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UIAA GRAND MARSHAL 2023 GRAND MARSHALS 
PEG OVERDORF AND  

MIKE MULQUEEN 
WILL LEAD THE 28TH ANNUAL  

OLD NEIGHBORHOOD  
ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 

TO CELEBRATE THE IRISH HERITAGE 
OF THE OLD FIRST WARD & VALLEY

Grand Marshall Jim Wannemacher Family
Patrick, Tom, James, Lynn, Melanie Ford, 

Charlie Wannemacher

James T. Wannemacher
Buffalo, NY • Born: 08-29-1963

Parents: Margaret & Barney Wannemacher 
Married: Lynn (Schwab) Wannemacher 

3 Children: Timothy (Tim), Patrick (Pat), and Charles 
(Charlie) 

Work: New Era Cap, LLC - Historian/Archivist

A Western New York native, Jim grew up in Orchard 
Park, NY, went to school locally. Jim is married with three 
sons and lives in the Southtowns. He enjoys motorsports, 
restoring antique cars and working with his hands. Inspired 
by his mother, father and grandfather, he is always designing, 
making and or fixing something to keep busy and hone his 
creative skills.

Jim loves the outdoors and takes full advantage of each 
season. Whether it is cycling, kayaking, skiing or cruising 
in my Model A.

Jim has been lucky to have a few great jobs locally over the 
years. Starting at Tops Markets as a designer for 18 years, 
then making the move to New Era Cap. There he has worked 
as a designer, marketing manager, and currently is honored 

to be the Historian and Archivist for the over 100 year old company. In 
this role Jim collects and manages New Era’s historical Archive. He also 
spends a fair amount of time telling the stories of the brand's rich history 
in sport and culture since 1920. 

Jim has been blessed to have grown up in Western New York, with a great 
family and friend group. All who have shown him the value of community, 
and sharing in all of the great cultural richness our region has to offer.

By Hanna O’Neill 

The Valley Community Association (VCA)  
is excited to announce that Margaret “Peg” 
Overdorf and Michael Mulqueen will lead the 
28th Annual Old Neighborhood St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade through the historic Valley and Old First 
Ward neighborhoods as Grand Marshals on March 
18, 2023. 

Overdorf and Mulqueen met thirty years ago where 
Overdorf shared her dream of celebrating her Irish 
heritage and bringing together the community 
through a St. Patrick’s Day parade. Mulqueen’s 
experience in the Police Emerald Society made him 
the perfect connection as he was able to shepherd 
Overdorf through the steps to get the parade off 
the ground. From here, a lifelong friendship was 
formed that will be formally celebrated as they lead 
the marchers in this year’s parade festivities. 

Peg Overdorf
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Overdorf served as the Executive Director of the VCA for 
the past 46 years, retiring in September 2022. She still has 
an active role in overseeing operations at Buffalo River 
Fest Park, Mutual Riverfront Park and the Tewksbury 
Lodge. During her time as Executive Director, she was 
instrumental in forging relationships, securing grants, 
and developing robust programs so serve infants through 
senior citizens.

Through her acts as a true community leader, Overdorf 
has become a familiar name and face throughout Buffalo 
and Western New York. She was born and raised in the 
Old First Ward and continues her efforts to build up this 
community. She has founded and organized many events 
in addition to the Old Neighborhood Parade, including 
Buffalo River Fest, Rally in the Valley, Wednesday Night 
Concert Series, community Easter egg hunts, Santa Stroll, 
and more. She places a strong emphasis on neighborhood 
beautification and strives to increase green spaces for 
neighbors to enjoy. Overdorf attributes her success to 
her resourcefulness, drive, and strong connections that 
she has made with politicians and community members 
including her co-Grand Marshal, Mike Mulqueen. 

Mulqueen has served as an enthusiastic member of the 
Board of Directors at the VCA for more than 8 years. He 
can often be seen volunteering in the VCA food pantry, 
at Buffalo River Fest Park and at countless fundraisers 
and events. During his professional career, he served 
as a Buffalo Police Officer for more than 35 years. He 
joined the Department in March 1971 as a police cadet. 

