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APRIL 4-7, 2024 WILL BE THE TIME  
TO SHUFFLE OFF TO BUFFALO 
FOR THE 2024 NORTH AMERICA 

PROVINCIAL CONVENTION!
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Some of the earliest Irish 
settlers in Buffalo literally 
shoveled their way through 
New York State to get to and 
make Buffalo the largest inland port 
through the creation of the Erie Canal 
(1817-1825). Our lighthouse stands near 
the original western terminus of the Erie 
Canal. The canal also made it fairly easy 
for the next wave of Irish—the Famine 
Irish—to find their way to Buffalo. They 
arrived with nothing and, having no 
prospects, made their homes on a low and 
sandy spit of land that was created by the 
accumulation of sand along the seawall. 
They built shanties and fished the river 
and lake. Finding work on ships and in 
the grain elevators, and as construction 
workers, they built better houses, rowing 
clubs, and saloons…on the “beach”. The 
last of the beachers was evicted in the 

We will get things rolling Thursday night with a four-hour 
ceili featuring the ever-energetic John Ryan’s Drumlin 
Ceili Band!

Workshop leaders include Padraig and Rosin McEneany 
for the sets, Joanie Madden teaching tin whistle, Brian 
Conway for Sligo style fiddling and Patrick Ourceau for 
Clare Style fiddling, Regina Delaney on harp, Anna Collit 
on instructing bodhran, Mairin UlCheide with Seannos 
singing, Kevin Crawford teaching Irish Flute along with 
workshops foruilleann pipes, banjo, mandolin, bouzouki, 
button box, concertina, ceili and 2 hand dancing, and 
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1930s. The area is now known as Times 
Beach. It is directly south of the lighthouse. 
We celebrate those who struggled and 
fought to make a life in this city.

Help us continue the celebration and 
commemoration at the 2024 CCE North 
American Provincial Convention at the 
beautiful Buffalo Hyatt Regency. The 
Hyatt is located right in the heart of our 
city’s downtown yet is only 20 minutes 
from the airport and easy to reach via 
interstate, train and bridge from Canada, 
and there will be trips to Niagara Falls.

So make your way to the our Queen City 
on April 4-7, 2024 for dancing, singing, 
playing, making new friends and meeting  
with familiars.
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A chara,

This has been a busy year for the Buffalo Irish Center with many 
changes after the loss of our leader, Mary Heneghan. So many people 
have jumped in to fill the void left with Mary’s passing. This has not 
been easy for any of the volunteers with the long hours needed to keep 
the place open and the many events scheduled and running.

Thursdays under the Tent went well the summer in spite of some 
challenging weather on a few nights. We also had our 2nd Buffalo Irish 
Festival this past July on Buffalo’s Outer Harbor; again the weather could 
have been better but things went well. 

The Big Irish Buffalo event next year is the celebration and 
commemoration at the 2024 Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann CCE North 
American Provincial Convention held at the beautiful Buffalo Hyatt 
Regency April 4-7, 2024. You won’t want to miss this event. The Best 
Irish Musicians from around the world!

Make sure you check 
out the Buffalo Irish 
Center website to 
look at our calendar 
to see all the  
scheduled events.

Sláinte

Kevin J. O’Brien, 
Editor

A LET TER FROM 
THE EDITOR .. .

(Continued) Buffalo for the 2024 North 
America Provincial Convention

Irish Language conversation circles 
led by Provincial Language Officer 
Margaret McGrath and Caoimhín Mac 
Con Raoi with Buffalo’s School 
of Irish Culture.

There is also a youth program 
with workshops and activities led 
by our provincial youth officer 
Ryan Ward!

The star-studded event highlight 
is the Saturday night banquet featuring “The 
Irish and The Erie”, and the Joanie Madden 
All- Stars. 

We are only 30 minutes from Niagara Falls so 
we will have Thursday night (see the lights!) 
and Friday afternoon bus trips.

So come on to Buffalo April 4-7, 2024, for a great 
weekend of fun and camaraderie organized by the 
Branches of the Northeast Region.

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCÉ), is worldwide 
the largest all volunteer organization involved in 
the preservation, development 
and promotion of Irish 
Traditional music, song, dance, 
and language. Volunteers of all 
ages make up our movement. 
From beginnings in Ireland 1951, 
we have grown to 430 Branches 
in 18 countries on 4 continents.

www.cceconvention.com
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CELTIC ANGELS - 
KEEPING A SONG 
IN YOUR HEART

By Joyce Burke

The Celtic Angels is a youth choir singing in 
English and Irish Gaelic, open to children of 
all ages at no cost. We meet twice monthly, 
once at Folksy House in the northtowns 
and again to join in a Buffalo Irish center 
Saturday afternoon seisiun. We’ve had a 
great summer, performing at 
both the Buffalo Irish Fest and 
the Niagara Celtic Fest. Thank 
you all for your encouragement 
and support. We’re looking 
forward to pulling out our 
Gaelic Christmas carols to get 
ready for the Holiday season. For 
information on how to join, please 
contact director Joyce Burke at  
j5burkes@verizon.net. 
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By Kathleen McDonald Shanahan

