an Ea-
spag Micheá!, roimh an Athair Seán agus 
roimh an Athair Liam!

*Non-perishable food will be given to the 
St. Vincent de Paul Kitchen.

Bishop Mike Fisher
Buffalo Irish Festival Mass Celebrant
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by Meme Riedy

Only weeks to go aftermore than a year of 
planning and fundraisers, the Daughters of 
Erin and Ladies of Kincora look forward to 
the weekend of July 29th – July 31 to bring 
the Buffalo Irish Festival 2022 back to the 

Outer Harbor and the first festival hosted 
by the Buffalo Irish Center. There will be a 
weekend of Irish music; both local and from 
Ireland, Irish step and set dancing, cultur-
al events, vendors; as we all love to shop, a 
children’s tent with a variety of crafts for the 
little wee ones to enjoy and the great James 
Joyce exhibit, plus lots more.

The Daughters of Erin and Ladies of 
Kincora are ready to enjoy the festival. Two 
beautiful baskets will be raffled; an Irish 
Coffee Basket and a Lottery Basket, as well 
as recipe cards to prepare your favorite Irish 
dishes. Information and packets will also be 
available for those who might be interested 
in joining our organization.

We would like to give special thanks to 
the planning committee for all their hard-
work and dedication to make this a success-
ful weekend,as well as the volunteers and all 
those involved in making this a memorable 
weekend.

See you at the festival!

The Daughters of Erin
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by Joyce Burke

After a hiatus of almost 5 years, the Celtic 
Angels Irish Gaelic Youth Choir is back and 
very much looking forward to the Buffalo 
Irish Festival.  The 2021 High Kings concert 
at the Buffalo Irish Center/BIC was attended 
by a young family of fans from Clarence Cen-
ter that had such a wonderful time the mom 
began to research what else went on at BIC 
that could keep them coming back.  Kudos to 
the Irish Center website team for keeping the 
Celtic Angels contact information on the site.  
The mom reached out to me as past director, 
said she had 2 children and several friends 
with children who would be interested in 
Gaelic and Irish culturalmusic, and the 2nd 
generation of the Celtic Angels was formed.  

We currently practice one weekday a month 
in the early evening in a host home and join 
in the BIC Saturday Singing sessions once a 
month to learn from our community.  We 
have 4 members, ranging in age from 4 to 8 
years old, with a deputy member under the 

age of 1on rattle, and are looking forward to 
adding 2 more members this summer.Emily 
Reagan with her fine voice, Niagara Universi-
ty-trained teaching skills, and Irish language 
studies background has recently joined me as 
co-director.

While the first generation of Angels got 
their start singing national anthems, this 
new group began in the fall of 2021 with 
Irish Gaelic Christmas carols then moved 
into popular Irish song for their debut per-
formance on St Patrick’s Day 2022.  We hope 
you will join us at the Buffalo Irish Festival on 
Sunday afternoon 7/31.  We will be starting 
in the Kids’ Tent crafting St Brigid’s crosses, 
followed by an interactive performance in the 
cultural tent.   If you are interested learning 
more about us and/or know children who 
might be interested in joining, please stop in 
at the Festival or contact me at J5Burkes@ver-
izon.net. Our first long-term goal is to open 
for the High Kings at a future Buffalo Irish 
Festival.  Please support this year’s festival 
and let’s keep coming back for more - Sláinte/
Good Health to you all!

Celtic Angels Youth Choir Returns!
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Richard Hogan, Kevin Conroy, Patricia Duggan, Deb Hunt, Mike Battenfeld, Mary 
Batzinger, Randy Harlach, Kay Edgington, Jo Russell Calia Heroth, Tim Staube, Diana 
Staube, Margaret McGrath and Kathleen Kelly

Scoil Chultúr agus 
Teanga na hÉireann

School of Culture and Irish Language

Guímid gach rath ar 
Fhéile Éireannach 

Bhuffalo
We wish the Buffalo Irish Fest 

every success.
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GENEALOGY
Family Research

Guidelines to untangling your roots

Donna M. Shine
6350 Scherff Road, Orchard Park NY 14127

(716) 662-1164
dmshine@aol.com
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& FOLK ART

ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO, NY INC.

SPONSOR OF 
THE ANNUAL 

BUFFALO FEIS

All interested in our 
Irish Heritage are welcome. 