Mike Mulueen

Following his graduation from the Academy in 1973, 
he served in various precincts in South Buffalo and the 
East Side of Buffalo for the next 18 years. After a short 
stint in the property clerk’s office in police headquarters, 
Mulqueen returned to his patrolling duties in the new 
“South District”. Mulqueen remembers being asked to 
reach out to the Directors of both the Valley Center 
and the Old First Ward Center due to another officer’s 
illness who was assigned to that area. It was at that 
community meeting that he first met Overdorf and the 
Old Neighborhood Parade was born in 1994. 

“It is such an honor to be able to commemorate the 
dedication and passion that Peg and Mike have for their 
community,” said Board President, Carolyn Lopez. “These 
two have grown the parade into one of Buffalo’s largest 
celebrations, which is a true testament of the love they 
have for their history and their neighbors. I am so excited 
for them to receive this well-deserved recognition.”

The VCA officially announced the Grand Marshals at 
the pre-parade fundraiser party during a brief ceremony 
on February 25, 2023. The ceremony also honored 
nine individuals who passed away recently and were 
very involved in the Old Neighborhood. The memorial 
dedications for this year’s parade recognize the following: 
Henry “Corky” Connors, the longtime resident of the Old 
First Ward (OFW), a gracious volunteer, the 2016 Grand 
Marshal for the Old Neighborhood parade, and the 
driver of the VCA float during parades;Richie Golden, 
a star athlete in baseball and basketball from the Old 
Neighborhood and a proud supporter of the communi-
ty;George “Ortsy” Gould, a former Buffalo Firefighter, a 
beloved OFW sports coach, and the legendary Director 

of “the Aud”;Charlie McMahon, who was born and raised 
in South Buffalo, a longtime Old Neighborhood Parade 
volunteer, and respected businessman in the communi-
ty;Maryann-Rigby Hrynczak, a loyal and generous friend 
of the Valley who supported the Center and celebrated 
her Irish heritage faithfully;Al Rohloff, longtime owner 
of DiTondo’s Restaurant and a devoted supporter of 
Valley families, programs, and River Fest Park events; 
John “Scanoots” Scanlon, who was born and raised in the 
OFW, a proud Grand Marshal in the Old Neighborhood 
parade in 2009, a driving force in the First Ward and 
South Buffalo Democratic Association, and longtime 
City of Buffalo employee; George Simonick, former 
VCA employee, lifelong Valley resident and supporter 
of community events;and Jerry Sullivan, the proud son 
of the late Ray and Peg Sullivan who loved his deep Irish 
roots and was a former Buffalo Firefighter and owner of 
Doc Sullivan’s.

The 28th Annual Old Neighborhood St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade will kick off at 12 PM on March 18, 2023. 
Immediately following the parade will be the traditional 
grand Irish “Hooley” featuring live music by “The Bob’s” 
as well as plenty of food and drink. The “Hooley” runs 
from 1pm-5pm at the Valley Community Center. Guests 
can purchase food and drink tickets or purchase a $50 
wristband for an “open bar” of beer, wine, and seltzers. 
All proceeds from this event support the VCA programs 
and services for infants through senior citizens. 

For more information about any of the Valley’s St. 
Patrick’s Day festivities, call Hanna at 716-823-4707 
ext.117 or check out the Valley Community Center on 
Facebook or Instagram.
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A LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR...

ST. PATRICK’S DAY MASS
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL • SUNDAY, JANUARY 19TH 10:30 AM 

beannachtaí!
It has been a very busy year for the Buffalo Irish Center. We have lost our leader, Mary 
Heneghan and the members of the Irish community have come together to honor and 
carry on her legacy. The Buffalo Irish Times is back and plans to have 5 issues/yr. It 
will be sent to all GAAA members and posted on the Buffalo Irish Center website. 
The Buffalo Irish Festival was a mighty success and the plans for 2023 started the day 
after the 2022 festival ended.

Here we are with the High Holy Days fast approaching. The Shamrock Run is usually 
the kick off for the St Patrick’s Season.

The next big event is the Civic Luncheon at the Irish Center on Friday before Buffalo’s 
two St Patrick’s Day parades on Saturday and Sunday. This takes training and endurance 
to get through three days of celebration. Monday and Tuesday will be rest days for me.