Saturday, September 30th the Emerald Room at the BIC looked like Spring Studios in the 
Tribeca neighborhood of NYC. With classical music lightly playing, champagne drinks, 
appetizers, desserts, tea, and coffee, the room buzzed with fashionable ladies greeting friends 
and catching up with the latest news all while waiting for an array of models to walk the runway 
stage. The vendors for this eventincluded the J Jill Store and the Tara Gift Shoppe. Unlike the 
Tribeca neighborhood, the DOE of Buffalo placed their 
own spin on what walking the runway means. When DOE 
president Kathleen McDonald Shanahan introduced Ms. 
Tara Lynch, WIVB News Reporter and past champion 
Irish Step dancer as the MC for the event,she dazzled 
as she danced a Treble Reel across the stage in her hard 
shoes rocking the audience into a hand clapping rhythm 
and applause before taking the microphone. That was just 
the beginning of the fun to come. Sprinkled throughout 
the show there were two more Irish step dancers, Janice 
Mueller and Olivia Rutowski doing Slip Jigs and Treble 
Jigs while modeling beautiful Fall fashions from the J Jill 
Storeand the Tara Gift Shoppe. For some added interest 
we enlisted Randy McPhee,Chairman of the 
GAAA Board, and Jim Boyle, KOE member to 
model some beautiful Mucros Tweeds and Aran 
Sweaters from the Tara Gift Shoppe. The other 
models included Sophie Frizzell an employee at the J Jill 
Store, DOE’s Beth Lewis,Marguerite Phillips, Jackie White, 
Patty Wingate, and Ellen Zawodzinski. To end the event Tara 
Lynch joined both Janice Mueller and Olivia Rutowski and 
danced the St. Partick’s Day Dance.

The event held one signature raffle, a beautiful Q u e e n 
Bed Quilt, designed, sewed, and donated b y 
Marija Vujcic, a member of the WNY Modern 
Quilters. The lucky winner of this beautiful quilt w a s 
Mrs. Pat Quinlivan.

The fashion show was held in memory of Ginger 
Parker, an honorary member of the DOE who 
passed away last year. The proceeds of this event 
will benefit the Buffalo Irish Center.

THE DAUGHTERS OF ERIN GLAM UP 
THE EMERALD ROOM AT THE BUFFALO 
IRISH CENTER WITH A FASHION SHOW
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By Paul McCarthy 

In the mid-1960’s, as an assistant pastor at Saint Teresa’s Church, director 
the of the Saint Teresa’s boys choir and founder and coach of the South 
Buffalo Football Association, Monsignor Leo McCarthy developed a 
connection with the Irish-American community in South Buffalo that 
would last a lifetime. 

Decades later, he could be heard singing Christmas carols with his 
former choirboys at the Blackthorn, speaking at the South Buffalo 
Football awards banquets and even singing “When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling” at the Irish Center.

NEW BOOK PROFILES 
MONSIGNOR MCCARTHY’S 

WORK IN THE  
INNER-CITY OF BUFFALO

(continued page 6)
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Throughout his 60-plus years of service to the 
Buffalo Diocese, Monsignor served all over 
Western New York. Anew book provides an 
overview of his life and career, with a particular 
emphasis on his work in the inner-city  
of Buffalo. 

The book, written by his nephew Paul P. 
McCarthy, is titled: “Don’t Lose Your Dignity: 
Monsignor Leo McCarthy’s Remarkable 20 
Year Battle for Hearts and Souls in the Inner 
City of Buffalo.”

In the old TV show “The White Shadow” and 
the more current movie “Coach Carter,” a 
coach works with at-risk inner-city youth and, 
through sports, teaches them life lessons and 
helps them overcome the adversity in their lives. 
But these feel-good Hollywood productions 
only told part of the story.

Starting in the late 1960’s Monsignor lived 
and worked in the East Side of Buffalo, a 
community plagued by gangs, drugs and guns. 
He founded the “Apollos” sports program, 
which was inspired by the optimism of the 
Apollo space program, and started football and  
basketball teams. 

He quickly went to work ministering to boys 
who were struggling to cope with both poverty 
and parental apathy. Soon his 15-passenger van 

was a seemingly constant presence throughout 
East Side neighborhoods as he drove his players 
to and from practices, games and tournaments.

At the fields and gyms across the inner-city, 
Monsignor and the Apollos would regularly 
face the threat of violence. On a number of 
occasions Apollos players were physically 
assaulted and in one disturbing incident, 
Monsignor himself was assaulted and nearly 
knocked out cold.

But no matter how bad the circumstances 
were, Monsignor always held his boys back 
from retaliating. He would continually tell 
them that, “No matter what anyone else says 
or does, we will always do the right thing!” And 
he would emphasize to them, “DON’T LOSE  
YOUR DIGNITY!”

Along the way, Monsignor accomplished a 
great deal of individual and collective successes 
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