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By UIAA
What a great day for our community! The 2024 Saint 
Patrick's Day Parade will be held right on the feast day of 
Saint Patrick, Sunday, March 17th on Delaware Avenue in 
Buffalo. The United Irish American Association (UIAA) 
has elected Liam T Knott as Grand Marshal 2024 for this 
once in a lifetime honor. 

The day will begin with Mass at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral at 
10:30AM. Mass will be concelebrated by Bishop Michael 
Fisher and the UIAA chaplain Fr. David Richards, all are 
welcome. Parade participants will begin formation around 
the McKinley Monument in front of City Hall. At 2PM 
the Parade will step off on Delaware Avenue and proceed 
north on Delaware to North Street.

Liam T Knott is a graduate of Canisius High School, 
Canisius College and UB School of Medicine. He is a 
General and Bariatric Surgeon with UBMD Surgery 
practicing at ECMC and Kenmore Mercy Hospitals. Liam’s 
Irish history began with his maternal grandparents, the 
late Thomas and Eileen Courtney both born in County 
Kerry, Ireland. The Grand Marshal started work on the 
Parade as a teenager, working in the line up area. He was 
elected to the Executive Committee of the UIAA in 2008. 
The Saint Patrick’s Day Parade has always been a family 
event for Liam. His grandfather Thomas V Courtney was 
grand marshal in 1962, his mother, Brigid in 1981 and his 
uncle, John P Courtney in 2002.

LIAM T. KNOTT
GRAND MARSHAL SAINT 

PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
SUNDAY, MARCH 17TH ON 

DELAWARE AVENUE AT 2PM

As Grand Marshal, 
Liam has tapped 
his brother 
Michael Knott and 
his sister Breda 
Knott to be his 
deputy marshals. 
A contingent of 
family and friends 
will be marching 
led by Liam’s dad, 
Timothy Knott 
and his sister-
in-law, Carleen 
(McCarthy) Knott. 

This year the 
Parade is dedicated 
to the memory 
of Michael W 
Roberts. Mike was 
a hard-working, 
longtime member of 
the UIAA Executive 
Committee, Grand 
Marshal in 1995. 
Mike also came 
from a family 
very active in the 
Parade. His parents the late John and 
Mary Roberts were Grand Marshals in 
1970 and 1987. Mike’s wife Susan A (nee 
Terranova) and his daughter Maria will 
be leading the family group in his honor. 

For more information groups 
interested in participating in this 

year’s Parade may visit us online at 
www.BuffaloStPatricksDayParade.com 
or email to uiaaStPatrickParade@gmail.
com or telephone at 716-875-0282. UIAA 
Executive Committee members are also 
available on Sunday afternoons at 3PM 
at Buffalo Irish Center, 245 Abbott Road. 
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR...
beannachtaí!

It has been a very busy year for the Buffalo Irish Center. The Buffalo 
Irish Times is back and plans to have 5 issues/yr. It will be sent to all 
GAAA members and posted on the Buffalo Irish Center website. The 
Buffalo Irish Festival was a mighty success and the plans for 2024 
started the day after the 2023 festival ended.

Here we are with the High Holy Days fast approaching. The Shamrock 
Run is usually the kick off for the St Patrick’s Season.

The next big event is the Civic Luncheon at the Irish Center on 
Friday before Buffalo’s two St Patrick’s Day parades on Saturday and 
Sunday. This takes training and endurance to get through three days 
of celebration. Monday and Tuesday will be rest days for me.

Don’t forget to stop at the Irish Center on St Patrick’s Weekend; there 
will be entertainment on Friday, Saturday and especially Sunday after 
the parade!

lá sona naomh Pádraig,

Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor
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Planning has begun for the 2024 Buffalo Irish Festival. Save the Date: 
July 26-28, 2024 on Buffalo's Outer Harbor - Lakeside Lawn.  

Our thanks go out to the Committee above for all thier hard work!

EASTER BUNNY 
COMING TO THE IRISH 

CENTER

By St Patrick’s Irish American Club

Have breakfast with the Easter Bunny on Saturday, March 23rd at 10AM! 
Enjoy pancakes, sausage, juice, coffee, tea and lots of treats. Don’t wait 
in line at the malls, have pancakes and take your own pictures at the 
Buffalo Irish Center. Coloring contest, great decorations and fun for all 
is waiting for you to hop in for a seat with your family. Reservations are 
required and tables of 10 or more must be prepaid. 

Call or email early for reservations or more information, this event 
often fills the Emerald Room to capacity. Call 716-649-9537 or email 
StPatsCub@gmail.com for more information.
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THE DAUGHTERS OF ERIN
By Meme Riedy

Happy New Year! This promises to be a busy year for the Daughters of 
Erin. We are proud to announce the Tara Award will be presented to Pat 
Connolly at the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick on Saturday March 2. This 
award is the highest honor presented to a member who exemplifies the 
ideals of the organization, such as promoting the organization, takes part 
in Catholic action, one who fosters Americanism and promotes Irish 
Culture. Pat has been a member for many years and is very deserving 
or this accolade. We also congratulate George McKee, chosen for the 
Knights of Equity Irishman of the Year. He is an important part of the 
Irish Center, always volunteering and working behind the scenes at 
every event.