Don’t forget to stop at the Irish Center on St Patrick’s Weekend; there will be 
entertainment on Friday, Saturday and especially Sunday after the parade!

lá sona naomh Pádraig, 
Kevin J. O’Brien, Editor

Bishop Mike Fisher at the beautiful St Joseph’s Cathedral, With former Grand Marshals 
Michael D. O’Sullivan 2006, John Morrison 2007, Bishop Mike and Grand Marshal Jim 

Wannemacher 2023 and John P. Courtney 2007,

22 April 2023 
Ceili to benefit the Irish Center7-10

at the Buffalo Irish Center
245 Abbott Rd. 

Tickets $10 at Eventbrite

2 June 2023 
Fiddle Legend Frankie Gavin Concert at 7pm

O’Connell and Company Theater- 4110 Bailey Ave, Buffalo 14226
Tickets $20 at Eventbrite

Dancing, Language and Music. Join us!
Buffalo Comhaltas

on Facebook

Buffalo Comhaltas Events
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STACIE SOMMER AWARDED 
2023 TARA AWARD

IRISHMAN OF THE YEAR
The Knights of Equity will honor John Patrick Oakley 
as their Irishman of the Year at the 174th Friendly 
Sons Dinner on Saturday, March 4, 2023, at the Buffalo  
Irish Center.

Born and raised in South Buffalo, John is one of six 
children of Edward and Elizabeth Oakley. He attended 
St. Ambrose Catholic Grammar School and is a 1980 
graduate of Bishop Timon High School. After graduation, 
following in his father’s footsteps, John began a career at 
the Buffalo News. He was the City Circulation Manager 
for the Buffalo News until 2005 at which time he left the 
News and was the founder and creator of a new monthly 
publication, “The Western New York Advertiser” which 
was distributed and mailed to over 60,000 homes in 
Western New York. In 2009, The Metro Group (the weekly 
Penny Saver) purchased “The Advertiser” and John began 
working with them as an Advertising Manager, which gave 
him the opportunity to increase the circulation of this 
publication to over 218,000 homes covering 6 geographic 
areas in Western New York. In 2016, John returned to 
The Buffalo News as Advertising Manager of the Weekly 
Publications. John remained with The Buffalo News until 
the paper was sold in 2020. John returned to real estate 

as a full-time agent with Hunt Real Estate in 2021. John 
has been awarded Sales Agent of the Year for The West 
Seneca Hunt Office for 2022.

John and his wife, Nancy, have made South Buffalo their 
home where they raised their 2 children. Joshua Nathan 
a graduate of Nichols High School and Northeastern 
University is an architect in New York City. Dr. Emily 
Rose Oakley is a graduate of Nichols High School, 
George Washington University, and earned her PHD 
in Bio-Physics Engineering from Roswell Park and the 
University at Buffalo and is currently working in Research 
at Roswell Park. John and Nancy are also happy to welcome 
to their family, daughter-in-law, Michaela Terrell Oakley, 
and their soon to be son-in-law, Gregory Gawrys.

When not hustling real estate, you can find John behind 
the bar or in the kitchen at the Buffalo Irish Center or 
helping at Sieck, Mast & Leslie Funeral Home.

John is very humbled to be receiving this honor. He 
would like to dedicate this award to the memory of 
Mary Heneghan and Charlie McMahon who we lost 
unexpectedly last year. The Irish community Is a better 
place because of Mary and Charlie.

By Erica Switzer
The Daughters of Erin awarded the Tara Award to Stacie 
Sommer this year. The Tara Award is a prestigious award 
given to a Daughter who showcases the organization's 
vision. Stacie perpetuates the Irish culture, works diligently 
with local charities, and devotes her time and talent to 
holding raffles, charity sales, and participating in local 
events that educate and showcase the Irish community. 
This year’s Tara Award could not go to a more deserving 
individual. Stacie Sommer has been a Daughter of Erin 
for over 20 years. Originally hailing from Illinois and 
Missouri, she grew up with a foot in the city and one in 
the country. Her mother, Brenda, and stepfather, Bob, 
taught her the importance of being helpful to others and 
tolerant of all people. Her father, David, taught Stacie the 
value of thinking outside the box. Stacie spent many hours 
learning her way around a farm and a woodworking shop. 
She took these lessons and the skills they taught her and 
has utilized them throughout her life. She calls herself a 
“jack of all trades, master of none.” Stacie started her life 
of service after she graduated high school in 1987 from 
Palmyra Senior High in Missouri, she joined the Navy in 
September of that year. After joining, Stacie completed 
Engineman “A” school and served three commands on 
the USS Emory S. Land, Assault Craft Unit 2 and SIMA 
Portsmith before being medically discharged in 1998. 
While in the Navy, she met and married Skip Sommer 