MEETINGS:
2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm 
at the Buffalo Irish Center

For Information, Call
 Charlie McSwain at 716-677-4497

www.buffalofeis.org

Proud ofBeing

IRISH & 
CATHOLIC

Located In The Buffalo Irish Center

Join The 

ANCIENT
ORDER of 

HIBERNIANS
Contact Tom Lambert (716) 796-7687
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W N Y ’ S  O R I G I N A L  I R I S H  I M P O R T  S H O P

EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR FOR 

TARA’S DIARY 
CHARMS

(FITS MOST BRACELETS)

10AM-4 PM Mon.-Sat.; 10AM-7 PM Thursday
250 Abbott Road • Buffalo, NY • (716) 825-6700

www.taragiftshoppe.com

For Membership Information Call
Skip Sommer 716-812-0538 • skipsommer@gmail.com

The Illustrated Life of Michael Collins by 
Colm Connolly is a short multipictured look 
at the brief but important life of Michael 
Collins.  A hero of the 1916 revolt, he was 
assassinated during the civil war, which 
followed the establishment of the Irish Free 
State.

Readers looking for an in-depth biography 
of his life will not fi nd it in this work.  What 
you will fi nd is a very readable glimpse into 
the life of  “The Big Fellow,” as many called 
him.  

Michael Collins was a man of many gifts.  
While his formal education ended at the 
local National School, he acquired a love of 
books and learning from his father at an early 
age.  At the age of six his father died. Young 
Michael continued learning from his family 
and members of the community.  During this 
time he developed a knowledge and love of 
Ireland, its history and a fi erce devotion for 
Irish independence.

Michael was also gifted with good looks and 
guile.  These talents helped him in personal 
relationships and in establishing a stunningly 
successful spy ring.  His use of “G” men and 
operatives such as the “Twelve Apostles” 
proved very useful in dealing with the far 
superior British Army.

Although a brief work, The Illustrated Life 
of Michael Collins gives the reader a real 

feel for the man who served Ireland so well 
during these desperate times.  On his father’s 
deathbed, “he pointed to Michael junior and 
said to the assembled family: ‘Mind that 
child.  He’ll be a great man yet and will do 
things for Ireland.’”

As always, visitors are welcome to use 
the library.  Presently, hours are the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
by appointment. Please contact me fi rst as 
there is an Irish language class being held in 
the library at that time.  I may be reached 
at:  716-873-1078 or jjeboyle@yahoo.com.  
Volunteers are always welcome and we are 
still looking for book club members.

Gems from the Library
Jim Boyle

10 Family History Questions 
to Ask Your Grandparents

When researching your family history, one of the greatest resources at your disposal are 
your living relatives. Your grandparents and other older relatives may just be your closest 
connection to earlier generations of your family.
When your grandparents pass, their knowledge and memories of your family’s history 
disappear forever.
Interviewing your elderly relatives now is not only great for capturing and preserving their 
stories for future generations, but also a wonderful way to get to know them better.
Here are some questions to ask your grandparents before it’s too late:
1. What were the names and birthdates of your siblings, parents and grandparents? Did any of 
them have nicknames?
2. When and where were you born? Did your parents share any stories with you about that day?
3. What is your earliest childhood memory? Happiest? Saddest?
4. What was your childhood like? What did you enjoy doing for fun?
5. What was school like for you growing up? Where did you go to school?
6. When and how did you meet grandpa/grandma?
7. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child?
8. What did you want to be when you grew up? What jobs did you have?
9. What events most impacted your life growing up?
10. What would you say is your proudest achievement?

Thomas W. Carroll Ancient Order 
of Hibernians Division One and the 

Black Rock Historical Society

Recently worked together to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Fenian Invasion of 
Canada from Buffalo in 1866 at the Fenian 
Monument.  This commemoration also 
marked the 5th Annual commemoration 
of the Fenian Invasion by the AOH at the 
actual site of the Fenian Invasion along 
the Niagara River in Towpath Park.  The 
commemoration was the culmination of 
events on Friday June 3rd and Saturday 
June 4th, 2016.  A Hooley was held at the 
Buffalo Irish Center on Friday.  Saturday’s 
events included a Parade down Niagara 
Street to the Fenian Monument and a 
very moving ceremony at the Monument, 
attended by almost one hundred individuals, 

including the Consul General of Ireland, 
Barbara Jones, local dignitaries including 
New York State Senator Tim Kennedy, City 
of Buffalo Comptroller, Mark Schroeder 
and many members of the AOH and the 
Black Rock Historical Society.  The day’s 
events concluded with a reception at the 
Black Rock Historical Society Museum.  
The weekend’s events not only helped to 
honor an important event in the history 
of Buffalo, but also helped to honor those 
brave individuals who also served to inspire 
the Easter Rising in Ireland fi fty years later!  
Tom Lambert, AOH NYS Secretary and 
AOH Division One President

NYS Senator, Tim Kennedy; AOH Member Larry Ginnane; Irish Consul 
General, Barbara Jones;  AOH NYS Secretary and Division One President, 
Tom Lambert; AOH Standing Committee Chairman, Jim O’Brien; AOH Vice 
President Kevin Lafferty, AOH Member Patrick Krey; AOH Financial Secretary, 
Tom Callaghan and AOH Member Bill Butler.