We are also getting ready for the Guinness Toast on February 16th, there 
will be music, food, split club, basket raffles and much more. Plan to 
join us for a great night! 

March is always busy as there are numerous events to celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day, this year falling on Sunday March 17th. We will march 
with dignity down Delaware Avenue, rain, shine, or snow! 

If you are Irish, Catholic and want to know more about the Daughters 
of Erin, we meet the third Wednesday of each month at 7pm, except for 
July and August, at the Buffalo Irish Center. Come join us

Have a great Spring!!!
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Comhaltas Ceoltóirí 
Éireann(CCE) has 
chosen to hold 
our annual North 
American Provincial 
Celebration of Irish 
Traditional Music and 

Culture at the Hyatt in Buffalo April 4-7, 2024. The gathering will offer three days of instruction in music, song, dance, and language 
for as many as 400 attendees from all corners of the United States and Canada... This event is the premier traditional Irish music 
happening in North America. 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCÉ), is worldwide the largest all volunteer organization involved in the preservation, development and 
promotion of Irish Traditional music, song, dance, and language. Volunteers of all ages make up our movement. From beginnings in 
Ireland 1951, we have grown to 430 Branches in 18 countries on 4 continents. 

Main Stage Sponsor - $4,000 includes stage signage, notice on key materials, full page ad in journal, banquet tickets and seating 
with VIPs, or day pass. 

Banquet Sponsor - $3,500 includes notice on key materials, full page ad in journal, banquet tickets and seating with VIPs, or day 
pass. 

Youth program Sponsor -$1,500 includes workshop signage, full page ad in journal 

Ceili Sponsor- $1,200 includes stage signage, full page ad in the journal and tickets to the ceili 

Journal(Full pages are 8.5 x 11) All ads in PDF format please 

• Back Cover - $750 
• Inside back Cover - $600 
• Inside front Cover - $600 
• Inside front Right -$500 
• Full page - $400 
• Half page - $250 
• Quarter page $150 
• Line listing $50 (includes listing of Business name, address, and web page) 

Special Events Program - $1,500includes location signage and full page in journal. 

Workshops Sponsor- $500 includes location signage and half page in journal. 

We are eager to discuss other opportunities that will meet supporters’goals. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sponsor level: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ Email: __________________________________________________  

Checks should be payable to Martin Wynne Branch CCE, Inc. and should be mailed to Mike & Chris Hoke 8195 Old South Hill Rd 
Holland Patent, NY 13354.Ads should be in PDF format and emailed to Hoke84@gmail.com. We are a 501, (C) 3 IRS Not for profit 
organization. Thank you! 

The 2024 CCE North American Celebration 
April 4-7, 2024 Buffalo Hyatt Regency 

CCECONVENTION.COM 
Support Irish Culture 
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A snowstorm is not going to stop the Rince na 
Tiarna Irish dancers from dancing! Teachers had 
just started a 7 day challenge with students when 
suddenly, a snowstorm dumped over four feet of 
snow, causing all classes to be cancelled for close 
to a week. But that didn't slow dancers down! The 
challenge consisted of things like 'teach a family 
member the jig" and wear bills or bandits colors to 
practice. Dancers submitted videos and pictures, 
and 7 winners were chosen from all the dancers 
that participated. Congrats to all!

Rince Na Tiarna is looking forward to the busy 
months ahead, starting with the annual Guinness 
Toast at the Irish Center on February 16th. This 
event is also the kick off to our busy holiday 
season of performances and parades. We are 
looking forward to working with Explore & More 
to teach students Irish dance as well as some Irish 
traditions. Those sessions will take place the first 
2 Saturdays in March. We will also be dancing 
at the halftime of the UB Bulls game on March 
9th. But our favorite place to dance is always the 
Buffalo Irish Center, where family and friends will 
be celebrating St Patrick's Day!

There is "no rest for the weary '' as 10 dancers 
will head to Glasgow, Scotland the week after 
St Patrick's Day to compete at the World 
Championships. It will be a very exciting week of 
watching dancers from over 40 countries and 300 
dance schools, compete. Congratulations to Mary 
Kay Heneghan who was chosen to head marketing 
and PR for An Comisiun Le Rince Gaelacha for 
their two flagship events, the All Ireland and the 
World Championships.

Our next "Get Jiggy" mini-session will take place 
in mid-February for any child 4 and up that 
would like to learn some Irish dance! Go to www.
irishdancewny.com or email rincenatiarna@
gmail.com for more information.

We wish everyone a fun filled, fantastic St Patrick's 
season and are keeping fingers and toes crossed 
for great weather!

RINCE NA 
TIARNA 

IRISH DANCE