and they have been married for over 30 years. They have 
three adult children and three grandchildren. They enjoy 
an active outdoor lifestyle of camping in the summer and 
snowmobiling in the winter, and checking things off their 
bucket lists. After her military service she found a new 
way to be a help to her community serving as a Bus Driver 
for the Grand Island Central School District for almost 
20 years and has no plans to stop. She serves not only her 
culture and community, but also her spirit by attending 
St. Stephen’s Catholic Parish on Grand Island. Stacie and 
Skip have supported the Irish-American community in 
Buffalo for over two decades. Stacie has served on the 
local board for the Daughters of Erin for the past 11 
years, experiencing every position from trusted President 
to Chairwoman of Committees. Stacie perpetuates her 
belief that every hand is worth something in her service 
to her community. Stacie not only supports the Daughters 
of Erin, but also the Knights of Equity, supporting her 
husband, current Sir Knight, and past Worthy Supreme 
Sir Knight. Together they support the Buffalo Irish Center 
volunteering countless hours to committees, and events, 
as well as remodeling and repairing the Irish Center’s 
historic South Buffalo building. Her support does not 
end there; she also is a member of the Ladies of Kincora, 
serving as a trustee; a member of the Ladies Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, serving as Membership Secretary; 
a member of the Grand Island Snowmobile Club, were 

she served as the Membership Secretary for the 17 years. 
Stacie and her husband Skip are very committed not 
only to the Daughters of Erin, Knights of Equity, and 
the Buffalo Irish Center but also the to Irish culture as a 
whole. Stacie will be honored as this year’s Daughters of 
Erin Tara Award Recipient at the Annual Friendly Sons 
of St. Patrick Dinner on March 4, 2023.
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OLD FIRST WARD 
SHAMROCK RUN

45TH ANNUAL SHAMROCK RUN
The Old First Ward Community 
Association is hosting the 45th Shamrock 
Run on Saturday, March 11th.

Half-way through its 5th decade, 
Shamrock Run looks much different 
from its first race in 1979 where just over 
a hundred runners participated. This 
year, the number of registered runners 
is expected to climb close to 5,000 with 
a combination of competitive runners, 
walking enthusiasts, and jovial Western 
New Yorkers who often find the beer 
tent before the finish line. All proceeds 
from the race and festivities benefit  
the Old First Ward Community  
Center’s programming.

The 8k race is continuing with its certified USA Track & 
Field course that showcases the First Ward neighborhood 
and Larkinville with the route leading runners along 
South Park Avenue, Michigan Street, Seneca Street, 
Hamburg Street, and Ohio Street, to name a few. National 
anthems for both Ireland and The United States will be 
performed by Kate Horan Schroeder prior to the race, 
followed by the firing of the starting gun by WGRZ’s 
Chief Meteorologist Patrick Hammer at 11:00am.

Registration for the Shamrock Run is open right until 
the start of the race and will be followed with a post-race 
party at the Old First Ward Community Center.
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BUFFALO IRISH FESTIVAL 
RAFFLE WINNERS AND 

EARLY BIRD TICKET SALE
The Buffalo Irish Festival held its annual Raffle 
Party on February 25 at the Buffalo Irish Center. 
Attendees enjoyed live music by The Irish Tweeds, 
refreshments donated by Griffin's, a basket raffle, 
and a chance at one of ten cash prizes. The lucky 
winners included:
•	 $10,000 prize winner: Jared Forcucci
•	 $5,000 prize winner: Kellie Lalley
•	 $1,000 prize winner: Lynn Lueck
•	 $500 prize winner: Renee Luch
•	 $100 prize winners: Siobhan McMahon,  
	 Rose Ballard, Maureen Colern,  
	 Margaret McGrath, Maggie McPhee,  
	 and Nora Horan

This year's festival will take place Friday, July 28 through 
Sunday, July 30 at the Lakeside Lawn on Buffalo's Outer 
Harbor. Festival hours are Friday 5 to 10 p.m., Saturday 
11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., and Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. The Parade of Flags will return to kick off the 
festivities on Friday and a traditional Irish mass will 
take place at 10 a.m on Sunday morning. Admission 
for mass is free, and admission for children ages 16 and 
under is free all weekend. 

