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SAINT PATRICK’S 
DAY PARADE

THE DOE 
FLASH MOB THE 

CHILDREN’S 
EASTER BREAKFAST

By: UIAA

A Great Day for Buffalo and Western New York was celebrated with 
the 2023 Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. It was a great family friendly 
day for Buffalo.Bishop Mike Fishercelebrated Mass at Saint Joseph’s 
Cathedral with for the deceased members of the United Irish 
American Associationto start the day.

It was a little chilly for the marchers but that didn’t stop Grand 
Marshal Jim Wannemacher from enjoying the walk up Delaware 
Avenue with his family members as deputies. Jim chose his wife 
Lynn Wannemacher, Jim Ormond, Timothy Wannemacher, Patrick 
Wannemacher, Grace Wannemacher, Charlie Wannemacher and 
Melanie Ford as his deputies for this once in a lifetime honor.

This year the parade was dedicated to the memory of Margaret 
O’Sullivan. She was the daughter of the late Patrick O’Sullivan and 
Janet (Carlin) O’Sullivan. Margaret’s daughter Heather Pascall-Nagy 
and Margaret’s devoted companion, Peter Heffernan led the family 
marching in her honor. She had a very long history of enjoying and 
working on the Parade. We were very lucky to have Margaret as a 
Division Marshal coordinating Division 4 for many years, always 
willing to help where needed and always bringing that forever smile.

The theme of this year’s parade was “Hail to St 
Patrick! God Bless America & our Troops! Thank 
you, Front Line Workers!”

The Awards Ceremony for the winning units judged 
by the NY-Penn Judging Association took place on 
Sunday, April 16, 2023 at the Buffalo Irish Center. 
The following is a list of this year’s winning entries:

•	 Bishop Fisher TrophyBest Theme Float in 
memory of Margaret O’Sullivan: Rince na Tiarna

•	 Best Non-Theme Float in memory of Garry 
Johnson: Iron Workers Local #6

•	 Best High School Band in memory of John & 
Betty Mulvihill: Niagara Falls Wolverines

•	 Best Pipe Band in memory of Thomas & Eileen 
Courtney:Gordon Highlanders

•	 Best Men’s Marching Unit in memory of Raymond 
& Catherine O’Brien: Blackthorn Club

•	 Best Women’s Marching Unit in memory of 
Thomas & Carmel Johnson:Daughters of Erin

•	 Best Youth Marching Unit in memory of 
Thomas & Martha Harkin:Western NY 
Maritime Charter School

•	 Best Color Guard Unit in memory of Lt. Thomas 
Masterson:US Border Patrol

•	 Best First Responders Marching Unit in memory 
of Michael Roberts:Irish Professional Firefighters

•	 Best Military Unit in memory of Daniel 
Hannon:US Navy Seabees

•	 Best Labor Marching Unit in memory of Patrick 
Palladino:Buffalo Sewer Dept. - CWA 1186

•	 Best Animal Marching Unit in memory of Jerome 
& Marian Lyons:WNY Corgis

Please check out our website  
BuffaloStPatricksDayParade.com for information 
and an application to join us for the 2024 Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday, March17th.

By Kathleen McDonald Shanahan

The BIC was filled with children eating 
pancakes and sausages, making Easter crafts 
and having their pictures taken with the Easter 
Bunny when members of the DOE, donned 
in Easter Bonnets and carrying baskets filled 
with Easter treats flash mobbed the breakfast 
singing “Easter Parade”. When to our surprise 
and joy of not being booed or hit with a flying 
pancake the group sang “Here Comes Peter 
Cottontail” while handing out Easter treats 
to the children.

As we hopped out of the Emerald room we all 
agreed that we had as much fun as the children 
attending the breakfast did!

Back: Pat Sedoe, Patricia Wingate, Sue Brocken-
shire, Mary Pat Lempko, June Brennan.
Front: Ellen Zawodzinski, Mary Ellen Reilly, Kathleen 
Shanahan, Peg Boorady, Mary Ellen Ulman.
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
S U N D AY,  M A R C H  1 9 T H  2 0 2 3  ♣  D E L AW A R E  AV E N U E ,  B U F F A L O ,  N E W  Y O R K