The weekend will also include live 
Irish music from international, 
national and local bands, an 
expanded Tír na nÓg kids’ tent with 
family-friendly activities, cultural 
activities including Irish literature, 
language, dance, and traditional 
music, demonstrations with the 
Buffalo Fenians Gaelic Athletic 
Association, and artisans selling Irish 
merchandise.

DISCOUNTED WEEKEND 
PASSES AND VIP TICKETS 

A special St. Patrick's Week Early 
Bird Ticket Sale will take place 
from March 13-20. During the sale, 
weekend passes will be available for 
$25 (a savings of $5). This includes 
admission for one person on all three 
days of the festival.

VIP tickets are also part of the Early Bird Sale, available for $45 
(a savings of $5). This year's enhanced VIP experience includes 
admission for one person on one day of the festival, two free 
drinks, a Buffalo Irish Festival koozie and 16 oz stainless steel 
pint mug, access to an all-new exclusive VIP bar, premium 
bathrooms, and a preferred viewing section at the Main Stage.

Tickets and more information will be available at www.buffaloirishfestival.com. 
For the latest updates, follow the festival on Facebook at @buffaloirishfestival and 
Instagram and @festivalbuffaloirish.

Griffin’s, located at 81 Abbott Road in South Buffalo, donated a  
delicious charcuterie spread for the Buffalo Irish Festival Raffle Party.

The Irish Tweeds entertained the crowd with live music.

The 2023 Buffalo Irish Festival 
will take place July 28-30 at 

Buffalo’s Outer Harbor.

Many local businesses and individuals
donated items for the basket raffle

Party-goers filled the Buffalo Irish Center 
to support the Buffalo Irish Festival.
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The dancers have had a very busy 2023 already! After a 
very successful oireachtas season, nine dancers headed 
off to Killarney to dance at the All Ireland Dance 
Championships. Dancers and their families had a 
great time touring Ireland and competing. The Over 
16 ceili placed 4th in a world class competition, with 
soloists coming home with solo medals and some great 
overall placements. Ellie Pecor placed 10th in her age 
group, Maddie Pennington 35th and Emerie Pecor 34th.  
Those dancers, plus 3 others will be headed to the World 
Championships at Easter. 

Other RNT dancers participated in Ellen Walh's "Target 
Training." We were thrilled to have her come to Buffalo 
and share her tricks and techniques to improve Irish 
dance basics. We look forward to continuing to work 
with her and her team. 

St Patrick's Day festivities started back in February 
with a great night at the Guinness Toast. Dancers 
will be participating in three parades as well as 40+ 
performances all over WNY. We are looking forward 
to special performance with the Rochester Amerks, 
an interactive performance at Explore & More as well 

RINCE NA TIARNA
as performances at libraries, senior centers, 
schools and more. Of course, our favorite 
place to perform is the Buffalo Irish Center, 
where culture, food and fun are always to be 
found!  Follow our instagram and face book 
for details on performances that are open to 
the public.

Our March introduction to Irish dance 
mini-session is just about full. Anyone 
interested in this session or future 
lessons can check out our website at  
irishdancewny.com. We look forward to an 
amazing "March Madness" and wish everyone 
a very Happy St. Patrick's Day!

75 YEARS AGO
ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY PARADE, 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK
T H E BU F FA L O N E WS

1 7 M A RC H 1 9 4 8
W E DN E SDAY PAG E 1 6
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FORMER GRAND MARSHALS 
OF THE BUFFALO 

SAINT PARTICK’S DAY PARADE
Proud of Being

IRISH & 
CATHOLIC

Located In The Buffalo Irish Center

Join The 

ANCIENT ORDER
of HIBERNIANS

Contact Tom Lambert (716) 796-76872023  James Wannermacher, 2022  Patrick McGuinness, 2018  Madonna Bugman Verrastro, 
2015  Denice L. Morrison, 2016  Jen Letina, 2019  Ryan Johnson and 2017  Jeff Wilson

“I’m kind of a big guy in Buffalo”
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MEET BUFFALO 
DISTILLING 
COMPANY

In the rural hills of Wyoming 

County, where the pavement 

turns to dirt and the corn fields 

line the road, we set up shop in a 

small barn to distill craft spirits. 

This humble endeavor began 

by chance with the arrival of a 

homemade pot-still via family 

friend and southern moonshiner 

“Cowboy Bob”. It was here 

that Bob taught us the basics  

of distilling.

In 2012, we filed for our DSP and 

NYS Class D Farm permit. This 

newly created license required 

at least 75% New York State 

grown produce to be used for 

production of Spirits (we use 

100%). This law allows for the 

direct sale to consumers, liquor 

stores, bars and restaurants 

without having to sell through 

a distributor. Thus making 

it possible to compete with 

large producers and promote  

local agriculture.

By 2016 we decided to bring the 

Buffalo Distilling Company back 

to where its’ original name sake 

was founded in 1883 “The City 

Of Good Neighbors”, Buffalo. 

As luck would have it we were 

able to work with a group of 

developers revitalizing the 

historical Larkin district within 

the city. The Larkin Development 

group leased and eventually sold 

us the old Duchmann and Son’s 

carriage factory built in 1890. 

Located at 860 Seneca street 

we were able to participate in 

the slow rebuilding of a once 

thriving area. 

Staying true to Buffalo's tradition 

of hard-working, roll-up your 

sleeves ingenuity, we designed, 

engineered and installed our 

custom pot stills, mash tank 

and steam system. We take 

pride in continuously growing 

and building our distillery, now 

complete with a cocktail bar and 

tasting room.

We’ve expanded our brands to 

include “Bottled in Bond” One 

Foot Cock Bourbon and Empire 

Rye Whiskey, Mafia Sauce and 

Mafia Vodka, Original and 

Barreled OFC Krupnik, OFC 

Gin, Apple Brandy and our newly 

released OFC Irish Whiskey.  

Ask for us at your favorite liquor 

store.

More info on BDC at: www.

buffalodistillingcompany.com 

www.facebook.com/Buffalo-

DistillingCo/

https://www.instagram.com/

buffalo_distilling/
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Kathleen McDonald 
Shanahan

The South Buffalo 
Community Table, located 
on Southside Pkwy. in 
Buffalo, is one of the 
many charities the DOE 
supports financially. In 
January 2022 the DOE 
decided to provide service 
hours to this outreach 
program as they are also in 
need of physical volunteer 
assistance.

While in conversation 
with the program director 
to setup volunteer 
dates, it was learned 
that the South Buffalo 
Community Table’s 
pantry needed canned 
fruit for the upcoming 
season. This message 
was communicated 
to our members who 
responded in kindness and 
generously donated more 
than 25 bags and boxes 
of canned fruit. Monday, 

THE DAUGHTERS OF ERIN IN ACTION  
SUPPORTING A LOCAL OUTREACH PROGRAM

April 25th a group of 
DOE spent the morning 
organizing and writing 
the expiration dates on 
the canned fruit donations 
from our organization 
as well as cleaning their 
food preparation area, 
the cooking area, and 
the food storage areas. 
As we cleaned, we 
realized they were also 
in need of more cleaning 
supplies. Once again, we 
sent out a message to 
our membership and as 
usual the DOE responded 
by continuing to donate 
canned fruit while adding 
cleaning supplies to their 
donation bags.

On Monday, May 23rd 
another group of DOE 
rolled up their sleeves 
and went to work at the 
South Buffalo Community 
Table preparing, packing, 
and delivering meals 
to approximately 75 
individuals who depend 

on this outreach program 
for their meals.

This volunteer 
experience provided 
us with a wonderful 
sense of community and 
confirmed the value of 
our annual financial 
donation to this important 
community service. The 
program director and her 

core group of volunteers 
work tirelessly to keep 
this service open for those 
individuals who depend 
on the program for their 
meals. The importance of 
our support to them was 
evident by their sincere 
appreciation for our  
food donations and 
volunteer time.

Due to the gratification 
we received from this 
volunteer service, several 
of our members will 
continue to volunteer at 
this Community Table on 
a regular basis.

I am always overwhelmed, 
but not surprised by the 
kindness and generosity 
of this group of women. 
We not only enjoy our 
time together at monthly 
meetings, but we also enjoy 
organizing, fundraising, 
and working together for 
the greater good of our 
faith, community, and 
heritage.

Kathleen Shanahan, Carol Jones, Jo Ann Goraj,  
Claudia Smolinski and June Brennan

 Kathleen Shanahan, Eileen Slisz, Mary Klier, 
Meme Riedy and Bonnie O’ Hara.


